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ABSTRACT

This study investigated the information
needs of the nonadic fulanis in Kano State.
Since information reduces uncertainty, it's
position with regard to the growth and
devel opnent of any society can not be over-
enphasi zed. Since the information needs of
our various societies and even individuals
differ, there is need to investigate the
i nformati on needs of each society so as to
determ ne what it actually need in terns of

information for it's growmh and devel opnent.

Interview was the main instrunment used
for data collection. Interview guide was used
to conduct the interview Findings reveal ed
that the nomadic fulanis in Kano State farm
as second occupation apart fromtheir life
occupation - cattle rearing. It also revealed
that majority of the nomadic fulanis in the state

are illiterates in the western sense.

The findings also revealed that, the kind
of information needed nost include: Agricultura
i nformation, prevention and control of cattle
di seases, market for mlk and m |k products,

heal th and educati onal opportunities.



If the nomadic life is necessary to the
nomad's occupation sae eee

Factors that forced them to move from
place to place ces
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If the nomadic fulanis can stay in one
place if those factors were taken care
Of or SDIVEd - R

If the nomadic fulanis are aware of
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Frequency of visits by MAMSER officials

78
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1:1 BACKGROUND OF THis STUDY

Standard Dictionary (International edition
(1987) defined information as "the act of
informing ,™ It is the content of a message
which if conveyed, and assimilated by the
person to whom it was conveyed, it usually
results in some decision, action or behavioural
change or addition to one's knowledge (Kind
Donald and Palmour 1981).

Information is an indespensable aspect of
the society. 1t is the essential ingredient of
any control system, It serves as an aspect of
social change which enables the integration of
an individual into a largelly social Unit. The
sophistication of each society and the nature of
it's development are largelly determined by the
sutficiency of information it has at it's disposal.
According to Aguolu (198l4), adequate informatipn,
"can increase our awareness revise our reason; it
can help us educate our people, accelerate progress
and provide the source data required for the
solutions of our increasingly complex economic,

scientific, and social problem "



Information needs of our various societies
differ in terms of contents and sophistication.
This varying needs can be seen even at the
individual level, The information needs of a
motor mechanic, who wants to acgquire the
technical know=-how of fixing a new caburator
for example, differ from that of a physician
who needs to know the recent medically approved
ways of curing dehydration among children.

The quality of service provided by each of
the above professionals depends largely on how
relevant information can only be provided if the
needs of every one of them are well investigated
into and understood. Anything short of that
means providing them with irrelevant information
and by extension bad service. This researcher
wanted to identify himself with the defination of
information need provided by Krikelas (1983)
in which he said, it is "any activity of an
individual that is undertaken to identify a message
that satisfies a percieved need." This study is,
therefore, aimed at identifying the information
needs of the nomadic Fulanis in Kano State.

Nomadic Fulanis whom are being called "Fala"

in Gambia; termed Fulani in parts of Nigeria and



Ghana; whom Kanuri called "Felaata'; and Pﬁllﬁ
in Garman, constitute a significant part of the
Nigerian population. They are found almost
all over the country. Rearing cattle is their
main occupation. They move [rom place to place
either because of diseases, grazing, water, or
proximity to villages to obtain a market for
milk and milk product. |

The government for a long time, has been
looking for ways through which it can help this
group of people (nomadic fulanis) to improve
on their occupation and socialise them so that
they can benefit from the various developmental
activities that the government is designing for
the citizenry. Various programmes have been
introduced with the aim of achieving the above
objectives by the government, but observations
have shown that, those programmes and activities
are yet to have any effect on the nomads. They
(the nomads) are conducting themselves as they
were known long before the introduction of these
programmes. - .

Reacting to one of the programmes known as

nomadic education programme, "Miyetti Allah"

cattle rearers association -~ an association formed



by nomadic fulanis to look after their welfare

and interest vis-a-vis the naticnal goals and
objectives, on 13th September, 1989, it's

Kaduna State branch issued a statement that,

"the nomadic education programme introduced

by the present administration is not functicnal
education, that is why the nomads are yet to

to appreciate it." (National Concord September
1989). From the above statement, a deduction -

can be made that, this and similar programmes
deslgned by the government since independence
failed not because the nomadic fulanis were

not ready to accept changes, but the information
generated by these programmes are not relevant to
their needs. &ven where they are relevant, one
finds that the channels used to reach the nomads
are defective and improper. This study is, therefore,
geared towards investigating the kinds of information
needed by the nomads for their occupational and
general improvement, and how the needed information
can be best transmitted to them for thelr growth

and survival.

1:2 THE PROBLEM

Information is very vital to the growth and

development of any society. Every society has it's



own information needs, depending on the level
of it's socio-economic and cultural background,
Desired information of any society or
individual, can only be provided if adequate
investigation is conducted with the aim of
determining the information needs of that
society or individual,

Investigating {nteo +he information needs
of Nigerian rural dwellers, Aboyade (198l;) indentified
seven areas in which Nigerian rural dwellers need
information., These are: Agriculture, Health,
education, culture, bussiness, religion and home
management. Three sources have also been identified
through which the rural dwellers obtained information.
These sources are: print and electronic media,
oral communication, posters and bulletins.

I'he nomads are highly productive people with
an estimated popultion of 6 million and hold 95%
of the livestock in Nigeria (1963 census estimate).
They consistently supplied this country with it's
animal protain requirement consumed in the form of
beef and milk, They also supplied the bulk of
animal skin for the leather work. FIrom the above
it, therefore, became necessary for nomads to be

provided with relevant information that will help



them improve on their everyday life and
occupation. 1t was with this in mind that
the Federal Government in June 1987, introduced
one of the most popular programmes intended
for improving the lot of this group of people.
The nomadic education programme. During the
launching in Yola Capital of Gongola State,
Professor Jibril Aminu, education minister said
"It is now the determination of the Federal
Government to use education as a powerful weapon
for improving the lot of the nomads. There must
be fair deal for the nomads in the interest for
social Justice and equity."

