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ABSTRACT

The study is an attenpt to |look at the effect of
creation of states both on the changi ng spatial patterns
of popul ati on novenents, and the devel opnent of the
newstate capitals and the entire country. Prior to
the creation of states in 1967 and 1976, mgration
was towards the Federal Capital teritory, Regional
Capitals ana the few industrial and commerci al

centres around them

The creation of states in 1967 and 1976, has
created other attractive urban areas for mgrants
both fromthe rural areas and other urban areas. Apart
frombeing the admnistrative centres, the new state
capitals are enmerging as the industrial and commerci al
centres within the states. Due to the opportunities
created in the admnistrative, industrial and commerci al
establishnments, the new states capital s have becone attractive
destinations for mgrants.

The influx of mgrants and the enornous private and
public investrments in the new state capital s have
I ncreased the rate of socio-economc devel opnent. Apart
fromthe effect of the expenditure patterns of the mgrants
on the economc activity in the urban areas, their novenent
al so involves novenent of capital to these urban areas.
The capital has been invested in various soci 0o-economc

ventures in the urban areas.



IV

Thus, the general |evel of socio-economc activity has

I ncr eased.

In addition to the effect of creation of states on
the changing spatial patterns of popul ation novenent
It is a step foward towards equitabl e spatial devel opnent

of the country.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRCDUCTION

161 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The evoluation of Nigeria as a country with its external
boundries and internal administrative structure has been a
product of complex inter-action between political,
historical, and ethnic factors over the years.

The history of the intermal administrative structure
of the country can be traced to 1900 when the British
colonial government took control of the territories of the
Royzl Niger Company., By 1906, there were two groups of
provinces under the British control namely: the provinces
comprising the protectorate of Northern Nigeria; and the
provinces comprising the colony and the protectorate of
Southern Nigeria.

When Nigeria was amalgamcted in 1914, the old
administrative units of the then Northern Nigeria
protectorate and the colony and the protectorate of
Southern Nigeria was maintained, The provincial system
of administration was tased on the groups of provinces
formerly comprising the protectorate of Northern Nigeria
and the colony and protectorate of Southern Nigeria.

In 1951, the provinces were grouped into Regions
namely: the Northern, Eastern and Vestern Regions. The
minorities within each of these regions started demanding
for regions of their own as early as 1954, These demands

led to setting up of Willinks Commission in 1957 to look

= sammrnn M
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into the fears of the minorities. The Commission did not

-

recommend the creation of regions but due to the persistent
demands of che minority, a provision was made in the
constitution of Nigerisz, setting out conditions for

creatin~ new regions. Under these provisions the
Mid-Western Region was creested in 1963, thus bringing to
four, the number of regions in the Federation of Nigeria.1

In May 1967, during the llational Crisis that resulted
in the civil war, Nigeria was divided into twelve
administrative units, callecd states. There was a further
re~division in 1976 bringing to nineteen the number of such
administrative units - States-in the Fedcral Republic of
Nigeria.

The demand for the creation of more administrative
units from the existing ones has continued and it is
expected that nmore would te created in the future,

Cne of the factors which has encouraged the demand
for more administrative units is the spatial pattern of
develo; ment. The spatial pattern of colonial economy
which was continued after independence was such that the
capital cities were favoured in the provision of
socio=economic infrastructural facilities like roads,
electricity and water supply. As the administrative,
commercial and industrial centres, the capital cities
usually emerge as centres of development favoured in the
provision of socio-economic facilities and centres where
exist employment opportunities in the administrative,

industrial and comercial establishments.
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Ir contrast to these developing centres, were the

rural zreas and medium-sized urban centres? which were
either stagnating or declining3. Consquently there was
influx of migrants fron rural areas and the medium-sized
urtan areas into the developring areas. The migrants were
usually the school leavers and the Relsidiled workers,
There is evidence that the creation of states in 1967
and 1976 has affected this pattern of migration and
development, The decentralization of power means creating
several administrative capitals for the new states., The
new state capitals seem to be emerging not only as centres
of administration but also as areas of concemtration of
socio=economic activities within the states. The
phenomenal growth of the medium~sized urtan centres that
became the state capitals within the last two decades is
gradually modifying the spatial patterns of migration and

development in Nigeria.
12 LCCATION OF THE STUDY.

Makurdi, capital of Benue State, lies roughly on

Latitude 70 North and Longitude 840 East and is sited on
the banks of the Benue River on cretaceous sediments of

marine to fluviodeltatic origin. The coastal sediments
are predominatly shales, limestone and well-bedded
sandstone while inland are coarse grained feldspathic

sandstones“.
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Located in a fertile land in the Guinea Savanna
region, !zkurdi experiences tropical climate characterised
by the rain bearing Westerly winds from the coast of the
Gulf of Guinea between April and Cctober, and by the
North-Lasterly harmattar winds during the dry season
between MNovenber =nd larch., Ilakurdi experiences monthly

average Temperazture naxima of 952 - 100°F and minima of
65° - 709, liakurdi is locatec within the 'frontier! region5

where grain economy is the dominant farming activity.
Makurdi, located on the banks of River Benue, on the
main road and rail link between the Northern and Eastern
parts of Nigeria, and forming the node of feeder roads
linking the hinterland with the major road and rail line,
controls the gate way between the Northern and Eastern parts
of Nigeria,
1.3 THE GROWTH OF MAKURDI.
Makurdi's growth and structure owe much to factors
associated with its location., Prior to the construction
of the road and rail lines, lakurdi functioned as an
important inland port for Hausa traders from the North, the
Jukuns from the headwaters of Benue River; the Nupe from
the Southern water of Benue and the Tiv in the hinterland.
As early as 1934 various Europcan trading companies like
United Africa Company (U.4.C.) and John Holt Established

Trading Stations on the Banks of River Benue at Makurdi
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which became an important ccllection and distribution
centre.6

Makurdi was a trading s2ttlement established on the
Bank of River Bernue probably in the later part of the 19th
century by Hausa traders, DMakurdi probably got its name
from the Hausa word "Makurdi®, which means channel, and
describes a narrow crossing point on the Banks of River

Benue where the present site of Makurdi is located.’
It is believed that the earliest settlement established in

the area was a Hausa settlement on the bank of River Benue
which was used as a trading post. Here Hausa traders from
the North, the Jukuns from the headwaters of the Benue,
the Nupes from the Southern waters of the Benue and Tivs
from the Southern Tivlané met and traded in cattle, fish,
textile materials -nd other commodities.,

With the expanding economic activity and flourishing
trade, some of the traders decided to settle around the
trading posts. The migrant populzation consisted mainly
the Hausas, Nupes, and Jukuns, A small Tiv settlement was
reported within the vicinity of the trading settlement,
but until the Tiv riot in 1964, Makurdi was ruled by a
iSarki", the Hausa ruler,

The extension of the Port Harcourt = Enugu rail line
to Makurdi in 1924 and to Kaduna and Jos in 1927 (see fig 1)
and the subsequent building of railway station and railway
staff quarters greatly accelerated the immigration and

population growth rate of Makurdi. The initial
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immigrants were people comnected with the rail construction
or the operation of the railway and their dependants, The
ethnic composition was mainly Ito. The job opportunities
createc by rail construction and the expanding trade led to
the immigration of traders, scemi-skilled labourers and
other jobs seekers who cnme in search of employment either
in the railway construction industry or to trade in the
emerging commercial centre,

The structural impact of the immigration on the growth
of the town was the establishment of railway staff quarters
and railway station which prompted the establishment of new
settlements around the railway staff quarters and railway
station. The present d-v Yulamayc East owes its origin to
the establishment of a railway station and railway staff
quarters in this area.

By 1626 Makurdi had developed to become the largest
settlement within the Denue valley, and an important trading
post due largely to its locational advantage of being linked
with the hinterland by numerous roads and footpaths (see
fig. 2). It is therefore not surprising that in 1926, the
colonial administration which was looking for a strategic
and centrally located capital for administrative convenience
and ease of communication chose Makurdi as the administrative
centre of the then newly created Benue Province, As pointed

out by ﬁjaegbu8 the establishment of new administrative

centres in the colonial days was based on consideration

of accessikility to the interior and suitable bases for
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S
the maintainance of law and order in the interior. Makurdi,

located on the major road and rail line, and the bank of
River Zenue and being linked with the interior with numerous
roads =nd footpaths provide¢ such an ideal location.

As & provincial capital, I zkurdi needs certain services
and institutions., This l¢d to provision of health
facilities, prison, post-cffice, educational institutions
and Nigeria Folice Unit in addition to Native Authority
Police Force, The institutions did stimulate migration
and accelerated population growth rate,

Some of the impacts of provincial administration on
the internal structure and growth of Makurdi was the
building of clerks quarters and Government Residential
Area (GRA) in Makurdi., When the Jjunior workers guarters
was established, other settlements cuickly developed around
it and the area was named clerks ward. In 1927 a large
piece of land was marked out for the building of Govermment
Residential Area to house the senior provincial officers,
Government Residential Areas are typical of the post 1900
towns founded- by colonial administration., As pointed out

10 the internal structure of these

by Max Lock;9 and Ajaegbu
towns was ‘characterised by grid pattern street planning,
some segregation in lay-out between European, Government
high quality residential reservation and the largely low
quality, African Residential Areas, an open or green belts...

. 1
set between the reservation and the native areas....“1
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Like many towns whose economic base was built on the
colonial adninistration, lakurdi declined when the
provincial administr-tion was abolished,

Similarly the coup of January, 1966 and the counter
coup of July, 196€ and the resultant exodus of Ibos from
the Northern vart of l!igeriaz had 2 severe impact of
Makurdi like any other mojor town in Northern Higeria.
Prior to the exodus of the Ibos from Northern Nigeria in
1966, they were the largest ethnic group in Makurdi
numbering about 5,370 out of a total population of 16,713
in the 1952 census. In addition, the Ibos dominated the
social and economic 14fe Of llakurdi as they were the owners
of major shops and service centres, owners of most of the
residential houses and fleet of vehicles that plied the
roads., They also constituted the bulk of the employees in
most of the social service c:tablishments like hospitals,
the railway and the post office., Their sudden departure
had severe impact on the socio~economic activity of Makurdi,

When the lMigerian civil war broke out in 1967, Makurdi
with its strategic =nd locational acdvantages became the
headguarters of the Second Division of the Nigerian Army,
Despite the strain of the civil war and the stringent
security measures enforced in lMakurdi and other parts of
the country during the civil war, the economic and social
life of lMzkurdi continued to boom because of the concentra-
tion of soldiers in the town and the spending spree
characteristic of the Nigerian Soldiers during the civil

var,
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Makurdi became the capital of the newly created
Benue State in Fetruary, 1970, and since then it has been
the administrative centre w.¢ =rez of concentration of
social, iafractructural crd cconomic development. These
have resulted in increased rate of immigration and
population growth,

1.4 OGTATEMENT CF THE PROBLIIM,
Studies of migration in Nigeria so far have tended

to focus on the rural-rural migration2 and migration

into large urban centres13, for instance, Lagos and Ibadan,

Migration into the medium-sized urban areas has been given
scanty attention., l!reviously this attitude could be
Justified on the ground that migration into the medium-sized
urban centres was insignificant,

However, the administrctive re-—organization of the
country in 19€7 and 1276, has affected the spatial patterns
of population movement within liigeria. Farticulary, the
medium-sized urban centres that became the state capitals
have since become important destination areas.,

These medium=-sized urban centres are Ilorin, Minna,
Sokoto, Makurdi, Maiduguri, Yola, and Bauchi in the
North; Ondec and Abeokuta, in the West; Owerri and Calabar
in the East (see fig. 3).

With the decentralisation of administrative
functions in 1967 and 1976, the new state capitals did
not only become the administrative centres but also

centres of expanding industrial and commercial activity
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with the concomitant expansion of employment opportunities.
The chanz;ing spatial patterns of population movement has
implications for the growth and development of the individual
mecium-sized urban centres tiat became the state capitals
and for the emerging pattern of urban spatial system.
15 RESEARCE C3JLCTIVE.

To the best of the knowledge of the researcher no
attempt has been made to study the current migration
patterns resulting from the administrative re-organizations
of the country since 1967 with all its implications for
socio-economic development znd the urban spatial system
in the countrye.

The purpose of this research is to study the factors
that are responsible for the changes in the recent spatial
patterns of population movement especially population
movement into the rapidly expanding medium=sized urban
centres using one of the state capitals, Makurdi, as a
case study.

1.6 METHODOLOGY.

The primary source of data was the survey carried out
between April and July 1979. Data were collected on broad
aspects of the city population using House-~hold head as
sampling unit. In case of the survey of retail and service

establishments each retail ancd service establishments were
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considered as a unit,

The first set of data was collected on a sample of
House~rno.lds as regards the riemogranhic, social and economic
characteristics of the household, involving questions
relating to time when the %“ousehold settled in Makurdi,
reasons for migraticn, previcus residence, residence of
parents freguency of visits home, and income,

Data were also collected from the retail and service
establishments. Data was collected on time when the
business was established,. type of business and reasons
why the owner moved into Makurdi,

The purpose of the surveys and the data collected
was to provide information on the migratory pattern into
the new state capitals and the consequences of the influx
of migrants on the new state capitals, Wparticularly
their impact in stimulating economic activity and
development,

The secondary sources of data were the various governmen
publications that have appeared between 1979 and 1982.

The most important of these publications are: Benue State

Industrial Directory (‘I955§9),‘1£'L Benue State Industrial

Development Plan 1981 - 85 (1981)1°% and the Benue State

Urban Development Report_&j982).16

1.7 SAMPLING.
One of the greatest impediments to research in
Nigeria is not only the cost of organising large scale

research surveys but also the lack of wvital materials

and relevant data.
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Iwo census data were vailable for Makurdi, that is
the 1952 census and the 1963 census. The 1952 population
census put the population of ilakurdi at 16,713 while the
1963 census put the population of Makurdi at 53,967, a
growth of 223 per cent in eleven years,that is an annual
growth rate of more than 11 per cent between 1952 and 1963.
It is difficult to take the population figure on its face
value as a basis for research analysis in the absence of
any historical or other factors to explain such phenomenal
growth in the towns populstion between 1952 and 1963.
Infact the lack of employment opportunities and the drift
into the central urban are~s of Kaduna - Zaria - Kano from
the peripheral areas of former Northern Region17 is enough
evidence to suggest a slower rate of immigration and a
high rate of out-migration,

Moreover it is no longer possible to determine the
census districts used in both 1952 and 1963 census because
of the physical changes that have taken place in the
growth of Makurdi since the end of the civil war and
particularly since Makurdi became the capital of Benue
State in 1976. The question of reliability of census data
and delimitation of the census districts militate against
the use of census dzta and census districts,

The researcher decided against the use of cluster

sampling because of the fact that socio-economic groups
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tend to =2gglomerate in their settlement patterns, for
example high income earners teud to live in a different
section of the town from low income earners, Secondly,
migrants tend to resicde where they have friends and
relatives or where there ic an established migrant
com:usity from their housz cor ethnic group.

(n the other hand, nulti-stage sampling was too
expensive for the researcher while materials like large
scale maps of the town and air photographs were not
available,

Due to the constraints imposed by the available
resources, data and materials, the researcher decided to
choose single-stage random sampling, The housing units
were chosen as sampling units and the plan was to interview
all household heads in every tenth house in all the
built-up areas throughout liakurdi, leaving out institutional
living quarters such as hostels, boarding houses, prisons,
Military -nd Police Barracks and the smaller settlements
within the fringe of Makurdi that are gradually being
absorbed into kakurdi town due to expansion. However
Ankpa Quarters, Kwararafa, CGovernment Reservation Areas
(G.R.A.) and Lobi Quarters were includecd in the survey
because they are not only government housing estates
mainly for government employees, but there were also
private housing units existing there before the government
housing estates were locatec there., The geographic

coverage of the sample survey included the whole of the
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wuilt-up area in both new and old parts of Makurdi, that
}s, Ankpa ¥ard, Central Ward, Clerks Wards, North Bank,
North kissgion, Wadotz, Wulamayo, Government Reservation
,Area (GRA), Lobi Quarters, Kwararafa end High Level,

' The distribution of the sample is as follows.-
1. North Bank 205,
2. Wurukum 168,
3. High Level 192,
4, G.R.A, 56,
5. Ankpa Ward 191 and
6. Wadata 193 (see 15 4).

In all 1005 household heéds were enumerated in the
survey, The population of these households was 5,829
persons, approximately 5,8 rersons per household, It is
estimated that the 1005 household heads represent about
10 per cent of the household heads living in the built-up

areas.
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CHAPTER TWO

REVIEW OF LITZRATURE

There seems to be no aggreed definition of what _
constitutes migration despite the terminology suggested by
the United Nations and the United Nations publication of
dictionary of terms'., The practice so far has been for
various authors to use a variety of concepts and operational
definitions, depending on the requirements of individual
authors and the data at their disposal.

