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A STUDY OF SCHOOL LI BRARY RESOURCES
I N SELECTED SECONDARY SCHOOLS IN NIGER A

(O der N o . )
Gani yu Tunde Onadiran, Ed.D.
Bost on University, School of Education, 1977

Maj or Professor: Gerald F. Mvey
Associ ate Professor of Education

The purpose of this study was to exam ne the existing
school library resources in selected secondary schools in N -
geria, to utilize the findings to propose standards which should
govern a secondary school, and to suggest neans whereby these
standards m ght be attai ned.

The procedures included (1) reviewing of literature to
show what is so far known about the conditions and services in
the Nigerian school libraries and how the present study can |ead
to the inprovement of school libraries; (2) developing and re-
fining the inquiry form (3) selection of schools and distrib-
tion of the inquiry form (4) on-site visits to some of the
schools to check the reliability of responses; (5) organizing
and analyzing the data for the purpose of presenting the find-
ings and neki ng reconmendati ons.

The inquiry form contained 52 questions classified under
Six major parts: general infornation about the school and Ii-

brary resources, library physical facilities and equi pnent,

Vi
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library personnel, organization and admimistrarion of schoel
libraries, library collections and library budget.

The study was limited to data relating to all secondary.
schools that receive an annual grant from the government and |
also are approved by the West African Examinations Council for
West African School Certificate examinations in Kane, Kwara,
Wiger, Plateau and Sokcorto States of Nigeria «during the fiscal
year 1973-76. I .

There is hopefulness for the future, tempered by frus-
trations in the present. That the library is an accident in
far too many secondary schools is the most significant single
reflection to be made upen the findings. The data concerning
1ibrary physical facilities and equipment, library personnel,
organization and administration of school libraries, library
eollections, and library budgeting revealed a condition that
is almost tragic. There are some schools that are singularly
putstanding to these general conditions. but for such instances
there are a congiderable number thar fall far below the desired
standard of attainment.

The specific recommendations for each area of need in li-
brary physical facilicies and equipment, persennel, orpanization
and administration, library collecticns, and budget were set
down in the form of propesed standards to scerve as cbjective
guldes for evaluvating or accrediting resources of a secondary

school library.
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CHAPTER [ ’  }

INTRODUCTION ARD STATENMENT OF THE PROBLEM

Backpround for rhe Study

All students depend on the rezources of
a good library, not merely for their special
departnment of study but. for their peneral en-
lightenment, and for their awakening and of
the treasures of knowledpe and of the world's
experience in its manifold variecty....The cost
of these material provisions has of course to
be counted.  But so also has thf ultimate cost
to the nation of ignoring them,

The phenomenal ingrease in the Nigerian school enroll-’
‘ments, coupled with the vast amount of knowledpge, shortage of

faculties, faeilirics and money, makes the above warning more

Federal Government of Nigerila., Creat demands continued to

be placed upon the school to provide facilicies for higher

re:Evanc today than in 1960 when 1t was first issued to the

quality of education. Good school libraries are an essential
part of such facilitles. The primary objective of a school 1i-
brary is to implement, enrich and support the educational pro-
graE of the schopl, Other objecetives are concerned with a de-
velopment cof reading skills, literacy, taste, discriminatien
of meterials and instruetion in the use of books and libraries.
In a study of the curriculum needs of the Sub-Saharan

African Library Schoel, De. 0Obl indlcated that a good school




|
o ]

library can make-the fellowing coentributions to quality edu-

cation: o S |

1. Promote the development of reading
ekills and cencourape lonm-term reading in-
terests and habits. Reading is the key to
continuous success in scheol, and to the
personal enrichment of life. A student who
learns to read does not automatically become
& continuous reader unless the habit is ene~
couraped with the provision of interesting
and challenging materials;

2, Contribute ro academic achievement
in other subjects;

3. Increase students' chances of success
in institucions of hipher education, or other.
professional pursuics;

&, Provide students with vocatfenal In-
formation leading to the choiee of a suitable
carecer;

5. Help in dizcovering and developing the
special gifts and talents of students;

6. Train students to study independently
by providing a wide range of matcrials for
class prolects, individual reports, and class
assignments; and

7. Frovide up-to-date resources to meet
the preatest challenge of education -- the
explosion ¢f knowledne. Scudents of today
mugt prepare themselves for a life of re-
education in an unpredictable world.