The short term obJjectives of the programme

in addition to acquiring basic literacy are:

1. The nomads should be able to read with
understanding those things that affect
their occupational roles e.g. tax receipts,
animal treatment, literature relating to
animal husbandry, agriculture, and news-
papers.

2. Write legibly formal and informal letters,

3. Handle simple compuations e.g. number of
herds, distance covered, interest changes,

measurement of land, and building.



The establishment of the Directorate of
Magss Mobilization for Social Justice, Economic
Recovery and Self Reliance (MAMSER) and that
of Foods Roads and Rural lnfrastructure (DFRRI)
is another step forward towards improving the
life of the underpriviledge population of the
Nigeria society of which the normadic fulanis
are members., With regard to MAMSER for example
the nomadic fulanis are expected to be
enlightened in especially the area of discharging
their civic responsibilities. It is one of the
objectives of MAMSER to see that the nomads are
co-opted into the Nigerian society through showing
them the necessity for them to be fully involved
in things like election, census, tax payment ect.

Existence of the above programmes notwith-
standing, the attitude of nomadic fulanis towards
accepting new ideas is discouraging. They are
still refusing to stay in one place as desired
by the authorities; they are reluctant to forward
their cattle for medical treatment; the class
rooms erected on their routes are most of the
time empty, the nomadic parents are ven regarding
the schools as an obstacle put on their way in

achieving "proper" training for their children.



The above situation is similar to that of
prescribing a drug without diagnosis of

the illness. In other words, the information
disseminated by these programmes is irrelevant
to the nomadic fulanis. On nomadic education
for example, Calloway (1983), is of the opinion
that "nomadic education should relate in some
measure to the nomadic way of life and thus
help them later in solving problems of their
everyday life occupation and of their society."

The principal basis of this research is
that, although many researches have been
conducted to identify the information needs of
various people, occupational and professional
groups, for example, Baba (1989), Afolabi (1986),
none has been conducted on the nomadic fulanis,
Knowledge void in this area is what ingnited this
researcher to conduct this study.

Ideally, the information needs of the
nomadic fulanis should have been investigated
into before any programme that will generate
information for them is started. Since the
contrary is what is obtained in this case, can

the following be responsible?



a. Is it because the government or some other
people assume the responsibility of deciding
the information needs of the nomads?; or

b. Are the programmes designed with the sole
aim of scoring a political point?; or

c. Is it that some people are not interested
in the success of the programme, but only
on how they can benetfit financially (through

dubious means) from the programmes?

1:3 RESEARCH QUESTIONS

1. Does the various programmes designed for
the nomadic fulanis in the State generate
relevant information for the nomads?

2. What kind of information is actually needed
by the nomadic fulanis in Kano State?

1:4 SIGNIFICANCE Ok THE STUDY

Information, no matter the guality of it's
content can only be useful to a society or
individual if it is relevant to that society
or individual, Relevant information can only
be provided after a careful investigation is
conducted on the needs of that society or

individual. At the individual level for example,

e vrnD AT



we can see that a doctor who prescribed drugs
without first examining the patient to ascertain
the nature of the illness, will definately make
the mistake of not only prescribing wrong drugs,
but sometimes dangerous drugs, Ty,s, inadequate
diagnosis is against the ethics of the medical
profession,

The various programmes that have been
designed for the nomadic fulanis could have
possibly succeeded if careful investigation
into their needs was conducted before they
were started. The generation of irrelevant
information which leads to non appreciation
ot the programmes by the nomadic fulanis could
have been avoided, The studies conducted by
Ochai (1986), Afolabi (1986), Usman (1988)
are all aimed at seeing not only relevant
information is provided to the various groups
on which the studies was conducted, but also
right channels and mediums were used to
deseminate this information,

This research 1is aimed at a study on the
information needs of nomadic fulanis in Kano
State. 'This study is important considering
the socio-economic importance of the over 6

million Fulani nomads in the country. ‘'They
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should be provided with relevant information
that will enable them to improve on their socio-

economic activities,

1:5 OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

The obJjectives of this study includes the

following: -

1. Identify the information needs of the nomadic
fulanis in Kano State,

2. ldentify how these information needed by the
nomads can best be desseminated to them.

3. Use the findings of the study to advise the
policy makers and programme planners on how
best they can use studies as bedrock for
fomulating policies and designing of

programmes.,

1:6  ASSUMPTLON
In this study it is assumed that:-

Nomadic fulanis in Kano State are provided with
irrelevant information, That is, the kind of
information dessiminated by programmes designed

for them is irrelevant to their needs.

[ ~ 475727
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CHAPTER TWO

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

Review of related literature is very
important for the success and relevance of
any investigation. The review is purposely
conducted to bring to the notice of the
reader, the various related studies conducted
before the one in question, This review is
not an exception. It is conducted to inform
the reader of previous but related studies

to this one.

INFORMATION

Beal (1979) consider information to be
when people do not know what we believe they
ought to know., ©She recognises the blatant
value Jjudgement involved in her defination,
and adds that, as a society... we probably
do have some sort of minimal consensus on
what people ought to know - what information
people ought to have in order to be able to lead
better lives to be informed and to be able to

cope with a complex society.
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Lancaster (1979) wrote that, an individual
who needs information must recognize his need
for information, The degree to which he is able
to recognize the exact nature of his information
need and the degree to which it is accurately
reflected in it's expression largelly determipes
how successful the information service is
attempting to satisfy it. It was Lancaster's
view that, it is only when this was achieved,
the information service can operate on the basis

of the expressed need,

Nijerian (1981) examines psycological
studies of memory and learning of what they
might revealed about human categorizing process
and the organizing principles and limitations
of human memory. Fidings suggest several
considerations for the design of library systems
of organization and access, taking into
account characteristics of the conceptual
organization of knowledge. Such systems are
likely to be particularly effective in aiding
the user information searches as they would
(1) employ organizational chart to the individual

(2) search procedure which seems to facilitate



retrieval of items from memory; and (3) take
into account the apparent limits on the
amount of information that the individual

can successfully attend to at a time,

Smith (1982) investigated and evaluated,
in terms of the problem - wanted nature
of information science, a number of concepts,
definations and quantifications of information.
The above were viewed how they relate to the
effective transmission of information from
human sender to human recipient., Smith
suggests the adoption of the Belkin and
Robatson concept which sees information as the
senders 'modified conceptual structure' of a
collection of signals intentionally structured
by the sender with the aim of changing the

recepient's image structure.