For the purpose of this study migration would be
defined as permanent change of residence from one
geographical location to anothner usually between two
~administrative units, 'Permanent' here means that the
mover does not know either the time or the direCtigE of
the future movements or both., This definition excludes the
holiday makers and visitors in the town, persons on
transit and on business trips, On the basis of origin/
destination relationship the following type of migration
may be identified.

Rural = Rural
Rural < Urban

Urban «~ Rural
Urban « Urban

Adepoju2 was of the opinion that "Rural =~ Rural migration
usually takes the form of migration frem ene savanah
peasant agricultural area to another,



from a subsistence to a cash cropping zone of vice versa.

Rural - Urban migration involves movement from an
agricultural locality to a medium-sized town or to an
urban industrial area. Mebogunje? defined Rural - Urban
migration as pbasic transformation of the nodal structures

of a society in which people move from generally smaller,
mainly sgricultural communities to larger, mainly
non=-agricultural communitiest,

Movement from one town to another, or from one bigger
Industrisl town.%o another falls within the Urban - Urban
fypology, whi%e moverment frowm one industrial or medium-

sized towns to & peasant agricultural locality falls

within the Urban - Rural typology.

2;1 CHARACTERISTICS CF MIGRANTS, .

Migration is a selective process with peculiar traits,
characteristics and sttitudes. It is believed that the
demographic, educational, social and economic characteris-
tics of migrants distinguish them from non-migrants,

One demographic characteristic of Rural - Urban
migration in Africa is the high proportion of men in the
migration streams and the dominaznce of the people in the

15 = 34 years of age in the migration stream., In Ghana,
Caldwella noted that the highest propensity to migrate
occurs in the 15 - 29 vears age category; Hempel--5

noted a peak for the 20 - 25 years age group in Kenya, while
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Callaway® estimated that three~quarters of the migrants
to Ibadar are school leavers between 15 - 25 years of age.
From a study of migration into the Federal Capital of

Lagos, Ljiogu? reported that 741.9 per cent of the adult

pepulation of fhe migrents wern under 35 vears of age.
All indications are that the age composition of the migrants
has not changed. Sada and idegbolal noted that the great
majority of the new migrants into Lagos "are young, most
of them being in their early twentiesH,

Most studies noticed the dominance of men in the

migration streans. Ejiogu9 reported sex-=ratio of 117 males "~

to 100 females. Caldwelﬂ0 pointed out the sex~ratio was

a reflection of the sex differential in rural education.

He argued since the sex differentials in rural education
are growing sraller, giris of the same educational
standing as boys are almost as likely to migrate to the
towns as boys. Harris and Todarol? found that "the
proportion of migrating women also seems to be on the increase
as educational opportunities expand,"

Studies of rural-urban pigration consistently show
a positive association b2tween education and the propensity
to migrate. The Ghananian survey revealed that 65 per cent
of the respond::»ts with no forral education had never
migrated or did not intend to migrate, compared with 17

per cent of trose respondents with some secondary schcoling12-
The propensity *to migrate increases with the length of

schooling, thus people with limited primary schooling
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have shown a lesser tendency to migrate compared with
people with secondary education. As Caldwell?? puts ift,
"there is a statistically significant association

betweer tThe incidernce and extent of education and
migrztion to urban areas.” 1In Migeria there seem to be

3 tendency for the voung .en an? women to reject the

the traditional occupa*tion of their parents and migrate to
the cities in searcn of wage-peid Jobs, The main reason
for this attitude could be the wage differential between
traditional occupation in the villages, compared with the
white collar jobs in the urban centres, The tendency is
for both people who atfended schools or not to migrate

to the urban centres in search of wage~-paid jobs.

The selective noature of migration could have a lot
of implications for development both in the source areas
of migration and the destinations,

The dominance of people in the 15 - 35 years age
category, and especially those who have some form of
schooling has a lot of implications for development. In
the first place, this age group is usually the most
productive age in the population. The area loosing them
would be lcosing the most productive and enterprising
portion of its population., This would tend to retard the
progress of the source areas., On the other hand, the
opportunities existing in the destination areas would

determine whether or not their coming c¢ould be beneficial
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to the degtinaetion ares

vl

« In 2 situation where migrants
move Ifrom lobour surkius to labour shortage areas migration
cculd be beneficigl as o mesns of efficent allocation of
labour with regards to pattans:of distribution of resources
and opportunities, bBut in a situation where movement is to
already congested labour surplus areas migration could
agegravate the unemployment and social vice in such desti-
nation areas.,
2.2 MIGRATION ARD MOTIVATION

The consensus of opinion in most parts of Africa is
that economic motives are the primary determinant of the
quantity and direction of migration flows.14 Similar
conclusions were reached Ly Thomas1® in a review of Latin
American migration studies and by MacDonald and Co.16  in
the study of migration in the United States of america,
In a study of Rurzl = Hursl migration in Nigeria
similar conclusions were reached by most researchers,

As Ud017 observed ‘tthe desire for economic betterment

was the most important reason for wmigration from one

rural ares to anotherV, In a study of mobility in
North-Western Migeriz, Protherol@ found that 52 per cent
were seeking food, 16 per cent were seeking money, 21

per cent were going to trade wnile 8 per cent migrated for
some oOther reasons. In a study of migration into the
Federal Capitazl of lLagos, Sad:z and Adegbolaqg reported that
the dorinant reasons for migrating to Lagos were related to

ecoromic oprortunity, The analysis siowed that employment

related reasons asccount for over half of all the reasons



27

giveng 43.85 per cent ¢f the respondents came to Lagos first
and foremost to look for Jjobs whiclh they perceived were
available in the Capital then in other urban centres in

the country, while 2.53 per cent came to Lagos primarily

to enter professional life by lezarning trade.

In a 3tudy of nigration into South=Yest

?

Nigeria, Adepoju reported that “some of the migrants

were attracted bv...... the opportunities in commerce,
trade and service industries." He concluded that
fmigration to this towns crir be viewed as a rssponse to
real or imagined opportunitviesV.

In most of these cnses the researchers have based their
conclusions on responses Lo such questions as "Why did you
migrate? Why did you leave that place? The approach
attempts to lezrn frow the migrant himself the motives for

migrating., This iz a zubjective approach.21 The respondents

always emphasize the econcmic motive for their movement
such as higher income, better employwent opportunity,
trade, food, to earn cash, business and moderate cost of
living.

Although this method is useful in establishing
economic factors as central to decisions to migrate, the
approach is lipited i:: explaining the direction, and the
rate of migration flows, FPurther, the critics of the
approach argue that the battery of questions which the

migrant is often asked to respond to, do not reveal the
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real cause for nigration decisior., It is only platitudes2Z2
and that individual motivetions usually reported are infact

rationalisations of the behaviour within the system@3
24

Bouge has argued that in most cases the migrant is

not fuily aware oi 211 the forces at work that prompted
the decision teo uwove, The migrant usually reports the
#last straw motives" while the real causes may be over=-
shadowed or ommitted completely,

Taylor25 suggested three approches in the study of
motives for migration, viz:

1. Accept the migronts' own statement of motives,
(Subjective aporosch).

2+ Infer motives frow a2 study of objective
3tructural determinants and impute these
motives to the migrant, (Objective approach).

- 3, Combine tne migrants subjective account of
motives with our own inferences,

26

Mabogunje has suggested a system's approach.

The system's approach sees migrotion 2s a response to
changes in the social, econcomic, political and technolo-
gical environment. These éhadges are transmitted to the
potential nigrant as stimuli or impulses to which he
responds.

In the study of migration, one would be on the safer
side to use both objective and The subjective approaches.

While the migrants mey be reporting hkis motive for
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migrating, the changes in the social, economic, political
and technological environment may have created the need
and influenced the attractiveness or non-attractiveness
of certain origin/destination areas. Although economic
factors are the important motive in the decision to
migrate, it is by no means the only factor,

In Africa where migrants maintain a close link with
the community of origin through visit home, remmitances
of money home, the non-economic motive for migrating to
a town may be the towns nearness to the migrants community
of origin, In a study of migration into Ife and Oshogbo,

Adepoju27 reported that 4.7 per cent of the respondents in
Ife and 9.2 per cent of the respondents in Oshogbo said

they migrated to this towns because of nearness to home
place., Proximity to the migrants community of origin has
the "efiect of reducing the cultural gap, and the problems
of adjustment to the new environment. It also facilitates
contacts with home and the supervision of migrant farms
and other projects at their home places."

Another non-economic factor may be the availability of
educational facilities and opportunities for training
in the urban informal sectors in the urban areas. In
Nigeriz many youths would migrate into the urban areas
where exist most institutions of higher learning and
where opportunities exist in modern crafts and skilled

trade for apprenticeship.
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In Lagzos, Sada and Adegbolazg reported that 13.92 per cent

of their respondents gave availability of educational
facilities in Lagos as the reason for migrating into Lagos.
There is a consensus of opinion that there is a strong

influence of friends and relatives resident in towns on the

decision to migrate.’° The major influence of friends and - -
relatives resident in town is to provide information on

the urban Jjobs, provide food, housing and support for the

new migrant, "The role played by relatives and friends

in the initial process of adjusting to town life is a

very crucial one, The host, not only feeds and in some

cases clothes the new migrant, but also helps in getting

him a job. He may stay for a period ranging for months to

years before and even after securing urban employment".31
Jansen has urgued that in the migration process in which

people are turned from their traditional cultural frame-
work, and thrown as strangers into an unfamiliar

cultural framework, the immigrant community of the friends
and relatives provide the "lBeachhead from which they move
with strength. This probably explains why migrants tend
to go to the same place as earlier migrants i.e. chain
migration and why, on arriving at place of destination,
they tend to settle in similar areas" 32

Audu’d3 has shown that an intending migrant from rural

Sokoto can have more information about distant places to

which his friends and relatives have been to than a close
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destination and is prepared to follow such regular paths
rather tharn looking for alternative destination. Such
decision for him is & strategy to meximise security in case
of failure znd a @ezns te guarantee him protection from

exploitation.

2.5 MIGRATION AlD DEVELCEFi

The consequencas of migratiorn and development have been

an attractive area for many researchers.34 Migration is

generally seen, essentially, as human response to perceived
differences in opportunities3? and zcts as a catalyst in
the process of development.36 Since the factors of
production, labour, capital and resources and unequally
distributed in space, labour moves in the direction

where 1t gets the highest remureration., Migration
stimulates economic development by facilitating mohility
and efficient allocation of labour over regions with

regard to patterns of distribution of resources and

opportunities.BT

The migrant is described as =z person characterized
by realistic appreciation or felt needs, of high economic
expectations and actions who moves in search of profitable
economic opportunities and felt needs at destination where
exist resources and opportunities to satisfy the needs

and expectations.38

At the destinations migrants help in the utilization
of resources which would have remained unutilized, For

instance it kas been argzued that migrants have helped in
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converting food deficient areas into food surplus and
food exporting =reas.o?

Since migrants are cheracterised by high level of
economic actions and immovativeness they help in the
diffusicn of new sitills, ideas and attitudes and may in
their decision and sctivities contribute fto general
development of the econowy of the destination areas, 20

On their return te the rural villages, migrants may
have btrought back verious characteristics useful to the
sccio~economic development of the rursasl areas.

Because they are mern of high economnic expectations,
action and innovativeness they constitute reference
points for the non-movers anc they may initiate or
stimulate socio-economic development projects, and new
crops or new farming methods in tha2 rural ar‘eas.41

They also provide leadership to rural community in
socio=economic and political activities. e.g. accepting
innovations and new idesas.

On the other hand, it has been argued that a
sizeable per centage c¢i urban income is remitted to the
rural =zreas, 20 = 25 rer cent in case of Kenya and
Tanzania by the migrants.*? Tne remittance is not only
a means of redistributing income from urban to rural
areas but it could have significant repercussions for
rural development if the money is used in short-term as

working capital to hire labour at pegk gseasons or

invested in long-term basis in agriculture,
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Migrants alsc form urban based village on town unions
which embark on development proJects based on rural
infrastructure iike roads, water supply hospitals,
health centres, churches, postal agencies, markets and
cultural centres, They may form co-~operative societies
vhich may embark on economic ventures like industrial and
commercial ventures.q5

It appears that many researchers in migration in
Wigeria accept the view that migration is and effective
means of allocating labour with regard to patterns of
distribution of resources and opportunities and that
econoric developments could be achieved through effective
migration policy. As a result they have advocated various
migration policies as strategies in rural development.44

For instance Mabogunje®D advocated a national
migration policy which will ‘concern itself with
creating conditions which encourage movements of people
into different parts of the country and stimulate an
awareness that in the long run, this is %he only way of
creating a2 viable and prosperous nation", He argues
that a development=oriented nmigration policy at the levels
of the nation (or state) must encourage easy access of
migrants to land and fuaraniee lcng tenure of usage.

Ajaeghu  advoczted a migration policy for rural
regional developnent which shiould"sim at supporting,
encouraging and enhanciing further, more purposeful

voluntary migraticns away from the still pressure
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arcas ard into the relatively empty regions™, Udo®?

advocated a migration policy which would encourage easy
access of migrants to land and guarantee long tenure of
usage., To this end he ndvocated the creation of state
rural planning hoegrds irn the destinations to replace the
person=*to nerson ceals betwesy migrants and landlords,
In addition he advocated long=term leace of land to
migrants and provision of zids to migrants from Ministry
of Africulture and other zgencies,

As much as this conclusion can be said to be correct,
the long-tern consquences of selective out-migration
may have undesirable effects on the source areas. Migration
tends to "eream offY the young, the skilled and the
cducated in the source areas leaving bebhind the old
poorly educated population who are less receptive to
change.

As Richardson®8 has pointed out, "Although labour

tends to move from low~wage to high-wage areas, and from
labour surplus to shortage areas, it would be wrong to
conclude this necessarilly implies z clear-cut move
towards equilibrium®. Infact, the consequences of
migration for areas supplying large labour force is such
that the disequilibrating forces will persist and
unequal developnment may not only be produced but
perpetuated,

In the long-run it would be in the interest of
balanced development to stimulote capital investment

and development of the socio-economic infrastructures in the
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source areas gg in the destianstion areas., This will enable
the source zreas to mobilisge and aksorb their lzbour force

in a celf-suificiant sustained development,
2,4 THEORETICAL MODEL.

Theoretical analysis of migi.tion date back tc 1885

. _ . I . . = . .
when havensulne43 in his 'ieaws of migration' set forth =a

number oi empirical laws relating migration to distance,
He observed that migration tends to be towards cities
of large population and that the volume of movement
decreases with distance between the source of migration
and the centre of absorption,

2ol MIGRATION AKD DISTANCE,

0

Since Ravenstine,5 a volume of literature have

appeared in an effort to provide an adequate understanding

of the relationship between distance and migration,2?
prominent among these works are those of Zipf and

Stoufzr.

[ vy
Zipf”2 formulated laws relating to population size
and distance, using grsvity mcdels. He argued that the

demographic laws of spatial interaction is similar to
Newton laws of osravitation in which the attraction of
two masses varies directly with their mass and inversely
oroportional to the distance hetween them, Similarly the
voiume oFf migratior between two areas is the function of
the popul:-tion size of the two areas and inversely

related to the distance since, the effort required to
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cover greater distance would increase with the distance,

The model is in the form of

s & PP,

ijB

T
i

Vhere ﬁij = [fumher of migrants between centre i and j.
Pin = Population of centre 1 and J.

a s

Dij = Distance between 1 and J.

Cne o0f the weaknesses of this model is that it tends
to over-estimate short distance migration, for when dis<
tance approaches zero, migration approaches infinity,

Distgnce itself is not & hindrance to migration but
it is Elfunction'of other factors like information flow,
and expenses and difficulty of traveliing over long

distance. For example, ter Heide?” found that in
Scandinavia, out-migration was more susceptible to the

influence of geographical distance in comnunities
without railway stations, than in communities with railway
stations,

stouferdt denied any direct relationship between
volume oi nmigration and physical distance, He argued
that physical distance is not an important factor as
compared with the number oprortunities available to
«the migrant, He was of the opinion that migration over
a given distance is directly proporticrnal to the number of
copportunities at that distance and inversely proportional

to the number of intervening opportunities,
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Tn a similar way Lee®” argued that the volume of
migration between two locgtions is the reflection of
the intervening obstacles anc oprorftunities between the
origin and destination and the social, ecoernomic and
environisental charzcteristics of both the origin and
destinstion,

Clsson” was of the opinion that physical distance

should be replaced by concepts like "real®, “functional',
Yeconomic®™ and "emotionel® distance, He argued that, not
only the volume but the characteristics and motivation
of migrants could be a function of distance,

Browvn, Odland and Golledge57 see distance in terms

of functions between two places (nodes). They argued that
it is possible to compute a measure of distance separating
any two nodes, termed functional distance, such that it
reflects the effect of nodal properties upon their
propensity to interact. Lesser functional distance
between two places indicates greater level of inter~action
and grester differential in the place utilities, Place
utility is defined as & measure of attractiveness or
unattractiveness of an area, relative to alternative
locations as perceived by the individual decision maker™®
Simonso8e

Despite the volume that have apreared since Revenstine

our knowledge of the relationship between migration and
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distance is far from complete,

However, a review of litérature on migration and
distance shows that distance may have a restrictive
effect upon the rate of movement and frequency and
intensity of interaction between two points in space,
The difficulty arises when an attempt is made to quantify
or qualify the nature of the relationship that exist
between migration and distance, This is not surprising
since the influence of physical distance on migration is
a function of other factors like information flow, cost
and ease of transportation, frequency and intensity of

interaction, and migrant characteristics,

2,42 DECISION TC MIGRATE.