Thus| the school library 1s an integral part, or the "heart”
of the school, which will enrich curriculum, enE0urago pupil
initiative and creative activity, and provide for individual
differences., The emphasls in Nigeria today 1s on developing
a chifld who can play an effective role in the rapidly develop-
ing poclety, and this inereases the need for an efficlent

gchogl 1library service. The experience of classroom teachers,




scHool inspectors and others concerned with both the library
and the secondary stages of education has shown that more

teaching takes plare when classroom teachers have ready ac-

ceds to learning materials and the help of a professional
librarian. : o Y

In recent years some interest has heen shown:in school
libraries. A Demonstration School Library was established
in Lagos by the UXESCO and the Federal Government of Nigeria.s' '
The Basje Cormission on the Educational System of Western Region

{now Bende, Opun, Ondo and Oyo states) gave some attenrion to

school libraries. Dr. Sharr, in his study of The Library Needs

of Northern Nigeria, and Franklin Book Preogram in its finpal

report on A Book Develovment Projeet in Nigeria, covered some

aspects of the school libraries. There are not many Studies
that deal exclusively wirh scheol libraries; rthose thar do
show that, in most instances, the library resource# in schaeols
are meager. Most parents are poor and cannot afford all the
reading needs of thelr children. Mosr of the schools can as
yet get little help from the public library. Existing practices
of the public library show that ne library has reached the
“one book per person" standard, and this will be beyond the
means of most libraries for a long time,a' In such a siéuation.
to depend heavily on the home or the public library to provide
a plentiful supply of learning materials and the 5uidance that

goes with it is to follow a course of doubtful wisdom.



Statcment of the Problen

The general purpose of the study-wés to examine school
library resources of selected sccondary schools in Nigeria.
The problem sub-toplcs are:

1. To examine the present status of school libraries
in selected secondary schools in Niperia, as ro the number of

certain books, periodicals, audio-viswval waterials and their

adminiserarion.
2. To propose upon the basis of these firddings certain
standards which should govern a secondary school, and
). To sugpest certain means whereby these standards

might be attained.

Objectives

The more specific purposes of the study are delineated
in the following objectives:

1. To acquire data concerning school library books,
periodicals and audio-visual materials in selected secondary
schools in Nigeria.

' 2. To acquire data concerning school library personnel
in selected secondary schools in Nigerfa. |

3. To acquire data concerhing the school library facili-
ties in selected secondary schools in Nigeria.

4. To determine the general patterns of organizatien

of schocl libréries in selected secondary schools in Nigeria.
|
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5. To acquire data concerning the state library oper-
ations for the benefit of individual schools.

6. To propose upon the basis of rhese findings certain
standards which should govern secondary schools, -

7. To suggest means wWhereby these standards might be

achieved.
|

e

Justification for the Study

i
This investigation may be justified on a number of dif-
ferent grounds. TFirst of all, ir will provide a contribution
to education by revealing the existing status of conditions ~
and services in secondary school libraries in rerms of the
librar} resources and services available to students and
teachers in selected secondary schools in Nigeria.

- Secondly, knowledge of the secondary schoel library con-
ditions in Nigeria exists in the minds of all school personnel.
This information should be brought together for a study of its
implication and direct {nformation of value to Iibrary friends
and others. These are especially important at this time of
raplid enrollments and demand for rapid change In curriculum
content and methods. _

' Another justification for the study is to help administra-
tors and librariansz interpret their own needs and see cheir
problems as a challenge for action instead of one which time

or destiny alone can change.



Finally, school library development in Nigeria has
largely been governed by the needs felt in the particular
schools served. This has led to a wide disparity of library
conditions and services awmong state schools and even anong
various schools in the same srate. With libraries in various
states of adequacy, obviously some consistent standards of
quality for Nigerian secondary school libraries might reason-
ably be determined. Certainly a status study of the school
library resources was essential before such determinations

could properly be made.

Scepe and Delineation of the Study

Certain limitations Qere inherent in the study. These
include:

1. The study was concerned with selected secondary
schools in Nigeria, but no attempt was wade at national cov-
erage or representative sampling. Geographically, the study
was limited to Kano, Kwara, Niger, Plateau and Scokoto states
of Nigeria. More specifically, the study was limited to all
secondary schocls that receive an annual prant from the govern
ment and that are approved by the West African School Certifi-
cate Examinations Council for West African School Certificate
examinations. Secondary schools of lower status are thus ex-
cluded from the study. The raticnale for the limization was
based on the fact that most secondary schools of 1dwer status
are in need of classroom accommodation, let alone a room for

the library.s



2. The study colliected and tabulated only information
pertinent to the school yecar 1%75-1976.

3. The gathering of dara and analysis was limited ta
those data considered practical and readily available.

4, The data were furnished by the school librarians.
If the school had no librarian, the teacher in charge of the
schoel library er the principal completed the instrument.

