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ABSTRACT

The current state of Islamic heading in the Library of
Copgress Subjeqt Headings (LCSH) and observations on them from
the Islamic perspective constitutes the central focus of this
study, ¥With the wide spread adoption of the List by libraries
with subgtantial collection of Iglamic literature, it has become
increasingly important to point cut its limitations and suggest
solutions to the problem go that effective subject headings

ean replace the existing inadequate ones,

Subject headings relating to Islam in the List were
searched and later recorded for subsequent analysis. The
analysis centred on the priopriety, bias and imprecision of
the collected headings.

The outcome of the investigation clearly established cases
of bias and prejudices among some Islamic subject headings in
the List like Muglims, Black . There are also
instances of religious bias in favour of Christianity
confirming the pro-Christian posture of the Lisgt, The study
has also revealed that some existing Islamic headings in the
LCSH are too broad to allow for use in the identification
of materials on specific topics.

To conclude the study, it has been pointed out that to
provide an effective access to Iglamic literature through subject
headings, would require not only the modification of the LCSH
to guit Islam but a completely new approach to the problem by

means of creating a specialised Iglamic subject headings scheme.
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CHAPIEK ONE

INTRODUCTION

The establzi.shmént of modern .1idraries as one of the positive legacies
of the colonial rule in Nigeria, hag ushered in not only a new zeal in tie .
acquiszition of & v;rie'ty of materials but also the introductionof long
established tools for the aystematic organisation of such materials,
Among the tools imported for use in the early colonial libraries included
the Dewey Decimal Clazasification Scheme, the Bliss classification scheme
ag well ags the Bears list of subject headings, For some time, up to
the attainment of independence in 1960, thege tools had dominated the
scene of cataloguing and classification in Wigerian 1ibraries.

However, a few years after the achievement of independence,
ramarkable and awesplng changes took place especially with regard
to academic libraries, in respect of the tools they usc., As a
reflection of new influences permeating the Nigerian Library scene, in
particWllar influences from the United States, the Library of Congress
Classification Schame (LCC) and its companicn, the Library of Congross
subject headings (LCSH) quickly replaced the Bliss classification that

libraries,

was hither to in vse in Nigerian Universityzsuch as Kashim Ibrahim
Library, Ahmadu Bello University znd the Ibadan University Libmries.1
The Nnamdi Azikiwe_Librn.xy of the University of Nigeria Nsukka
pioneered the intlﬁduction of LCC to the Nigerinn Library Scene.2
In the late 1970's when new universities of Porielorcourt, Ilorin,
Sckoto, Calabar, and Maiduguri were established, the LCC ond LCSH
became the favournties for adoption. Even the new Universities of
technology established in the early 80's, .some of which were later

reduced t0 brnches of the older universitics in 198l found the
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populnrity of these tools irresistable nnd hence joincd their

slder counter perts in ndopting them, This devclopment has led to the
gituation whereby almost all the major acndemic libraries in Nigeri-
now use these 100ols in the orgrnisntion of their material 5.3

Apart from moterials in other disciplines, some major academic
libraries in NHiscria, hove develuped substantinl etock of Iglamic
materials. ©Such libriries include thoseof Ahm-du Bello, Ibadan,
Sokote, Maiduguri, Loyero and Ilorin University libmries., They are
all using the LCC end LCSH, Even in Arzb =and other muslim countries
where collections of libraries are over~whelmingly Ielamic in nature,
both LCC and LCSY gnined r.ccept:mce.h

The popul=r ndoption of the LCSH by muny libmries could not have
been 2 blind venture plunged into without hesitation, LCSH must have
possesscd certoin qualities that endenred it to so mony libraries,

As an example, it is considered to be more comprehensive and provides
greater apeciticity nn subjects. The stable and nssured maintenance
of the List by the LC is another factor that keeps on attrmcting
potential uscrs to the List,.

However the widcosprend adoption of the LCSH by Nizerion Libraries
and else where in the Third World countrius hos not been a smooth and
rosy exercise, Certninlpecuniazities of the List which might not have
been given serious Lhought or were simply isnored ot the initial stog e
of adoption begun to cmerge later, Peculinritics such ng the fact thet
the List evolved in the Western cultur~l environment influenced and
shaped by the political and cultursl milieu there, zs well ns its
being based on litcrary wnrrant in relotion to the LC, ~nd its
conception of the usecr ns ~ christi~sn protestant hove nll besn factors

that could 1imit its cpplication in the Third Yorld countres including
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Nigeria, Mrny topics of ecrucial importance to these countries, such es .:f
their history, archaeclogy, geography literatures and languages have

omly besn briefly trented and even this scanby treatment appears to be

distorted, Like the treatment of Third wWorld topics the treatment of
topics in Islanic studies is grossly inadequate in the LCSH. The

insufficient number of mubject headings allocsted to Islam appears

to belittle the position and eminence of an area of gtudy that had long
existed and gencratcd substantial literature even before the establishmont
of LC itself, But on criticism of this sort the ndvoeates of LCSH do

net hesitate o point out to the fact that the List having being based

on the Literary wrrrant of the LC could not have covered Islam

adequately becouse the LC might not have hnd large collection of Isl-amic
literature to allow for detailed specification. That zounds a valid t_-
argument but on the other hand, what reasons have accounted for the use B
of biased and offenzive terminclogics such aas Phhammedonism and

Mohammedan up to the seventh edition of the List? On thig it is usuzlly
pointed out that lorge seale changes are avolded, even when they are ;
necessaxry, on the ground of costs invelved. There ig no doubt about ,
it that the LC ig aware of the wenkness and deficiences of this tool and

that partly exploins the rationale behind the publication of gquarterly

additions and changess Such changes as wore approved and sanctioned
were dosigned to improve the image of List and make it more accuptable to
those who critiecise it. However the changes bhave boon gradual and toc
slow to mrke any substontial pssitive impact, that is urgently needed.
With thisg - state of affairs users of the LCSH in the libraries of the
Third World countries mnd also in relation to women's litcrature
generally arce severely consirained and handicapped in thedir bid to

provide detailled specification and accurnte headings,




The abacnec of detoiled and ecaprchangive he-dings
regarding Iglom in the LCSH, is moat cpperent and strikiviy
conspicuous, Apart from the Isloamic headings seattercd -7
over the two volume 9th cdition, the lavgest concentratica
of hoadings ore loested wundcr the deseripters ISLAM and

MUSLIM,

Althovgh the mengre Islamic headings (sce appendix 1)
reflect the holdings of the LC on lslau, which nccording to
Berman moy not necessarily be quarrelled with; they give =on
indiention of lack of indepth analysis of Iglamic literature.
People familicr with the vast and extensive Islamic Literntur.
now available =nd considering the possibility thot a lot of it
will find access to the LC. will eonsider this sketchy
treatment most unjustificd. Even the steady inorense of
muslims in the US, which is about hiﬂs and the publieation ¢f
more Iglamic materials there, ke.ping naide dovelopments i
rest of the musglims world shouwld warr-nt a2 connge in the
scope of Islomic subject headings. But generally, except fir
the pieceme~l duitions and chonges and the smbaequent new
editions, LC, through the LCSE hnas not boen perfomming up to
expectation «f Muslims,

The ndoption of the LCSH by libraries of the Third World
countrics as n-d been pointcd corlicr, inspite ~f its obvious

inrdequacies, oppeared to be 2 ncezssary evil that o Hoer
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toler:tcd and an instance ol onc of the parcdoxes of Lilia  -agun
in thes: ccuniriess It is howover he-»icning to not: okl 150y -iga-
either 28 indiviimslis ¢r erlloetivily thiough thelr rvosnietisw
librery aszcciations ar. mrkirg serious offorts to rzmody the

gituntion, ouch offorts are direcetod tow-rds the nedifissticn of

the LCSH or deowing up hom. list of sub) of hcﬂ(’.i.ngs.?
Subjuet beadings lists whothor adopted oncs such asg the

LCSH or leerlly cempiled ones constitute an aspect of the

larger subject of entaloguing desipned to provide access to

materials in librerics. 1n the broad scues of it cotaloguing

consists L “Auscriptive eatalcguing wiich may include, in additi-n

to bibliogrophic descriptions, the choies ana forma of author ho-din:«-

and subject catnlcguing which result in the ~asignment o f

classification numbers and subjcct hu‘-.dings."a Assignoent of subj et

headings is onec of the commeon activitius that cut ncross mist

librories. This activity is important and tnken scricusly due to

the rceognition of the fuct that patrong often do coue to the

library with o subjeet in mind. It is thercfore the wost sensiblo

thing to <o wo provide subjoct headings that will assist such

readers to loccie the T guired subjects or documente. The subjoct

headings whin proeperly armnzed as part of the catelomue do

not only identify subjects Hr doewnonts souvht but slsc

Ymake kncwn the wrvsence of materisl on allied suhjucts“g

This uso of the subject headings wo hove doseribud usually

refers to - situstion wherc there is 2 dictionnry eatslougue



with all the entries such zas author, title, sceries and subject
interfilcd to fom o single alpheobeticenl arrang:usient,

Mogt libraries in the US ineluding the LC use the LCSH for

the constructior of dictioniry catologu.og, Hut the LCSH could
algo be usud in a glightly difierent woy. In most ~eadomic
librardies in Nigerin for example, =t kushim 1brzhim Library of
Ahmadu Bello University Zaria, it is used for the compilation

of subjeet indexcs to the classified catalogue, It should however,
be noted that whether LCSH is used to genernte subjeect headings
for the dictiin~ry cataloguc or 2s a nwans of providing subject
index it still cssenticlly remains as a tool employed to provide
access to the literature of subjects nnd documents, But with
regard to Isl-mic subject headings, we have earlier on observed
that the LCSH, in its present form lacked speecificity and
comprehensivencse and by reason of thes: weanknesses the List will
be deficient in its function tc secure entrancc and access for
the retrieval of iglamic literaturc. To renedy this situation
changes should be made in the content and score of the List not
only to reflect the existing realisites about the Islamic literaturc
but also to wike it respengive to uscrs necd., Islanice
literatur: hos beer. ne of the most extunsive and expansive arens
of knowlcdge, For the purpose of this study Islamic liternture

encompasses thot liter-ture which is devoted to Ielam or



slanted to Iglam or Muglins and which cucrged froum the
commencement of Prophet Muhamrnd's (pense be upon Hin) mission to
mankind in 571 AD to the present time and beyond,

The first and the foremost liternyy item of I.lam is the
Qur'an, that camplete nnd cternsl wessege of Allah to nankind,
It was revealed to Prophet Muhnmnnd in stages over a period of
twenty three years (23) 610 - 632 AD, Apart from the text of the
Qur'an, Tafair literature, which is an exegesis of the Qur'an cong-
titutes an irtegral segment of the I.l-mic literature,

The collection of Hndith which serves as o comumentaxy on
the Qur'an cores next in the histericil evolution of Islomic
literature, !M.2ith is the record of sayings and 2ctions of Prohpet
Mohammed asz well as His silent approval of acticns of others
among His compunions,

The conguest of Persian and parts of the Byzantine empires
during the first and second centuries of 1.lam, brought the
Muslims into direct confrontation with the currents of Greek
thought and philosophy as well as with the Persian and Fgyptian
civilisations and scholarship. With their zeal for learning which
first found expression in the Qur'an and Hadith sciences, the Muslius
soon appropriated the intellectual heritage of their subjects and
encouraged them to preserve and promote their (subjects) loeal
traditions “so long as they did not conflict with Islm"jolt was in
this intellectual climate of desire and pationage of learning that the
Muglim sciences especially in the areas of medicine, mathematics,
astronomy, gcoZraphy and philosophy emerged a2s a distinet contributions
to the world civilisation and scholarship, It was this contribution

packaged along with Arabic translation of Greek and Persian works




that the Muslim scholars transmitted to the Western world where
the package wos tronsformed into the basis for the present day

modern Buropean Civilisation nnd scholarship,

1.2 Statement of the problem

Majority of libraries that have adopted the LCSH for the
organisation of their materials in Nigeria are concentrated in
the universities and the polytechnics. With some of these,
especially those in the Northern states of the country, where
there is large concentration of muslims and Islemic studies
is taught to the highest level of sophistication, the acquisition
of Iglomic materials is often one of the priority aress in
collection development, Therefore, over the years, the result
has been 2 growing number of Islamiec works sprecd among Nigerian

academic libraries,

Having stocked these Islamic materials, the question of
processing them and making then accessibl e to readers comes
into consideration. Tools like clagsification schemes, subject
headings Lists and Thes:urases are usu~lly used for this purpose,
However almost all the tools available ineludirgr the LCSH the
subject of this study, are of foreign background, alien to Islam
either unaware of the full ringe of its avzilable literature or
deliberntely choose to ignore some aspects of it, The LCSH in
pariicular, having originated from the LC in the United States
has that indelible mark of Western cul tural cnvironument, The is that
dominant point of view with regard to librarics in that cultural milieu

average reader is presumcd to be a christion and this notion
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found refleotion in the LCol:, Those featurcs of the LCSH Mo,
thrown libraries using it and having large Isl.uaic collec . c.-

into disillusion and dissetisfac » 'n.