Within the 'push and pull' framework, it is believed
that the individual has a permanent residence, This is
the state of affairs., But when an individual believes
that his needs can no longer be satisfied at this place
of residence a move somewhere may have to be considered,
this is the push factor. An individual may be satisfied
with the present site, but new information may persuade
him that a move elsewhere will offer new and attractive
opportunities. This is the pull factor, It has been
argued that eacn person is constantly exposed to factors
at a place of residence some of which inhibit movement
and others which encourage it., By the same token, there

are numerous positive and negative impulses coming from
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different potential destinations.. The decision to move
or not to move results from evaluation of all these

factors.60 Lee61 has classified factors that enter into

individual decision making process as:

y Fa#tors associated with arca of destination.
2. Factors associated with area of origin.

3. Intervening obstacles,

4, Personal factors,

Intervening obstacles may be the physical or legal
barriers to migration, costs and fatigue of movement,

personal anxiety that may result from change in familiar
social and physical environment.

Personal factors like state in life, cultural and
enwironmental conditioning, personal contacts and sources
of information and individual seansitivities, all enter
into individual perception and assessment of the

environment, (See fig.,5)
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Volpert vieved migratior from the individual
decicion making process, He was of the opinion that
migration is™ form of individual or group adaptation
to perceived changes in the environment, a recognition of
merginality with respect to a stationary position, and a
flow reflecting an appraisal by the potential migrant of
his present site as opposed to a number of other potential
sites®,62

The individual is an intendedly rational man,63 who
with his limited ability to perceive, calculate and
predict and withk otherwise imperfect knowledge of the
environment, gtill differentiates between alternative
courses of acticn sccording to their relative utility
or expected utility, Tlace utility is defined as the
Inet composite of utilities which are derived from the
individualts .integration &t some point in space.f"i\L

The decision to migrate involves an attempt by
individuals or groups to loczte at a place whose
characteristics possess or promise a relatively higher
levels of utility than in other places which are
congpicuous to him, Perceived utility of a new place

has to bhe greater than the utility in the old place
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for migration to take place, If a btetter alternative is

not evailable ‘BB g

puereon would likely remain in the
same plice, postponing the decision to migrate for periods
of time externding un to an entire life time,

In his “system approach te the study of rural-urban
migr-ition' Mabogunje65 coniceptualised the problem
of migration within the framework of the system theory,
Within thce system Iramework, complex variables can be
recognised as a 3ystem possessing certzin properties
which are common to many other systems, The system operates
within certain economic, social, political and technological
envircnment, The system with its environmert constitute
the universe of the phenomenra.

The system is dynamic and it is constantly changing.
These changes are transmitted to the potential migrant
from the economic, social, political and technological
environment., The potential migrant is being encouraged
to move by the stimuli or inpulses from the environment,

The explanation as to why people migrate is a
function of differential individual responses to stimuli
both from the environment and from the system,

6€

Mabogunje argued that the attraction of the systems

approach are that in addition to emphasising the individual
decision making process, it enables migration to be considered
as Ya circuler, interdependent, progressively complex and

self-modifying systems in which the effect of changes in
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one pzrt can be traced through the whole of the system',
2.4.3 COST=BENEFIT MODZL -

Cost~benefit spproach has been used extensively by
econonisis in evaluating education and manpower training
programes, =znd other z2conomic investments., The use of
cost=beneilt approach as an analylitical tool in the study
of nigration was developed bty Sjaastad67 and modified
by Speare®8 in the study of migration in Taiwan, The
model treat migration as an investment by an individual
from which returns are expected sufficient to offset the
costs of moving.

In the cost-benefit model, a move will take place
if the present value of all monetary benefits from moving
is greater than the monetary costs involved in the mowement.
In this model, it is assumed that, the only costs are
those of transporting the nmigrant, his family and belongins
between origin and destination and the benefits are the
difference in income between origin and destination,

The cost-benefit model 1s expressed by the following

equation.

Y43 = Ferning in the jth year st the destination
Yoj = Earning in the Jjth year at the origin
T = Cost of moving
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N = Total Number of years in which future returns
are expected.

Ly |
il

Rate of interest used to discount future earnining.
Speart9 modified the model to take care of non-monetary

factors like extent of information on job opportunities,

uncertainity of employment and cost of living, He

posi ulated that a "person will move if the sum of the various

monetary and non-monetary benefits of migration is greater

than the sum of the monetary and non-monetary costs of

migration.,®’ The model was modified so that it had the

form of 2 multiple regression equation, The resultant

model was expressed in the following equation.

IPCh(Yd-Yc)-T+h§:__vi s

where
I = Extent of information about job opportunities
where = 1 implies complete information.
P = Probability of obtaining employment at the

destination.

C = Ratio of cost of living at origin to that at
destination.
h = DNumber of years O fraction of years a person is

to wait to recoup the cost of moving.

V. = Difference in the annual monetary value of the
ith non-monetary factor between the destination

and the origin.
It was claimed that the weight for the various costs and
benefits could be determined empirically by putting

monetary value on non-monetary factor,
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One of the weaknesses of this model is how to put
monetary value on the non-monetary factors, No matter
the mathematical sophistication any attempt to put
monetary value on anon-monetary factor would be rather
subjective.

The above review of theories of migration showed some
of the atteupis to provide theoretical framework for the
study of migration, However, it can be seen from the
above review that it seems that no general theory of
migration exists, With the exception of Madogunje's

system's approach,70 each of the theories seems to focus
on a limited aspect of the problem, Even Mabogunje's

system approach has not been appliéd to rigorous empirical
research to show its applicability to migration process.
The net result of each of the theories, as Willis has
argued, seem to provide segmented view of a complex
phenomenon and a rather limited perspective of its various

dimensions.71

2.5 THEORETICAL CONSIDERATION,

In this study migration is seen as human response to
the stimuli from the changing socio=-economic, political
and technological environment, The changes do not only
affect the needs and aspiration of the potential migrant but
also the net utility of the present location and various
possible destinations, Net utility is defined as the sum
total of all that give an individual satisfaction by

locating at some point in space.
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The individual lives in a certain social, economic,
political and tz=chnological environment, The environment
is dynamic and is continously changing. . The change in one
aspect of the environment may result in changes in other
aspects of the cnvironment. For instance a change in the
political environment may result in changes in the social
and econowic environment,

There is a spatial component of this change. The
change in the socio-economic, technology and political
environment may result in changes in the net utility of the
various possible locations as perceived by the potential
migrant., For instance, the location of an industry,
relocation of an administrative centre, prospecting for
certain minerals; development of a transport network are
some of the changes in the socio=-economic and political
environment that can influence the net utility of various
possible locations for which the migrant has contact. The
net utility of a particular location is not only influenced
by the changes taking place in that location but is influenced
by changes taking place in other locations. For instance
opportunities may be created in other locations which may
affect the migrants perception of relative utility of the
present location, vis-a-vis other locations.

The net utility derived from a certain location is
a function of time, The net utility of a particular
location may decrease or increase with time depending on

the changes taking place within the socio-economic,
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technological and political environment, For instance

an important inland port, or a settlement on the main route
may decrease in the opportunities it offered with the
development of new routes while unimportant location may
te favoured by such development,

The potentiel migrant's response to the stimuli from
the enviconment is influenced by'the socio=economic,
technological and political environment and the character-
istics of the migrants,

Simmons’2 described the potential migrant as an
intendedly rational man who with his limited ability

to percieve, calculate and predict and with his otherewise
imperfect knowledge of the environment, still differentiates
between alternative courses of action according to their
relative utility or expected utility.

The potential migrant moves to a certain location
after cost~benefit analysis of the net utility of present
location vis-a-vis the possible locations and the economic
and non—-economic costs of relocation,

Despite the cost benefit analysis of the net utility
of the various destinations and the economic and non-economic
costs of relocation, migrants decision is still

influenced by migrants characteristics and the environment,
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The potential nigrants response is influenced by personal
factors li%e age, sex, family size, e=ducatior and training,
He is aiso influenced by the socio-economic and political
environment, 3ome &3 ects of the environment may inhibit
movemnt while others nay ensourage it. The environment
would generelly detormine the noture of the movement.
For instance in ccuditions of political instability, a
potential migrant may recuire a movemen®t from the present
location to satisfy certain needs and aspirations, but
the political enviroanment would influence the potential
migrants response,

It ig in this light that the various types of
population movement within the different time period
should be seen, For instance during the pre-colonial
period with its incessant ethnic wars and slave raiding,
an individual mey desire z change of location, for instance,
to acquire more farmland, The sociel and political environ=-
ment would influence the distance and choice of locations
He is likely to nmove & short distance and locate within his
ethnic enclave, There ig evidence that the change in the
political envirorment which accompained the establishment
of Brivish cclonial adwministration in :igeria, for instance

infiuenced the notterns of population movement in MNigeria,
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CHAPTER _ THREE

THE CHANGING SPATIAL PATTERHNS OF POPULATICN MOVEMENTS

Migcration tzlkes place within certain political,
social and econcmic environments and the environment
influences tue volume, direction and characteristics of
m:i.gr'ed:ion.'i The changing spatial patterns of population
movement in terms of directions, characteristics and types.
of movement may be related to the changing political,
social and economic enviromment. As Adepoju® also argued,
"The different waves, patterns, mode, as well as, the
cause of contemporary migration can be traced to the
different stages of political and socio=-economic development
in the region,®

The analysis of cityward migration into Makurdi would
well be appreciated, if viewed from its historical context,
For the recent phenomenal growth of cities in Nigeria
today, as a result of ircreasing rural to urban migration,
has its genesis ir the historical past. The detailed
analysis of each of the historical periods would however
depend to the extent that the period is considered
significant fo the present day cityward migration into
Makurdi. For the purpose of analysis those periods
are divided into the pre-colonial ersa, the colonial era,
the post colonial era and the era of new states. The
time periods do not provide a water-tight division of
the patterns, processes and causes of migration, rather the

time periods provide a basic framework for analysis.
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InTact there is evidence that certain patterns of
population movement do cverlap the time periods.

Je1 SOPULATION MOVEMENT ASSOCIATED WITH PRE-~COLONIAL
ERA,
History and legends of most of the ethnic groups

in Nigeria show evidence of uigration centuries ago into

the z2reas they arepresen,tly

Jccupying, It may not be

easy to date the time peri. .s in which the various ethnic

groups migrated to the various =reas but there is enough

evidence to believe that migration has been an

important factor in population distribution of Vest

Africa, prior to the advent of colonial administration,
The significant feature of propulation mobility in

the pre-colonial period waz that movements were usually

associsted with inter-ethnic wars, political oppression,

slave trade ard shortage of farmlionds. For instance,

powerful

it often bappened that the and organised ethnic

groups may raid and carry into slavery the weaker

ethnic groups,- Those wars nay result in sjocadic and

massive movement of the entire ethnic group in search

of refuge beyond the area of influence of their enemies.

In most cases the movement may involve fighting and

conquering of other ethnic groups weaker than them, so

that the movenent of an etknic group may set in motion

waves of other ethnic groups moving.



The other form of population wovement at this time
was that resulting from population pressure on available
farmland., Porulation pressure on available farmland was
kniown to have existed in the Southern part of Tiv land
(Vandeikya,, the Amang district of Abak -nd Ikot Ekpene,
and the Sokotc and Kano closely settled zones prior to
the advent of colonial administration.

Bohaannan? reported that the British administration
encountered Tiv migration almost as soon as they encoun-
tered the Tiv in 1912. As a result the British
administration built the 'Munshi Wall' between Gaav
Jechira and tre contiguous people of Ogoja. The wall was
meant to keep the Tiv in their place north of the wall,
but they merely climbed over the wall, This is a process
in which one ethnic group gradually encroached on the
land of the neighbouring group and gradually dispossessed
them of their land. The weaker ethnic groups are
usually pushec away from their land to the less fertile
land which the stronger ethnic zroup may not even want,

Both population movements associated with both
political instability and shortage of farmlands existed
in the Tiv arez in which Makurdi is located., It is
important to note that the first Tiv settlement
recorded in the vicinity of pres:nt site of Makurdi, the

Kpan Compound, was essentially a farming settlement.
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There is evidence that the first settler settled in the
present site cf Hakurdi tc fzrm in the fertile soil in

the Denue Valley,

3.2 PCUPULATION MOVEMENTS ASSOCIATED WITH COLONIAL ERA.
One significant effect of colonial administration on

population mobility was that it brought to an end the
incessant inter-ethnic wars and slave raiding and the
population movement, triggered off by these wars, As a
result of the 'Pax Britanica', there was a measure of
peace and security and people were able to work and

1eive in areas outside their ethnic enclaves, As Prothero
pointed out,

iThe advent of widespread colonial administration
in the late 19th century and early in the present
century brought to an end some long-established
types of population movement associated with conditions
of political and social instability.““ '
In addition to the new political atmosphere, the
colonial administration brought some social, economic
and technological changes. The advent of colonial
administration brought the country into contact with
the international monetary economy. Cash crops replaced

the slaves as export commodity amd inter-national -

currency replaced the barter system and cowrie currency.
The introduction of the cash crops led to demand

for more land than was tilled in the past with resultant

decrease in men-land ratio., On the other hand indegenous
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methods of culzivation which continued to be practised
with shorter aod sitorter periods of fallow reduced the

fertiiity of the soil and brought about an overall

£,

decrease in the @mergin of subsistence and density of
populction wnich the isnd can support.5 This development
lzd to shorcage in some rurel arens asnd aggravated the
situation in sone areqs already expriencing population
pressure on the land.

At this time of decreasing man-land ratio and
decrezasing soil fertility, the porulation was expriencing
rapid increase due to improvéments in the health
facilities and child welfare,® The increasing population
pressure on iand and the needs created for cash, to
purchase goods manufactured in the factories of Europe,
to meet obligatcry tax commitments and pay bride price
were scme of tae underlying causes of the migration
patterns for which this period is associated with.

In contrast to the land shortage and depressed
rural areas which were described above, there were certain
rural and urban areas where economic activity was expanding.
Opportunities existed in these rural and urban areas for

the surplus population of the land hungry and depressed

rural areas tc¢ be gainfully employed and earn cash to

meet their needs and aspirations. Theee rural areas were
the cocoa and rubber producing areas of the Western and
Mid-western Nigeria, and the tin mining district of Jos.,

The urban aress were the administrative and the

commercicl certres, In the north these were the
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administrative and commercial centres of Kano, Zaria,
Kadunz and Jos areas.

This period was very csignificant in the growth of
Makurdi., The first group of Hausa settlers settled on
the banks of River Benue in the present site of Makurdi

in about 1912.7 This settlement was founded on the

nineteenth and carly twentieth centuries trade route
linking the Northern parts of Nigeria and the Southern
parts of Nigeria, Migration into Makurdi in the colonial
period followed these trading routes., (See fig. 6).

In addition to in-migration of Hausa, the Jukuns,
the Nupes and the Tivs, the Ibo speaking people started
migrating into Makurdi about 1924,8 They came in
connection with the rail construcfion which reached
Makurdi in 1924, The dual carriage bridge in Makurdi

which was started in 1930 was not completed until 1932,
The extension of the rail line and the construction

of the bridge are some of the significant developments
that influenced population movement into Makurdi at this
time,
Makurdi could not supply all the labour force that
was needed in the construction. Skilled labour was
brought from the South especially the Ibos who were already
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exposed to the techiiigues, In addition the rural Tivs
movec Into a2 urdi in large numbers to get employment in
the construction activities that were goin on. Many of
them were employed either directly in the construction
industry or in trade. They accumulated wealth and
refused to go back into their respective areas after the
construction o the bridge and the rail line was overo9

In addition to the construction activities, Makurdi
developed as a major trading centre for the European
companies. By 1935, both United African Company (U.A.C.)
and John Holt, had already established stores and warehouses
houses in Makurdi.10 Their steam boats came with
manufactured goods from the factories of Europe. Makurdi
became the Headquarters and distribution centre for the
company in the area., Many of the traders who were either
agents or middle men settled in Makurdi.