5. The results analyzed and ccnclusiogs drawvn were hased
upon the selected schools which cooperated in the study; thus

excluding those that did notr participate.

Assumptions of the Study

The study was based on the following assumptions:

1. That the provision of adequate library resources in
secondary schools (at all levels of education for that matter)
ig essential for quality education.

2. That the study would be useful in identifying the
extent to which provisions were made for secondary school 11-
braries as a basis for future planning and development at state
and national levels.

3. That the variables and factors affecting the develoﬁ—
ment of school library programs can be detected with data col-
lected.

| 4. That a large number of the secondary schools contacted
returned reports which provided sufficient data from which valid

conclusions and generalizations were drawn.



5. A high level of validity and acecuracy of the reported

data was alse assumed.

Definition of Yey Torns

The terms listed below are capahle of various interpre-
tations. For the purpose of this study, the meanings thar

they are intended to convey are given below:

Schpool Librarvy. The term school library is used in this

sctudy to denote the whole stock of books and other learning
resource material in a school or the rooms or suite of rooms
or even the corridors and spaces where the stock is mainly kept
and larpgely used. In torms of che material colléctions, it
may comprise not only books and pericdicals, pamphlets, maps

and 1llustrations, but alse films and film-strips, slides and

tapes.6

Centralized Library is used in this study as an arrange-

ment. of library resources and services in one lecarion with 1ts
resources avallable to all or most of the teachers and pupils.

Classroom Collection refers to a collection of books in

a classroom for the class members only.
Study Hnll is used to refer to a designated area for study
to which students are assigned on a regular basis as part of

thelr school schedule.

Seating Capacity refers to the number of seatlng units

available within the library area for the library clientele.



School Librarjap is used here to include those person(s)

in the school whether teacher trained and/or librarian trained
and those lacking gqualification or training in efther field
who are acting in the position of "librarian” by previding:

library scrvice in the schoel.

Full-time Librarian Is used interchangeably with library

. clerks and library assistants. ¥No attempt was made to distin-
guish full-time librarian by any definition of education or
professional training. It is used te refer to persen{s} work-
ing full time, providing library scrvice in the school.

Teacher-Librarian is used to refer to a classroom teacher

who spends part of his or her time as a master in charge of

the library.

Library Prefects refers to students assigned library

duties on part-timec basis.

Purs of Serviee 1s used ro refer to the time when the

library is opcn and prepared to render service to Its clientele.8

Grant-Aided Schools 1s used to refer to schools that are

operated by individual or private organizatiens but which re-
ceive annual lump sums ¢f money as grants from the Government.

Becondary School is synonymous with Grammar School and

it is used to describe post-primary school which concentratea

on academic subjects.
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Recapitulation

This study is concerned with an investigation to deter-
mine the present status of school libraries in selected sccone
dary schools in Nigeria, as to the number of certain books,
periodicals, audio-visval matcrials and their administration.

The study is justified in terms of the following:

1. It will help the administrators and librarians teo
plan for the school library development; ' '

2. With libraries in various states of adequacy, the
study is essential for determining a standard for the Nigerian
schools; and '

3. 1t is designed as 2 contribution to resecarch in the

areca of education and school librarles.

Orpanization of the Dissertarion

Nine principal chapters compose the remainder of this
study: '

Chapter I contains the review of pertinent literature
to the development and organization of school libraries, The
objective of the review was to show what is so far known about
the problem under investigation.

Chapter III contains procedures used in the collection
of data and the overall design of the study.

Chapter IV contains the general information concerning

schools in the study and library resources,



11

Chapter V contains the presentation, interpretation and
analfs&s of data on school librury physical facilities.

Chapter VI contains the presentation, interpretation and
analysis of data on school library personnel.

Chapter VII contains the prescentation, intevpretation and
analysis of data on school library acministration and organi-
zation. '

Chapter VIIL contalns the presentation, interpretation and
analysis of data on school library material collections.

" Chapter 1X contains the presentation, imterpretation and
analysis of data on school library budgets and respondents’
evalvation of their school library needs.