Stanly (1979) writing on information defines

the concept of ignorance as the state of

uncertainty. He defined two types of ignorance

as substitutes for information: guessing and

belief., Stanly presents two types of frequency

distribution as the most general dichotemy that

15

can be applied to all possible types of frequency.



distribution and 2 limits were deduced between
which all types of frequency distributlion can
be placede A comparison was presented for
different results that be obtained by the
informed, the guessing and the belief @
approacheses The value of information is a
function of the types of frequency distribution

of data that forms it's contents.

Discussing the total value of evaluation
of an information item, wel (1981) was of the
opinion that, an information item can be
coppied, over and over again therefore,
scarcity can never enter into the consideration
for it's valuation. The value of information
here is , considered from the view point of
an information system designer., The value of
information delivered to a user must be higher
than its coste An information item is selected
based on it's expected total exchange value to

the users, for storage in a systemeo

16



Diene (1981) in his 'The global
information communities, ' discussed the
concept of an information community as a
global entity containing many different
interpretations of the phenomenon of
informatione Concentrating upon primary
sphores of human society; the economic,
political and social, conflicting
interpretations of information as shown to
prevail - as a community, a source of
power and social good. The proposal put
forward forth by Mustapha for a new world
information order was analysed from perspective

of varying interpretation of information.

In his 'functions of information', Iguchi
(1982), pointed out that, information affects

things by being instantly absorbed and that

17

circumstances influence the impact of information

on it's reciever. He concludes that, the

function of information are always the same

while the effects of information vary according

to the readerss
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INFORMATION NEEDS

People needs are notoriously difficult
to define and measure, Childers (1975)
comments that need is not a directly observable
concepts He suggests that need can be traced
in three ways: what people say, what people
do, and what people are. The first of these,
in practice, is a combination of what an individual
says he needs and what a professional says his
client needs.

Baron (1980) in a study into the information
needs of rural dwellers in the United State, found
that, the information needs of the rural community
has economic, educational, social and political
aspect as well. This study also, revealed that
there is competition among some public agencies,
for the same job, and lack of co-ordination
among the agencies with similar related
responsibilitiess Further compounded the problem
of meeting information needs of the rural dweller
he finally recommends that, planners must

find ways through which they can organise and

coordinate their effects of meeting their needs.
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Another related study is the one conducted
by way investigated into the information needs
of Chinese in the United Kingdom. The study
was aimed at esterblishing contact with the
Chiwse in London; find out their reading
harbit; and access how public libraries in the
United Kingdom are meeting these needs,
Findings of this study were used to recommend
improvementse

Zarawkaya (1979) conducted a study with
the aim of examining the information needs of
medical doctors in the Moscow region of the
UsSeSeRe The study was based on imvestigations
conducted in three libraries in the regione.
These ares

= The Mascow regional clinical research
institute medical library
~ State central medical science library

- Regional science librarye

What motivated the researcher to conduct
this study was the relation from another related
study that, only 5% of physicians in the
Mascow region use these three libraries. Hence

it was concluded that, possibly the libraries
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are not meeting the information needs of

these physicianse. Although the suqggestions

and comments obtained from the qguestionnaires
given to 1,331 physicians were used to

improve the services of the regional medical
library in the Mascow region the author

failed to give the total population size out

of which he used 1,331 physicians as samples
Interview method, as one of the recognized
research instrument, would have add <credibility
to the research had it been usedes It can serve
as a follow up to the questionnaire,

Bozimo (1983) carried out a related
investigation into the library needs of
academicians as a basis for cooperative planning.
Based on responses to questionnaires from academic
staff and postgraduate students in the Nigeria's
six oldest universities, the study attempts to
identify the most pressing library needs of a
scholar in the Nigeria academic settings to
determine the scholar's perception of the adequacy
of library provision; and to a certain her
suaaestions to these inadequacies,

Odeinde (1972) in a related study, pointed

out that for Nigeria and most developing countries,
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problems of food, clothing, housing and the
organization of domestic industries are the

main pre-occupationse She was of the opinion
that, information services that were not
organized along this line, are bound to fail,
She finally recommends that proper investigation
need to be conducted to determine who need
information and what type of information is
required,

Afolabi (1986) identified three kinds of
information needs of the Nigerian rural dwellers,
The needs as advanced by the author are:=-
Agriculture; Health; and Education. He also
identified two major channels through which rural
dweller in Nigeria obtained these informatilone
These channels are the library; and the mass media.

Another related study is that conducted by
Jessica (1981). She conducted the study with
the aim of investigating into the information
needs of children attending the West Indian
supplementary education schemes in London, and
way through which public libraries can meet them.
30 children were asked of weather they get their
reading materials; what sort of publications

interest them, through which deduction can be

made of the areas of needs which libraries could fille
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Abu (1986) in a related study, found out
that, there is an interaction of information
needs and user behaviour. He alsc pointed out
that information need also influence user
behaviour pattern in seeking and exchanging
informations The case at which information
seckers identify, locate and @ain access to
information is another determining factor of
information need.

Mumui (1981) conducted a study with the
aim of identifying the information needs of the
people in the 'TOKAIWO! village in Guinea. His
findings enabled him to make the following

suggestionss

- Public libraries which will run independently
of the school libraries should be established,
= Community information centres or mobile

services should operate in each area.