Vith regard to omission of subject Leadings it coulé be
pointed out that ecertain concerts which congti' te the subjoc*
of geverel Iglamic wor''s are conspicously missin: from the LUS!
9th edition vwhich is currently used. Fxamples or these concepts
include Islamic banking, Ialamic revivaliet movenents, Hadith-
classification, Hadith-ocompilation, and Umm~ (Muglim community).

On binses end prejudices, the heading Muel ime, I ck glives

impression of racial bias. <The objection to this kind of
descriminatory heading is btesed on the ground thot it is apad st
the spirit of Islam to identify muslims on the basis of colour
and ¢1so it undermines Muslims as 2 soci”’ groun and convey

and reinforce that attitude as long 2g it exi-tes in the cotalopue.
It is the contention of this writer that, the rruidfestation

of these anomalies in the LOUGH in relation to 1.lom,

constitute a challenge as vell ngs a serious problem that

need to be tackled. This study is an attnpt in thst

dirvection nlbeit in a rudinentary manner,
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103 Seope

As indicated by the title tﬂis study is centred on the
Iglamic subject headings in the LCSH! As the LCSH deals with
every subject in all its ramifications as presented in its
literature, this stuvdy is golng to be generally concerned
with all the Islsmic literature available to the writer but
attention will particularly b= directed on the subject hcadings
derived from thzt literature. BHow then do we determine the
scope of Iglamic literature?Y An answer to this question might
lean us to eramining overy document wheose subject matter deals
with Iglam, but for our purpose it is sufficient to stote that
Islam embodies a compreliensive and detailed ruidanece touching
on all aspects of the believer's life. Islam is a complete
and independent ideology which "endeavours to reguiate man's
behaviour in eveyy asgpnet of 1ife by determining standards, laying
down codesg and laws and by setting concrete examples.”9
The subject matter of Islam therefore covers all the contemporary
digeiplines delinernted by the existing classification gchemes as
well as the nev one's cmerging., Just mention any area of study from
social sciences, humanifies and science and technology Islam has a
peculiar orientation, point of view and trice to regulate the
behaviour of scholars in it. It is concerned with not only the reaults
of Investigations whether scientifie or othorwise but also
with the processes and conditions under which such investigetions

are carried ouk, It is therefore ¢lear that the scope of
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Islamic literature is overwhelting and extra orginarily pervasive.
It should however be noted that many gaps exist in it especially in
the area of =zcience and technology and this explains the relative
inactiveness of the muglimg to present and slternative Islamic approach

in these areas,
.

Ingpite of the relative pervasiveness of the Iglamic literature
as stated eariier, this studf will be limited to the concepis of
Islamic literature in the LCSH and those that could bte dexived from the
Tslamic literature available to the writer,. as could be found
especially among the academic libraries whether such materials are

in Axabic or BEnglish,

1.}y Limitation

Although it is recognised that it is the accumdated amount
of adaitions and changes that determine the publication of subgequent
editions of the LCSH rather than the interval between one edition
and ancther, it is nevertheless noted that the 9th ed appeared six (&)
years after the 8th one. In the light of this six year interval,
and the fact that more than six years have elapsed gince the
putilication of the Yth ed, in 1980, 1t could reasonably be pointed out that
the publication of the 10th ed is due., In the absence of information
regarding the gpectrum of chapges that could be affected in the
forthcoming 10th ed,it is possible that sowme of the suggested
modifications in thig study might be overtaken when the new

edition 1s published,
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The writer.wishes to furthef point out that the
recomnended modifications of the LCSH on Islamic subject
headings are nol intended and infact cannot alter the
recognised status of the List as a tool for application in
general libraries. The modifications are by no means sufficient
and detailed enough to be adequate for subject description in
libraries entirely deveted to Iglam and other gpecialised Islamiec
collectiong., JFor such libraries there iz the absclute need for
.specialised Islamic subject headings l1ist independent of the

constraining structure of any existing list,

1,5 Significance of the study

The practice of Jibrarianship all over the world has been
facing atiff challenges in the wake of accelerated technclogical
advancement. Readers becolBe increasingly sophisticated in their
information needs making it imperative upcen librarians to improve
upon current practices and techniques, keep phase with new
developments or even expound new principles and theories that

could extend the frontiers of the profession,

The urge to appraige, modify, or even replace the existing
practices and techniques in librarianship is more urgent in the
Third World countries, where tools as well as the techniques and
methods of the professicn are that which had their origin and were

perfected in western cultural settings. Ueedless to point
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out that these stoc” in trade have been tested over the years
and found inude-vate oi. several issues that are of crucial
importance to ‘he=s 50 called underdeveloped areas. The LUSH in
particular, which is ihe focus of this study, and as one of
the tools used in Nigerian libraries has long been noted for its
unsatisfactory h: diin, of the history, languages, literatures
and archeology of [riea gnd Agia as well as the religions that
originated from these continents other than Christisnity, Islam
in particular has not been given the sirfficient and detniled
treatment it deserved. This unfortunate situation demonstrotes
a distinct need for » far ranging revision of the LL.CSH with a
view to making the necessary modifications in form of additions
and changes relotin to lslam, Such modificstions whon effectell will
brost the competene: of librarians dealing with the literature of
Islam and for the re ders the benefits are even grester; they stand
to gain increaged ~ccensibility te materizls snd more satisfaction

in their intercotion with libraries.

The questior I further exploiting the potential for
increased ncerssibility to materials in Nigerian libraries, now
need more attention thon ever before, The current phenomenon of
literature explosion in almost all ficlds of studies :rd in
individual countxi.s bhos been one of the current noticrable
positive developmuiis in the field of Islam, Apart from new
titles emerging frea publishing houses d:ily, 2 grest vumber

of works in Arbic =nd hitherto inaccessible to rezders who
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do not understand the language , are now being translated inte
Hausa, Yoruba, BEnglish and other languages relevant to the
Nigerian libraries. The fact that a good number of these
materials are acouired by these libraries, further adds to the
problem of searching for required items encountered by

readers. This is especially =0 in the light of the application
of inadequate tools %o describe the materials. The seriousness
of this situation demands that we re-examine the tools we use,
in this case the LCSE, subject it to close scrutiny and
consequently tailer it to our own needs or alternatively
recommend to its publighers the changes that should be effected
to suit our convenience, This study is designed to be a contribution

towards the latéer choice.

1.6 Objectives of the study

Going through the literature of librarianship that
emanated from Nimeria and else where it could be abszexrved
that the area of subject headinge generated litile publicatiens
compared with the other aspects of the profession. This situation
exists inspite of all pervasive literature exploszion in almost every
area of study. This state of affairs deoes not in any way reflect the
relative importance of subject headings in a library organisation;
for in mogt libraries subject headings are used either as tools for
the identification of individual documents where dictionary catalogue
is maintained or as a means of compiling subject indexes

that guide readers to subjects in the classified catalogue.
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The central focus of this study, that is to say, the
Iglamic subjeet headings in the LCSH experience even greater
paucity of literature. Whereas some efforts have been made
to critically examine and expose the biages and short comings
of the LCSH on subject headings relating to the Third World
countries generally, not much has been written in particular
on Islamic Subject headinge. It is this background as well as
the prevailing domiiance of the LCSH in Nigerian academic
libraries that prompted this writer to attempt this contribution
with the hope that it will draw the attention of librarians,
arouse and stimwlate further dialogue on the neglected theme,

Meanwhile, the objectives of this study are as follows:

1. To present a contribution in an avrea of knowl edge that
has received little attention from ﬁractioners and
scholars of librarianship,

2. Communication, dissemination and retrieval of infermation
have for long been smong the ma jor gocial regponsibilities
of all categories of libraries. With this in mind and
this study being ecentred on the igsue of access to
infomation in the field of Iglam, it is aimed at
enhancing the process of bibliographical gearches in

that area.

3. The study also seeks to examine the Iglamic subject
headings in the LCSH, assess the degree of their biases

and inadequacies in the fom of omissions, broad
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hendings and offensive teminologies and forwnrd
recommundations for the improvement of the unfortunate

situntion.

1.7 Assumptions

The present writer holds the following assumptlions

in respect of this study:

1. The existing subject headings in the LCSH arc inadequate

in describing works on Iglanm.

2. The Iglamic subject headings in the LCSH restrict
and constranin access and retrieval of lslamic materi%ls and
consequently limit thec progress and lower the quality of

research in the field of I lam,

3. The LCSH is biased in its treatment of Islomic subjoct-

hcadings.

1.8 Mcthodology

Generally, this study is library research oricnted.
The subject headings relating to Islam in the LCSH will
be identified and collocated for the purpose of subsequent
examination., The headings will be amalysed in the light
of their propriety, specificity and bias against Iglam,
Omissions will also be noted. On the basis of the annlysis

to be carried out, existing I.lamic subject he aings in the
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LCSH will be retained, modifiecd or rejected., Vhcre necessary
altermtives will be given to replace the reiceted headings,
Such alternatives and the basis for acccptance or modification
will be derived from the current liternture of Islom. Having
decided upon the changes thet will be mrde recommend-tions will
be made for their incorporation into the subsequent edition

of the LCSH,

Exampl es of subject headings now in the LCSH to be retained
include Hadith, Islamic ethics and Mi'raj and some of those to
be modified are Islamic Bmpire - History - 622 — 661 and the form
of spelling of "Koran" to be substituted by the more correct

version i.e. "Qur'an",
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CHAPTER TWO

2.1 REVIEW OF RRLATED LITERATURE

Analysis and critique of the Library of Congress Subject
Heedings (LCSH) mainly relating to the Third World countries,
women, children and minorities surrently dominate tle
literature of subject head}ngs._‘This trend will not surprise
any one conversant with the popularity as well as the
weaknegses and shortcomings of the List., It reflects the
awarencss and concern of librariang over the unsatisfactory
gtate of affairs with regard to subject headings as manifeated
in the LCSH, a tool that hag recorded . Wwhd< uszge. It was
this awareness that prempted Monica1 while making observation
on the adoption of subject headings in Nigerian Libraries to

commert thuas

the LCSE in particular contains large
amount of material which i3 unwanted
here, but many headings that are
required in Nigeria do not exist.
This again means additiong and
modifications for the Nigerian
e¢ataloguer,

Although this statement refers to the Figerian situation
generally, it directly touches on the difficulty of the
cataloguer dealing with Islamic materiale whereby a lot of

headings he requires are not provided in the LUSIL,
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When Nigerinn Libraries using the LCSH experience
difficulties in assigning hendings to their Iglomic materials
we may by inference assume thet librarics in Arch countries
using the LOSH and having greater concantraticn ¢f Telamic
materials get confronted with even rore serious problous,
While reviewing the problem in Arab countrics Nabil narrated how
librories there started grappling with the chollenge posed by the
issuec of subject headings., In particular he referred to three
library semirnrg, one held in Beirut in 1959, onc in Cairo in 1962
and another one in Riyad in 1973. Among other tThings these
seminars recommended establishing tools and standords for
descriptive cataloguing, subject hendings and classification,Q
Inspite of this recommendation the isgue of gubjoet hendinge in
particular has not receilved much attention. In this regard Nabil
states "of all the recommendations made at Beirut, Cairo and
Riyad Seminars in 1959, 1962 and 1973 regpectively subject headings
have sesn the least progreséa. Generally theo approach of Aradb
libravics to the problem of subject headings varied apnsiderably,
while some of them adopted the LCSH in its originnd form, others
have translated it into Arabic and yet others like the Natiomal
Library of Egypt, have drawn their own home mide Lists.