The expansion in economic activities and the growing
population is reflected in the growth of population of

Makurdi from 7,655 ' in 1932 to 16,7131° in 1952. The
ethnic break down of the 1952 population figures also

illustrated the importance of migration in the population
growth, (See table 1.1). The Ibo accounted for about 32
per cent of Makurdi population by 1952 census while-the
Hausa accounted for about 24 per cent, The Tivs only
accounted for 12 per cent of the population in 1952 but
by 1982 their percentage had risen to 45 per cent of the
population. (See table 1.2).
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TABLE 1.
ETENIC COMPCSITICON OF MAKURDI 1952

1.2 1952% 1.2 1982 =

Ethnic Group | Total % Ethnic Group | Total] %
Hausa/Fulani ,011 | 24.0 Tiv 456 |145,0
Ibo 5,370 | 32.0 Izgala 82 8.0
Nupe 66€& 4,0 Idoma 83 8.0
Tiv 2,005 12.0 Cther Benue 75 7.0
Yoruba 618 4.0 Ibo 93 9.0
Kanuri 217 1.0 Yoruba 38 4,0
Bassa 50| 0.3 Hausa/Fulani | 134 |13.0
Igede 167 1.0 Other 62 | 6.0
Idona 187 | 1.0 100 I

Other Northern
Group 2,296 | 14.0

Other Nigerian | 1,003 6.0

Non=-Nigcrian

Census

++ 1982 Survey - Project International Group.
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3.3 POPULATICHN MOVEMLNT ASSOCIATION WITH POST COLONIAL
ERA,

Though rural=urban migretion could be said to have
existed before this time in Nigeria it certainly gained
momentum due largely to the colonial pattern of spatial
development. Tae pattern of spatizl development was such
that, the socio-economic infrastructures in terms of
electricity, pipe-bornewater, health and recreational
facilities, and =2ducational institutions were

concentrated in the administrative headquarters_."3 As
political, economic and administrative centres, the

headquarters were also able to provide job opportunities
in the industrial, commercial and administrative
establishments.

As Adepojul¥ pointed out, %the concentration of
ammenities, industry, administration and commerce exerted
a strong pull for traders, small-scale industrialists,
contractors, teachers, students, apprentices as well as
politicians."

In contrast to the industrial, mining, administrative
and political centres where opportunities exist, are the
depressed land shortage rural zreas which were lacking in
both opportunities and socio-economic infrastructures.
Movements from these rural areas to the urban centres

have dominated the migration studies in Nigeria.15 In
the azanalysis of inter-regional migration into the then

Northen rcgion, Greenl® rerorted that the central
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core arescs of ‘leno, Zaria, Xoduna closely gettled zone
and the mining district of Jos accounted for about 54
per cent ¢f immigration into the former lorthern Region
from other parts of the country between 1852 - 1963,

There is eviuence of strong influence of urbanization
of the central core areas on the intra-regional

within
migration . the former Northern Region. Green??

reported a net centripetal migration from the peripheral
areas to the central core areas, He ectimated that the
central core areas recieved about €2 rer cent of the
intra-regional migration within the Northern Region
between 1952 - 1963, .

The peripneral belts of the former Nothern Region
were on the whole net exporters of population because
of massive movements of people either to urban destinations
in the core areas or to the cash-crop producing rural
areas in the former Mid-western Region and Western
Regions of Nigeria, The movements of Hausa/Fulani
people from Sokoto areas, and the Lbira, Igalas, Idoma
and Tiv speaking people to the cocoa and rubber producing
areas of Western states and Bendel state has been well
documented in migration literature,18

Apart from limited local movements to provincial
towns like Makurdi, Bauchi, Ilorin, Sokoto and Maiduguri,
no rurzsl-urban movements to any other towns, a part from
the central core areas, was of any significance at this

period in the former Northern Region.
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The cclovial pattern of spatial development of
concentr:ting soclo-econcnic infrastructurel developments
in the politic:l, administrative znd commercial cenfres
was continued -fter indepencence by the political elite
that took over from the colonizl administrztors. Those
arcas of concertration are the areas around the

e

metropolitan Lazgos, Ibadan Abeokuta areas; the Xano,
Kaduna, Zaria end Jos areas; the Port-harcourt- Aba-
Cnitsha-Enugu areas and the Warri-Sapele-~Bennin areas
(see fig. 7). A good indication of this concentration
can be seen from the distribution of manufacturing
industries. By 19¢5, 82 per cent of the country's
total manufacturing plants were locoted within these
four growing areas,19

These patterns of spatizl development resulted in
waves of migration from depressed rural areass, lacking
in Jjokt opportunities and socio=-economic infrastructural
develcpments to the growing urbarn areas.

Max LoxZ0 reported that as st 1905, two-thirds
of the population of Kaduna were migrante and that
two-thirds of the migrants (66.7%) originated from
other parts of the Northern Region, six per cent (&%)
from the former Western Region, three per cent (3%)
from the former Mid-Western [egion and over one fifth
(21.55) from parts of the former Eastern Region.

(See fig. 8).
In another study _»';1.:‘-_1:.12’i reported that 74.9

per cent of the migrzazticn into Zaria urhan centres



FIG. 7 INDUS TRIAL AND COMMERCIAL ZONES
g—T L]
NN, el B = :
San oL \
K ANOD \
: )
/1 : § -
ZARA /o
A 4//
KADUNA {

NS

% ONITSHA .
- !

o/ABA

‘“PORT ®C ALABAR
ARC OURT

0 100 200 300 400 KM
1 1 1 3

SOURCE. AJAEGBU [1975)



N

FIG. 8 MIGRATION INTO KADUNA

L | 1 ] | WIDTH OF ARROW INDICATES
PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL }

10 20% ?
0 100 200 300 400 KM e & %
:

IMMIGRANTS FROM
SECTION SHOWN

SOURCE MACK LOX [1965) l




72

originated fron the then six Northern states. (see fig. 9).

If migration within Nigeria is strongly determined
by the economic factors of employment and income as
Mabogunje22 argued, then it is natural to expect
movement into the central core areas where employment
gpportunities are available in the administrative,

industrial and commercial establishments,

3«4 POPULATION MOVEMENTS ASSOCIATED WITH CREATION OF

STATES.

The evolution of Nigerian urban spatial system seems
to have been greatly influenced by the internal spatial
distribution of political and economic power, Spatial
distribution of poliitical power can be measured in terms
of how decisions allocate benefits and burdens to different
places within the society. Such locational decisions
refers to the assignment of certain funtions, services,
expenditures to individual locations,2? |

In Nigeria +the growth of urban centres like Kaduna,
Lagos, Enugu, Ibadan has beer greatly influenced by
their functions as the administrative capitals of
various political units and the decline or stagnation
of places like Lokoja and Zungeru is related to their being
deprived the unctions of capitals of political units;

The spatial d:stribution of political power influences
both the grow:h of urban centres and the internal migration

patterns.
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FIG. 9 MIGRETION INTO ZARIA
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The creatiorn of states in ligeria in 1967 and 1976
has greztly redizstricuted the s. atial concentration of
power and consqguently has influenced the patterns of
population movement, The growth and development of
various mecium=-sized urban centres in iigeria within the
last few yenrs is largely as a result of the spatial
redistricution of vower, Frior to the creation of states
in 1967 and 1976 the former lNorthern Region was a single
politicil unit with Headquarters in Kaduna, The Regional
capital th ough a new settlement established in 1905 grew
to be the industrial and commercial centres in addition
to being the administrative headquarters., Consequently
it attracted migrants from the rest parts of former
tdorthern itegion. The im ortance of the central core
areas of the former I orthern [legion as destinated areas
for migrants from the Ccouthern parts of Nigeria and the
rest parts of the former liorthern itegion has already
been discussed above,

Letween 19567 and 1976 the former Northern Region was

restructured into ten administrative units, (see fig. 4)

With the restructuring of the political units,
political power was decentralized and the meduim size
urban centre which were mere provincial headquarters
became the stnte capitals of the new states. These

medium—-sized urbaon centres are growing into major

industrial and commercial centres within the area and
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they have become alternastive destin:tion to the
central core area of Kadunz, Kano, Zaris and Jos,

In adadition people are moving to these medium-sized
urban centres, frou the both the larger urban centres

and from the rural areas throughout tne country,

.
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TABLE 2,
THE TuN NORTHERN STATES
' STATE DIVISION CAFITAL
Benue Idoma, Tiv, Igala Makurdi
Plateau Lafia, Nasarawa, Akwang=,
Jos, Lowland, Pankshin JOs
Kano Kano, Northern Kano Kano
Kwara Borgu, Ilorin, Lafiagi
Pategi Kabba
o G e z Tlorin -
Kaduna Katsina, Zaria, Jema'f,
Kaduna T.C. Kaduna
Bauchi Bauchi, Gombe, Katagum Bauchi
Borno Bedde, Biu, Gwoza, Borno,
Dikwa, Postiskum Maiduguri
Gongola Wukarri, Adamawa, Numan Yola
Niger Abuja, Bida, Kontagurz,
Minna Minna
Sokoto Argungu, Gwandu, Sokoto Sokoto

SOURCE: Compiled from Green, L. (1969)
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3.5 MIGRATICN INTO THE NEW STATE CAPITAL,

34561 VOLUME CF MIGRATION:.

In the socio-economic survey of Makurdi between
April and July 1979 the researcher found that there was
an increase in the volume of migration into Makurdi since
Makurdi btecane a state capital in 1976, The same is true
for each of the new state capitals for which data is
available,

In the liakurdi socio-economic survey of April - July
1979 the respondents were asked, "since when have you been
living in Makurdi?". The analysis showed that 95.8
per cent of —he respondents are migramts, while only
4,2 per cent of the respondents claimed to have been
living in Makurdi all their life. (See table 3).
Migration into Makurdi between 1976 - 1979 accounted for
64,5 per cent of the sample population (see table 3).
Infaect 55 per cent of the people that arrived in this
period eame in 1976 alone. In a similar survey in

Mekurdi in 1382 by Project International Limited,24
it was found that 60 per cent of the sample arrived in

Makurdi between 1977 = 1982 and only 4 per cent claimed
they had been living in Makurdi all their life; This
analysis srowed that lMakurdi became ar important
destination for migrants only after it became a state

capital in 1976. Similar surveys in Ilorin25 & Maiduguri
for which deta are available yielded similar results,
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TAGLE 3.
MIGRATICH IWNT0O MAXURDI

PFRIOL %

Boim in Makurdi ‘ 4,2

1956 -~ 19860 5.0

19€1 = 1965 9

19€6 = 1970 , 9,2

1971 = 1975 18.2

1976 - 1979 64,5

100,0

Total Size of Sample, 1005,

SOURCE: Makurdi Socio~Lconomic Survey, Aprile
July, 1979.
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For instance migration into Maiduguri between 1968, when
it started functioninz as a state capital, and 1973, when
the survey was conducted accounted for about 62.4 per cent
of the sample population [see table 4), In the case of
Ilorin migration into Iiorin betueen 1968 when it started
functioning sc 2 etate caiital and 1974 when the survey
was conducted accounted for about 79 per cent of the sample
population (gee table 5).

In the reriocd between 1666 - 1970, 9.2 per cent of the
respondents :settled in Mzkurdi, This was the period of the
crisis that Jed up to the Nigerian Civil War, This was
also a perioc of massive out-migration of Ibo speaking
people from ilakurdi and other towns and villages in the
North of Nigeria., This period also witnessed a counter
imrigration stream of Tiv speaking people from the
hinterland o Makurdi and Yoruba speaking elements from the
South and Yorruba speaking areas of former Northern Nigeria,
who migrated intc Makurdi to f£fill the vaccum created by the
departing Ib> speaking people,26

In the period between 1971 - 1975, 18,2 per cent of
the sample population settled in Makurdi. The high rate
of immigration within this period could ke attributed to
the return mwigration of people from the war affected
areas of the former Eastern States at the end of the

hostilities. According to 3Sada and Adegbola,27

"within few months after the ceasation of hostilities,
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TABLE 4,

MIGRATION INTO MAIDUGURI

PERIOD %
Before = 1962 24,3
1962 - 1967 16.8
1968 - 1969 24,9
1970 - 1973 34,0

b TOTAL | 100.0 |

Total Size of Sample, 6,202

SOURCE: MAX Lock (1973), Maiduguri, ppe 7.3 1.6,

TABLE 5.

MIGRATION INTO ILORIN

PERIOD FREQUENCY %
Before - 1962 11.0
1963 - 1964 13.0
1968 - 1969 15.5
1970 - 1974 60.5
TOTAL 100.0

hm“
Total Size of Sample, 91,000

SOJRCE: Compiled from Doxiadis Association,
(19?4) Ilorin PDe 509.
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the Ibo speaking people that survived the civil war were
already returning back to various towns and cities in
the rest parts of the Country", With reference to the
Maiduguri survey, the analysis showed that 74 per cent

migrants

of the in Meiduguri2® who came from the war

affected areas came between 1970 - 1973, that was at the
end of the civil war (see takle 6). The result of these
studies in the new state capitals has shown that the
creation of states in 1967 and 1976 and the resultant
increase in opportunities in the new state capitals has
made the new state capitals attractive destination

areas, 29
The main factor responsible for the current

reditribution of population in the country is the
re-organisation of the political structures and the
spatial redistribution of political ~nd economic power,
There is strong evidence that migration into Makurdi
has increased in volume since it became a state capital
in 1976. The new function as state capital means
capital investments in the provision of socio-economic
infrastructures and influx of state and federal
government emrloyees, The concentration of population

r gooa%uul services which has

has created demand fo
attracted private investments and therefore increased

the general level of economic cctivities,
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TABLE 6.

MIGRATICH INTC MAIDUGURI FRCM FORMER EAST-CENTRAL,
RIVERS AND SOUTH EASTERN STATES.

PERIOCD %
v ~)
Before - 1962 1.1
t 1963 W, 1567 1.1
1968 = 1969 23.97
1970 -~ 1973 73.8

Total Size of Sample, 363.

SCURCE: Compiled from Max Lock (1973),
Maiduguri pp. 7.3.16.

SeDed ORIGIN AND DIRECTION OF MIGRATION

In this study it is observed that 30,7 per cent of
the sample respondents came from Plateau State while Benue
State accounts for 28.3 per cent of the respondents
(See table 7 znd fig, 10) only 4.2 per cent of the
respondents were born in Makurdi and claimed to have been
living in Makurdi continously (See table 3). Anambra
State account:s for 6,3 per cent of the respondents, Kaduna
5.6 per cent, Kano 4.7 per cent while Kwara and Lagos
accounted for 3.9 and 5.9 per cent respectively, (See table
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MIGRATICN INTO MAKURDI BY STATE

STATE %
Anambra 6.3
Bauchi o6
Bendel 1.8
Benue 28,3
Borno o6
Cross River 1.8
Gongola .9
Imo 2,0
Kaduna 5.6
Kano 4,7
Kwara 3.9
Lagos 5.9
Niger -
Ogun o3
Ondo 1.2
Oyo 2.4
Plateau X
Rivers 2.0
Sokoto -
Asian o3
e European 4
TOTAL 100.0

Total Size of Sample, 1,005,

SOURCE: Makurdi socio=Economic Survey, April -

JU].'Y, 1979.
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FI1G. 10 MIGRATION INTO MAKURDI
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In the Makurdi survey of 1982, it was reported that
60 per cent of migrants in the town arrived from other
parts of Benue State while the second largest group of

14 ver cent came from Plateau State,2C It appeared from
the resuit of the 1982 survey that while the volume of
migration from Plateau state may have declined signifie
cantly, the wvolume of immigration jrom other parts of
Benue state aias increased significantly,

Six states (Plateau, Ananbra, Kaduna, Kano Kwara
and Lagos)} accounted for 57.3 per cent of the respondents
while six states {Bauchi, Bornc, Gongola, Niger and Sokoto
and Ogun) aczcounted for only 2,4 ver cent of the
respondents.,

The high rate of imnigration from Flateau, Kaduna,
Kano, Lagos and Xwars states could bLe the result of three
factors, namely distance, level of socio-economic
develorment znd former political relationship with Benue
State.,

figration tends to flow from both areas of high and
low level of socio-economic develorment te areas with
expanding socio~economic activityv as characterised by the
new state cepitals, This confirms Myrdals31
hypothesis that localities and regions where economic
activity is expanding wouldyttroact immigrants from other
parts of the couvntry. For instance Anombra state,
Kaduna and ¥ano with relatively high level of socio-

economic development accounted for 53,5 per cent of the
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respondents.,  The traditional destination area for
rural-urkban migrants from Benue State - Kano, Kaduna and
Jos accounted for 41,1 per cent of the respondents.

The core areas of Kano, S=duna, Zaria and Jos, have
not only heen areas of relatively high level of socio-
economic devalopment, ovut they have served and may
continue to serve as attractive destination areas for
people from 3enue State and many other peripheral areas

of the former ilorthern Region.32

It seems that the high
rate of immizrration into Makurdi from the core areas are
innfact part o7 return migration of people of Benue State
origin who are returning to Denue State following the
creation of the state and attractive destination area
whose utility functions in terms of opportunities,
nearness to natal home or residence of parents more than
offset the utility functions oi the core areas.