Voh (1983), investigating into the socio=-
economic factors affecting the dessimination of
needed information to fames in Nigeria, emphasized
that, the extent to which rural populace progressed
depends largelly upon the access they have for the
relevant information they can use to solve their

problems.
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Another related study was that carried out
by Harrowiz (1982). The study was conducted
with the aim of determining the information
needs of youth in the developing countries.
Based on the findings of the study, the researcher
formulated a set of essential task for libraries
in the developing counties if they are to satisfy
the information need of youth in these areas
(developing countries)e Harrowiz's study enables
us to identify the difficulties faced by libraries
in this continent faced in their effort to provide
the needed informatione These difficulties
include among others: Limited resources, Unlimited
need of books, Libraries and Specialized education.

Chary (1981) in a study on the information
needs of undergraduates, found that, students have
different information needs chiefly determined by:
The philosophy of the department whose subject
the student is studying in the first year;
individual tutors and lecturers and the studentse
The first year students that were used in the
study respond differently to the questions
administered to them. Expected results were not
always the ones given by these studentse

Another related study is the conducted

by Adepetu (1987)e He conducted a study into
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the mode of 1life of the nomadic fulanis as
bounded up with thelr herds basic needs. He
found that, the nomad main pre-occupation is
to satisfy their cattle need and to strive
to amid danger, like water logging conditions
and disease bearing insects that cause
disenfat and death of their livestock. Adepetu's
study also revealed that the seasonal and
presence of discomfat and disease bearing alements
and the shortage of water and greatable posture
control the increment pattern of the nomads,
Mohammed (1986) conducted a related study
on the naute of information services in the
pre-=colonial Hausaland. Since the information
services provided to the inhabitants of the
pre=colonial Hausa land must be in=line with the
actual needs of the inhabitants of the area, the
findings were assumed to be a summary of the
type of information to be provided to those
people. Religion, Islam to be specific was what
was identified to be the major needs of the pre-
colonial Hausaland. The Hausa land as at that
period, was an Islamic republic administered

according Islamic injuctionse.
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Baba (1989) conducted a study related to
the present one. He investigated the information
needs of rural dwellers in Borno State. His
findings revealed that, the information needs
of rural populace in Byrno State include among
others, agriculture and agricultural related
informatione They also need health related
information which they indicated is lacking
anmong rural dwellers in the country. It was
also discovered that the agricultural extention
agents found in the rural areas do not interact
frequently with the rural populace in order to
provide them with information they need., The
researcher recommends that, to improve an
information sharing among the rural populace,
government extension workers, community development
of ficers and health officials should routinely
visit the rural areas to provide useful informatione

Carter (1979) conducted a similar study to
identify the information needs of the Washington
county community. His analysis of the community
was designed to identify the needs of the
Washington; citizens so that the washington
county 1library could plan more responsive

library services. Sections of the study described
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the physical and historical aspect of the
community; demographic characteristics of
it's population, including age, sex, education,
employment status and occupations, and income;
clubs and organization and the library, its
development, facilities, staff, financial
resources, materials collection, users, and
services,

Another related study was that conducted
by Willaimson and Stayher (1979). The
investigation was aimed at identifying the
information needs of the aged in the Kingwood
and Croydone. 29 people who had had considerable
contact with the aged over many years completed
the first round questionnaire; 26 completed the
2nd. The results indicate that, the aged deserve
higher priority from library services and that
the potential of the library as service of
information and provide of leisure services for
the aged is not being realised, A first step
for developing this potential could be reqular
meetings organised by the library for professionals
working with the agede The study indicated that

such an initiative would be a welcomed.
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Ostapou, A.I. (1980) presented multi aspect
classification of information users. He devised
a criteria for gssessing information needs; and
provide a system of question which include all
the important factors influencing the formation
of information needs. Questionnaires for both
individual and collective information users
illustrate the attempt to assess the information
needs of scientists and technical staff who are
the users of the Soviet regional scientific and
technical libraries and information centres.

Cheu, C, (1982), with the help of the
office of libraries and learning technologies,
UeSe Department of Education, conducted a similar
investigation. He investigated the information
needs and information seeking patterns of Now
England residents. 400 residents in each of the
6 new England states were interviewed over the
telephone by researchers at Simmons College,
Bortones The detailed questionnaire covered
information secreting both in work and in personal
life during the previous month and the results are
reported statistically in table, charts and graphse.

Ward, J. (1981) investigates the ability of

the average member of the public to get and use
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information, measures of the need for information,
and the success rate of information providing
agenciese The findings were presented during the
Aslib social sciences information Group/LA
Branch and Mobile Libraries Group Session.

Onadiran, G.T. (1984) conducted a similar
studys. His investigation examine the educational
and informational needs of public library users
in Nigeria. Present data stained from the answers
to an inquiry form handed to persons entering the
library durlng a typical 6 days of operallon In
7 public libraries in Nigeria. The study suggests
that, a large number of users used the library
as a study hall, He recommends that libraries
should gear their collection to the needs of the
people,

Armado, W.Y. (1983) conducted a study to
determine the information needs of small firms
in Hong Konge The researcher conducted the study
bearing in mind the major role being played by
small firms in the economy of Hong Kéng. The above
position notwithstanding, the Govern;ent of Hong
Kong has been doing very little to help small
business in the area of information services which

is vital to their growthe 1In this study, 2 surveys
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were carries out to determine the actual needs
of information services by small firms; and to
identify and examine some of the information
sources avallable to small firms.

Beufkens, (1980) investigated the information
needs of information scientist. Students as a
graduate documentation course at Porossels
University were given the task of assessing the
needs of information scientist for an information
service. Interviews were conducted with 20
information officers; replies to a questionnaire
are listed and analysed. Some conclusions are that
documentalist profit most from reading articles
and from personal contacts at meetings.

The study conducted by Baskar (1984) is another
related studye. Baskar investigated the information
needs of philosophers at a large U.K. University,
The researchers recommends that, social dynamics
of academics should be studied by librarians wishing
to provide an adequate service,

Margaret (1981) conducted a study into the
information needs of historians. The study was
aimed at identifying what historians actually need
in terms of informationes Result of the study shows

the formats from which historians get their
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information, where they find relevant references,

and how they use materials in foreign languages.