Chapter X contains a suymmary, concluslons and recommenda-

tions.
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CHAFTER 1l
REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE

Introdugtion

The purpose of this review is to examlne articles and
research studies relevant to the objective of the srudy.
The two areas that are percinent to the study are:

- {a) The organization and system of education. The ra-
tionale for this review is based upon the fact that the organi-
zatioﬁ and system of education have significant beavings on the
achool library development;

{b) Rescarch pertaining to Nigerian school libraries.
The rationale for such review is to show what is so far known
about the conditions and services in the Nigerian school 1i-
braries and how the present study can lead to the improvement

in school libraries.

The Orpanization and System of Education

The purpose of this section of the review of the litera-
ture 15 to examine the corganization and system of education.
The rationale for the review is based upon the fact that the
. organlzation and system of education have signiffcant bearings

on the conditions and services of secondary school libraries.

13
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The Western-type of schools were founded well over one
hundred years ago by Christian missionaries, whose main objec-
tive was to use the school as a means for converting animists
and Muslims to Christianity.1 Since the history of educarion
is cutside the scope of rhis review, readers ére referred to
Fafunwa2 and Ajayi3 for the history of education and the devel-
opment of secondary schools, respectively. lﬁ is sufficient
to indicate that because the early spread was patchy, there
are today wide disparities among different areas in the propor-
tions of children atcending school. 1In some parts of the former
northern states of Nigeria, where Mulsim communitics had their
own system of Koranic education and did not welcome Christian
migsionaries, the creation of schools aleng Western lines got
a slow start. Besides state inegualicy, there are also marked
imbalances in the distribution of farilities within each state.
Other inéqualities are found in the lower number of girls than
boys attending school in many areas and of rural children com-
pared with those in towns and cities.a Before the middle of
the 1950s, most of the schools in the country were confined to
the primary.level.

The 1950s saw an expansion of secondary and

tertiary education, but the most spectaculgr
increases took place at the primary level. _

A major factor in the expansion of educational facilities was
the Ashby Commission veport of late 19606, which emphasized the
need to expand :ccondary and higher education and to gear the
output of the s¢hools more clcsely.to expected high level man-

power needs.
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Before 1972, althouph lepal responsibilicy for education
was vested in state and federal governments, schools were man-
agéd almost exclusively by relipious missions, private propri-

etars or local authorities. Schools were supported by their
ow4 funds, school fees, and in varying degree by government
grants.? Since 1972, howcver, education has become a subject
1nfwhich the state has concurrent powers with the Federal Gov-
ernment and most of the mission and pr-ivate scthools have been
subJected to strict centrol or taken over completely in many
Etates.

-! The system of education is basically the same in all the
ninecéen states of the federation, and it fs basically patterned
along the British system of education with its serles of exami-
nation hurdles. Tue scope of education embraces literacy,
scientifie, technical, commercial, apricultural and general
studies at all levels, and at the higher level includes profes-
sional courses such as medicine, engineering, law, ecénomics,
accountancy, dentistry and management.at the post-secondary level.B
In general, primary education is & six-year course and free in '
all the states but not compulscry. Primary educatien is fellowed
by a number of post-primary institutions which include secondary
modern schools (available only in Ogun, Oudo and Oyo states),
secondary commercial scheools, secondary grammar schools, Secon-
dary technical schools, teacher training colleges, and trade
centers. A successful completion of primary school, followed

j by competirive entrance examimarions and interviews, are the
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indritutions,

whﬂch are highly competitive. Most of the existing secondary
grammar schools are boarding schools and concentrate exelusively
on |academic subjects. The content and methods of instruction
are shaped and standardized by the Westc African School Certifis
cate Examinarions Council syllabl and terminal examinations

based on these syllabi. The reason for adherence to the sylla-

bi by students and teachers was explained thus:

Since the final examination remains the sole
determination of whether the student receives
& school certificace (which is required for
further education and determines his salary
scale in government service and much of the
private economy), instruction and students'
efforts are directed toward success in this
examination., Indeed, students usually resist
departures from understood practice and the
introduction of content which iIs not seen as
relating directly to the examination.

of secondary education by the students and some of thelr teach-
ers, the National Curriculum Conference on the objectives of

education in Higerla state the objectives of secondary education

as follows:

Secondary education will play a dual rele of
preparing the majority of the srudents for a
terminal education that equips them fe~ living
in society while, for the minority group of
well-motivatced voungsters, the secondary school
will provide facilities for them to go into
higher educacifon.lV .

