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A B S T R A C T 

This research study investigated the impact of Pentecostalism on the 

Orthodox Churches in Northern Nigeria (1976-1996). The interest of the 

researcher on this subject arose from the numerous constant criticisms levelled 

against the Pentecostal movement. They are accused of commercializing 

Christianity, over-simplifying the truth of the Gospel, preaching Christianity 

without theology et cetera. 

The study examined the growth, strategies of expansion and effects or 

impact of Pentecostalism on the Orthodox Churches in Northern Nigeria. 

Seven null hypotheses were formulated for the study. The data gathered 

through questionnaire were analyzed using frequency, percentages and T - Test 

as appropriate. The statistical tests revealed that three of the seven null 

hypotheses were retained while four were rejected. 

The instruments used for the collection of data for this study were 

questionnaire and observation. A total of 900 copies of the questionnaire were 

sent out and administered to ministers and members of both Pentecostal and 

Orthodox Churches of which 798 were returned. Of these, 720 were found to be 

usable for the research. The researcher personally observed three Pentecostal 

Churches and three Orthodox Churches. The findings of the research revealed 

that: 
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1. There was a rapid growth of Pentecostalism across the Northern 

States of Nigeria from 1976 - 1996. 

2. The factors responsible for the rapid growth of Pentecostalism 

include: the crave for materialism, spiritual malnourishment of 

members of the Orthodox Churches, deeper unders tanding of the 

Bible, loose living (sin) and disbelief in the spiritual gifts by some 

leaders of the Orthodox Churches and the search for miracles. 

3. Both Pentecostal and Orthodox Churches used similar strategies for 

the expansion of their Churches - such as evangelism, crusades, 

advertisement on Radio and Television houses, demonstration of 

love among members and charismatic leadership of the Church 

leaders. 

4. The Pentecostal Churches influenced many Orthodox Churches in 

a number of ways, e.g.: regular prayer meetings, all-night prayer, 

shouting "Praise the Lord, Hallelujah," d rumming and clapping of 

hands, singing and dancing dur ing Sunday and other worship 

services, casting out of demons, laying of hands , giving testimonies 

of the goodness of God. 

5. The infiltration of Pentecostal tendencies into the Orthodox 

Churches has influenced the style of prayer, mode of worship, 

music and even administration of the Church affairs among the 

Orthodox. 

6. The impact of Pentecostalism includes spiritual awareness among 

Christians, relying on prayers, willingness to give sacrificially for 

the sake of the gospel. 
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7. The negative influence or impact of Pentecostalism has led to some 

broken homes, separation of children from their biological parents, 

separation between husbands and wives and loss of close 

relationship between Christians and unbelieving members of the 

extended families. 

It can be concluded that the rapid growth of Pentecostalism in Northern 

Nigeria was not unconnected with the economic situation of the entire country. 

In the light of the findings of the study, specific recommendations were made: 

A. The government should provide the needed atmosphere that 

would facilitate a peaceful co-existence between the Pentecostal 

and Orthodox Churches through the teaching of Christian 

Religious Studies in schools. 

B. Both Pentecostal and Orthodox Churches should organize joint 

annual seminar in each major town or local government on topics 

that will create mutual understanding, unity of purpose and 

healthy relationship. 

C. Christians should be more practical in showing love to one another 

as commanded by Our Lord Jesus Christ. This may be 

demonstrated through mutual acceptance and respect, peaceful co­

existence, sharing of Christian fellowship in worship, prayer and 

material blessings. 

D. To ascertain whether some Pentecostal Churches were established 

on material benefits, a comparative study of the New Testament 

Church and Pentecostal Churches should be undertaken. 


























































































































































































































































































