Among the Ghanaian libraries the subject heading scene

is no less varied. Kisiedu pointed out that




vhile the Balme libriry uses the L5

by itself ag an alphabetical subject

index to its classified catalosus,

Kumasi and Cape Coast (University

libraries) have shown grenter {orerishc

angé have compiled their own alphibeiic!

subject indexes to thnci: eclas ificd

filesl
The situation with these titree librarics generaily describes
the gituvation with Ghanania: liomries with sowe having home
made Lists and othemadouting * « LUIL, in somy cases with
modificition, These individw.listic tendeneies however, did

not o down well with Figiedu shen she lamented that

This may be praiseworthy practicc, but
it does rot ensure uniformity of
terminology in the establishment of
subject headings, which is the
ultimate end towards which catalogucrs
of various librries should be
working.5

Certrinly a tendency towards aghoc as«l ncorrdin ted
policies in the aren of subject hendinge will iniatif
locsd 1library cooperation  much less of interr:tionzl

Coopcration,

In India and Pakistan asgsignment of subject hendinge
is either based on chain procedure or the adoption of the
LUSH and the Sears List. Dut because the LOT! zenerally,
providas grester cover~ge of the orientr lia it noined
wider :i:cceptance, However, the noticenble edge LCSH
hag over the Sears List did not save it frou the usual

eriticism, It hns been described ns 2 tocl which lack.:d
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Wingight into the gquality of oriental life and societyfa in
particular the abgense of rclovont headings o oriental
libraries in.i‘;téi. LCSH has mcde C:zr-‘stwellh to gstabe thot
"the challenge 5T’librarianship poged by orignialia is
much more profound and far reeching than is nozmelly
recognised?" Tci?&&t the challenge he further sdded will
reguire a txucr irsusht into the subject avd wmore intellectual
creativity ané nelf criticigm and transformation than most
people have scen the nged fore, In his own view oriental
librarianship is sueh counlex and enormous tesk that could not
be satisfactorily nandled by the Library of Congress alomne.
Subject experts in collaborstion with the LC would need to
work together to provide .-tisfactory tools for the effestive
organisation and retrieval of orientalla in general and

Ieglamic materials in particlar.

In sn analyeis of the form and structure of the subject
headinge in Arable literature Islamic literature inclusive,
Amana leaked int~ the issuc of subject headings beyond
The narrow confings of practical expediancy concermmed witﬁ
expansipn and meodiffcetion of the LCSH, He bascud his analysis
on home made Arabic subject headings of the National
Library of Egypt and the University of Jordan [ibraty,

He discovered that the majority of the headin.s coneict of
" two words noun and adjective and foreisn wuode account for 6%

of the Egypt List. Aoen. delved into th. iheovretical uwspects
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of subject headings by drawing a Code for Ambic Subjeet entalopuin: -

a document that will provide guidnnce on the subject annlysis of
Arbic materinls, He recommended the est2blishucnt of a Unificd
List of Arnbic subject headings. He nlsc called for the
introduction of integrated catalopgues thot will incorporate workg in
Arabie and other languages under che standard Ac-vic subject
headings. If these recommendations 2re tmken seriously and
implemented libraries in the Arab world as well =s those in

other eountries like Nigeria having large collcections of Arabic

and Isglamic studies would have been relieved of their struggle

to find guitable headings for large number of titles in their

collections.

Writing on the Ambic 1ibrary resources in UT H=hadi’
observed that "Although v~oluable manuseript collcetions
found their way into early Americsan research libraries large
portions of them are still unknown and in 2sscsnible because
of inadequate organisation and lack of guides ~nd eatalogues"”.
Al though lack of qualified staff had contributed to this probl cm,
absense of a comprehensive and detailed subject hendings on
Arabic materials in a library situation wheve dicltionarxy
cotalogue is used would obviously frustrate the efforts mode
te orgnnise the Armbic materinls,

In 1973 Doris '

directed her search light on the
weakness of the LCSH in relation to Black studies, She

selected relevant materials from a particular 1ibrary and
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analysed them in an attempt to determinc L. 'ovel of adequacy

of subject “nnlysis given them through the ue  f LCSH,
Her findings indiett it tha szubjiecet ancdvy ! s grossly
incdequate and tnat mor: th-on half of the o tiricls selccted

could not be retrieved effectively thr uzsh 1he LCSH, The study
pointed to the need for an al tcrmative cubjcci heading List
thet cunsure mayimus retricvel oulput for users

of Blrck studies materiols.

Right from the ireception «i the criticuc of the LCSH in
the late 1960's over its tinged posture wouen librarians in US
as a collective intercst sroup, in =z s01f styled spokesmen: of
ferminism hove nct teer lefi bohind in voicing their disenchant-
ment regoriing the manner topics relnting to women generclly
were unjustifintl y treated. They orgonised U nselves nnd gt
up o committee in 197 on Sexism and subjec. heculngs under
the sponsﬂre:‘*:i,, of Ameriean Library Associztion, The committee
set out to exposc the binsed headings in the (5l in rolntion to
wolen and suggest re};aedy to the anomalies, I: the prefoce of
the thesaurus which the commi ttee presented =s ihe remedy to

the LCGH, its leader stated

We are not the firet critics of the List.
(LCSH) It had long been eoriticised for
exhiviting bias eithcr - ~tively through
the us¢ of biased ‘eriinnlogy, or
pagsively througk *i¢ 2bs moe of

terme to adegu~tely ~over concouts,

The Library ~f Congress r-.s not been
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impervious to thic critiecism but its
response ¥, wully zlow ~nd often
incdeoute 1"

which
The thessurvs / *“e coiuiittec had produced wris orcscnted

to the Libr.ry cf Cov ress for effuwctivig oi-reu and

addi tioneg &5 well 28 .ei biorns in the LUI¥ with regard to
women headings, The publication lod the Y1 o3log and
recesnition of poth v litriry of Congrvus nid the American

Library farociniion. Th highlistits oL the (fea-dreg le ar

doupt ¥l t-umt of iy princivles for the estas ent
cf 't g relnting to peoples 4 o wiir iy of these
principl s ruas i ik
) B The suttivntic o « ~thrni~, national rclijious,
gocisl or scxuwl . woups should he estoblished if

such 2 name is determinablc,

2. In establishing subdivisions for use with thc names
of peoples, congider the connotntion, in ~ddition
to the denotztion of the word struoture pf the
subdivision. Avoid words which connotes inferiority

or peculinrity.

3, The wording and structure of headings fo: minority or
othcr groups should not differ from h wings for the

majority. Avoid all AS and IN constructiouns.

Le Be specific and current,
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S5« Do not use subsuming *eruincloey, ‘o ot establish
headings 1'sr come but act -1l clocace of people or
peoples,

6. Do not allow huge filea of undifferenticted cards
to accumulste under ~ hecaing. Specific pubject

headings and general subaivision reduces this tendency.

These princirles would be ol interest to curious
librarians s well 1ic those wishing to compile home subject
heauings or contrioute to the modification of existing subject
headings like the LCSH. Even though the theg2urus "On equal
terms" has been designcd and proclaimed to remedy and offset
the biased treatment of LCSH of women topics, ~ glance through
it will reveal that it hns committed and is guilty of the
same shortcomings it set out to correct. The tresnurus
de: icts women generlly as either christians or Jewigh;

Women of other religions including Islaw and the peculiar
topics related to them hove been completely ignored, While
there were entries like Christian women, christinn sisters,
christinn life and Jewish women, Jewigh life there were no
corresponding entries under the descripters MUSLIM or ISLAMIC.
Infact the terms MUSLIM and ISLAMIC are cosopicously absent
from the thesaurus. At best the thesaurus could only help
improve the retrieval of muteriz's related to women in

Europe and America and possibly this rcst .0 "o world where

Christinnity is dominant,
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In one of the most detailed analysis of the biases of
the LCSH mainly concerning the people of the Third World
countries women and minorities generally, Berman12 touched on
isgues that arouses frustration and spark Tiery rvahge in the minds
of cataloguers concerned with the materials of these underated
peoplea! Beman conveyed the feelings about the LCSH in Third
World countries when he stated "In the realms of headings that
deal with people and cuwitures-—— in short with humanity the LC Lisit
can only "satiefy"” parcchial, Jjingoyist FBuropeans and North
Americang, white-hued at least nominally christian (and probably
protestant) in faith...13 In addition to that, LC List "reflecte
3 host of untenable— indeed obsolute and arrogant —- asgsumptions
with respect of young people and women" Bemman's exposition on
the biages of the LUSH d4id not stop at making general criticisms
he cited examples {rom headings on races, nationalities religion,
ethnic groups, youth and sexism. For each exampie of biased
heading an alternative one has been suggested.

Concerning religion Berman has noted that the descripter
Mohammedan which featured in previous editions of the LCSH
hag been removed in the 7th edition and replaced with Huslim
ox Islamic where a,ppropriate.th However, the Oth ed. of the
List ig etill preponderant with the Christian orionted fopics.
Une example ¢ited by Berman concerns the heading (I}IWFBTSJ}S
the scope notes for which read "Here are entered works on

converts to Christianity. Works on converts to other religions
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are entered under the name of the religion®, The point of
contention here ieg that while the gencral heading haa been
remorved for Chrigtinnity, materials on converts to all nther
religicns are . scattered giving the iupression that Christinnity

cocuples a moat prominent pesiticn whiech warrnte such 2 favour,

The 9th ed., of the TCSH which was published after the
appearance of Berman's book made some changes concerning the
hegding converts? But the changes do not alter the fundsmental
gquestion of Christian bins evident in the heading. The 9th ed,
still regerves the main heading converts to Christinnity while
converts to other religions including Islam remnin under the
terms denoting the adherents of each religion for oxnnmple
Muslim Converts.

Berman acknowledged the fact that his work only de#lt
with few cases of biases in the LCSH and therefore called on
all those "unsatisfied with the List as it is and determnine
that such a bagic tool should represent the best ingightg
end information at our comwand” to proceed fmm wiere he
stopped and "locate, examine and report.., to the library
periodicalg and LC itgelf any further outlandish or
unjustifinble forms ns well as recommending totnlly new
heads required by our fast changing times."1? This is a
challenge to 2ll librarisns but it is more dirceted to the
livrarians of Third World countries who are most affected

by non coverages of their holdings by the LCSH,
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ctudy conducted by (lv'isi's made a2 lot of revelations
the fore. and structure of the LCSH with reg.rd to Social

scioncss, Christ sclected scoples of social science concepts
from Internztionel Encyclop-eddn of tne socinl sciences and
comparcd them with the correspopaicg subject hundings in the
LCSH with a view to negossing the extent of matching between
the two. He discovored that - the €65 socinl science concepts
selected only 25 oo 2% haye matching subjeet headings in the
LCSH., This indic.t:ethat & subatantial nunb r of socianl science
concepts arve not >~ wvic:i for in the LCSH and this has serioue
implication for r-Lrievz] of materinlz, The studr - vn observed
that "Given 2 social scicnee term that is wvd i o

-

corporate term such as "hehavicural scienc lic
interaction™ it i- Lipghly »likely that it wil! have a subject
hmding referent ir the Library's subject catslogue".19

"ils pointe to the fret irol the LU favoured the use of single
word terms as its subject hoaaings, Yet amother finding of the
study is that the LCSH mzinly comprise of cowicn language teme
“oul the1 technical and scientific language of thice social science
ig otr veided, Tae study also noted the limited use of
irntvriiseiplinery 4erms in the LCSH?O The implication of this
measure is the rostri ~iuon of bibliographic access to
interdisciplinary literature of the social science., The general
result of the study pointed :- the imadequacy cf the LCSH to

meet the needs of social . ¢ scholars in tems of retrieval

ol relevant literature.
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While commenting generally on the ecxisting general subject
headings Coateg cautions librarians agninst the Llind adoption
of either the LCSH or Serres List. The two according to him are
purely retrospective in conception and offer no sclutions te
the problem of developing subjects..”21

Hykin's work which brought together, in. cvloborated form,
the policies and decisions that shaped the LC's subject heading
programne, which culminated into the publiecation of the LCSH has
raised issues worthy of coansidewation, He gtated “Une of the
mogt serious weaknesses of the headings now found in our eatalogues
is thoat the termg chosen are not derived from precise knowledge

22

of the approach used by many renders of different backgrounds'.