It ig. possible that physical distance may have influenced
the low volume of migration from Bauchi, Borno, Gongola,
iger, Ogun and Sokoto states, Another factor is that, a
part from Sokoto state, all these states were created along
with Benue state in February 197¢ and possibly they are
areas of expanding economic activity and attractive
destination regions for migrants, They are also on
similar level of socio-econonmic development as Benue
state. It woild e expected thet migration into Makurdi

from areas of =xpanding economic activity and relatively
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on similar level of socio~zconomic development would be
mizimal,

The annlysis ¢i the origin of migrants shows that
&3 per cent of all tihe respondents originated in urban
centres while 37 ver cert origineted in the rural areas,
‘See table 3 In the 1982 survey, 74 per cent of the
respondents claimed they had urban origin only 26 per

cent claimed they came from rural areas,’> Further

analysis showed that 92 per cent of all the respondents
who origin:ted from the core-areas (Xano, Kaduna, Jos)
had urban origin, only 8 per cent originated in the

rural aress. A1l the respondents originating from Bendel,
Kadura, Kano and Lagos originated in the urban centres.
The analysis showed that 88 per cent of the migrants
originating outside iie state had urban origin while

12 per cent have rural origin, It seems that inter-state
migration into urban cenires outside the states is
pre-dominatly urban-urian while intra--state migration

ig predomirantly rural-urban, This finding could te
compared with the result of Tlorin surveys in 1974 by
Doxiades Associates which reported that 60.1 per cent

of all the immigrants into Ilorir. originated in other
urban centres, 36.7 per cent from the rural communities

and 3.2 per cent from abroad.Bq



TABLE 8.
ORIGIN OF NMIGRANTS
STATE } URBAN RURAL
S T A S e
3 i
Anambra L 5.4 : 9
Bauchi 3 o3
Bendel 1.8 -~
Benue - 28,3
Borno 3 o3
Cross River 1.2 6
Gongola o3 ' .6
Imo -9 1.2
Kaduna 5.7 -
Kano 4,8 -
Kwara 3.0 .9
) Lagos b 6;0 ' -
Niger : - ; -
Ogun ' o3 i -
Ondo ‘ 9 3
Oyo 241 o3
Plateau 275 3.3
Rivers 1.8 o3
Sokotd - -
Asian 3 -
Europ2an - -
62,7 373
Total No of Respondents} 130 375

Total Size of Sample 1005,
SOURSE:

July, 1979.

Makurdi Socio-Zconomic Survey, April -
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This may have been influencer by physical distance
and informetion Tlow. &ural resiscents living close to
iakurdi are such more likely to have information on the
aveilable Joo oprortunities tharn rural residents outside

the state not orly because of the friction of distance
in informztion flow tut becauce they are most likely to
have friends end relatives living there who provide
information on the Job opportunities. The urban-urban
migrants are peo»le of high educational attainment and
advanoed skills, They have sccess to informastion on
available urban job opportunities than the rural
residents,3® and more willing to truavel long distance
to seek better job and opiortunities,3®

3¢543 TH: DISTANCE FANTOR

Since Ravenstine’’ there have been numerous attempts

and
to study the relationsiilp between migration gdistance,

Ravenstine 33 observed that migration tends to be towards
cities of lerge population and that the voiume of migration
decreases with distance between the source of migration

and the centre of atsorption.

Since the work of Havensitine was published in 1885
various stucdies have provided insight into the relationship
between migration and Jdistance, For instance it has been
shown that =he friction of distence 1s a function of some
other factors like intervening opportunities,39
information flowh0 and as a function of monetary and psychic

costs of moving and the social distance.,%’
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The finding of this study has comfirmed that distance
as a factor cannot be discarded entirely. For instance the
two states, Alxambra and Flateau states, which have contiguous
boundary with Benue state and whose capital have both direct
rail and road link with Makurdi accounted for 37 per cent
of the respondents, while the six states Bauchi, Borno,
Gongola, Niger, Ogun and Sokoto States which are further
away from Benue and have no direct road and rail link
with Makurdi accounted for only 2 per cent of the
respondents,

Analysis of migration by physical distance shows the
influence of physical distance on volume of migration;

28.7 per cent of the respondents come within a distance
of 0-200 km vhile 71.4 per cent come from within a distance
of 0-400 km. (See table 9). Even more pronounced is the
correlation bvetween the residence of parents and migration.
63.3 per cent of the respondents have their parents living
within 0-200 km from Makurdi. (See table 10),

| It seems that the distance to the location of
parents weighs heavily on the African migrants'
perceived utility function of alternative possible

destinations.
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Since African migrant meintains close link with his natal
home, distance to the location of parents determines the
frequency of visits and participation in the social,
economic, political and cultural activities at the natal
home, It als> determines the projects - farming, building,
that 2 migrant can undertake at the natal home and the

effectiveness of supervision that he can undertake,

TABLE 9,

MIGRATION AND DISTANCE TO LAST RESIDENCE

DISIANCE . % |
0 - 200 km 28.7
201 = 40O knm 42,7
) 401 - 600 km 5.4
601 - 800 km 16.1
800 - km } 7.2
100.0

Total Size of sample, 1005
SOURCE: Makurdi Socio=Economic Survey, April -
JUIY’ 1979....
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TABLE 10.
MIGRATION AND DISTANCE TC PARENTS RESIDENCE

I pistance %

No. Response g P

0 - 200 km 63.3

201 ~ 400 km 19.4

401 - 600 km 5.6

601 - 800 km 6.3

801 - and Over 42

TOTAL 100.00
SURPRTORS. . NP . 5= (0

Total Size of Sample 1005,

SOIRCE: HMakurdi Socio-Economic Survey, April
July, 1979.

The anal.ysis of distance travelled and level of
education at:ained showed that 82 per cent of the people

with no form:l education cgme from within 0-400 km of
Makurdi whil: 18.4 per cent come from areas above 401 km
from Makurdi. In case of people with primary education

73 per cent came from areas yithin 401 km of Makurdi,
Analysis of the group with Post-Secondary education

showed that >4 per cent of them came from within 0-400 km
from Makurdi, while 36.6 per cent came from areas beyond

401 km from Yakurdi: 60 per cent of the respondents with
University education came from within 0-400 km from Makurdi,
while 40 per cent came from areas beyond 401 km from Makurdi

(See table 11).
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The finlings comfirm the observations of Rose%2

that high status person secking better jobs or opportunities
generally move longer cistances than people with less
skill, Despite the fact that 51.6 per cent of the
respondents vere transferred into iMakurdi, one may

observed that there is a positive correlation between
distance, willingness to travel and the level of
educational attainment or the level of skills acquired.,
People with 1igh level of educational attainment or
sophisticatel skills who seek better jobs or

opportunities are willing to travel longer distances than
people with lLow level of educational attainment and the
unskilled. This may be related not only to the willingness
to travel loiger distances but also the ability and
resources to cover long distances, Feople with low

level of incoime may not have the resources to cover

long distanc:s nor the resources to endure the initial
hardslips of the first few weeks, months or years before
recouping beefits from migration.

This fiidings is similar to that of Schwartz®3

who found thit education reduces the friction of distance.
The rational: is that the more educated a person the more
knowledge he has about Jjob opportunities at distant
places.

The finling also showed that distance to the natal
home or com ity of origin is an important factor in

considering the influence of physical distance. .



94

TABLE 11.
DISTANCE TRAVELLED AND LEVEL OF
EDUCATION
DISTANE LEVEL OF EDUCATION
1 2 3 s | s 5
9 % % % % %
0 - 220 52,6 | 30.6 | 25 29.4 8 | 12.1
221 = 420 29.8 | 42.4 | 39 47,0 | 56 | 48.5
401 = 620 2.6 | 8.0 | - A 4 3.0
601 - 820 12,28} 14.6 | 20 11.8 | 28 | 24,2
801 2.6 | 4.0 | 15.6 | 7.4 4 | 12.1

KEY:

SOURCE:

Se
e

Tota

No formal Edusation
Primary

Islamic

Post Primary

N.C.E. (Diploma)
University.

1 Size of Sample 1,005

Mekurdi Socio=Economic Survey, April-July, 1979.
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For ins:ance,63.3 per cent of the migrants have their

parents or comrunity of origin within 200 km of Makurdi.
(see tabl.e 10)., The social distance is important to the
mi,grantlH and has been shown elsewhere the psyco-social
costs anl beuefits of migration enters into migrants
evaluation of place uéility of various possible
destinations.

This finding showed that physical distance alone

in the typical gravity modell"5 is inadequate in
explainiig migration. The influence of physical

distance is a function of information flow, freguency
and inteasity of human interaction, transport and
communication networks and other pgycho-secial

factors.
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HAPTER FOUR

REASONS FOR MIGRATION DECISIONS.

Most researchers studying migration in Africa and else
where have tried to study the reasons behind migration

decisions.? The resons behind the migration decisions are

very central in ~‘he study of population movements.

Broadly three approaches have been used in the study of
reasons behind m_gration decisions. They are the subjective
approach, the objective approach and a combination of both
the subjective ad objective apprt:nachna-s..a

The subjective approach tries to learn from the migrant
himself the resoas for his movements, In most cases, the
researchepsdrew the conclusions from analysis of responses
to questions like, "wWhy did you migrate? Why did you leave
that place®? Tke critics of this approach argue that the
battery of gquestions often asked did not reveal the real
reasons for migration, The individual reasons usually
reported, are irfact rationalization of the behaviour within

the system.3 Bcuge,“ has argued that in most cases,
the migrant is riot fully aware of all the forces at work

which prompted -:he decision to migrate., Adep03u5
was of the opin:.on that migrants usually report “the last

straw motives" while the real causes are either over

shadowed or omi:ted completely,
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The objective approach infers reasons from a study of
objective structural determinagts, and the correlations
between the external determinants and migrations and impute
these reasons tc the migrant.ﬁ- The third approach is the
combination of the subjective account of reasons reported
by migrant§ end inferences based on a study of subjective
structural determinants of migration and the inter-relationship
between these eiternal determinants and migration.”

Mabogunje :suggested the use of systems approach in
the study of mi;ration process,8 Systems appreach sees
migration as a )esponse to change in social, economic and
technological ehvironment which affect the whole system
and in turn affi:cted by the behaviour of the system,

In the fol .owing analysis of reasons for migration,
both objective ind subjective approaches would be freely
used.

The migrants were asked the reasons for leaving last
residence and tae reasons for choosing this destination,

In addition the migrants were asked to state the ways they
benefited by their movements to Makurdi. The responses

are reported below,
G4o1 ECONOMIC FACTORS.

The analysis has shown that 51.6 per cent of the
respondent left their last place of residente because of
transfer, 19.4 per cent lé}t on comple®ion of schooling,
training or apjrenticeship, 12.2 per cent left because of
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. ;Etrade or bu:iness, 7.8, per cent left because of lack
of"gmployme;t #®p; ortunities, 2§'per cent left becaué;my
dislike %he former place while 6.0 per cent left for ofher
reasons., Un the whole 71.6 per cent left for reasons
connected with erployment, trade or business, while 19.4
per cent migratd! on cowpletion of education, training,
apprenticeship. See table 12). o
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RE \SONS FOR LEAVING FORMER PLACE

-

,* HHSES - % j .
, Mo Resoonse «9
Transfar, Deployment 51.6

Comple tion of Education

Trainiag, Aprrenticeship. 19.4
Poor Business, Trade 12,2
Dislike for formar place 2.1
Lack cf Jobs, Employment j 7.8
Others. . 6.0
e
1 0% 4L 100,0

Total Size of Sample, 1005

SOURCE: Mekurdi Socio=Economic Survey, April ~
July, 1979.
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2 The analyfis of bemefits d;'é'ived from the move*. ‘showed
that 59.1 per cert reportedly benefited from their .
movements by having better job, better pay or better trade
and business, (fee table 13).

The anilysi‘ have showed that the economic factor is
the most dominant factor in the decision to migrate inte
Makurdi. The firding is consistent with the reports of
other researcher: in Africa who have found that economic
factors are domirant in the decision to migrate and that,
to a large exteni, determine the volume and direction of
nigra:;im flew.9 .
4,2 THE NON-ZCO OMIC FACTORS

The economic: factors may be dominant in the decision
to migrate but virious non~economic variables enter into
the migrants cos: and benefit analysis in the decision
making process,
4,2.1 EDUCATION

: &
*

Diffusion o:! Vestern education has been found to be an
important factor in the population mobility in Africa,10,
It has been arguc:d that vouths who had received any form of
schooling have h.gh propensity to migrate to urban areas
where the returns to their labour is much higher than in
the mural areas.'! On the other hand it has been found that
the concentra®ici of education institutions in the urban
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BEMNEFIT FROM MIGRATION

!_ RESPON: ES %
—i

No Res;onse 9
Better Job, Pay, Trade 59.1 w
Educat:.on, Training 3.6 -
Enligh:ement, Civilization P 4
Better Living Standard 9.0

ﬂ Learne:;s Home 21.8 nﬁj:
Others. 51 !

- —
TOT AL 100.0

Total Size >f Sample, 1005,
SOURCE: Makurdi Socio-Economic Survey, April - July, 1979.

areas and opportinities that exist for educational advance-
ment and traininz in the urban informal seétor attracts

migrants especially youths.12 The youth migrate into
urban areas not only to seek employment in the urban

commercial industrial and administrative establishments,
but also to benefit from facilities for educational
advancement and training that exist in the urban formal and
informal sectors.

As it has teen shown in the study 19.4 per cen§
migrated on completion of education, training and apprentice-

ship while ! per cent reportédly migrated into Makurdi
because of lability of facilities for schooling,
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TABLE 14:

FREQUENCY OF VISIT HOME FER YEAR

RESI ONSE % 1

None 3.6

Once 35.2

2 - 6 8.0

HOI‘(: than 12 13.8
DT AL 100.0

Total !iize of Sample, 1005.
SCURCE: Malwurdi Socio-Economic Survey, April - July
19'79.

With the ad/ent of party politics since 1979, the
visit home has ersen become much more regular., It is
common to have m>st of the migrants travelling out of
Makurdi at week-:nds and public holidays possibly to the
natal homes. For most of the migramts, the socio-economic
and cultural lin«s with home are very strong, if the
fre.quency of visits home is used as an indication of their
participation in the socio-economic, political and
cultural activities at home,

One may infer from the above analysis that the location
of the natal hores Has a .i?'ixﬂttraction in the choice of .
destinations.
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42,3 FRIEMNDS A0 REIELATIVES

Friends ard relatives who had migrated earlier to
urban centres ¢r who form an imnigrant community in the
urban centres ¢ffect the migrants decision making process.
They may provice information on the job opvortunities,
suprort when tte migrant arrives in town, and may even feed
and clothe him in some cases, 1t has been argued that this
is the main rezson why migrants tend to go to the same
places as earlier migrants and on arriving at the
destination terd to settle in similar areas.

The respordents were asked if they had knowledge of
any job opportinities at the destination before they
migrated from their last residence. The qQuestion was
considered not relevant for the 51.4 per cent of the
respondents th:t were transfered, because their movement
does not involie a change of job rather a change of location,
For the rest ol the respondents 40.6 per cept have the
knowledge of jcbs before migrating 7.8 per cent no
knowledge of ary job before migrating (See table 15).

The 40.6 jer cent of the respoadents who reportedly
had knowledé; ¢f some jobs before migrating were asked to
mention their :ources of informatiom. The analysis showed
that 75 per cert of the respondents who have the knowledge
of available jcb before migrating got their information -
through friend: and relatives, 8.8 per cent through
advertisement in the mass media while 12.2 per cent through
other means (Se¢e table 16).
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TABLE 15: w*:

KIiC\1 :3(&1? JOB PRIOR TC MIGRATION

B
1

RESPNSE ' %

Not !lelevont 51.4

Yes # l'rl-l»C;.Ei *

lio 7.8

= -
"TOTAL 100.0

mmfm

Total Size of Sample, 1005

SOURCE: 4akurdi Socio-Economic Survey, April - July,
1979.
TABLE 16:
SOURCE OF INFORMATION
SOURCE %
| —
Frieads and Relatives 75.0
Advertisement
(Mass ledia) 8.8
Others 16.2
| *O0OTAL § 5 100.0

Totel Size of Sample, 410,

SOURCEg Makurd.f ‘Socio~Eccuomic Survey, April -~ July,
1979,

The most difficult times for the urba‘n? migrants is ‘:he
waiting perioc, that is, the time of arrival until they %t
jobs. Iliosg migrants, especially rural-urban mﬂgrants, m

their home barely with only their transport money.

During
the period of waiting

, the#must be fed, sheltered and
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sometimes “ibthed, The respondents were asked where they
stayed when they fi¥st came to town before getting
accomnodation of their em, that is, if they were

stayirg in houwics rented b tihem at the time of inter.vieu.
The analysis slowec 60,6 per cent of the respor.'dents

stayed with fr .end and relatives, 1.‘415.9.:35:1:' centstayed in
hotels while 2.6 per cent stayed in ether places.

(See table 17). Other places include those with houses in
t(;wn, 7.6 per ent of the respondents, or ﬁave accommodation
arranged by friends and relative, have government

quarters ready for them before arrival,

TABLE 17:
ACCOMMODATION ON FIRST ARRIVAL
R%PONSEI‘_ %
No Response «9
Friends and Relatives 60.6
Hotel ;ﬁ
Others -3
TOTAL = 100.0 ‘
- _—H—M 3 - — -

Totz1l Size of Sample, 1005.