requirements for entry into any of the above post-primary

Entry to secondary school is by selective examinarions

Contrary to this narrow view of the purpose and objectives
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The reality of this suggestion is based on the fact that less
than one percent of the population and less than twency-five
percent of those who complete secondary education enter higher
in;titutions, For this and many other reasons, the Conference
further recommended that the secondary school curriculum should
be so diversified as ce provide useful experiences for the dif-
ferences in talents, opportunities and roles that students may
possess or be called upon to display later in life. Secondary
schools should be the nation's ground for inculcation of a
spirit of sclf-discipline among the youths, while it should be
alio Incumbent on the schools to equip them te be able to live
effectively in our ever-changing society in particular and the
world in general.ll : :
! An important element in the realization of this recommen-
dacion 1s the absolute necessity of maintaining a myriad of
materials, other than textbooks, with which to enrich the school

curriculum. The opening statement of the American Library Asso-

ciation in the 1960 Standards for Schopl Library Proprams is par-

ticularly relevant in this aspect:

Whatever form the soul-searching regarding
the education of youth may take, sooner or .
later it has to reckon with the adequaey of ;
the library resources in the schools, Any i
of the recommendaticns for the improvement ;
of schoels, currently receiving so much stress
and attention, can only be fully achieved when 5
the school has the full complement of library
resources, personnel, and services.
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Thf same author further Indicated that

«-.dn the education of all yourh, from the
slowest learner in kindergarten to the most
intelligent senior in hizh scheol, an abun-
dance of printed and avdio-visuval materials
i1s essential. These resources are the basie
tools needed for the purposes of effective
teaching and learning.

In!this respect, a study of the conditions and services of
secondary school librarfes will reveal the extent to which
the existing school libraries are adequate or otherwise for
the school cutriculuﬁ'as contained in the Nationmal Conference

on Curriculum Development.

Research Pertaining to the School Libraries

The concept of schocl libraries In Nigeria is a relatively
new one. Aside from "armchair” occasional papers and articles
in library service periodicals, che studies on conditions and
sexvices of school libraries are scanty. Since the focus of
this study is at the secondary school level of education, the
discussion of related literature will be confined to that level.
P Studies on conditions. and services of secondary school

J

libraries of a more arbitious nature than the one here reported
have been ¢enducted in the past by Lancour!® and Sharr.15
Both studies attempted to cover all types of libraries. Lan-
cour’s study in fact embraced all types of libraries (tha: is,
public, special, acadunle and school) in the whole of Bri- 'sh

West Africa. Sharr focused on the library needs of Northcrn
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Nigpria {now Kaduna, Kano, Kwara, tiper, Bauchl, Gongolla,
Plafeau. Benue and Sokoto states). While giving a very use-
fulibroad pleture of the conditions and services of secondary
nch%ol libraries in Nigeria, detalled information oen scme vital

aspects are fnevicably left out. Thus, Lancour's [indings were '

thu

baSEd on visits te few secondary school librarifes and concluded
One faect stands out cleariy: in nearly every
gehool visived, some provision had been made
for & library. In a majority of thro schools

& room, or part of an office, or a section of
& hallway, had been set aside for libravy pur~
poses. They ran from a dingy room with cwo

or threc glass doored rcases in a room nermally
kept locked, to a fair-sized freshly painted,
well lichued room, or bhuiflding, simply buc ap-
propriately furnished, and wich pood quality
metal shelving,l®

Lancour further indicated that the collections too vary widely.
Strickland expressed a similar view when he indicated

that the school library situvation In Nigeria was similar to

that ofF Ghana, in other words, one of wide extremes; and that
probably the greatest factor in the adequacy or otherwise of
achool libraries Is the presence on the staff of someone with
sufficient suthoriry and time to insure that a llbrary is cre-
ated and organi:ed.” Such reports pay little attention to the .
. organization and administration of achool libraries.

[ A more modest survey than Lancour's was carried out ¥

Adebanjo's Commission. Banj]o's survey focused on the educational
lysfem of Western Reglon {now Bende, Ogun, Oyo and Akure states).
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Specifically, it investigated all school facilities and con-
cluded that enly lip service had been pald to the provision

of school libraries. It indicated that some schocls and train-
ing colleges Eecature small collections, but only a few cf them
had anything that looked like a library -- eithcr in collcctions
or acconmodations. The primary schools nor only were without
libraries, but they were remarkable for their bharreneess and

the gencral absence of any classroom book collection or teach-

ing apparatus.la

Such descriptions of the school library scene in the
Western states are similar to Obi's descriptions of the school