Bince the approach of readers say in Nigeria is not known and the

LC may not be in a position to know that, if Nizerion libraries adop®

the LCSH they sheuld appreciate its pogeible shortecomings

ag far as their needs are concerncd, In contimartion with the

sane argupent Hykin added that "Ligt of Subject headings do not

necessnyily provide egually for all fields of knowledge since they

include ag a rule only headings as the library vhich hae issued the
List has had occagion to apply to bocks it has adlded to its collcctimnﬁ
Libraries Just ftaking off cculd benefit immensely from this
statement in that it alerts then to examine the LICH, in the
light of the type of collection they would want to taild before

mpking a final decision on whether or not to adopt the LCSH.
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Irn giving his own criticism of the LUSH Foskct warned us that

1t is clear that 1.5 and its companion
clagsificitiorn zre hy no means perfoct
tools, both aufter {rom inconsistuncics and
from lack of spc~ilicity and the user
outgide Librarv ~f Congress needs to view
them with csutio. rother than uneritical
acceptance with which scme times they are
hailed" (2k)

Certainly meny librmaries had uncritically accepted t/ : LCSH but it

could be that some of them iugt have no other alt.mu.tiv..

Meanvhile, thoge who adopt th. LLOH without giving serious
considceration to making modificatinn on their own initiative

would better have a chang: of mird; 1ur according to Fosket

Both LCC and LCSH reprozent the

arrangement of sorme nillions of

items on the rhiclves and in the care

catalogues ol the LC; though the

subject catalogfucres ~vv wiell owire

of the ince.=isteneircn 2ud errorz,

the amount of =2ifort: that would

be needed to :-medy these is

simply not ~v-il~"le, (285)
Even though this stateuent did mot c¢monate directly from the
ILC itself it must have !ce=n made on some grounds. If anything
it shows the extent to whioh some "authoritiesg” could zo on
agsuning the role of self appointed spokemen in ° negrtive
wiy, on issues that they should have been staunch supporters,
Fogket did not need to be an African, 2 Chinese or fuslim to
appreciate the fact that LCSH needs through revision in respect
of these people. A better stznd for the renowned scholar could

hove been to toe the line of others like Berman 2nd Joan in
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advoenting changes in the LCSH in respect of arens treanted
with biag as 2 mrrk of ~wAreness and responsiveness to new
developments, Th~. wou'd Lave bzen the best thing to do not
only as a measure of goodwill but more import nt for the

ul timate reorganisation nd imp'rov;:ment of informiation retrieval

systems in nll libraries using the LCSH, in 211 cormmers of the

world,

Genern~lly, the liter ture cxamined has pointed to one
most striking conclusion; that the LCSH is
inadequate in its tre~tment of literatures of geveral zreas of
knowledge including Islam. 1his phenomenon apert, LCSH has
gained widospread acceptance and assumcs a dominnnt position as
a tool for the compilation of subject cotalogucs and
alphabetical indexes. 1t iz recognised that the LC which
maintaing the List icsucs nuarterly ndditiong nnd changes which
gredunlly cumul~t. and 2re integret.d inte subseqont editions.
But many 1ibr-cics have folad thege i@provii it Gu-asUrcs
either not frenui+rt or notl Joiciontly deep cawugh and
therefors undertake (... own individual modific-tions; =na
yet others have delved into the adventure ol coroiling thelir
own independent Lists, All these point to tho devotion and
determination towrrds the improvement of the prosent

unsatistf-etory state of affairs in the arca of subject headings,
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CHAPTEE THREE

THE LIBRARY OF (ONCRESS SUBJECT HEADINGS - ITS
HISTOMICAL DEVELOPMENT AND STRUCTURR

The publication of the Library of Congress Sub cet Headings
(LCSH) begun in 191k, is 2 recent development in the ficld of subject
cataloguing. The appearance of the List to a large extent
constituted a culmination of efforts in terms of experiments, trisl
and error that had characterised the evolution of =ubject
cataloguing over the previous centuries. The List, now in its 9th
edition, having being based on the dictionary catalogue of the
Library of Congress =z2nd therefore ideally conceived for limited
application in the Library of Congress only, has now evolved and
blogsomed into a standard List widely adopted in severnl countries

of the world,

3.1 History

Before the emergence of the alphabetical subjoct
catalogue, libraries had tried sever:l z2lternstives to
provide subject access to their collections, The enrliest
method of subject cataloguing in libraries began with the
classed catalogues, which were nothing more than crude and
rudimentary inventory Lists of documents contained in each
press or shelf, desiged for permanent storage of 2 single
brozd subject. The idea for permanent location of broad

subjects is what we now refer to as fixed shelf arrongement,
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Eventually as libmries grew in size, this inventory lists
became less efcclive "as firnding Liets for particular items,
and in the e¢stalogues the alphabetical arrangement hy
authors was subetituted for the striet myvangement by press
or shelf"j But the author entries adopted brought to surface
the problem of anony cus works and other categories of
literature that had no personal authorship. Oclution to this
problem gave rise to the introduetion to catchword entries.
This new device co:agtituted an important devz=lopment in the
evolution of the prescnt day subject heading practice,
Along with the author entries,  the ocatchword headings were
arranged alphabetic-lly to provide the nucleus of the medern
dictionary catalozues, kxamples of dietionary catalogues
of this type were tie catalogues of the general library of
thé University «f wverdeen 187374 and the alphabetical
catalogue of the Unit~d Staztes Department of the Interior
States which appexr>d in 1877. 1In the preface to the latter,
it was stated that:
every hock has been entered twice, under the
author when known and under the leading word of
the title, which later also to a great extent
b2zs collected the titles into a classification
according to subject. (2)
With this statement, it's clear that the "“leading word
in the title, had to a large extent, assumed the rcle of
determining tbe subj2et headings in the esrly dictinnary

catalogues. [t the catchword title entry,
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inspite of its potential and semtlance of ccaveying the
sunmaxry of the subject of o document,‘ hjté ‘never ieen a
flawless or satisfactory means of deriving subject headings.
The fact that many titles did not give complete and accurate
gtatement of the subjecte of the worke they reunresent and
some of them being highly decceptive had 1¢d fto the confusion
and¢ digorder in the pioneer dictionary c:'!.t.-'.lo;_:;unn. This
appavent inmadequacy of the subjcet captions taken from
titles, prompted librari-ns to continuc th. experiments to
improve the gituation., It war in the light o! this spirit
that Pettee3 reported that ‘occasionally a penersl subject
hecding has been intyoduced where the iLille wold gives no
clue to the contunts of th- took," awd wilh tis small
beginnings, subject herdings derived from the contents of
documents, albeit breond h'r»-.’a-'l.n 1o emerge and Zmmduslly

supsrceded the cnteaword entrics,

Meanwhile, th: suljeet headings obt~-incd from the
contents of documents continued to be filed :lon. with
author entries, until such 2 time when the alphobotical subjeet
list cssumed an importance of its own and it wos then"
continued on cards 2s a separate ontalogue in mny American
libraries",* Tris sepew.tiom of the alphaboticsl subject
catalogue from tn;-s" it wor entries lagted only briefly and was
abandoned early in the 19th century in favour oti tihe

integration of the tw catalopuep ap had exi-ted be fore,
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3.1,1 Cutter iul:=s

By that time Cutter5 had published his general rules for the
alphabetical subjeet headings, These rules precisely
published in 1876 marked a turning point in the history of
alphabeticel subject cataloguing., While commending thic
giant stride in the nrogress and advancement in cgtaloguing
C'o&n:esl6 said of (ntter 'In about 25 pages f rules and comments
Cutter virtuslly 1=uv: down the foundations »f subject cataloguing
for the next tluee-q‘uarters of a century,. 7Tt ¢ould however, be
added that the influence of these rules went bevond “he stated
period extendin” ri ht down to the present time, The alphabetical
subject catalomu-e 10 cur modern libraries gtill hezr ths traces
of Cutter's tiv u "ty #»nd ruling over subject headings. This
gituation larygely povzils because Cutter left no irtellectual
gsuccessor cezpable « { #dvancing from the point at which he stopped
and that successor, ieiiniscent of an expected messiah is yet to
emerge.

Cutter's rulss un subject cataloguing touch un many
aspects of the subject headings but the specific rules in

particular are l:sted bLelow with a brief explanation un each,

1s Consideration uf the interest of the user
Haykin refers to this as “the reader Focus which
gimply means thzt in determining subject headings the
interests and needs of the user “takes preced.ice

over any sy-t-tic or logical cons idemtiun".?
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Any ather ruilreg that go egainet or jeopardice the intere-t
of the user e . crificed or at least compromiszed,
This rule crcezted mom for subjectivily leadin: tu zeveral
inconsictancing in the form and structure <f the subjiect
headings nuw ' bgervable in library alphubetieal subjoct

catalogues espocisrlly those derived from the TULH,

Uniform heading:

The pretice 1l application of this rule will cnsure that a
subject certalogucr brings together under cne hecding all the
bocks on the come subject irrespective of varying texms
applied by authors or 2t different times, In eiffect any
termn selected s a subject entry from the multitude of synonyms
available, must be applied consistently orn the

subject.

Teruinelopy

As gucjoci "werdingg are verbal statements of the documents,
the objective of this rile ies to cngur- that the tems chosen
by the est-loru r effect 2 match with th ot of the uger.
To achieve this, subjeet headings must reflect the conmon
ugaize of th ol e and obsolete terms muet aleo be nvoided.
The latter d.owoad f this rule when eriticslly .xwmined, will
reveal thut 1l Zo & kind of inbuilt dezire for the regular
ravision of th . subjoet headings as temig currently adopted

change
bacome ¢bmgal cte with z in usage patterme.
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4o Cpecific entry

A full stategent of this e eay: Enter a work under
its subject heading, not under the hending of » clags wiich
includes the ::ubject."ﬂ The main impcrs ofF Lhie rile is
that any herding selected ghould .f-ietiy b coeciiic t-
the subject of th. Aocmert it's intended to «over. "his
principle appearg *e v one of the uost airlculr o put
into practic-l operrtiun as Tetter il ou1f war't sure of
what extctly & specitic entry .Fo.l Ge 1:1 .y case
specificity ir terws of -ubjuct remiv 0 relative
concept which wi' 1 Aifier vith Ipdividaw.l librarians, the

type of libyari- rie eatezorics of users,

Inspite of t} ;» ~unt of supjeetivity in practical
opermtion of the ruloc e: Lioned, they v aucceeded in bringing
order =zni senity se well as some nniiorait. ' the consiruction
of subject headings. “‘he Librry of Congrias S5’ ject Headings
which first appeared nbout [our azczoes aro, wez 17 vzely bused

upon these epochmaking jprireciples,

Not long after the p.olication of his rule: 1or Jictionnry

cartxlogue, Cutt-r o n ~a*% ' nity to concrs Loz s theory
of subject headise . !+ 77 e wue appointed ~s = member of -
committes set up by the Arorican Libmary Associatic  (#T.A) to
look inte the ways of -rimcing nost wniformiti. o wirt was
other. ¢ tewildering differences in the choice © uyject

headings nieors libmries, In 1895 the committec sumitted ite
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report and the ALA List of Subject Hoadings for use in dictioncry

Catalogue3 was immediately published. Accordins to :ctte:e2

This excellent List is not only a compilation
of headings selected from termg gnthered from
many sources and evalunted, but it h~s gone
beyond this, relationships have been
congidered and references from goneral to
specific terms and all related hendings hove
been added.

A few years later, in 1898 the Library of Congress
adopted the dictionary catnlogue and went forth to construct
its unique subject headings, drawing from the expericnces of
the American Library Association as well as putting into
practice the principles earlier expounded by Cutter, This new
venture quickly gained reputation ond partly beccuse of the
catalogue card service provided by the LC to other libraries,
meny such libraries and even those that did not potronise these
oards ndopted the dictionary catalogue, thus boiun the
sweeping chonge that engulfed the vast majority of /meriean

Librariecs and spread to the libraries of other countries,

The Library of Congress decided to initiate Uhec publieation
of its subject headings and the first edition appe red
in 191L. Since then nine editions have been issucd including
the onc of 1980. This publication is still maint~incd by the
Library of Congress and it is kept up to date by qu~rterly
suppl cments which arc camulated into yearly volumes and at regular

intervals new editions are issued out,
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Over the years the LCSH hns growvn in size and complexity
and its popularity is morked by its wide acecpbonen. Ve have
also noted that the construction of the Tist hog been lorgely
Influenced by the Cutter rles as well as the ALR List of
Subject Headings for use in dictinmary eatologues. But the
LCSH ingpite of its age and a good record of adopiicn by many
libraries cannot claim to satiefy the universal needs of libraries,
Its wesknesses, which had become subject of criticism were
largely the result of its adherence to Cutter mileg even aftor
they had become obsolete and the relative abgence of current and
up~to=dote theoretical principles, that could cater fur new
developments in the ares of subject headings, that mode the
congtruction of subject hendings in the List to be subjected to
arbitrary decisions as well as the predilcction and personal
experiences of the catnloguers., The extent to which this trend
is checked or allowed %0 continue will largely determine the
image of the List in the eyes of its users., Exumplus of issues
in subject headings on which there are no specific puidslines
and the campilers of the LCSH continue to make different
approgches are numerous., Take the case of whether to construct
certain heading in the form of phrases or heading with gub-

divisions os demonstrated by the examples

Stability of ships (phrase heading)

Ships - Stability (subdivision)
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.s them is no specific rulc on which one ¢ be preferred,
the ccmpilers of the LCSH f1t free to choose any one 2nd with
many cases of this sort baving mixed 2pprozches vne could
imagine the amount of inconsistency and the difficulties

relating to accessibility of msrterialcs userg mizht encounter.