SOURCE: Makurdi Socio-Economic Survey, April - July,
1979.

The respondents were further asked 'ﬂpw long Qﬁ
you stay ther«?” The purpose is to give us an ‘idea as to
the magnitute of the support the migrants received from
friends and ri:latives., Theé analysis showed 26.9 per cent

of the responients stayed tetween 1 - 4 months before
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TABLE 18:

% LENGTH OF {TAY IX iI:’a_CES WHERE FIRST ACCOMMCDATED

e -
RESPONSE FREQUENCY %
No Resrponse )} 222 | 22.1
1 - li' L‘On‘ths s 270 26.9
5 -« 8 lLonths 183 - 18.2
9 -12 Months 144 14.3
Moie than 12 months! 186 18.6
TiHrTA L [ 1005 100,0
" | =]

Total Size of Sample 1005.

>

SOURCE: Makurli Socio-Ecomomic Survey, April - July, 1979.

*he chang?s mey be such that the present location
no longer satisfies the migrants needs and aspiration for
instance in th: material ivpprovement in his way of life,
maintaining close costact with the natal home, and other - -
psycho-social considerations. These group of people may‘¥e
attracted by the socio-economic facilities and opportunities
in the new location tc satisfy theim economic and non-economic
needs and aspirations, |

,': is clear from these analysis that though the
migrants usual.ly report one reason for migrating, the
reasons for m.gration irﬂ]ts complex economic and

non-economic factors.

-
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As it has ilso been shown by Idachaba, the wages
paid by the pub.ic sector and other price distortions have
artificially insreased the rural-'&ban income differential
and this has male urban employment more attractive than
employment in azriculture, As lcng as the rural-urban
wage differéntials persist, the towns would be relatively
more attractive not only because socio-economic
facilities are availatle in urban centres but also
because the returns to labour are higher in the urhuﬁg-
areas than in the rural areas.16

Another aspect of this changing environment was ‘the
creation of stctes since 1967 which has greatly affected
the cevelopment of the new state capitals, Ttha'be
capitals are being transforued into administrative,
commercial and industrial centres. They are being
provided with tasic infrastruetural facilities like piped
water, road, el ectricity and health care facilities,

The concentrat..on of socio-economic facilities in t*
towns is of great attraction to the migrants both from
the rural commmities and other urban centres., One
feature of the new state cépitals was that because of
expansion in all facets of the sccio-economic '?étivities
they are capable of absorbing the migrants botﬁ skilled
and unskilled, literate and illitrate as such

uneplwment rate was very low,
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The decision of nigrate transcends individual
economic reasons usually rerorted by the migrants,
It has to be seen within the envm.'mt, in which the
decision is being taken and in terms of individuals
expectation, ard aspirations. One tend to agree that
individualspare generally not aware of all the factors
that prompt the decision to migrate, 17 For instance
non of the n'xigz ants in the survey mentioned that they
migrated into ! akurdi btecause the creation of statea*
created opportinities in Makurdi, yet this is the most
important single chaige in the environment that has w
Makurdi an attractive destination area for both rural
urban and urbar~-urban migrants., One may than

-

with Taylor'® +that a study of reasons for migration

must combine both subjective and objective approaches,
The reasors for migration are still a complex
mixture of botli economic and non-economic factors.
The weight of «conomoc and rnion-economic factors on ﬁﬁ
decisigl to mijrate depends on other factors like, age
family’ size, eclucational level attained or the
sophistication of skill acquired.
However a crucial factor is the quality ﬁm
tility

functions of the destinations visa-vis others as perceived

destination itiielf - quality in terms of the

by the migrant.
q
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DISTRIBUTION OF SAMPLE HOUSEHOLD HEADS

AGE

FIG 11.

-30

%0
304

1475

66 -70

61 - 65

56 - 65

51-55

L6-50

L1 - 45
36 - &0

31- 35

26 -30

21 - 25

5= 20

House hold Survey, April 1979

Makurdi

Source
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TABLE 19:

AGE DISTRIZUTICH OF SAMPLE HOUSEHOLD HEADS

AGE_%*J _ o %
15 = 20 10.7
21 - 25 26.9
26 w 30 25,0
31 - 35 | 12.8
36 - 40 11.9
41 = 45 ‘ 6.0
46 - 50 3,9
51 = 55 1.5
56 -~ 60 | 6
61 - 65 ‘
66 -~ 70 -
71 - 75 .3
TOTAL 100,0

_MW
Total Size of Sample, 1005, |

SOURCE, Makurdi Socio-iconomic Survey, April - July,
1979.
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AGE DISTAIBUTION OF SArFPLE HOUSE~HCLD MEMBERS

AGE FREQUENCY

FCT.
0 - 5 18.8
6 - 10 17.8

11 - 15 12.0
16 - 20 13,2
219 - 25 14,3
26 - 30 1147
31 - 35 Lob
36~ 40 4,1
41 - 45 2.2
46  ~ 50 Te1
51 = 55 3
56 - €0 .2

61 - 65 .08
66 - 70 -

71 - 75 .05
TOT 100,0

e g e e PIUNIEROURSpe——

Total Size of Srmple, 5,329
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SQURCE: iinkurdi Socio~Economic Survey April - June,

1979,
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The aged, that is 61 years and above accounted for
only .13 per cent of the populstion of the household
members. This finding could ve compared with that for
Iilorin? in 1974 where it was found that 29.6 per cent
of the sauple populction wos betweer the ages of 6 - 14
vears while the 15 - 54 verrs age group accounted for
44,2 ner cent of the swarled povulation., The aged, that
is 55 years and above accounted for only 4.8 per cent
of the sampled population. The Faiduguri survey6 reported
5 per cent of the sample over €0 years, 57 per cent
between the ages of 15 - 59 years while approximately
42,5 ner cent was under 15 years.

The high percentage of people in the 16 « 40 years
age bracket in the populaftion is due to high immigration
rate and this has implications for the development of
the towns, nerally people in the 16 - 40 years age
bracket are the most active in terms of employment and the
most energetic and erterprising part of the population, J
The migration of them could have serious implications
for the socioco-economic development of both the destination
and the source areszs.,

If migration of people in the 16 - 40 years age
bracket is to growing urban centres like Makurdi expriencing
expansion in the industrial, commercial and administrative
establishments, the labour inflow would help to fill
vacancies created in these establishments. It would also

prove beneficial by increasing demand for urban goods and
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services thereby stinuloting zereral economic growth, On
the other hend 1f migration is to already congested,
labour surplus urban centres with high rate of unemployment
migration would tend to worsen the situation., As Miracle
and JGerry hove argued “the imact of labour

inflow on the urban labour mar et will depend on the
ability of the urban centres to absorb the increased
supply of labour. The impsct can be beneficial by
providing increased urban production, providing labour
where shortage exist, providing increased supplies of
humen capital or providing enterpreneurs who can establish
additional firms to provide the increase zmount

and varieties of goods znd services, demanded im.the
growing urban centres"T.

Bhe selective out-migration of people in the 16 = 40
years age group some of whom are skilled, educated and more
receptive to chsnge from any location can have serious
effects on the socio-economic development of such
location, 1In Nigeria these locations are generally
the rural areas who export most of the migrants to the
urban centres.

Demographically the age structure of the migrants
could have serious immlications for both the source areas
and the destinations. The vouthfulness of migrants
could have significant impact on the rate of natural

growth of the populatiocn of the rural source areas and

the urbsn destination. HMajority of the sample population
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are young, 47.1 per cent of them within 15 -« 40 years age

bracket, {see table 20; arnc about 30 per cent of the
responcents, not yet married., The single men will
either return to the rural aresns to find wives or will
marry womenr wno mizrate inco the urban centres. ' This
would tend to increase botl the iumigration and birth
rate witnin the urben certres and would tend to decrease
the population growth and birts rate in the rural source
areas,

The analysis of the composition of the household
members showed that 48.7 per cent of the household
members are within the ages of O = 15 years bracket,
(See table 20). The concentration of such age group in
the urban centres could put pressure on the stock of
social service facilities like schools, hospitals and

other welfare establishments,
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5.2 BSEX.

It is observed that 37 ver cent of the household
heads are males while 12 per cent are females. The ratio
of male to female is about 7 to 1, However this figure
must be compared with the composition of the household
members, BSetween the ares of 16 - 40 years category
which represent 47,1 per cent of the sample population,
the ratic of male to female is about 2:1 while the ratio
of male to female for the total household members is less
than 2:1 (seetable 21),

The consistent finding of the demographic
characteristics of African migration is the high

proportion of men in the migration stream.8 The

dominance of men in the migration stream ma§ be due
to two factors., Firstly the common approach to migration
research is to interview the head of the households
since the household migrate as o unit, In most parts of
Africa, a man is usually the head of the household
except in case of widowed or uwanarried women, Therefore
in the analysis of migrant characteristics male members
normally dominate, for instance in our znalysis of the
household heads the ratio of mzle to female houéehold
heads was about 7:1 while the ratio of male to females
in the 16 = 40 years group of wmembers of the household
is about 2:1.

Secondly males dominate in school attendance in

most Africar countries largely as & result of African
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TABLE 21:

SEX DISTRIBUTICH OF SAIMPLE HOUSEHOLD MEMRERS

AR ¢ VALE % FEMALE
c - 3 : 10.0 9.0
& -~ 10 | 8.7 9.1
11 =15 0.3 5.6
16 - 20 7.2 6.0
21 - 25 8.2 6.1
25 = 30 6.h 4,7
31 = 35 3.2 162
36 - 40 2.7 T4
41 - 45 1.7 5
46 - 50 .77 .39
51 = 55 .46 .07
56 - 60 .15 .08
61 - €5 .05 .03
66 = 70 - -
71 =75 .05 -
TOTAL = 55.85 L, 14

Total Size of Sample, 5,829,

SOURCE: DMakurdi Socio~Economic Survey, April - July,
1979,




value system where parent: faveur educating the males
wore than the femzles, Jince tie propensity to migrate
is highest among peo le with formal schooling, the
differences in scihiooling petween males and females
woulG normally be reflected in migrant composi‘tion.9

It is expected that there would ke a gradual increase in
the female composition ¢i migrants as their school

attendance incresses in the rursl areas.

5.3 EDUCATION.
In the analysis of the educational characteristics

of the respondents, 83.7 per cent of them has one form

128

of schooling or the other. People with primary education

constitute 44.5 per cent oi the respondents while those
with post-primary educcstion consititute 38 per cent of
the respondents, (see trble 22, fiz, 12) This finding
may be compared with the 1982, fakurdi survey which
reported that "over-all, 91.4 per cent of the Makurdi
population (77.7 per cert of Makurdi Central and 88.7
per cent of High Level}! of the respondents replied that
they attended school.® The break down of the figure
showed that people with some form of primarv education
constituted about 57.4 per cent of the respondents
while people with post-primary and post-secondary
education constituted 42,5 per cent of the respondents
{see tsoble 23). 1% bas been observed that people with
some form of formal education tend to be more mobile

than those with none.
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FI1G.12 EDUCATIONAL CHARACTERISTICS OF SAMPLE
HOUSEHOLD HEADS

PRIMARY SCHOOL

ISLAMIC
\EDUCATION

.

INTERMEDIATE
E?UCATION

POST PRIMARY

Source . Makurdi Sample Survey Aprit to Jualy 1979




130

TABLE 22:
EDUCATICNAL CHARACTERISTICS OF SAMPLE
HOUSEHOLD HEADS
LEVEL %
; No Formal Schocling i 11.3
t Frimary School 4 44,5
Islamic Education ' 6.3
Post-Primary 20.3
Intermediate Education
(NCE. Diploma) 7.8
University 9.8
TOTAL = 100.0

Total size of sample, 1005
SOURCE: Makurdi Socio-Economic Survey, April - July 1979
The association between incidence and extent of
education and migration has been shown in studies in

various parts of ﬁfrica.1o

The general conclusion has
been that there is statistically significant association
between the level of education and migration.

Yehuda Karmon11

found that in the then Eastern
Nigeria; there was widespread tendency to leave the
rural areas on the part of those who have completed
secondary schooling because agriculture holds little
attraction for those who finish secondary schooling.

Instead they look for jobs which will enable them to

utilise their education and sttain higher income and
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standard of living. Thece opportunities exist as

covernment offici:-1s, clerks and traders in towns.

TABLE 23:
EDUCATIONAL CHARACTERISTICS

LEVEL %
Primary/Islamic 19.5
Full Primary 37.9
Post Primary 32.4
Post Secondary 10.1
TOTAL = 99.9

Total size of sample, 840
SOURCE: Compiled from Benue State Urban Development
Project, 1982. pp 19.

This situation has led some researchers to suggest
that education is a factor leading to rejection of
agricultural pursuits.12 However, the fact that the
tendency to migrate among the school leavers is very
high does not necessarily mean a rejection of agricultural
pursuits. One of the factors for high propensity to
migrate of school leavers is that returns to education
is very low in rural areas as compared to the urban
areas.13 Secondly the nature and system of

agriculture as at present does not provide the school
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leavers with opportunities to utilise their education.

The selective out-migration of educated people from
rural areas to urban arees has implications for the
socio-economic development of the state and the country.

At the present state of the agriculturel development, selective
out-migration can be said to be an =ffective means of

locating labour with regard to patterns of distribution

of resources and opportunities, In the long-run the

pattern of out-migration might have serious adverse

effects on the rural source areas who are being deprived

of their labour force.

The implication of the selective out-migration for
socio~economic planning is clear. The source areas would
continue to l: g behind in the level of socio-economic

develcpment except the source areas could be provided
with facilities in such a way that job opportunities
could be created to absorb their surplus population.

S.4 OCCUPATION:

The analysis of the sample population of household

heads showed that 63.8 per cent were employed in the
public service, 6.5 in the private sector, while 25.6
per cent were self-employed. Employers accunted for only
1.2 per cent while the unemployed accounted for 2.,6. per

cent (see table 2% and fig. 13).
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FIG, 13 OCCUPATIONAL STATUS OF SAMPLE HOUSEHOLD HEADS

SELF  EMPLOYED

OOVERNMENT  EMPLOYEE

63-8

Source. Makurdi  Sample Survey, April to July 1979
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This result may be compared with that of Ilorin 15

and Maiduguri’'®, For instance in the Ilorin survey only
2.2 per cent among the economically Mactive population
were reported unemployved while in dalduguri 5.5 per cent
of the working population were reported "totally

unemployed. ™

TABLE 24:
OCCUFRATIONAL 3TATUS OF SAMI-LE HOUSEHOLD HEADS

OCCUPATIONAL STATUS %
Unemployed 2.7
Employer l 1.2

{ Private Employee _ 6.5
Government Zmployee 63.8
Self Employee 4 _ 25.7
TOTAL = | 100,0

+

Total size of sample, 100%,

SCGURCE: Makurdi Socio~Economic 3urvey, April « July 1979
The 1982 survey in Makurdi could not be compared
with this report because cof difference in classifications,

The study was more of professional classification than

occupational.
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The wvarious forms of classification may prevent
rigorous comparsion but two importnat aspects of this
analysis are that the govermment is by far still the
largest employer of labour in[ggﬁ state capitals

uploying. G3.8 ver cent of the sample population of
household members; secondly unemployment is not yet a
serious problem in the new state capitals undergoing
expansion in the various sectors.

The implications of this situation for the socio
economic develorment is thet there is a limit to which
the government can go emploving people into the public
sector. LExcept employvment opportunities can be created
in the private sector (o take more of the migrants,
unemployment rate would soo rise especially among the
primary school and secondary school leavers. In addition
to allocating rescurces in favour of the rural source
areas to stimulate economic activity, the planning of
industrial, zgricultural and educational investment mus<
be geared towards reducing che prepertion of the labour
force employed in the public sector. Educational system
must be made functional so that school leavers may learn
some useful trade which would enatle them to go into

the priv.te sector instead of seeking white collar Jjobs.
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CUHATTER STX

MIGRATICH AND DEVELOPMENT
641 DIFINITION OF DEVELCORMENT,
The literature on economic development of the post
second World ijar years was kased on the definition of
development Yas a rapnid and sustained rise in the real

output per head and attendant shifts in the technological,

econoriic and demographic characteristics of a society“.?

In line with thisz definition, the economic obJjectives
of most developing countries was to maximise output of
goods and services and the principal measure of development
came to be the Gross National Froduct (CNP) per head,

The emphasis was ou the export of cash crops and
nminerals, and import subhstituting industirialization as

a measure of raising real output per head and conserving
foreign exchange.