1ibraries in the Eastern states. In her Library Scene in Fast-

ern Nigeria, Obi indicated that as yet the region's primary
schools (with the excepticon of a few private ones) have been
unable to maintain any type of library whatscever; and that all
of the 225 secondary schaols in the region have libraries of
one sort or another, althouph they are largely unorganized and
left to the part-time care of one of the teaching staff.19
Contrary to the findings of Lancour for the whole of Bri-
tish West Africa, Adebanjo's findings on the educational system
of Western States of Nigerla and Obi's observations and descrip-

tions of the library scene in Fastern Nigeria, Dr. Sharr, in

hia Library Neceds of Northern MNiperfa, saw the book selection

as the major problem in school and teachers® college libraries,
Sharr indicated that on the one hand, practical difficulties

such as lack of rime to study reviews, remoteness from good
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bookshops, lack of bibliographical aids: on the other, and far
more intractable, uncertainty on what typcs of material will
best mect the ueeds and intercsts of Nigeria's pupils. 'The
solution of this problem, according to Sharr, is basic to
successful developmenr not only 9f school libraries but of the
whole educaticonal program.zo

Ten years later, in 1973, Fadero also lamented that bock
sclection constitutes a sore problem in Nigerian schools and

expanded on the problem thus:

Many teachers never tead books other than the
prescribed textbooks used for their examina-
tions, in order teo gain thelr certificates,
How then can Lhey cope with selcection of books
for their schoeol libraries? Book selection

is an_art which requires training and experi-
ence.

The above problems indicated more responsibilities and
pervices on and from the public libraries of unknown importahce_
in developed countries. The various regional libraries, there-
fore, accepted the challenge and rendered the following services
to the schools: In the former Northern Region (now Northern
States), the regional library intreduced “book-box systems,™
a system whereby schools were lent some books in boxes for a
term or longer period. Other efforts to alleviate the school
library problem in the region included compilation of suitable
books for scheols; ordering of books for various organiczations
and indlviduals; and elementary courses for the school teachers

and library assistants.22 During the same period, the Nesteréa
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énd Eastern Regional (now Eastern Siates) Libraries also ran mobile
libraries to schools. The system is still in uvse in somc
states. Onycouwu, directer of the Bendel State Library Beard,
indicated ¢arly this year that her library board would purchase
four more mobile libraries te provide services for schools
which have no libraries, The mobile libraries, according ro

Onyeowu, have proven very popular with the people of rural areas

who borrowed a total of. 36,000 volumes within six months.za_

By way of finding solutions te school library problems,
the Federal Governmont in ceonjunction with UNESCO established a
model school library in Lagos in 1964. The scope of the pro-
Jject, according to Bonny, the director and UNESCO expert in

charge of the project, was defined as follows:

{1} School and eccllege library service

{(a) Building up of basic reference and lending
libraries

{b) Provision of supplementary collections

{c¢) Supply of books on loan, i.e. bulk exchanges
each term or academic year

(d) Special request service

{e; Possibly mobile service, bookmobile and/or
special material :

(11) Educarion library

Reference and lending service to education offi-
cers, university students, teachers and teachers-
in-training .
(11i) Cenctral textbook library
| {iv) Advice and assistance

(&) Library planning

{b) Library mecthods, furniture and assistance

{c) Training of schoeol librarians

¢d) Library syllabus in schools and colleges

{e) Continued orpanizacion of libraries in
schools and colleges
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“E The ultimate objective is the operation of a com-
oy pletely inteprated school libruary service, provids
- ing, an optimumn service in accordance with avail-
o able means (particularly because of lack of gual-
P ified librarians in schools) but achieving econony
| with efficiency by the full exploitation of the
book stock and the eliminatlon of the duplication
of effort regarding the application of technical

library methods.2%

At the start of the project in 1964, owing to limited
budget and shortage of staff, the rescurces could not cope
with the pgoblems identified in both the secondary and pri-
mary schools. Consequently, it was dceided that work be started

26 Unfortunately,

with secondary schools which were then few.
when the contract between the Federal CGovernment and UNESCO
ended in 1966, the project became weak and almost crippled
until the Lagos State Government took over its administration.
Pue to the physical limitation of the project in Lagos and its
short existence, ir has little impact on the schoel library de-
velopment in other states outside Lagos. It was therefore no
surprise that four years after the birth of the project. Rul-
karni, a UNESCO expert in charpe of the library of the Advanced
Teachers' College, Kano, said the following of his studencs

who were drawn largely from the Northern States:

The students, half of whom were primary
school teachers and half of them secondary
school leavers, have scarcely ever seen any-
thing approaching a standard well-organized
library with ample resources. In their
schools they were used to receiving text-
books which thev kept for the whele year;
therefore, they looked upon the library
almost as a store which supplies books for
all. The pleasure and interest of reading
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various beoks to supplement thefr classwork was
unknown to_them, so also was reading for its
own Sake.