Another aspect of inconsistency in the LCSH is where inversion
is involved, Many headings in the List are inverted with noun
brought forward, for cxample Ingurancc, Lif: . o rrhieve
collocation of mterials on insurance. But @w: L :uw 2re no guide-
lines on when and what c~tegorizg of hevdi .. g o 1 virt tne
regsult has been an indiscriminate invirsic: irn ‘.0 10N giving

rise to uncertainty and unpridictability ir tie wi ds of users

and the cataloguers outside +h~ Library of Congross.

This unfortunate statc ¢f aff~irs in respect f the LCSH,
demonstrates a pressing need for o cole of gubject headings nccurnte
and comprehensive enough for subject description of documents and

for playing  ihe joorholes of inconsistenct®Fng i ul- ~ities.

3.2 Structure
The Structure of the LCEH
The Library of Jongress Subject Headings conciitutes ope of
the cortrolled pre-coor’ ' mate $mdexing vocnbul »ri gz now uged in
libraries. The subject headings in it dicplay - aisture of

natural and artificial langua; s .ceco.ding to dn;n10
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Single ncuns, ndjectival phrascs and v ition.]
phrases ~re bused on natursl foras and vooole owler
of English language., On the other hana,
headings with owalifiers, headings with
subdivisiong and inverted headings are forus
especially designed not foruws us-d in everyday
sp\"eoh-
In terms of grummitical and ~vni-~ti~~1 struciure, there
are severcl cstegories of subjicet ne-tines in the LCSH, The

> 14 1
following are sowe of them, L

1. lNourn: This is obviously ore word heading like Dotany

2. Adjcctival hecdings: FEach of theee consistr ol = noun
precoeded by an ndjectival modifier. Ar exrmnl.o «f this

coula be Nigerian ‘dstory.

3. Prepcgition-l plopis. vezdings: This catogo.y of headings
comprises ol tvo or moye nouns having mocdifior: or

not but are linked by prepositions, Ai examut. ol this is
Jelevigion i heglth edueation,

L. njunctive phrap: headings: FEach of thiv b1 o { neading

is made up of Lwo oY more nouns Joined tegol hy

the conjunetiom AND or ending « tin *2.0" for . xample Good

»nd evil,

Se Ipverted seadirgs: in wany instances in the ..uil, headings
e fovgrted reonliing in noun being brought forward so as to
cotueve a pariticunlor desired arrangement like grouping of

reloted ~ubjects btogethor.
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Helated to the gromusticsl and syntretical structurs of
the LCSd is the applicntion of subjeet subdivision to neny
headings, A subject he:ding is usually subdivided io =chieve
specificity and sub-2rvang. works sharing the sovie wein
heading. There are now four typos cf subdivisions in the LCsH,
These ami?mphic, period, topicnl -nd ferw, .. «ubdivieion is
usually signidled by a “dash® alter = gubj. o1 hending which is
then followed by the wg: /= o1 zuldivision, for example

Agriculture - Study and to-ching,

Reference Structure

Tho appliciticu of the uniform and specific «ntry rules in
the construciior. 1 subject headings, in many cases results in
the scattering ¢ » lited subject headings to loc-tions in the
dictionryy catalofue where users uny not expect to find them,
“uch herdlings may remain hiddor aod unuged in the Libwary
eatalosuer over & lons perind. It is in -p attompt to avoid
the occurrene: cf ttir situation thet syndetic devices are
irtrodused in tne LCGH and consequerily in Libravy Catal ogues
not only to loud ugers from lorse thnit e aot used to those
that wre but aleo o provide comncctions between related subject
headings in the calalorue, The system of conn:ctive references

in the LiuGH congists of “he rellowing:
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Sec references

These are meant to direot the uscr from temis not
uscd to those that haive bren selected ac subjoet

headings.

This type of reference serves to connect subject
headings upged and demonstrates relationship betwecn them,
This rcferenae often involves downwords or broad to
norrow subjeet refercac.c, for -yample Monkeys SEE ALSO
Baboons. Upwerd or n"rrovw tc broad subject rocferences are

scldom used in the ' 704,

Generzl references:

Usually BEE ALSO references are directed to individual
headings in the catalogue but cccassionally they may refer
to a group o: subject headings, This iz referred to as a

generay refererce,

Bx~anle:
Scienes SER ALCC Fea i-gs

vegloning with toe woid Seicotific

Sutbijcet to Corperzte DoWIES

“hese 2. vefevences frem subject headin s to nameg of

corpor-te wodicn rei-ted i the particular subjectSe
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All the categories of references thnt we have discusgsed
represent an attempt consciously or otherwis: to introduce a
gemblance of clug-iffcatory structure in the dictinmnry catalorues.
The wisdom behind thes: devices is that whilc maintuining the
specific entry feature of the dictions:y estalo. e which ie
considered zn overriding advartage, the connective references
in it, are meant to secure the collocation advant:ge of the
classified catalosue and thus combine the besi of the two worlde

f,‘.tﬂ.time.

Horuet

The organisation of each subject headiing in the LCSH follows
. m.rt-in pattern, Firit the subject heading which is used is
shovn in '¢’¢ type occasionally followed by a closs number in
parentlicsis clarifyinz it. The bold typr heading in some cases
is then accompanied by scop. notes which ar given to ensure
congistancy of usage by specifying the ronze ol subjlect matter
to which a heading ic cpriied... by stating wirich of aseveral
meanings of n term is the on to which 1ts use in Library's eatalogue
is limj.t’..'d."13 Next coies the light face references in fom of
terms cgually broad or surbordinate and related %o the bold heading,
syncaywous termms rnot used -ni subdivisions which all c:ifect the
uae of the particwla: bold hezdiigs in we LO". system, The

referencas aye arranisgcd undey the following symbols:
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te S A (See nlsu) which is an "abbreviation rrvce-ding the
references Lo be made to headings ror rol iicd -nd

surbodirate toyice,

24 » i ine foom) Thie o mbol is followed by terr: which are
synonymous to the »old he ding tut have to' boen viied ond
the cateloguer is 1. uired to make SF' refererc-c frow

thes to the bold heading.

2 XX (See also from) wrdev this ayrbol a 1..7 of ~c.e
keadings in the LCSH »r icen from which o cat-loguer ig
bei-.: ingtructad to mar a I AL rofer.cce to the bold

e
heading,

In the hiaef his*ories] account of the LCGH wad the
summary de-eovintion ol its structure. cer.gin
conclusions cowid reasenably be drawn., Thi aeceoiat Lwee o roved
that the LCSE lzcked rrinciples and theoreticul bascr in asany
instances to support its entries. Wwhat principles it relied -on in
the neme of Cutter rules, hod 1: mgely become nlmo.ote ~nd could
not cope with many present day ~irewnatsnces rolo tinz to the
assigmuent of subjeci heodings. In the - laenc: of this pre-
requisite - the com-ilers of the List vive resorted
to adhoc, arbitrary and pragmatic approach in the congtruction
of subject headings. This expl.ins the apparcal 1ncoherence
and ungystefintic sature of the List. Taie stove »f affaire
may well nexrves as = s-zlle .o t¢ ~civimel librecions

and thrir ngrocintiuns towake vp urirg thein Vitilicetuzl
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resources and direct attention to the neglected ~rea, so that a

better subject heading system devoid of mmpant fl-ows could

Gmerge.
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CBAPTER FOUR

The identification of Islamic Subject iicadings in the
LCSH mhy scem a clear amd straight forwnard excrcise. However,
bearing in mind that the liternture of ony suljewct and the
subjeet headings derived from it will include botl: the core
and pheripheral literature of the particular subjcet, some
difficulties may emerge especially with regard to the
pheripheral literature, Attempt to tackle the proconceived
difficulties necessitated the employment of some criteria to

determine the Islamic Headings in the LCSH.

The categories of subjeet hendings in the LCSH identified

as Islamic vary in their mature and scope. The first categery of
Islamic Headings are what one may regard as the core Islamic subject
hendings. These are peculiar to Iglam and 2re not applicable or
subject to modification tc suit other disciplines. OSuch headings
include Qur'an, Jihnd, Hadith and Mi'rj, Second.ry there are those
topical subject headings which are transformed inlo Islamie

subject hondings by means of qualifiors such as “Muslim", "Islomic"

"Iglamic law", "Islam" and “Arabic" as in the following examples:

Architects, Muslim
Wedding semmons, Iglamic
Slavery (Islamic law)

Astronomy (Arabic)
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Thirdly, other subject headings distinguish.d e¢s Islamic
arc those that relzte to the liternture of muslim countries, or
of non~-mwslim countries that hord and may still hove establighad
relotionship with Iglam, Included in this cate vy ~re also
hendings for muslim groups in muslim countrics <» elscwhere as
well 2s muslim sects, Exomples of all these catugories of headings
are!

Al geria

Spain - History - Arbd period, T11=1492

Druses and

Ahnadiyya

In the two volumes of the LCSH, 9th ed, 1950 n total of 859
headings were identified as Islamic Subject Hendinge (see
ippendix 1), These will be ex-mined in the light of their
propriety, inadequacies, as well ~s the need tc moke

modifications where nececssary,

It should be noted that the Islamic Subject Headings
collocated spread over the fields of Qur'an, Hudith, Armbic
langunge and literature, Figh (jurisprudence) -ud whet may, for
convenience, be called secular sciences such ns nniursl
scicnces, social sciences and technology,

Librarians, especially those who handle the LCSH for the
purpose of constructing subject hendings have
complained about the I inadequacies and severnl other

defects of the List. The dissatisfocticon where it has been
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recorded in writing, has been fragmented and locuted in
many materials of the literature of Library Science.
Bermtan apparently the mosgt articulate critic of the List,

in his book Preijudices and Antipathicgi A traet of the LC Subjcet

Headings concerni eople, hag however, attenpted to
synthesize the dissatisfaction of his colleagues especially
those in the developing countrigs where the bimses of the LCSH
are most felt, The work of Berman, being of general nature,
could not, however, cover all areas of knowledge adequately and
the awvareness of this possibility of limited coverage

prompted Berman to state that:

Beyond question there remains much to reke
within the List's 1,032 tripled colusined

page (referring to LCSH Tth ed,) e
particularly roquested for further coutribution
in the work he had started when he declared
"Here i1g an invitation, then to the like-
minded t0 those unsatisfied with the scoicne

ag it is and determined that such a basic

teol should present the best insights and
information at our command: locatc, exarine
and roport to library periodieals and LG
(Library of Congress) itself any furthor
outlandash or unjustified fomms, as
recomnending totally new heads required by our
fagt changing timeg."?