This concept of development does not pay much attention
to the distribution of wesmlth and the improvement in the
quality of life in the society., It was merely hoped that
the benefits of develoument would automatically diffuse
throughout the society., This concept and strategy of
economic development kas created a situation in many
develoring countries where the wealth aof the society is
concentrated in & few hands while the majority of the

people live in abject poverty.?2
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The repercussions of the post-~second world war
concept and strategies of duvelcpment have led to a
re=eXamination of our cencepts and strategies of development.
Incressing emphasis 13 being laid on distribution of
wealth and the improvement of the material well<being of
the pecple rather than on the aggregate output of goods
and services.® The change in emphasis alsc means
change in the indicators of Gevelopment from the Gross
liationel Product (@F) per head to some welfare indicators
_of the improvement in the quality of life of the people
like improvements of Education, Health, Housing, Water
and Electricity Supply.

The change in the concept, strategies and indicators
of development would zugur well for a micro level study
of development. On the micro level the impact of
develcpment may be felt and even notiged, but it is
sometimes difficult tc quantify development on the basis
of Groas National Product (GNP) or aggregate production.

For the purpose of this study, development would
be defined as the mobilization and utilization of the
human and material resources of the society for the
ipprovement of the naterial well~being of the people
irregpective of thelr sociol status and gecgraphical
locaticns, The critical veriable in this definition is
the improvement in the living standard of the people in
the sociuty. The g.al of development should be, to bring

about 2 gualitative improvemoent in the living standard
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of the pecple in the soclety. This goal may be achieved
througk promceting industrializaticn and agricultural
develcoment, nrovision or ircrovement of transport
facilities, water and =2lectricity supply and the provision
of sccial welfare services lile hezlth, education and
nousing. The enrbhasic Is on satisfying the basic¢ human
needs of the sociefy. This enphasis is reflected in the
choice of indicators of development which have been

chosen in the following analysis of development in

Makurdi since 1976,

6.2 INDUSTRIALIZATION,

The level of industrialization is one of the
indicaters of growth. In addition,industrialization
provides emplcoyment cppnortunities where migrants may be
gainfully employved which is cne of the basic needs of the
soclety.

In the 1975 =80 plan period over 20 industrial
projects were planned fcr Benue 3tate with plan allocation
of 44,9 millicn nairc.4 At least three of these industrial
projects were located in M-kurdi.,

These are:-
(1) Benue Breweries Limited which was incorporated

in 1978 with a capital investment of
12,3 million n=ira. It went intc production
in 1982,

(2) The Benue Bottling Conpany which was
incoryporated in 1981 with projected
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investment of 5.3 million naira.

(3) The Flastic FrolJuction ¢f Benue State
which was inccrporated in 1981 with project

investment of 4.7 million naira,

Yhen completed the direct goevernment participation
in the Industrial Projects in Makurdi alcone would be
gbout 31.3 millicn naira. These projects are in various
stages of cempletion, it is conly the Benue Breweries
Company that has gene into production.

The plan envisaged that about one thousand job
cpportunities would be created in Makurdi alcne by the
three projects. In addition to the Jjob ¢pportunities
created directly and indirectly, it is hcped that the
projects would improve the income generation to the
gcvernment and individuals, and increase the level of
cemmercial and social activities in the town, and therby
raising the quality c¢f the living standard of the pecple,

. In addition to the government direct participation
in the industrial projects, the government has encouraged
the small-scale industrial concerns through the smallescale
industri=zl lcan schenwc,

By definition, small scale industry is any
manufacturing, processing or service concern with less than
120,000 initial cepital, Small scale industries are the
vital base for the industrisl take oif of any socciety.
While serving 2s industrial base, the small scale industries

help in tackling the problem cf unemployment.
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The small sccie industrial lcan scheme started
cduring the time of the firuer lorthern Regional Government
when 1t wos designed to hely small scale industries
finance industrial nrcjects whicih they ¢an not finance
cn their cwn, WwWhen the states were created, the
bepneficiaries ¢f the lcan scheme were transferred to the
respective new states,

The new states continucd generally with these
projects and it has helped greatly in boosting small
scale incdustriazsl estoblishments in the various states,

In Benue state nn tutal cf 51 projects were |
inherrited from Kwara d Benue-Plateau state in 1976
and the tctel lcan tc the 51 establishments as at 1976
were less than 1 nillicn naira. A total ¢f 61 fresh
loans were granted betwecn 1976 and 1980 and a total
loan cf nearly 4 millicon nmaira has been granted between

1976 and 19802 (table 25).
In February 1980, it was reported that only 74

projects remained in the scheme, These prejects are
gshown in the table 26, The 74 projects have a total
cf 1062 employees at the time of the survey. Makurdi
has 13.5 per cent of the total projects and has about

15 per cent o the employees.
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TABLE 25
SMALL-SCALE IHOUSTRIAL LOAN
YiAR TOTAL LCANS GRANTED
1S7E - 1977 1,190,500
1977 - 1978 2,205,786
1978 = 1979 -
1979 - 1980 540,000
TOTAL _ 3,936,286
ww

SOURCE: Compiled from 2erue State Industrial Develcpmant
Plan 1981 - 1985, FPinal Report by Bell
Management and Tinonce Services Limited. 19871
PPe 37

From the feregeing it can be seen that governmentts
effcrt in enccuraging small scale industrial ccncerns
through the small scale industrial loan scheme is an
important facter in the industrial development of the
state and in the growth of socio=economic activity. Job
opportunities are being provided and hopefully the people's
inccme and standard cof living 2re being improved,

In the study ¢f Makurdi there is enough evidence
to show that there has been increase in the level of
gcononiic activity since the influx cf migrants started in

1976,.- For instance, in the 1979 survey of business
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SMALL - SCALE INDUSTRIAL LOAN SCHEME

I DUCTRY  WC. | NC. OF EMPLOYEES
Bakery 25 402
Pzlm 0il I €8
nice Mill -8 | 85
Sow 1ill 4 EY:
Cement 1 7 12
Funiture ' 10 130
Concrete Blcocks 23 313
! TOT AL _%I 76| 1,062

SOURCE: Ministry of Trade and Industry, Makurdi.
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establishments in Mzkurdi, 74 per cent of all the

business premis.s surveyed ore established bYetween

1976 and 1979, while cnlvy 26 per cent were eghablished
before 19795, (soc tablé 27).. This can be compared to

the survey carricd cut by the statistics Division of
Benue State Ministry of Dconomic Flanning (sce table 28),
in 1980 in whigh it was repcrted that 73.2 per cent of all
the small scale establishments in Makurdi were establisned
between 1976 and 1980, whil. only 26,8 per cent were
established before 1976.. -

TABLE 27;
YEARSE BUSIKESZ WAS ESTABLISHED

FPERICD RESFONSE PER CENT
WNo, Response 1 o5
Before 1961 3 1.5
1966 -~ 1970 7 37
1971 = 1975 36 18.9
1976 - 1979 140 73.6

19 100,0

e e —— ]
SOURCE: Makurdi Socic~Eccnomic Survev. April - Julv 1979.
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TABLE 28:

SMALL~-SCiLE INDUSTRIAL ESTABLISHMENT IN MAKURDI

TYPE BEFORE | 1976~ 1979~
197¢€ 1978 1980

3116 Groin Milling 3 - -
rPrcducts
117 Muaufacture of ‘
ST ﬁukpry Sr.aucts 4 16 8
3220 Manufacture of
Wearing Apparels 2 2 1
3240 Repair Products 3 4
3320 Carpentary and
Woodworks _ 4 2 1
3420 Publishing and
Allied Incustry 1 | 1
8324 Engineering
Architetural and 2 8 2
Technical o
TOTAL 19 33 19 71

SOURCE: Ccmpiled from Berme State Industrial Directory
1980 - 1981.

There is evidence thoat the migrants have centributed
to the general growth of economic ~ctivities and
developrent in Makurdi, HMost ¢f the nmigrants are
gainfully emplcyed. It has been reported that 63.8 per
cent are emnloyed in the Fublic Secter, 6.5 per cent

in the Private Sector while 25.6 per cent are self
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empleye? (see tzble 23), It has alsc been established

from the survey thet substontizl per centage of the

O]

<

*

urbar ineccrie is spent in the town. This money may be

o

spent on hcousing mnd consumer items in which the

I

experiZiture patterrs cf the migrants help to stimulate
general econcmic activities in the urban centre. Some
of the migrants may have invested thelir saving in the
various sectors of the urban eccnomy.

Tmmigration into urban centres is not only =a
novenent cf skilied labour into the towns but it also
invc.ves tae movement of cepitals. It has been shown
that about 75 per cent ¢f smzll scale industrial and
service establishments in Makurdi were established
between 1976 and 1979, (see table 27 and 28). These
establishmunts involve huge capitals most of which must
have come with the migrants who came into Makurdi from
varisus areas,

There is encugh evidence from the nature cf their
occupation and the business they have been able to
establish that many cf the migrants were semi-skilled
and skilled craftsmen ond peocple with considerable
capital for investment, Their nigraticon alsc invelved
movement of thelr capital into the urban centre,

This finding shows that imnigration ¢f enterprenaurs,
inccre earncrs and semi-skilled and skilled people into

medium sized urban centres tends to stimulate general
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socio-economic growth and development in such urban centres.

The influx of peorle into a wedium sized urban centre
like Makurdi could have negative or positive effects on
the rate of socic—economic developnent, The effect
would depend on the fraining and the socile-economic
status of the nigrants:; the opportunities that exist to
gainfully employ the migrants and the resocurces available
to the public and private sectors to meet the increased
demand for sccial services like provision cf housing,
health, cducaticn facilities, electricity and water supply.
The influx ¢f large number cf pecple inte a medium sized
urbar. centre like Makurdi would put pressure on the stock
of scciceecconcmic facilities like housing, schools, health
facilities, water and electricity supply. This has been
true of Makurdi since the crention of Benue State in 1976.

When the public and private secicrs were able to meet
the Jemand for these basic needs of the society
migration wculd tend te have a positive effect on
development but when the public and private sectors
were unable tc meet the Jemand for these basic needs,
then migraticn can be said to have negative effect.

In the case of Makurdi cs a new state capital in its
initial phase of take coff, op.ortunitics exist for the
migrants both skilled and unskilled. Secondly the
migrants are generally semi-skilled end skilled pecple

whe are gainfully employed and entreneurs whose spending



149

patterns and investments hely t¢ boost the level of
sccic=cccnomic activities and Cevelcopment. Thirdly
there is enough evidence te show there hos been
censiZerable development in the provision of the basic
human needs like nhousing, woter suprnly, electricity and

empleynent oprortunitics hetween 1976 and 1979.

6.3 HOUSING:

Shelter is c¢ne <f the basic human needs, Providing
accommoedation for the army of migrants is one of the
problens ¢f most urban areas. The magnitude of this
prcblem weuld be perceived when it is realised that
only about 8 per cent of the respendents owned houses
in the tcwn according to 1979 survey. The 1982 survey
report showed that about 28 per cent ¢f the respondents
were owners of the compound in which they lived. The
rest must be sheltered in private houses and government
owned or rented quarters and hcusing estates.

The responsibility of btuilding residential hocuses
for government employees was that of the State
Ministry <f Hcusing and Bonvircnment between 1976 and
1979, When Housing and Urhan Development Ccrporation
(HUDCO) wzs established in 1978 the responsibility was
transferred to that bedy.’7 Betwecn 1970 and 1979 the
State Government spent about 16,6 million naira con the

provisicn ¢f residential units in Makurdi alone.
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This include 5 millicn naira grants to Housing and Urban
Develorment Corpcration, 8.1 million naira spent on
provision of senior staff quarters and 3,5 million naira

spent on junior staff quarters.8 In addition the

Housing and Urban Development Corpcration has spent 6.4
million naira on building of residential hcuses between

1978 and 1981.9 In summary the state government and its
agencies has spent a tctal of 23 million naira on

provision of residential houses in Makurdi alcne between
1976 and 1981.

It has not been pcssible to estimate directly the
level of private investments in the prcvision of
residential facilities, However from the study it is
estimated that only 22 per cent cf the respondents stayed
in government rented quarters and housing estates.,
Neglecting the fact that private houses were rented by
government agencies which tend to raise the percentage,
it now stands that about 78 per cent stayed in the private
hcuses i.e. in the ration of 1:4. Therefore the private
investment in the provision of residential hcuses within
the period may be about four times the size of government

investments.,
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Suls LECTRICITY.

The level cf electricity consumption is an
indicaticn cf the level of sccio=economic activity and
develotment and the per capita power cocnsumption are
usual indices of cumparing level of development in one
area with onother,

The demand for electricity supply in Makurdi
between 1976 and 1980 grew at an annual rate cf 85.5
per cent (table 28), While the demand for residential
purpcses grew at annual rate of 71 per cent, the demand
for commercial establishments grew at an annual rate cf
74,5 per cent (see table 28), Within the same period
elec:ricity generated grew from 1,176,000 KWH in 1976 to
2,901,100 KMH in 1980 which represents a growth of abtout
35 per cent annually. There exist a gap between supply
and demand; while the demand.is growing at a very fast
rate, the supply is lagging behind and this means that
mcst ¢f the demand would nct be satisfied. The problem
cf electricity supply in Makurdi is only a reflection of
the naticnal problem. While the installed capacity of
electricity in Nigeria seem t¢ remain stagnant the demand
is growing at a fast rate, The reality of electricity
supyly situation in Makurdi, 1like as it is at the
national level, is that the Cemand is more than the supply.

Consequently most of the demand is not adequately satisfied,
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ELECTRICITY CONSUMPTION

PERIOD ErberRTorTy |LNO-  OF CONSUMERS
GENERATED RESIDENTIAL | COMMERCIAL
1976 ~ 1977 1,176 1,559 107
1977 - 1978 5,553 1,713 217
1378 = 1979 1,176 3,534 398
1379 - 1980 2,901 6,001 858

SQURCE: Compiled from Benue State of Nigeria,
Statistical Year Bock 1979. pp. 227 and 228.

Though it has not been poussible to calculate the
totzl capital investiment in National Electric Power
Auttority it can be ccncluded from the foregoing, using
electricity supply and ccnsumption as an indicator of
level of development, that much sccio-econcmic growth
and develcpment has taken place in Makurdi between 1976
and 1980.

6.5 WATER SUFPLY.

Water in adequate quantity and quality is one of the
basic human needs, Water indeed, is a necessity for the
existence ¢f human life, The influx of migrants into

urtan centres would increase the demand for water supply.-
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It has nct bheoen pessible to estimate the increase
in demand for water between 1976 and 1980 but the level of
public investment may ke an indication c¢f the level
of the problem. Between 1975 and 1980, the state government
has invested a total cf 5 millicn naira in building and
extenling water supyly focliitics in the state capital.
Wirhir the same time, woter supply in Makurdi has
increesed from 2.3 million litres a day to 18 million
litres a day.qo

Despite the progress in the water supply sitmation
it is estimated that about one~third of the town is nct
direc~ly suprlied with water., For instance the whole of the
North--Bank cf Makurdi is yet tc be supplied with
ripe-hcorne water.
6.6 MIGRATICON AS &4 CATALYST IN THE PROCESS CF

SOCIO=-ECONCMIC DEVELOPMENT,

[t is a widely held view that migration stimulates
econcnic develcpment.11 The main argument is that
migrants ccntribute to the gemeral growth of the economy
by helpingin the diffusion of skills, ideas and
attitudes and through their investments in the
socic=-econonic activity.

It must be stated that whether migration would be
beneficial c¢r not depends on the characteristics of the

migrnats and situaticn at the Jestinations, In a situaticn



154

where migrants sre moving from unemployed and labour
surrlus areas to labour shertage areas where
cpportunities exist for the migrants to be gainfully
employed, migraticn can be saild to Le a process cof
facilitating mebility and officient allocaticn of labour
with regard to patterns of distribution of resources and

Opportunities.12

RHowever in & situation where migration is to areas
of employment and labour surplus areas where
opportunities for employment are limited, migration would
be negative to the socioweconomic development and would
tend to increase the crimes and vices in the society.

The characteristics ofthe migrants is also
important., Migration of enterpreneurs who have capitals
to invest in the economy of the destinations would be
beneficial by stimulating economic activity and creating
Jjobh opportwnities, On the other hand migration of Jjob
seekers with no useful training and skills would only
worsen the socio-economic and unemployment situations
at the destinations.

Another impact of migration on development is the
influence of migrants on the rural homes. ASs has been
shown, 67 per cent of the respondents claim to bave
their rural homes in Benue State, Their contact with the
rural homes among other things could enable the flgw of

wealth from the urban aresz intc the rural homes.

o
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In this study the respondents were asked if they
sent money home regularly., 7Toble 30 showed that 21.7
per cent of the resyondents <id not send money home,
while 78.3 per coent sent money home regularly. The
resyondents were further osked to estimate the percentage
of the annusl income sent-rneme annually, It is estimated
that over &4 per cunt of the respondents send between
6 - 20 per cert of their income home annually. Evidence
from other studies showed that between 20 = 25 per cent

of urban inccme arce remitted to the rural homes annually.13

The impact of this cash flow on the rural economy is
encroous if this cash is invested in agriculture in the
shert or long-run., The remittance however is often used
t¢ pay school fees of members of the families in the
rural homes or for maintenance of parents and families
left at homs., In this way the rural dwellers may
benefit from the growth of the urban economy,

Tc the cash remittance we must add the urban income
filtered into the rural hinterland through purchase of
feod=stuff and other essential products and services of
the rural hinterlands which support the urban pcpulation,
Fcr example field survey and interviews during this
study show that many wcerkers in Makurdi de by-pass the
middle men and go directly to the rural markets and buy

focd=-stuff.
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PERCTINTAGE OF ANHUAL ITIICOME SENT HOME

RAM GL % OF TNCOME
0 21.7
1 - 5 1845
6 - 10 24,12
11 ~ 15 9.6
16 -~ 20 13,71
21 = 25 5.1
26 - 30 3.6
31 = 36 .9
36 - 40 2.1
41 - 45 3
h6 - 50 6
50 + o3
100,0

Total Size of Sampie 1,005,

SQURCE:

Makurdi Socio=Eccnomic Survey, April-July, 1979.