NOMADIC FULANIS

Adewale, (1988) revealed that the nomadic
population show marked dif ference in their mode
of life, social organisation and degree of
political autonomy, The cattle owning population
are called "Fulbe" in Senegal and "Bume" in parts
of Ghanae They are found in those areas of
Savanah, Adamawa highlands, they derive their
wealth solely from their holding of goats, sheeps,
cows, camels etc. They live a g?;?; produce,
surplus of which are sold or exchange in the market
for grazing. In the dry season they dispersed
south wards in response to shortage of posture and
water and to avoid tsetse flies in the wet season.

Adepetu, (1987) wrote about the mode of life
as bounded up with their herds basic needs (grazing
and watering) and well being. Their main pre-
occupation is to satisfy their cattle need and to
strive to avoid danger like water loggin and
disease bearing insects that cause discomfort and
death of their livestocke

Baloguny (1989) maintalined that women control

milk and butter products which she sells some and
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use some at home. She is responsible for child
rearing, domestic activities such as cooking,
pounding etc and in some areas hurdinge.
Introduction of technology therefore, will help
the women in their interest to overcome physical
exhursione

Usman, (1972) noted that, people must have
a role in planning their own life and that their
children. Imposed programmes are doomed to
failure because they are unrealistic. Action must
be taken gradually and progress made step by step,
not just ministerial decision but by consulting
the nomadic community to bring a powerful mobili-
zation of minds and will, a great effeciency
because it is only through that the nomad will
feel satisfied,

The movement of nomadic families involves
a part of the family usually young men, their
wives, children and some younger relations who seek
for areas of posture during the dry season. The
rest stay at the base camp, few cattles are left
behind to provide means of existence for those
left behinds The movement is usually intra and
inter state movement following valley upland within

and across local boundries, but sometimes even
international boundries.
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Faege, (1976) conducted a study on the
possessions of the nomadic fulanis. This study
revealed that, the possessions are necessarily
few since every thing must be moved requently
and each object keep in 1it's place where it
can be easily found when need demand whether
camped, static or on the move. All those
articles are stored in boxes and bags which are
like the tent itself,

Ezeomah, revealed that nomadic fulbe as
people are aware of the factors that make things
happen as well as make things meaningful in their
societyes The most essential thing to them is the
life pattern of their cattle. The ideal person
is the one who give all for the welfare of his
cattle, to them the rearing of cattle has
continued te be a pre-occupation rather than an
act,

Ezeomah, (1982) in his "implication for
educational development"”, stresses that laws are
being passed which ignores their needs, they
cannot contribute to natural development. To
stopped the educational gap between the sedentary
population and the nomads, positive and specified

steps should be taken to give them their rightse
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Writing and planning a meaningful curriculum
for the nomadic fulani in Nigeria, Aleazi, (1956)
was of the view that, in these days of bridging
the educational gap, it has becom2 necessary to
consider the fulanis because no ethnic groups in
Nigeria can be neglected in the bid to use
education for development. The author attributed
the failure of the various approaches to educating
them to their life style = they are always on the
move because of drought, grazing land etcs,

Mary, (1982) revealed that, the population
of nomad in West Africa is 5 million, the population
which according to her should attract the attention
of the previledge few. Spe recommends that, the
government should bring in innovations which will
ensure equality and reliance education for them at
large, otherwise when they realised how much they
have missed, they will put the blame on the

previledge group and politicianse.
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CHAPTER THREE
METHODOLOGY

This chapter on methedology is intended to

familiarized the reader with the methods and

procedures used to conduct this study. The resear-

cher wish to introduce the reader to the detailed
explanation of items such as population and
sampling; data collection; data analysis, and

the various problems encountered during the above

mentioned exercises,

3:1 POPULATION AND SAMPLING

As shown in the title and mentioned in the
problem statement, this study 1s aimed at
investigating the information needs of nomadic
fulanis in Kano State. Kano State which came
into being in the 1967 is the most populous
state in the Federation going by 1963 census.
Presently, the state also leads in number of
local governmenta areas. It has 46 local
governments areas which is also the highest in
the country, with a total population of over
13 million people.

To obtain sample of the population for this
study, the researcher identified 8 local govern-

ments areas in the state that serve as routes

—x A0S YHRAHI!J LT
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for the nomadic fulanis who are the focal
point of this study. The identification
exercise was simplified with the nomadic
education schools esterblished by the nomadic
education department of the state's Primary

School Management Boardl,

village/Settelement Local Government
1« Wuro Manga Albasu

2. Bamaina B/Kudu

3, Janare Gumel

4, Rigar Isa _ T Hadejia
4(3343

5. Dollar Guma T/Wada
6s Fititi Takal

7« Unauwar Waziri Karaye
8. Badori Kazaure

Actual population of nomads in those areas
could not be obtained because they are always
on the move looking for greener pasture. Due
to the fact that this study was conducted
during the raining season, for which many of
them remained to farm in the points mentioned

above, the researcher was able to get a fair
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number of nomads to conduct the study. At

each point 20 nomads who were mostly heads

of their various families were used as sample.
The 20 respondents were chosen by the "ARDOS" -

leaders of the nomads in the areas being

considered.

312 COLLECTING DATA

Collecting Data for this study appeared
difficult from the beginning. This is because,
the researcher discovered that he is going to
study a group of people who are in the first
place, illiterates in the Western sense.
Secondly, and most disturbing, this group speak
a Kuquaje different from the one understood by
the researcher. Interview, and possibly
ohservation, therefore, remained the only
possible research instruments that could be
used to conduct this studye. That was how the
data was collected. An interview guide was
prepared by the researcher. It included all
the essential questions related to the study.

A total of 33 questions were asked for which

the respondents were requested to provide answerse
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Questions were asked as exactly written
on the gquide and the responses, as exactly
mentioned by the respondents were written
down on the space(s) provideds As mentioned
earlier, 20 nomads were interviewed based on
the questions asked in the interview gquide
from each of the 8 settlements. The total
number, therefore, of the respondents was 160,
In situations where the language barrier
appeared to be strong, a person who speak
fulfulde and who also understands Hausa
lanquage and knows the nomads as a group was
always employed to assist the researcher.