Kutkarni's descriptions would certainly benefit many

products of the system Ita described in his Scheol Library

Scene in Nigeria. Ita indicated that it is true that in some

schools there has always beenh some room or corner set aside
for backs, maybe one or two cupboards or a couple of racks
invariably containing out-of-date books and confidently scyled
the school library. 1In others the picture may contain some re-
cent publications. In rarec cases one can find a worthwhile
collection with a designaced cteacher in charge and more or less
organized according to some system. But such collectlons, of-
ten to be found in the best government schools or in schools
with devored, library-conscious principals, are exzceptions
rather than the ruie.za Dipeoluzg. Fasanyago, and orhers ex-

pressea similar views. Philip Rappaport describes the situ-

ation thus:

More often rthan not, the schools have little
in the way of a school library and what they
do have is often a collection of books kept
locked up in the principal's office.

If part of the objective of education 1s to foster the
arts of reading, reflection, and individual inquiry, a larxge
quantityof reading materials ar various levels of interest and
unferstanding of children is called for. As observed in Books
1. Yest Africa, merely to teach students hew to read, and then

to lead them through a series of textbooks will not accomplish
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true educ;tion. Only material that will challeﬁge the stu-
" dent's Interest and lead him, by his own desires, to progress-
ively higher levels, will give final implementation to the fe-
sire for an educated and informed citizenry-32
In an age when the frontlers of knowledpe are exploding,
when sclentific discovery and technological advance outstrip
the capacity of the printing press to record them, and when
not only philosophy bur che axioms of politics and society are
the subjacts of almost daily challenge -- at such a time, news-
papers and periodicals become of increasing importance in the

33 QF equal importance is the

teaching-learning sitvation.
use of audio-visual macterials in the teaching-learning process.
No one medium of communication is adequate to vorovide informa-
tion and concepts that are unambiguous to the students. Some
research, mostly in the developed countries, indicates thot
students learn faster and retain more when an appeal 15 made
to several of the human senses. The CGovernment is aware of
thie fact and in some of the Minlstries of Education there are
aundio-visual units which serve all schools in the scate. Edu-
cational broadcas:s on radio and television are organized by
these units or 1 separate section of fhe Ministry specific-
ally responsible ior schocl broadcasts. The audio-visual aids
units produce and collect visual alid models which they show

in special exhibitions for teachers. They also run in-service
courses for teschers on the production and use of audie-visual

alds. 4
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35, Ekpong36, Aguolu37 and other writers attribute

Ita
the poor ..hsol library scene to lack of law authorizing the

establishment of school librarles. The inclusion of adeguate
school libkrary rescurces as one of the pre-conditions for ac-
cording recognition or approval te a schoel was suggested38;

and Fadero explained his stand as follows:

It 158 a common knowledge that in many parts
of the warld ne secondary schaol can be approvad
today without satisiyiny certain conditions often
called standard, lald down Erom time teo time by
Ministrics of Fducarton., Therefore, in consider-
ing the role of libraries in education, is it not
time for us to formulate standards for school li-
braries and to make the achievement of such stan-
dards onc of the conditions for approval of sclicals
in MNigeria and other West African countries?
Standards must therefore be set in respect of ade-
quacy of funds, materials, staff and accommodations,
and these will serve as goals for the realization
of the aims and purposc of a school library.3%

It was along this line of thought that Agidee in his_Legal Pro-

visions for Library Development in Nigeria concluded that with-

out legislatfon, library service is provided at the whims and
caprices of whoever {s in charge of the establishments. 40
School library laﬁs, repulations, standards, or call it
what you will, are needed for the establishment and improvement
of echool librarifes. It was along this 1ina~pf'choﬁgh: that
the participants at the International ASSOCiatiDﬁIDf Sch;ol
Librarfanship in its Naire Conference from July 29-31, 1973
passed a resclution that government sheuld draw up a clear

pelicy for school library development in their ¢ountries and

step by step implementation of the following:
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1) Defining the authority responsible far the develop-

ment of school libraries;