Apart from the interest the present writcer has on an
investigation on I lamic subject headings thig stuly could
be regarded as a kind response to the timely call of

Berman.
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4«1 Early Criticism of the LCSH on Islamic Subject 'cadings

Barly criticism of the LCSE uwp to the Tih ed., had included

the following descriptors:

Mohammedan
Mohammedans and

Mohanmmedani sm

These descriptors employed in the LCSE to provide
direct Islamic Subject Headinzs had been the wone of
contention of lMuslim Cataloguers and regarded as =n insult
to the generality of murlims, While the corpilervs of the
LCSH up to the 7th edition equated the threc temms with
“Islamic", "Muslims" and "I=lam"™ respeetively, biie literature
o' Islam which originated from the ur'an and =dith never
uscd them and the muslim writers accordingly zsvoided them.
The name ol the followers of Fuhemmad (feace = upon Him)
as well an the r-ligion he vreached arc icunt in the ‘ur'an
ag Muslims and l.lam aad anything contrary Lo “hic will he 2
viclation of the provisicn of the Gur'an which any rood

ionable
muslim will not toleruwte., The object/ tcmig iound their way
into the LCEI through the 1iterature of Iclam written by non-
muslims especiaily the Wecicrn Christian Scholars of Iglam
generolly referred to as orientalist. vho coined the terms and
freguently us:d t! @ ia their wriiin s. Thewe scuolars made
an unfounded assumption based on their back ol and
familiarity with Christjanity in which the nwo of the

religion and itz adherents are derived from tic name of the
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founder, Christ,and therefore went forth fo treat Islam the
game way 8¢ Christianity and came up with the terms
"Mohammedan", Mohammedans", and Feobsnwedandst, Whe LO
gubzaguently adopted Lhe practice ol the orisnt:listes and

introduced  these terms in ite subject headings.

It ghould, however, be noted that the LC has been
regponsive to criticism concerning the three objected terms
and made substantial changes in the 8th edition of the LCSH.
The three terms in question were rerlaced by "I lauic"

"Muslims" and "Ielam® ay chown iu the examplez belows

01d heading in the 7th ed,§ Substitute hendings in the 8th ed.

Mohammedan antiquities ITalamic artiquities
lohammedans-Education Mgl ims=lduc: . Lion
angel s(Mohammedani sm) tngels (Tnlaw)

The change hag affected about 1ifty five (55) Islamic
subject headings spread over pages U39=8L0 or the LCSH 7th od,
goite Mesdsure of
1966, This measure taken has proved / respomiverwes of the
compilers of the LOCSh and contributed immnngely in minimising
the amount of dissatisfaction experienced by Fuglim
cataloguers. The major revision has also limited the scope of

criticism that ceuld be levelled against the J;lamic subject

headings in the LCSH,
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4.2 Ethnic bias

With regard to the Iglamic subject headings, the LCSH 9th ed.
1980 presented some improvements over the previcus editions,
It ig observed that headings like "Negro Muslime - and "Muslims és
scientists™ which signify ethnic biag have now been deleted from
the 9th edition, DBut the 9th ed. is etill not a perfect tool,
Out of the Islamic Subject headings drawn from it, one could be
pointed out on accouht of its ethnie bias. This heading which is
"Muglims, Hlack" gymboliges racial bias in that it seeks to
identify Muglims on the basis of colour which is aeither
sanctionéd by Islam nor found in the Iglamic literature.
Moreovery; in the LCSH there are no parallel subject headings like
"Chri etians, Black" or "Jews, Black” in spite of thc existence
of Blacks among Christian and Jewish relipious groupa. To elimihate
the ethnic biag in the heading "Muslimg, Black' one would
suggest that it should be substituted with a more appropriate one.
The new heading one will recommend iz "Musglims” to be followed by
geographical subdivigion to indicate the nationals of different
countries. Examples could be:

Muglimg ~ Nigeria and Muglims - US

i»3 BReligious biae

Among the Iglamic subject headings in the 9th ed. ¢f the LCSH
thevre are about ¥ whose manner of establishment and presentation in
the 1.CSH smack of biased treatment. These headirgs (See Appendix 2)
are distinguished by parenthetical qualification using "Iglam"
or "Muglim" as gqualifiers or in some cases the application of

the termsg 'Islamic’ and "Muslim" as adjectives to topical




headings, The 3€ subject headings, however, ul®:e one thing
in common, They are all derived from topiecal 2 ljcet headir. o
earlier cstablis!?din the LCSH3 It is the parenveliecal
qualification or adjectives that converted .o inte Islamic
subject headings, It should bc noted that the nothod of
converting genus topical subject headings into other independent
species headings is not restricted to Islam =lone; headings
for other religious such as Judaism and Hinduigm are secured.

In thig anilysis we
are only concerned with t pical headings turncd into Yslamic

Subject Headings,

The biased element in the 36 Islamic sSubjcel Headings
becomes evident when we congider that the genus topical
subject headings from which they are derived comote
activities, doctrines, beliefs, albeit in fundomentally
different forms, which cut across many rclicions including
Iclam, Genus topical headings like Angcls, Faith, Fasting,
Hell and Paradise are relevant to Iglam just —u to
Chrigtianity and Judaisn, Thin kive of gitustion demands
equal treatment of all relivions conewined when Leadings
of this sort are under consideration, 1t iw thie approach
of doing justice to all aiiteted relagions theb <he compilers
of the LCSH failed to accomnlish, They have instead taken
side with Christianity -4 accorded it priority and prominence
over all other religion: ircluding Iglam by acsiming the

senus topical headings like Angels, Faith, Fasiing and Hell to



Christicnity )
'Z while other religions are treated like surbodinates of
Christianity by means of qualifiers and adjceiives,

As for I lam the four genus subject headings bocowe Iqlamic
subject headings by attachment of the quelifi 1 ~Iglam" a3

given below and in Appendix 2 as earlier mentioned:

1o Angels (Islam)
2, VYaith (Tslam)
3, Fasting (Islam)
Le Hell (Islam)

Equal and unbiased treatment of Islam and Ciristianity
in respect of these four examples and indecd in the case of
all the 36 headings in Appendix 2 would have re-ulted in the
attachment of equivalent qualifier/s to the Chrigtian subject
headings so that the genus subject headings couwld stand for
the general and comparative aspeets of the individual subjects,
With regard to the four specific examples mentioned Christian

subject headings could then be:

Angels (Christianity)
Faith (Christianity)
Fasting (Christianity and

Hell (Christianity)

li.l; Broad headings

It is not only the glaring biases of the LULH that

constitute a matter of concern o the catalosuers of Islamic
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materials, Any library with a large stock of variety of
Islamic materials and is using the LCSH will have to
contend with scanty Islamic Subject headings thzt are provided
in the List, The Islamic subject headings we hove identified
could be adequate for a religion with few adherents and whose
literature has not fully developed, but certainly not for
Islam whose litsrary items may run into millions, The guestion
of scanty Islamic subject headings in the LCSH which is a kind
of subtle bias could not however, be belavoured when we remind
ourselves of the literary warrant feature of the LC classification
upon which the LCSH was based., It could be that the few
Islamic headings in the LCSH is a phonomenon accounted for by

the Limited Islamic materials acquired by the LC,

While the argument of literary warrant could still hold
as a check on the emergence of an elaborate Islamic subject
heading scheme in the LCS5H, it is further observable from
the existing Isglamic headings that in some instances no detailed
subject analysis has been carried out to provide apecific Islamic
headings, In most cases, the only analysis carried out on
Iglamic headings as could be seen in Appeneix 1 and 2 is the
addition of the gloss "Islamic”, "Isglam", "MHuslim~ “Islamic 1aw".
and “"Arabic" to turn what was otherwise subject headings for
other disciplines into Islamic subject headings.

The practice of subdivision as a2 common feature of the
LCSH to provide specificity in subject headings cstablishment

has not been fully employed on Islamic subject headings., Among tho



59
subject headings in Appendix 1, it is only the following that
have been subjected to some sort of subdivisiorn to provide

specific headings, These aret

Civilization, Islamic

Civilization, Arab

God Arabic language
Hadith Arabic 1literatuve
Islam Arabic poetry
Israel=Arab war Aradb countries
Jerusalem Architecture, Izlomic
Koran Jewish-Arab rclotions
Moroceo Nigeria

Mosques

Mugl ims

Palestine

Pharaohs

Shi'tes

Sudan

Tunisia and

Turkey.

With this practice of limited subdivision on lzlemic
subject headings, one could at best imagine the number of
books that will pile under a heading prayer (I:lum) without

any specification of for example the categories of prayers
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like Jum'ah prayers, five daily prayers, suporog-iory prayers
on each cf which materials are available, This phenomenon of
non specificity of Islamic hesdings in many instinces will
certainly hinder the location of relevant materials

sought by patrons or at least contribute to waste of more

time at searching stages.

L5 Inconsistency

The inconsistency that has been a common phenomenon of the
LCS8H did not feature prominently in the Islamic cubject
headings. One or two cases of this weakness of the List
could however be pointed out, ¥irst, the Lisl hisz two
different spelling of the same word in the following

Islamic headings:

iphat

Khilafat movement

The compilers of the List could stick to the firut variety
of spelling which is more common in Islamic literature,

especially the literature of Islamic history,
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4,6 Vrong Varignt Spelling

There is one case of congistency in variant <pelling thet
has been adopted by the LCSH in the form of "Kor... =~ a heading
but which is not common in the current Isglamic 1i .. o iture,
This form of spelling reflects the Americon wssie woidch is
often favoured by the LCSH even when it is evident that the
practice is not correct, The correct form of tlic oran" in
the LCSH is "Qur'an" as could be verified from the current
literature of Islam in English including the refevciece sources
like the dictionary of lnlaga and Encyeclopzediz Fri ta:nnica?
Reparding the incorrect variant "Koran" Encyclopredin Britanniea
particularly stated, "Koran" is a “spelling frizly well establisghed
in English toward the end of the 19th century bul now beginning
to give way to the more correct form “Zur'an”, Th: Correct form -
“Qur'an" has indeed replaced the unfavourablc foru - “Koran®

except in few materials like the LCSH,
he7 Mixture of Arabic and English terms

Ugers of the LCSH to construck Islamie subjoct
headings will obviously observe the mixturc of .xabic and
Enzlish terminologies as beadingc depending on which seems
to the compilers of the List as most appropri~te under
individual ofrcumstamces, Arnbic terms such as Ansar, Dinar,
Dineiltghi, Hadith, Ta'ziyah and Ulama exist 2t appropriate
places in the alphabetical order just like English ones like

Divorce (Islamic law), Fasting (Ielam), and Marvicge (Islam),
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The mixture of the two terms esgpecially in eones where
the Arabic ones have been agsimilated into Engligsh like in the
case of Hadith presents a wise approach that could promoie
greater accessibility to materials. There are, however,

ingtances in the List where an Arabic term and its English

equivalent are given as showh below:
Arabic Terms English BEquivalent
Da'wah (Islam) Preaching-Islamic

This is an umecessary duplication; the compilers of
the LCSH should settle on Arabic terms or their fnglish

equivalents.

Duplication of headings that are identical is, however,
ot restricted to the area of mixture of Arabic and English
termsg; there are few instances sprend over the LOIL when one
heading is given in one structure orly to appear some where in
the alphabetical order under a different structure as could be

geen below:

Tdentical Islamic Subject Hsading in
the LCSH

Youth-Heligious 1life| Youth, Muslim - neligious
(T s1am) 1ife
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L.8 Treatment of Islamic History
It is interesting to note the manner in which the compilers
of the LCSH treated the headings on Islamic history, Four entry
terms are employed to provide these headings. These ares
“Arabie countries", "Islam" "Iglamic BEmpire" and “Hear East"

as evident below:

Arab countries:
- History
-~ History to 622

History - 622 - 1516

!