Ef forts were also made to seek the cooperation
of the "Ardos" who are the natural leaders of

nomads in those areas considered for this studye

3:3 AMALYSIS OF DATA

Data collected for this study was analysed
using descriptive analysise. It is presented in

tabular form and expressed in percentagese.

3:4 FIELD PROBLEM ENCOUNTERED

Naturally, the major problem encountered

during this study was that of language. The
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researcher could not speak fulfulde which is
the mother tongue of the respondentse. Also
majority of the respondents could not read
and write wWestern alphabets. Furthermore,
a number of them could not understand Hausa
language which the researcher speaks very
well, This situation made it necessary for
the researcher to employ the service of
research assistants whose job were mostly
translating the questions from Hausa to
fulfulde; and the responses, from fulfulde
to Hausa respectively,

Another problem encountered was about the
timing of the interview exercise. Due to the
nomad's occupation - rearing cattle, the
researcher was forced to choose between two
alternatives which were all in the extreme.
The nomads leave their homes early in the
morning to the field with their cattle and will
only be back about sunset.s The researcher,
therefore, has to reach the point early in the
morning before the nomads set out with their
cattle or in the alternative, prepared to stay

late in the evening.



Fear of taxation in the part of the nomads
is another problem encountered during this
study. The nomads were of the view that, the
purpose of those questions they were being
asked was taxation. It took the researcher
and his able assistants a great deal of time
to explain to the would=be respondents that
the study in question has nothing to do with
taxation.

Finally, another problem which I think
will be of interest to protogenist of women
libration, is that very little access was given
to the women folk during the study. This could
be attributed to the culture of the nomads

which is not comfortable with equal access to

the sexes. This situtation made the study man -

dominated affairl

L3



REFERENCES

Olomolaiye Foluso. Research methods and
statistics Fabe Anieh Ltd. Jos 1986,

Primary School Management Board, Nomadic
Education Section Kano, 1991.

"Two years of PRP administration" Governor's
Of fice, Government Printer, Kano 1982,



U5

CHAPTER FOUR

4.1 ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION OF DATA

As mentioned in many parts of this study,

the work was conducted to investigate the
information needs of nomadic fulanis in Kano
State. The basis of this study can best be
understood if the importance of provision
of relevant information is considered. Since
according to Baba (1986) "Information can be
seen as the communication of some facts or
occurences to a group of persons or individuals,
and since every society has it's own information
needs, depending on the level of their socio=-
economic and cultural background, the information
needs of nomadic fulanis should be investigated
into, so that they can be provided with
relevant information which can help them
improve on their, everyday occupation - cattle
rearing.

The responses to the 33 questions asked
during the interview are hereby analysed and
the result presented in tabular form and
expressed in percentages as earlier shown

under the sub-heading "method of data analysis".
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ANALYSIS

4.2 BIO-DATA

One hundred and sixty nomadic fulanis
were interviewed, 20 each from the 8 points
considered for this study throughout the state.
Table l4:1 below, shows that most of the
respondents were males. This can be
attributed to the nomad's social, religious
and cultural background. Furthermore, the
female nomads were not considered as resource
persons in nomadic life. The result is shown

in table l;:1 below:

Table l:1 BIO-DATA

Sex No %

Hale 156 97-5
Female i 2.5
Total 166 100




Table L4:2
AGE COMPOSITION 43723

Age group No %
15 - 25 10 6.25
26 - 31 36 22.5
32 - 37 30 18.75
38 - 43 60 37.5
Ly - L9 8 5
50 - 55 13 8.125
Above 60 3 1.875
Total 160 100,00

Table };.2 above shows the age composition
of the respondents from the nomadic settlements
considered for this study. We can see from
the analysis that respondents within the age
group of 38 - 43 constitute the majority of
those interviewed. This can be as a result of
the fact that this age group are those actively
engaged in nomadic life. It is those within
this age group that are responsible for choosing
and deciding on new settlements when decision to

that effect has to be taken. It is also their

L7



responsibility to ensure the security of

herds in the settlements. Since the 'Ardos' -
leaders of the nomadic fulanis have been
briefed on the need of the study, they

decided to brought forward those that are
being considered as active paticipants in

nomadic life.

Table L:3
OCCUPATION APART FROM CATTLE REARING

148

Occupation No %
Farming 97 60.62
Petty trading and

farming 63 39.37
Total 160 100,00

Table L:3 above revealed that, 97 or
60.62% of the respondents engaged in farming
apart from cattle rearing which is their main
occupation. The remaining 39,375% of the
respondents combined petty trading with farming
as a second occupation apart from cattle

rearing. This is not surprising when one is



reminded that majority of Nigerians who leave
in rural areas are farmers. The researcher
also discovered that, the few females who
were involved in this study falls under this
category. They are the ones who sell milk

and milk products.

Table L:ly and }:5

SCHOOL EXPERIENCE

Questions 5 and 6 seek to find out if the
respondents have any formal school experience.
Those who have were further asked to state
the type of school attended. The table below
shows the responses from the 8 nomadic

settlements considered for this study.

Table L:}
SCHOOL EXPERIENCE
No, %
Yes 17 10.625
No 143 89.375
Total 160 100: 00

L9
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The above mnalysis revealed that 143 or
89.375% of the respondents have school
experience, Only 17 or 10.625% of them have
been to school. It was the former situation
which was responsible for the method the
researcher used to collect data in this study.
This was also the reason why the present
administration established the nomadic
education programme. The situation is very
pathetic in some settlements without a single

individual who is literate.