Certain investment undertaken by migrants

individually cr collectively do not necessarily fall

within the categery of cash remittance to the rural home,

In Nigeria like other parts of Africa where migrants

maintain strong links with their rural homes, migrants

usually invest in housing, farming and other projects in
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their rural arceas, A cart from the fact that these
investments are preparctions for the time they will
retire intc the rural heme, it is a sign of success for
pmigrants t: invest in tuildin: and ~ther similar prcjects
in the rural home,  3uch couniry houses owned by migrants
living in urban centres is commer in the rural villages
threughout the country. Usually such houses are

complete with modern amenitics like piped-water,
electricity etc, A part from the physical impact cn the
landscape its impact on the goals and aspiration c¢f the
rural community is enormous.

The diffusicn of ideas, values, skills and attitudes
is an important element in the process of sccic-eccnomic
development., It seems tihne nest outstanding contribution
migrants are making to the process of socic-econcmic
development is by previding channels for the diffusion
of idcas, values and skills. As Mabogunje'®, has pointed
cut; 'In a ccmmunity where agencies for resource
development, such as agricultural extension services,
sales promcticnal services, ond widespread advertisement
facilities are non-existent or poerly developed, migrants
are important because they are able tc perform these

functicns,!
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There is evidence from the present study that
migrants still perfeorm these functions and are likely to
centinue to be important cgents of Jiffusicn of ideas,
attitudes, and skills until such a time when ecucaticn
wculd be much mere widesrpread nd communicaticns much

more improved,
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CHAPTER SEVEN

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

This research has thrown light on scme aspects of .
the current patterns cf population mcvement resu’ting from
the administrative re-structing cf the country since 1967,

It has bec¢n shown that migration is essentially a
human response to the stimuli from the sccio-econcmiz
and political envircnment, The potential migrantt's
response depends on the individual characteristics and the
differences in the net utility between various locations. |
The migrant is a supposedly raticnal man who tends to move
t0 locations which give him or promise to give him maximum
utilitye.

The relative utility functions! or attractiveness

of a lccaticn change with the changes in the socio-
economic and political environment. A change in the status
guo, may decrease or increase the relative attractiveness
cf a particular location, For instance, the creation of
an administrative contre, like the new state capitals,
a new industrial undertaking like the Ircen and Steel
Froject in Ajaockuta, is an oxamrie of some f the changes
that may affect the utility of varicus lccationse.

The dominant theme of this research has been an

appraisal of the effect of the creation cf states in
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1967 and 1976 on patterns of migration and the development

of the new state capitals, As Riddell and Harvey?
have argued, "To restructure geographic space and man's

mobility vectors in that space requires an isolation of
the major components which affect aggregate behaviour
patterns in that environment, Thus a meaningful approach
to population mobility research is to appraise the effect
of new impetus on the status quo'. . ,

It has been shown in chapter three that prier .v the
ereation of states in 1967 and 1976, migration in the
North was mainly characterised by movement from the

" peripheral areas of the North to the core areas of Kano,
Kaduna and Jos. The core areas were the administrative,
commercial and industrial centres within the North and
they exerted a lot of pull on the migrants from the
peripheral areas. :

The creation of states in 1967 and 1976 seems to
have modified the pattern of population movement. With
the creation of states, the medium-sized ui‘ban centres
in the periphera’. areas of the North, which used to
export populatici, have become attractive destination
areas for migreats frem other urban centres and the

“rural areas throughout the country, Some people are
now moving frorm the large urban centres like Kaduna,
Kano and Jos, and the rural areas into the medium-sized
urban centres that became state capitals. The reason is
not only that opportunities have been ereated
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in the medium=sized urban centres but they may have been
able to meet certain psycno=sccial needs cf the migrants
which the larger urban centres dec¢ not provide,

The spatiesl redistribution of power whieh occured
in 1967 end 1976 is the most single important factor
affecting the patterns of migration within the last two
decades, The result of this study and various reports
from Maiduguri and Ilorin have shown that singe the
creation of states, the new state capitals have witnessed
influx of migrants both from the rural areas and other
urban centres in the country,.

In Nigeria, within the last two decades at least
political factors more than pure eccnomic factors seem
to be respensible for the growth of the medium-sized urban
centres. Since the creation of states in 1967 and 1976,
the new state capitals were not only administrative
centres, but areas of concentration of socio-economic
aétivity. The new state ecapitals have witnessed massive
private investment in the commercial acti;j.ti.es and
massive pubklic iavetment in the provision of socio-
economic and infrastructural activities. The combined
effect of thesé factors has led to massive influx of
migrants into the new state capitals.

The utility functiocns of the new state capitals
have increased since they acquired their roles.
Opportunities exist in the expanding administrative,
commercial and industrial establishments to gainfully
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emplcy the migrants both skilled and unskilled, In
addition prospects advancement is higher in the new estd-
blishment in the ncw state cnpitals than in the larger
urban eentres,

‘One ¢f the attroctions for migrants in the new state
capitals is thec benefit of being eluse to the community
of origin., Most migrants reportedly benefited from migration
by being ¢lcse to their ccmrunity of origin.,

The current pattern of pcpulation mobility
particularly those resulting from the creation of states
and development ©f the new state capitals seemed to be
restructuring geographic space in favour of develcpment
.of the stagnant or declining areas and medium-sized urban
centres, It has been shcown that migration intc Makurdi
has contributed immensely to the development ofthe towmn =
and the regiocnal ecctnomy through demands for goods and
services created by migrants and through spending
patterns of migrants and their remittances to the rural
homes, It has also been shown that a lot of capital far
investment came with the migrants.

Prior efforts tc narrcw the gap between developed
areas and underdevelcped areas in Nigeria through
inducing industries tc lccate in the stagnant areas had
little success, if any, in restructuring geographic spaces

As'Logan3' has cobserved, 'manufacturing in Nigeria has
not brcught about any restructuring of space
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‘eccnemy ra‘!ber it has conscli€ated c&'ganisational and
spatial structures crig;lr'ally 1n~pused by %he qld mer;:hant
firms and mg_t‘keiing ‘::oarda.

L] ’ -

The current ppocess of spratial developmeni: woulci
cert®inaly hel® in the restrutturing of geographic
*ace so as to increasse the nations rate of e;:?:momic
growth and ensure that the benefits of growth and » _“ 1 ¢
development pass on to a greater ‘gumber of people

regardless of where they leve. As Richardscn® has
arguedse "The growth Of urban cgltres usually hat a
generative impact on the regional and, by extension, on
the national development,® .

. This process can be #aid tg be beneficial to ‘the

space economy because, it help to acbigve spatial e":ity

in the @istribution of naticnal révenue.” The decertralisatien
of regicpdl ecminisératien and the crgatién of states
ﬂ”an:llocal government means équitable. distribufion cof

welfare and resources through érénts and allocation of

nat‘onaf revenue to the states and local govemment

Ly

autherities.
There is evidence from this study that migratiq‘.l
oauild b = catalyst in the procéss of socio-eébm&ic
development. One fegture of African migrants is 'hhg_:_
strong centaet maintained with the community of origin.
fh‘ céntagt provides channels for diffusion of ideas,
values and skill® from tMe urban céntres to the fural
“S. This function #s much more significanty in a society
where the megng of communication and tmemportatign is
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5till poor and the illitracy rate is still high.

Ir acddition to providing chenriels for the diffusion
of idees, values and skills, tl<re is evidence from this
study that migrants also came with capital which they
invested in the cconomic ventures within the town thus
stirmlating the rate of general economic activity.
The movement of skilled labour and capital, and the spending
patterns of the migrants has been an important ingredient
in the socio-ecoromic development of Makurdi since it

became a state capital, As pointed out by Mabogunje5

the major role of migranis in stinulating econonic
development Pis often as inpovators in terms of either
institutions, techniques, values or actual physical
objects created or introduced into the e¢nvironment®,
The motives for migration are complex and may
involve forces which may be known or unknown to the
migrant. The need for migration usually arises out of
the forces operating in the migrants socio-economic
and political envircnnent witich create needs and a
aspirations which tii= migrert may scek to satisfy. The
changes may zlsc airect tne pey utility of various )

possible destinationsg visa-viz the present locatior.
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In this study it has been shown that although the
dominont reasons usually reported are economic,
psycho~gsocial reasons are zlso important factors in the
decisiorn making prccess.

Ancther facter in Tthe decision making process is the
migronts chorccteristics, The age, training, education,
and family size are some «f the factors that enter into
the migrants decision mcking process.

The role of friernds ond relatives in the
destinaticn arcas in the decision making process has
already be:n discussed in chapter four. This could be
a critical slement in the decision making process.
Friends and rclatives in the destinations provide
feed-back t¢ the rural areas on the social and eccnonic
situation in the urban centres and especially information
on the urban Job market, They influence the direction
and vclume of future migration, The role of friends
and relatives in influencing migration is not limited
to providing inferucticn on Job oppeortunities but they
help new arrivals in finding Jjobs and providing support
and accommodation fur the new arrivals during the
search for urban jobs and even menths after securing
urban employment.

In this study it has been shown thet distance,
level cof educaticnal 2ttaincent, and nature of skills
acquired have ncticeable impact on migration. It is

observed that pecple with high level of educational
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attairmen®t or sophsicated skills are much more willing
te travel longer distonces than unskilled people and
pecple with limited level of vcducational attainment,
tersons with high lovel of cducational attainment or
sorhiscated skills seeking betTer Jjobs and opportunities

are gonerally more willing to move longer distance6,

They are¢ also likely to have better knewledge of job
cpportunities at longer distance, Secondly persons with
higher level c¢f educational attainment and sophiscated
skills generally have betier means and resources tc cover
long distances and¢ endure the initisl hardships before
recouping the benefits fromw migration.

The pcesitive correlation between migration and
distance from the residence of parents may be explained
in terms cof migrants desire to minimise the physical
and social distance from the community of origin.

Because African urban migrants visit home regularly and
participate in the social, political and economic
activities at home, there is a great desire to minimise
the distance between cumunity cof crigin and destination,

From all indiceticns mejority of migrants find the
decisicn t¢ migrate rewarding, Benefits from migration
repcrted include both econonic and non=-economic. Some
of the benefits are economic like better trade, better pay,
promotion and psychco~social benefits like nearmess to

parents residence.
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The policy issue of this study is viewed from the

wider perspective «Ff rlace prosperity versus peoplels

i

prcsperity7 28 tne most appropriate regional policy
target, "Pecple'ls prospqrityv means aid to pecple,
the urnemployéd, the porr anld the under priviledged,
A ccmmicn instrument for ‘pecile's prosperity! relevant
to this study, is migration subsidies, like inducing people
to move frcom stagnant to growing areas. It is argued that
inducing people to move;Tgﬁggnant areas to growing areas
wCuld increase efficiendy and aggregate productivity
thrceugh eliminaticn ¢f underemployment in the stagnant scurce
areas.B iFlace proesperity® means aid tc places, for instance
rural underdevelcped areces, It is argued that concern
fer interregicnal or other dimensicns c¢f spatial
equity may countribute towards scolving the problems
arising from the inequitable distributicn of welfare,
incume and rescurces. Therefore, aid te any
geographically defined areas becomes almost equivalent
to maximizing the welfare ¢of the target populaticn
within that area,9

In Nigeria mecst migration policy cften recommended
by researchers has tended to favour inducing migrants
to move from stagnant labour surplus regions tc developed

10 It is often argued

often labcur deficient regions.
that this way labour wceuld be effectively utilised and

national aggregate productivity increased through
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. #limination of underﬁmploym;nt of labour in the labour
suplus stagnant areas.

Any regional pq}icy nust take cognisance of the
national gca2ls and the existing situation., If the
situati®n whereby certain regions are ccndemned to
stagnetion is to be reverged, and if the declared national
goal of building an egalitarian society among other
things meafis to organise geographic space and ensure that
the benefits of growth and development pass unto a greater
number of people regardless of where they live, then the
only alternﬁtive is to lay emphasis on place prosperity
based strategies of spatial planning. Spatial plamning
in the 1950s in Nigeria tended %o emphasis locational
efficiency at the expense cf rcgional equity. The result
of this approach has been inequality in regicnal
dcvelopment and cut-migration from stagnant areas to the
growing areas and urban centres,

Migration, as has been shown, is a human response
to differences in opportunities which exist between
variocus locations in space for which the migrant has
contact. People migrate noct because they have got a hi‘hir
propensity te migrate but because the presept location
was unable to provide opportunities to satisfy individual
expectations and aspiration# (e.g. opportunities in
white ccllar job). They move ihto lccations that have or
promise opportunities to satisfy the expectations and

aspirations. If we accept the declared national objective
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of egalitarianism as defined above, then attempts must be
made tc¢ narrcw the gap between the develcping areas
which had acted as destinations and the stagnant
underdevelcoped areas which heve been areas of out-
nigrations.

It has already being pointed out that industrial
pelicy cof inducing industries tc¢ locate in the stagnant
ar2as has net been very successful in Nigeria. The most
successful way <f stinmulating develepment in the
stagnant areas s¢ far has been political decision which
allccate administrative functicns to the stagnant areas.
In the interest <f even development and equitable
distributicn o«f resourcs:s this process has tc be

pursued depending cn the available rescurces,
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10.

11.

12.

13.

L.
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Give the reasons for leaving your last place of residence.

(12 Transfer, Deployment,
(2) Poor trade, business

3) Dislike for the former place

L) Lack of employment opportunity in the former place
5; Completion of Educaticn, Training, apprenticeship.
6 OthErﬁ, Bpecify...........-.....

‘Give the reasons whrich made you come to this Town.

Transfer, Deployment.

Trade, business.

Nearness to hcme

Attractiveness of the town

Others, Bpedify....-.....--..-..

Education, Training, apprenticeship £
Employment opportunity

Did you know of any available job before you left your last
place of residences YES NO

~I AWLE W N -

2) Advertisement
3 Others......-o-.

Where did you stay before you got accomodation of your own in
this Town?

If Yess, give the source of information. §1§ Friends and relatives

2 othera’ Bpec.it}f....--...---..--
3) Hotel

How long did you stay there before you got accomodation of your ownm.

§1§ Friends ani relatives

In what ways have you benefitad from coming to this town?

Betisr jobs, betier pay, better trade, better business
Education of children, of housgeholé head
Enlightenment, Civilization,

Better living stardard, improved health

Others, 9pecifY.csscesssessssocens

WVE W N =

any
Have you/regrets for coming to this town? Give reasonSsecscses

I R R R R R R R R R R A R A L

Give the name of your place of birth,

TOWN L.G.A. STATE
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15. when dii ?Uu.Brti?e in thiq io“n?ooovttoo.oconl.o.o.o.a...o..-

16. How }.Cl':g hove Jou 1ivad in the ‘t-‘.‘)"-ﬁ'n?..-oa.-o..ooo.o-oot-l.ooo.

17. Have you lived in zny other pizce tefore you settled in this
Towr.?

YES RO

If - Jres, sive the nane of those towns in order

STATE TOWN FROM TO

18, Give the names of other towns you could have settled if you had
not settled in this Town, 1. Pessssa s eTEsREteR BN

2. [E NN NN ENEENENENENRNELERNE]

30 FLV A LB SRS REREBERIEN

19, Do you intend to move cut of this tewn in the future? YES NO

If Yes give the ressons why you intand to move.

Employment
Tranzfer
;) Bducation, Training
éS; Trade, Business
Others, Specif-y......................."upunn.u

1} Retire howme
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25.

27.

28,

29,
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Level of Bducational attainment,

1) Belew Primery
2 Primary

Post-Primary

Islamic School.
N.C.E./Diploma, & H,S.C, ete.
University

CARCLY =l ¥

Economic Status

1 Unemployed

2 Employed

3) BEnrolled in school/College
L House wife

Nature of Employment

1 Employer

2 Private employee
3 Civil Servant

L Self-employed

Nature of Establishment

Trade

Govt,

Industry

Services (Mechanics, Capentary etc.
Crafts

Farming

Mining

Fishing

QO =~ AN o -

Where do your parent live (Natal home)

Town/Villzge ! L.G.A, State

How frequently do you visit your home (Natal home)
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