~ History - 1517 - 1918
- History - 20th century
- History - Arab revolt

Politics and government

Islam - 20th century

Islzmic Empire - Biography

History

History - 622-661

History 661=-T750

History 750-1258

History 1258-1517

Near Bast - History
- History - to 622
- History = 622-1517
- History 1517

- History = 20th century
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The last two of the above categorics of headings with
entry texms "Islamic Empire" gnd "Near Fast” vcopeetively nay
appear to be distinet from ench other but lodkiir at them
closcly the periods show some similarity. Morcover the scope

note under "Islamic Bnpire" reads as follows:

ilere are entered works deal ing with Henr Iinst
alone, or the Near East, Nortl .fric» =i

Iglaric Spain as a whole 622=1517 i.0., {10

the rise and expansion of Iglam to the croution of
the Ottoman empire," i

This clarification blurred what ever distinetion might cxist
be tween “Iglamic Empire” and "Near East” as sitbject headings,

COVET2Le, T the literature of

The similarity of the two headinge in
Isl-amic history on Near Eact could lead to irhililion of access
to the literature of the subject. Lut us t-li = example;

a patron may come to library requiring materi o on Hear East
history 661=750 and supposing he approsches th . 1ibrary with
only one ters - leny Fast and checks the catile ue and
discovers that the most appropriate heading [or him is Near-
Bast, History 622-1517. ‘e vill meet an arrcy »f large
number of matevials coveriug the jong period wiich may hinder
hin: from getting the spgcifie mrtariels he w ntin, To provent
the ocowrrcnce of thin kind »f gituation ali i1 ‘Ladings on
Iglauie history should be r'fﬂ'loated and in line wvith

this, 7 1Yt swewst 2 "nallicatioh and colloci.viou of the

thrce cuteaer!. » of Islanic history subject nendiigs under
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a single heading "Islamic history' will be more ap;ropriate,
This texm has been chosen in view of its wide acceptance and
its frequent use in Iclamic literature, The modificntion muns as

follows:

Islamic history:
- to 622
- 622 = 661
- 661 - 750
750 - 1258
1258- 1517
- 1800 -

- 20th century
- Biography
- Early works to 1800

= Juvenile literature

To provide for geographical bias as the heading Near East and
Arab countries would want, we could have Islamic History - Arab
countries and Islamic History - Near Bast - followed by period subdivi.

sion for example Islamic History-Near-East _ 4o oo

- 622 - 1517

- 20th contury
Apparently, there is some overlap between the Screral Iglamic
history headings and those geographically biased bui the overlap
can be overloocked for the greater advantage of collacation of

all relevant I lamic history headings.
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With regard to another two headings in the LUGH which
conmotes Islamic history and are infact, names of two
dynasties of the then Islamic empire namely "Abbagids" and
"Omayads" they could still remain as separate headings in the
alphabetical order., Heference should however, be made from
them to the appropriate periods of the particWar dynasties under

the headings "Islamic history" as shown below,

Abbasids
SEE
Islamic history 750 - 1258
Omayads
SEE
Islamic history 661-750
The analysie of the Islamic subjeet headings that had
been attempted has brought certain curious revelation to light,
In spite of the recent responsive posture of the campilers of
the LCSH there is still much to accomplish as repgards
relievirg the dissatisfaction of cataloguers, 'hile the List
has continued to be generally Christian oriented it still
contains one specific headings that is biased, and not in
conformity with the terminology in the current Ialamic literature.
The Iglamic subject headings in the List are alco noted to
be scanty and could possibly be adequate for subjcet heading
construction in 2 library intended to stock sm2ll number of

Iglamic materials,
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In conclusion, the short-coming of the LCSH in terms
of blas, non specificity of headings and omission of others
resulting in monumental inadequacy of the List for the establishment
of Iglamic Subject headings, confirms the observation of Berman

when he stated: ,

a subject heading scheme should ideally,
manage to encompass all the facets of
what has been written and subsequently
ccllected in libraries to the
patisfaction of the world wide reading
community. But in the realm of
headings that deal with peorple

and cul ture... in short, with humanity...
the LC List can only satisfy

parochial, jingoistiec, Furopeans and
North Americans, white hued at least
norminally Christian (and preferably
protestant) in faith, comfortably
gituated in the middle and higher
income hrackets largely domiciled

in suburbia, fundamentally loyal to

the established order, and heavily
imbued with the transcendent
incomparable glory of Western
civiligation,

Quite in agreement with Bempan's pessimign about the achievement

of the ideal, the LCSH may never attain the position of encompassing
all the facets of Islamic literature devoid of bhias, But it will
continue to mirrow the views of the American and luropean societies
about other people, cul tures and civilizations, which are held

within the framework of rigid ethnocentricism and conservatism.
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CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS, (CONCLUSION AND REQOFIIIMD.TICNG

Tie topic of this study "The Treatment of Islzmic topice in
the Library of Congress Subject Headings" had taken us right down
the b ckground literature of subject headinge generslly. In our
intreduction to the topic of this study we alse had = rlimse
of the historical development of Islamic literature, Yinally
the identified Islamic subject headings were analysed in the
lirht of their propriety, biases and pecificity.

Yo recall what the study is all about and what it has
set out to achieve may need a restatement of its objectives
e~lier riven, Recasting the mind back it is rex{l{iumed that
t!ie objectives of this piece of research are as follows:

T "o make contribution in the area of knowledre thet has
receivellittle attention frum scholars and

prcctitioners of librarianship,

2. Commnication, dissemination and retrieval of iniormation
hrve for long been among the major social
regspongibilities of all categories of librarie:,

L.ith this in mind and this study being centred
ori the issue of access to infomation in the
field of Islam, it is a2imed at enhancing thc

Litliographic searches in phal area.

69



70

3. The study also seeks to examine the Islamic subject
headinge in the LCSH, assess the degree of their biases
and inadequacies in the form of omissions, broad-
headings and offensive terminologies and forward
recommendations for the improvement of the unfortunate

situation,

As a guide towards the achievement of the set objectives,
certain basic assumptions were held about the study which may
also require restatement so as to sharpen our focus on the
evidence of achieving the set objectives or otherwise.

The assumptions held point to the fact that inspite of the
wide adoption of the LCESH by Nigerian Libraries for the
purpose of constructing subject headings,in particular, the

I1slamic subject headings,the efficacy of the List, is questionable.

The specific agsumptions held are set below:

1., The existing subject headings in the LCII are

inadequate in describing the works of Islam,

2. The Iglamic subject headings in the LCSH rcstrict
and constrain access and retrieval of Islamic materials
and consequently limit the progress and lower the

quality of research in the field of Islam,
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3¢ The LCSH is biased in its treatment of Iglamic subject

headings,

During the conduct of the study the two volumes of the
LCSH 9th edition, 1980 were examined and relevant cubject
headings were marked and subsequently recorded to constitute
the data treated. Helying on the concecpts in Islamic literature,
the works of the critique of the LCSH, and the advice of
scholars in the ficld of Iglam, the writer has identified what is
appropriate, offensive or need modification in the Islamic

subject headings,

The literature of subject headings reviewed has over-
whelmingly indicated the inadequacy of the LCSH a2z a tool
for the construction of headings related to the asubjects
of developing countries, Islam inclusive, The litcrature,
however, did not specifically touch on the Islamic subject
headings in required detail; Often general statements were

given to support the dissatisfaction of catalogucrs and users,

Building on what others have done in this arer -nd
probing further into the specific a field of Islamic
subject headings in the LCSH, this study contributcs in

bridging one of the gaps of the literature of subjeel headings,
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5.1 Summary of Findings
It has been obgerved that the scope of the literature of

Islam is extensive and that it is a fast growing bronch of knowl edge,
Apart from the traditionsl Islamic subjects such ag the Qur'an,
Hadith, Figh (jurisprudence), secular sciences are nlso
incorporated into the fold of Islamic literature, 3Such material
must, either be in accordance with Islam or that it has not gone
beyond the confines of Islamic approach to issues under discussion

or problems being investigated.

The extensive nature of the Islamic literature requires
careful handling as well 2s regular search to deternine what is
avzilable so as to provide a subject heading that could be
satisfactory to users. “The LCSH, which has been described as
“"the most comprehensive List of subject heading in cxistence"‘
provides inadeaquate coverage of the recorded Islamic literature,,
While the environment from which the LCSH sprang could not claim
any strong holding of Islamic literature, the initial users of the
List and most likely even now are predominantly non-muslims. The
interest of Islam, therefore, as far as the establishment
of subject heading is concerned in the LCSH, was nol and may
still not be a priority issue, In any case, sincc the patrons
of the library whose collection constituted the basis of the
List are predominantly non Muslims, the provigion of n
satisfactory Islamic heading can hardly be expected, The interests

and approaches of the mejority of patrons often detcrmine what
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priorities a library may pursue. The interest of thie minority
could easily be thrown over-board, Theorics of collection

|.IJE‘
development may state otherwise but in reality / interest of the

majority prevails,

The situation described above gives us a clear position
of the Islamic subject headings in the LCSH, It was simply a
minority case., But the minority case has now acauired some
strength of number with the wide adoption of the LCuH in musl im
countries and elsewhere like Nigeria where large seale
acquisition of Iglamic materials is persued, This new
development explains the mounting pressure on the Library of
Congress (LC) to remedy the inadequate nature of its List of

subject headings in the light of prevailing circumstances,

The 859 Islamic subject headings searched from the LCSH,
one may point out, are inadequate for the vast [icld of Islam,
This relatively few number of headings account for the missing of
many headings that should have been incorporated into the List.
We have earlier on noticed that headings like Islomic banking
Islamic revivalist movements, ladith-compilation, Hadith-
classification are all not existing in the List, Olher headings
relevant to Iglam but not available in the List are Iclamic
brotherhood, Islamic revolution and Birth control (Islam).In our
analysis it has also been pointed out that where Iclamic heading- -

given in the LCSH detailed subdivision, even where the need is
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obvious does not seem to have been provided., It was particularly
mentioned that an example Prayer ((slam ) wes given with no subdivision
of kinds of nryers. On this guestion of subdivision we ean further
take the example - Arabic language as a heading where some subdivision
is given (See Appendix 1) but the following elements are not

provided:

Arabic language

= Dictionaries

Foreign elcments
- Grammar

History

Periodicals

Bhetorics

- Study and teaching

The examples quoted above on the omission of certain
Islamic subject headings in the LCSH and lack of subdivision
on some of them resulting into non specificity of headings are
obvious weaknesscs. These weaknesses demonstrate a clear
proof of the inadequncy of the LCSH to provide detailed subject
headings that could lay open and expose the richness and variety
of Islamic literature to students and scholars, Patrons are likely
to miss important items when appropriate and specific headings

are not provided in either a dictionary catalogue or an index to
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a classified catzoloiue, With such large number of omissions

of Islamic headings in the LCSH, even the most inguisitive patron

who may often ask quecstions in the library will undoubtedly
miss some important information he may require for his
research, Consequently, his work cannot be of high

quality.

The omissions of some Islamic subject headings in the
LCSH and the non-spceificity of others have rendered the
LCSH inadequate as a major tool in. large Islamic libraries.
This may explain the rcasons why the National Library of Egypt
the University of Jordan libraries took the most appropriate

measure of constructing their own home madc schemes.

The biases and prejudices of some Islamic subject
headings in the LCSH have been long established,
particularly with regard to the adjectives Mohammedans,
Mohammedan and FMohommedanism, Although these abhored
descripters have now been deleted from the List and
substituted with othere, there still remains one unwanted

Islamic hecading, This in particular is:

Muslims, Hlack

nnd
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The strong objection to this herdings is nccountad for by its

intense racial and dr-gsatory undertoncs,

The biased nature of the LCSE has alsc een noted in
its favourable and detailed treatment of Chinsticnity as
agiinst the prejudiced and nnrrow conception ol Iclam
perpetunted. The manner in which t0piglhez'.dinga which denute
doctrines, nctivities and beliefs shared by both Isglam and
Christianity, but in fundamentally different approaches, have
been presented gave a clear indication of binsed treatment
and surbodination of Islam to Christianity, Vhile the genus
headings of examples like F.jth, God,and dell were specially
meant to apply to Christianity Islamic headinus for the

seme concepts had to carry a tag as below:

Faith (Islam)
God (Iglam)

Hell (Islam)

Ecual tresiment of both Islam and Christinuity would have

resul ted in the application of the Christian mark to the

srme genus hendings, Because a large number of the Iglamic
subject headings in the LCSH had their origine or moted in the
genue neadings earlier esteoblished for Chrigstianity it could
be stated that the Iglamic headings have been grafted on a2
Christian headings superstructure. This situation of strange
bed fellows with Christian headings influemcing what form the

Islamic headings should be could be convenient and satisfactory
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arrangement for Christianity but certainly not for Islam

which sees itsel f independent of all other religions.

The freguent inconsistencies of the LCSH, especially
with regard to the styructure of headings, doee not appear
to be a serious defect on Islamic subject headings, One
example has however, been cited. It is on the adoption of two
varieties of spclling of the same word namely Caliphate and
Khilafat. This inconsistency could easily be remcdied by
adopting one of the two varieties of spelling and sticking

to it,

Writers on Islam, cspecially the non-muslim oncs are
known to employ variant spellings of the temm “Qur'an" apart
from the correct version, Some of the wrong ones are "Koran" and
"Kur'an", Thesc are uscd against the correet fom “Qur'an”,
It has been noted that the LCSH has been using one of the wrong
forms "Koran'" in contrast to what prevails in the current

Iglamic literature,

The Islamic history subject heading headings given under the
headings "Arabic countries”, "lIslam" "Islamic empire" and "Near
East" should for mllo&ion purposes and convenience of the

user be brought under one concept- Islamic history which is

more common in the Iglamic literature,
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5.2 Conclusion

While reflecting back and directing our focus on the
ma jor outcomes of this study, it is appropriate to recall the
objectives and the ggsumptions that followed and test the
achievement of the objectives and the affirmation of the
assunptions or otherwise., These hinged mainly on the
biased nature of bthe LCSH and its inadequacy to provide detailed
Islamic subject heading system not orly for major Islamic
librarics but also foxr libraries with rcasonable stock of

Islamic materialo.