Table L4:5
TYPE OF SCHOOL ATTENDED

As mentioned earlier, this is the continua-
tion of the above subject (Schooling). The
respondents who indicated that they have been
to school were asked to state the type of school
they have attended or were attending. Table
L4:5 below shows that, of those who have formal
school experience, 16 or 94.11% of them have
incomplete primary school education. One of
them has got up to secondary school though he
also, could not finish., This result is



suggesting that, the nomadic way of life is
very incompatible with the Nigerian educational
system., This is why the nomadic education
programme was established. The data is hereby

shown in table [j:5 below:

Table L:5
TYPE OF SCHOOL

No %
Incomplete Primary
Education 16 9,117
Incomplete Secondary
Education 1 5.882
Total 17 100.00

Table U4:6

INFORMA'ILON NEEDED TO IMPROVE
SN VoUR - Job ook

This is the section that is treated in
questions 7 - 9. "The section seeks to
find out the type of information needed by
the nomads to improve on their Jjob and secondly,
other type of information needed for their

general well-being. The table below shows
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responses to question 7 which seeks to find
out the type of information needed to improve

on their Jjob which is cattle rearing.

Table l:6
INFORMATLION NEEDED ‘I'0 IMPROVE
~ ON_YOUR _JOB
Type of Information needed No %

How to obtain medical treatment| 42 26.25
for my herds

How to prevent spread of
diseases among my herds 70 | 43.75

How to get the authorities
established grazing fields 13 8.12

How to know climatic
conditions in different parts
of the country 5 3,12

How to obtain market for milk
and milk products

Total 160 100,00

Table l:7
OTHER TYPE OF INFORMATION NEEDED

Type of Information No. %

Availability of animal feeds 90 656,25

Security for herds 1, 8,75

Milk and milk products

processing industry 56 35.00
Total 160 100.00
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Table l:6 above revealed that the
nomadic fulanis in all the 8 settlements
considered for this study are very much
concerned with how to prevent the spread
of diseases among their herds. Seventy or
43.75% of the respondents needs such type
of information most. Their experiences
have shown them that a particular disease
can spread to and from even the neibouring
countries. In 1973 rinder pest which is
one of the deadly cattle diseases, spread
to almost all over the West African sub-region
during that period, almost half of the sub-
regions livestock were lost. Nomadic
Fulanis are yet to recover from that loss.
Table l:7 shows that availability of animal
feeds is a priority area to the nomadic fulanis,
Ninety or 56.25% of the respondents need
information on animal feeds. Milk and milk
products take the second position in terms
of importance. The nomads said they would do
better with a processing industry for such

commodity of neutritional importance.
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Table 4:8
OTHER _GENERAL INFORMATION NEEDED

Type of information No %

1. Health related informatiornf 100 62.50

2. Current affairs/News of

Governments 10 6.25
3. Educational opportunities| 50 31.25
Total 160 100,00

The table above shows the nomadic
fulanis have high regard for health related
information, This will not surprise any
one if one considers the important position
health occupies in the growth and development
of any individual or society, and the current
campaign for health for all by the year
2000, As shown also from the table, the
nomads need information on educational
opportunities. This could be attributed to
the nomadic education programme currently

being developed by the federal government.

PROBLEMS ENCOUNTERED AS CATTLE REARERS

The aim of question 10, was to find out

the various problems the nomadic fulanis faced



as cattle rearers. They were asked to mentioned
these problems., Table [j:9 below revealed that
75 or 1;6.87% of the respondents are being
disturbed by insufficient grazing field for
the herds. Cattle diseases and shortage of
drinking water is another thorn in the flesh
of the nomads. Sixty or 37.50% respondents
consider this a major problem facing their
occupation. These problems can be explained
with the drought experienced from time to time.
Cattle diseases also, claim hundreds herds

of cattle every year. Last but not the least
is the problem of security for the herds. This
is a reaction to the rampant cases of cattle
theft in recent years. The data is shown in

table :9 below:

Iable 4:9
TYPE Oi PROBLEM ENCOUNTERED AS
No %
Insufficient grazing field 75 | L46.87
Cattle disease and water 60 37.50
Security for the herds 25 15.62
Total 160 100,00

*‘l
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Table 4:10

ARE THE PROBLEMS RELATE TO LACK
0 T10

No %
Yes 62 38-75
No 98 61 025
Total 160 100.00

The table above, shows that 98 or
61.25% of the respondents were of the view
that the various problems being encountered
by them as cattle rearers are not related to
lack of information., On the problem of
grazing field for example, the researcher

discovered that in most part of the country,
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the "BURTALI" which are grazing flelds officially

earmarked for cattle rearers were seized by

the traditional rulers and other money bags for
their private use. Most of these fields are

no more in existence. They have been swallowed
by the powerful rich and the so called natural
rulers, Sixty two or 38.75% of the respondents
who indicated that the problems they faced is

due to lack of information are those that



reported problems like cattle diseases. They
might not be aware of an outbreak of a
particular disease in a particular location
where they might be heading in their normal

nomadic life.

Table L:11

SOURCES THROUGH WHICH NOMADIC
FULANIS OBTAIN NEEDED INFORMATION

Sources No %
'Ardos" 70 43.75
Colliques 56 35.00
Extension Agents 30 18,75
Radio b 2.50

160 100,00

Question 13 « 16 sought to find out the
various sources through which the nomadic
fulanis obtain the needed information; and
the frequency at which the nomads interact
with those source of information. Responses
to question 13, the data of which is shown in
table 4:11 above, revealed that 70 or [;3.75%

of the respondents obtain their needed information
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from their respective "Ardos". The "Ardos"
are the leaders of the nomads commonly found
in any nomadic settlement. That the "Ardes"
constitute an important source of information

can be attributed to the following factors:

- In most settlements they are the most
elderly

- They have the largest number of livestock
in their domain

- They might have connections with the

indegenous rulers of those areas.

Another important source of information for the
nomad is their colleqgues. Suprisingly, only
L or 2.50% of the respondents used radio as a

source of information.

Table L4:12 - L:1h

PROVISION OF INFORMATION ON DEMAND BY
EXT ION AG

Question 1)}, the responses of which is shown
in table l:12 below, seeks to find out if there
are extension agents who provide the nomads
with information on demand. Below is the analysis

of response to this question.