Out of the 859 Islamic subject hegding identified in the
LOSH only one is found not acceptable to thig writer, which

ig Muslims, Blncke It is re jected on the ground of its strong

othnic bias. The remaining 858 are found appropriate, Some of
these acceptablc headings are however, slated for modification.
Thege include Islamic headings, on Tslamic history and others
depicting inconsistoncy and wrong variant spellins.

The limited number of Iglamic gubject headings identified
in the LOSH and the apparent broad naturc of some of them as well

ag the omigsions of gome other concepts on which Islamic

literaturc cxists, all demonstrate the inadeguacy of the List tc
make z satisfactory subject heading for Iglam, The limited coverage
of Islam in the LUSH as pointed out in chapter four of this study

has ccourred as a result of 1imited number of Islamic materisle at

i
|



the LC; hence the lack of full coverage of Islam should not be
counted as a scrious lapse on part of the compilers of the List.
Going by the present policy of adhering to the principle of
literary warrant the only remedy to the unfortunate situation
is the regorous acquisition of manifold varicty of Islamic
materials by the LC te provide the required number of Iglamic
headings. 3But this measure is impracticable considering the
nature and the environment of the LC, 5o, librarians concerned
about the limited I dlamic headings in the LCSH could either on
their own improve the List or take the most drastic measure

of establishing a special subject heading List for Islam,

On the qudstion of biased treatment of Ijlamic subject
headings the data anelysed pointed to the existence of this
shortcoming. A conecept like Muglims, Black which is derogatory
and offcnsive to Muslims has been incorporated into the List,
Also the priority treatment accorded Christianity against the
relegation of Iglam to a position of one of the species of
Christianity indicates another facet of strong bigs of the
LCSH towards Islam, The biased terminology of the LCSH
against Islam are laorgely accounted for by the adherence of
the LC to one of its guiding principles for the establishment of
subject headings, This principle stated that "“the reader is
the focus in all cataloguing principles and practice”, and the
readers in this cnsc are predominantly Christians, if only

nominally, whose preconceived approach to subject headings have



80

permeated and dominated the headings in the LCSH. So, the

Christian bias in the LCSH is a fundamental feature of the List
rooted in ite principles and therefore ag leng as the principle
of "reader focus" in establishing subject headings is not modified

the LCSH will remain Christian-oriented and biased to Islam.

To coneclude this study, it needs to be further re-

eMphasised as Berman pointed out that:

a subject echeme (like the LCSH)
ghould ideally manage to encompass
all the faecets of what has been
printed and subsequently collected
in libraries to the satiefaction
of world wide community. But in
the realms of subject headings
thot daenl with people and cultures,
in short with humanity,.. the LC
Ligt can only "satisfy" parochial,
jingeistic Buropean and North
Americans white hued, at least
nominally Christian (and 5
preferably protestant) in faith,,”

This honest and frank statement underscores the general
dissatisfaction of people with the LCSH aport from thoge white
Europeans and North Americans. With regard to Islam, the
dissetisfaction asgumed greater diamentions. A4s foxr as Iglam is
concerned LOSH represents a distinct view of other peoples and
cul tures dictated by a particular world view of krowledge

held by American and Burcpean socicties. As a reflection of
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imerican and Buropean view of Ielom it needs to be pointed
outy that the List could never reconcile witi, the ceneeption
of Islam about itself. With this in mind one coldd see the
futility of modifying the LCSH to suit Iglaw Jor the purpese
nf congtructing subject headings., The modific:tions could
gerve as interim mensures and band aid solutions to a
fundamental problem, The permanent solution ta the problem
of inadequate and birsed Islamic subject hewdings as exists
in the LCSH would be the establishment of 2 speeinl Islamic
subjeet heading scheme that could adequately cater for the

interest of Islam,

S +3 Recommendatiors

1« There iz need for recasting and re-cviluntion of the
guiding principles for the establishuwent of the LCSH
in order to allow fur any meaningful ~nd fundéomental
changes that could make the LCGH less biaged ond less

offensive to Iglam.

2. To provide for greater specificity of the fglrmie
subject hesdings the LC should embark on a programme
of increesed acouisition of variety of Islcuaic
materials as well as euploy subdivieion toechnique

on as many headings as possiblc.
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The LC in its cheoice of Islamic hoodiaogs should lay

oreeter ewphasis on secarching Ielamic literature written
by ’muglims rather than the literniure of Islam produced
by non-muslims especially Western Chrigtinn Scholarg

of Islam whe are known to havae used and 2are still

uging terminologies that are offensive and derogatory

to IalaIﬁ.

The LC should have muslim scholars of ILgliun among
its cataloguing staff who could decidc on the
establishment of apprepriate lsiamic hecdings that
are not inimienl to Islam; in the event of lack

of these LU should seek for the assistance of Muslim

scholars spread over American universitiec,

In recognition of the existence of Arcbic and
English terminol ogy among tne Islamic headings in
the LCIH, there is the need for librarics zeouiring
Islawic materials to employ cataloguers inowlodgeatle

on Islam.

The terminolo;y of the LCSH with reference to Islamic
heedings, the biases and prejudices in particular
reflect the language patterns of the Awncrcican and
Europern societies which are supported by larger
cultural norms, A change in language paiteins, take
any language, is not an easy task. Thiwx explains the

relative resistance of the LC to changes in its subject
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headings where necessary. Moreover, the LC evaluates
recommendations for additions and changes in the light of the
effects such additions and changes would bring to its catalogue
in tems of cosig, labour and other considerations. These all
point to the relutive commitment of the LC to retain its
existing subject-~headings inspite of whatever mounting pressure
of criticism and demands for changes. In recognition of this
state of affairs against the ever growing need for more effective
access to Islamic literature through tools devoid of bias and
prejudices, it is recommended that librariane and all concerned
at nationel and international levels through committees should
work together to create an Iglamic subject heading system
that will renetrate the depth of Isglamic literature and make

it accessible for study and research,

To guide the establishment of an Islamic subject heading scheme

there is the need to develop principles for the scheme,

Participants for the establishment of an Islamic subject headings
schemg should draw from the experiences of other subject-heading
compilers, In thies connection Joan Marshall's "Principles for
establishing subject headings relating to People and Peoples"
sunmarised in the literature review of this study should be
consulted. The principles offer general guidelines that could
facilitate subject hcading establishment in the areas of

humanities and social sciences.
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APYENDIX 1

LIBR.IY OF CONGRESS SUBJECT HEADINGS
9TH ED, ISLAMIC SURJECT HEADINGS
Abbasids
Absence and presumption of death (Islamic 1law)
Acquisition of property (Islamic 1aw)
Actions ond defences (Islamic law)
AdWltery (Islamic law)
Advisoyly openions (Islamic law)
Agency (Islamic law)
Aghlabids
Agricul tural laws and legislation (Iglamic law)
Ahli Hadith
Ahne.diyy=
Alids
Aliens (Islamic law)
A mohades
Amorabides
Amdcts (Iglam)
Angels (Islam)
Ansar
hpostasy (Islam)
Arab countries
- History
- Higtory to 622
- History - 622 - 1516

1517-1918

- History

- History - 20th century

- History - Arab revolt

- Politics and government



iArab countries periodicals
Arabesques
Arabia
Arabia in the Bible
Arabian shield, Saudi Arabia
Arebic - Afrikaans dilect
Arabic alphabet
Arabic ballads and songs
‘rabic drama
Arabic drema (comedy)
Aratic imprints
Arabic language
- Dialect
- Buginess Arabic
-~ Dialects
-~ Dialects - Judeo Arabic
- Dialects - Falta
~ Translating
-~ Transliteration
- Vriting

= Writing, Koranic

Arubic language in Lebanon
Arabic libraries
Arnbic literature

- To 62.

- 622 = 750

- 7% - 1258
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- 1258 - 1800
- 1801 -
- 20th century
~ Cataloguing
= Christian authors
- Coptic authors
- Egypt
- Malta
Arabic newspapers
Arcbie orations
irabic periodicals
hrabic philology
Arabic poetry
-~ To 622
~622 = 750
~750 - 1258
~1258 « 1800
~1801 -
~20th century
~Christian authors
~Jewish authors
frabic proge literature
Arabic students in the US /[
Arabic studies
Arabic wit and humour
Lraniam
Arabists

Arabs

ete_/
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- History
-~ History - To 622
Arabg. - Heligion
Arabs in Africa
Arabs in literature
Arabg in Palestine
Arabs in Sind
Arabg in Spain
Arabs in the United States

Architecture - Islamic

Architecture - Iglamic /[ etc _7 influcnces

frchiteciure - Islamic - Africa, HNorth

= Iglamic =« Iran
- Islamic -~ Russia

- Islamic - Spain

Arts, Iglamic

Ascetism - Islam
Astrology, Arabic
Astronomy, Arabic

A=/iwezin (Aradb tribe)

Awlad 5idi Ali Bin Awn region, Tunisia

Ayyubids
Badr, Bettle of, 624
Behaigm - relations - Iglam

Barkings law (Islawic law/

Banks and Banking - Islamic countries

Barnkah
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Basmalah
Bedouins
Bedouins in Egypt [Byria ete,_ 7
Berbors
Betrothzl (Islamic law)
Bible — Islamic interpretations
Hlack Muslims
Blaspheny (Islam)
Book binding, Iglamic
Booty (I1amic law)
Caixro

- Fire 1952

- Riot 1952
Calendar, Islamic
Caliphate
Caliphs (Arabian)
Caligraphers, Muslim
Caligraphy, Arabic
Caligraphy, Islamic
Capacity and desdbility (Isiamic 1aw)
Capital puiishment (Iclamic law)
Charitoble uses, trusts and foundations (Islamic law)
Children - Keligious life (Islam)
Children (Islamic law)
Christianity and other religions -~ Islam

Chronolory, Islamic
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Cities and towns, Iglamic
Citizenship (I1slamic law)
Civil rights (Islamic law)
Civilisation, Arab

- Greek influences

-~ Iranian influences

- Occidental influences
Civilisetion, Islamic

- Greck influcnces

- Occidental influcnces
Civilisation, Occidental - Muslim influences
Civilisation, Semitic
Coins, Arab
Coins, lslamic
Coing, Omayyad
Commercial law (Islamic law)
Communism and Islam
Companions of Muhammad, the Prophet
Compensation (Islamic law)
Compromise (Islamic law)
Consanguinity (Islamic law)
Consolation (Islam)
Constitutional law (Islamic law)
Contracts (Islamic law)
Cookery, irab
Corporation law (Islamic law)

Cosmology, Islamic



Cogtune, Aradb

Costume, Iglamic

Courts, Islamic

Creation (Islamic)

Criminal law (Islamic law)
Criminel Liability (Islamic law)
Criminal procedure (Islamic law)
Cultus, Islamic

Datwah (Islam)

Death (Islam)

Debtor and Creditor (Islamic law)
Demonol ogy, Islamic

Devil (Islam)

Devil —~ Koranic teaching

Dhat al ~ Sawri, Battle of, 655
Din - illahi

Dirham (Coin)

Discernment of spirits (Islam)
Distribution of descendent's estates (Islamic law)
Ditch, Bottle of, 627

Domestic relations (Islamic 1aw)
Druses

Druses in Isrzel

Druses - marriage
Druscs (I-lamic law)

BEducation - Arabiz

Educators, Muslim

Bgypt
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Antiquities

Civilisation

- History - 610 - 1250

History - 610 - 1882

Egypt in the Koran

Enamel and Inamling , I.lamic
End of the world (Islam)
Bquality (Islam)

Eschatology, Islamic
Eschatology, Koranic teaching
Ethnology, Arabia

European war - Muslims
Evidence(Islamic law)

Evidence, Criminal (Islamic law)
Evidence, Documentary (Islamic law)
BEvidence (Islamic law

Excutions (Islamic law)
Excutors and administrators (Islamic law)
Exempla, Islamic

Faith (Islam)

Faith and reason (Islam)

Family -~ Koranic teaching
Family - rcligious life (Islam)
Fasting (Islam)

Fasts and feasts- Islam

Fate and Fatalism (Islam)
Fatwas

Folk literature, Arabic
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