Table L:12

DO YOU HAVE EXTENSION AGENTS WHO
PROVIDE INFORMATION TO YOU ON DEMAND

No %
No 52 3,75
Total 160 100,00

Table I:13
WHO DO THEY REPRESENT
No %
Ministry of Information 7 L4.37
Ministry of Agriculture| 113 70.62
Ministry of Health ) 25.00
Table L:1)
FREQUENCY OF INTERRACTION
No %
Weekly 8 5,00
Fort-nightly 20 12.50
Monthly 60 37.50
| _Seldom 72 45,00
Total 160 100,00
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In table L:12 above, the analysis shows
that 98 or 61.25% of the respondents answered
'Yes' - information is provided to them by
extension agents on demand. The researcher
at this juncture, wish to mention that he
faced a lot of probiems trying to explain the
meaning of extension agents. I1f not for the
presence of the able research assistants, his

effort in this regard would have been fruitless.

Question 15, the responses of which in
table lj:13 above were included to further
find out from those who indicated that
extension agents do provide them with information
on demand, who those agents were representing.
In all the 8 settlements considered for this
study, 113 or 70.62% of the 160 respondents
answered that the agents are representing the
ministry of Agriculture. Investigating further
into the genesis of this result, the researcher
discovered that, the result was made possible
as a result of the current campaign for 'self
sufficiency' in food production mounted by the
state government through one of it's agricultural
agency - the Kano State Agricultural and Rural
Development Authority (KNARDA). It is this



b1

authority (KNARDA) that has large number of
extension agents in the name of "farm

assistants" distributed throughout the state.
These agents were provided with motor cycles

as an incentive for what is expected of

them. The Ministry of Health is also represented
as shown in the analysis. Forty or 25.00% of
respondents obtain their information from
officials of the ministry. B

Frequency of interaction between the ;75 ;~3
nomadic fulanis and the extension agents is
what question 16 sought to find out. Analysis
from table L:1l above revealed that majority
of those nomads who obtain their needed
information from the extension agents do not
interact frequently with the extension agents,
and this is the same with the extension agents
representing the ministries. Only 8 or 5.00%
of the respondents meet the extension agents
weekly.

For communication purposes, question 17
was asked. Respondents were asked to indicate
if they understand fluently any language apart
from 'fulfulde' which is their mother tongue.



The analysis in table };:15 below, shows that
102 or 63.75% of the respondents do not
understand any language apart from fulfulde.
This situation could be attributed to the
fact that, the nomad usually communicate in
ful fulde when they are together. The table

below shows the analysis.

Table L:1g

LANGUAGE UNDERSTOOD APART FROM FULFULDE

No. %
No 102 63.75
Total 160 100,00

Table 4:16
LANGUAGE OF COMMUNICATION BETWEEN
THE NOM THE ION AGENTS
Language No %
Hausa 98 61.25
Fulfulde 62 38.75
Total 160 100,00
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The above table which is the analysis of
responses to question 18, is the continuation
of the question before it (17). The analysis
shows that, Hausa is the major language of
communication between the extension agents
and the nomadic fulanis. Ninety eight or
61.25% of the respondents interact with the
extension agents in hausa language. 'This result
could be attributed to the language known by
the majority of the extension agents. Readers
might be in darkness how the remaining 62 or
38.75% of the respondents communicate with the
extension agents majority of whom were Hausa
speaking. The researcher discovered that such
nomadic fulanis who can only communicate in
ful fulde obtain their information through
colleagues and sometimes their respective

'Apdps' - leaders.

LISTENING TO RADIO

Questions 19 and 20 were asked to find
out if the nomads listen to radio, which in
modern day business is an important source of

information. Question 20 specifically sought
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to know the kind of information that interest
those who answered that they listen to radio.
Table }4:17 below shows the responses to

question 19.

Table 4:17

No. %
Yes 96 60,00
No 6l 40.00

160 100.00

The above analysis revealed that, 96 or
60.00% of the respondents listen to radio.
The researcher observed that even when they
are out in the field with their cattle, the
nomads always carry with them their transistor

radios.
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Table 4:18
INFORMATION THAT INTEREST THE
NOMADS IN THE RADIO
Type of Information No %

Politics 8 5.00
Agriculture 82 | 51.25
Health L8 30.00
Educat ion 22 | 13.75
Total 160 100.00

The table L4:18 shows responses to
question 20, The table revealed that B2 or
60.62% of the respondents listen to radio
for agriculture related information, This
result confirmed our analysis in table l:);
where it was found that, 97 or 66.62% of
the respondents engage in farming apart from
cattle rearing. Health related information
took the second position with 48 or 30%
responses. *t is alarming to discover that
only 8 or 5% of the respondents listen to radio
for politics and politically related information.

Considering the new dispensation the nomadic
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fulanis can vote, but can not be coted for.
This is because a person seeking political
office has to stay for a minimum of 12 calender
months in the area he is likely to contest for
election, Looking at the nomadic way of life,
they can hardly satisfy this requirement.

This situation is very pathetic bearing in

mind their population and economic importance

in the country.

Table 4:19

SOURCES THROUGH WHICH THE NOMADS
L OF GOV MENT ACTIVITIE

Sources No %
'Ardos' 86 53.75
Radios L6 28.75

Ministry ot Information

Ofticers 28 17.50
Total 160 100,00

Table above shows responses to question
21. Bearing in mind the nature of their life
style, effort was made to know the sources

through which they learn of government's
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activities. As the analysis revealed in the
table above, 86 or 53.75% of the respondents
are served by their 'Ardos' when it come to
knowing about government activities., As
mentioned in many parts of this study, the
'Ardos' are the leaders that are commonly
found in all nomadic fulani settlements,

Since the indegenous traditional rulers in
those areas are always aware of such 'Ardos'
in their domain, they communicate with the
nomads through them. 1t was discovered during
the study that majority of those who answered
that they know of government activities through
the officials of the Ministry of Information,
are those who settle in areas not far from the
various local government headquaters in the

state.

PROVISION OF VETERINARY CLINICS

The nomads were asked in questions 22 - 23
to find out whether veterinary clinics are
provided in their various locations, and if
provided are they aware of where they are
located? For the prevention and control of

the spread of diseases, veterinary clinics