) Developing training programs that will introduce all
teachers to knowledge of all wtilization of library materials
&8 reaching tbols;

3) Supporting training in library methods and organiza-
tion for teacher-librarians and library assistants;

4) Providing adequate library budget for purchase of
librery materials, equipment and personnel;

5) Establishing sdequate school library facilities in
all schools, staff for all school levels, paying particular
attention to early childhood needs.&l

In conclusion, a review of the literature indicated that
- there has been no study specifically devoted to the scheool 1li-
braries either statewide or countrywide. This was rightly

pointed out in the final report of a Book Development Project
when it indicated that

! ...the process of cxamining school and publie
| : library schemes in Nigeria is complicated by
0o the fact that po country-wide survey evaluat-
‘; ing existing schemes has been made. Finding
I statistical dara to supportc the facts is a

; fruscrating exercise.

i

Summnary of the Review of the Literature

i In sumrmary, the review of the literature has been largely

concerned with the organizaztion and system of education; the

various efforts by state and public libraries to solve some
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of the school library oroblems; and the sherr-lived madel
gchool library established by the Federal Government and

UNESCO.
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CHAPTER 111
PROCEDURES USED IN THE STUDY

Introducrion

An extenslve review of the literature has provided a
basis for assessing school library resources. The purpose of
this chapter is to present the methods and procedures this
writer used to determine the conditions and services related
to the operation of libraries in selected secondary schools

in Nigeria.

: Step 1
Developing and Refining the Inguiry Form

After a thorough investigation of various vesearch tegh-
niques, it was decided that an inguiry form would be the best
method to solve the problem presented im this study.
| The inquiry forms needed to selicit information were
developed according ro the guidelines set forth iIn Selltiz.1

' Several preliminary drafts of the inquiry form were pre-
pared based on the investigator's analysis of the problem and
review of the literature. An early draft was made in conjunc-

tion with the work of the rescarch colloquium in educational

research at Boston University, School of Education. This draf:

.
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angd other prelilwinary drafts were refined, and a revised form
was then sgent to a selected group of educarional administratoers,

z These

state and children librarians and teachers in lUigeria.
professionals were invited to make comments concerning the ef-
fectiveness of the inquiry form as 4 research instrument and to
offer suggestions as to how the inquiry form might be improved,

Following the incorporation of the suggestions of these
professionals, ancther refined inquiry form was sent to ten
‘secondary schools in Nigeria. Mr. Dapo Oyeleke of the Kaduna
Polytechnic and Dr. Niyi Ojo of Ahmadu Bello University helpad
in the administration of the inquiry form to the ten secondary
schools. The purpose of the test was to insure near universal
interpretation of the questions asked on the inquiry form. I

The final drafc was developed after piving considerarion
to the suggestions of professional men and women in libraries
and education, both in the United States and Nigeria, and the
regults of the pre-test in the ren secondary schools.

The Inquiry form met the eight criteria established by

Best3 as characteristics of a good questionnaire. Best lists

the eight criteria as follows:

1. It deals with a significant topic, one the
respondents will recognize as important
enough to warrant spendine his tizme. The
significanceshould be clearly and carefully
stated on the guestionnaire, or in the let-
ter that accompanies it.

The topic of this dissertation has concerned Nigerian Library
Asgociation, educational administrators and teachers for many

years, This was demonstrated by the Interest the State Librarians
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and Ministry of Education have shown In the study. The Ministry

of Education and/or State Library sponscred the study in che

Five states. The significance of the study was clearly stated

in the lettera that accompanied the inquiry form.

R 2. 1t seeks only that information which cannot
Lo be obtained from other sources such as re-
ports or census data.

A systematic search of the literature by the investigator failed

to reveal any study yielding data requested in the Inguiry form.

3. 1t is as short as possible., only long encugh
to get the essential data. Long question-
naires frequently find their way into the
waste basket.

4. It is attractive in appearance, neacly ar-
ranged, and eleariy duplicated or printed.

A close look at the inquiry form® will reveal that the inquiry
form mcasured up to the two criteria above. The form may be

answered In about half an hour. {

5. Directlons are clear and complete, important
terms are defined, each question deals with
a sinpgle idea, all questions are worded as
simply and clearly as possible, and the cate-
gories provide an opportunity for easy, accu-
rate and unambiguous responses.

A study of the inquiry form6 will reveal that the questions are
 ¢lear and complete and the results indicated generality of the

responses.

6. The questlons are objective, with ne leading
suggestions as to the responses desired. Lead-
ing questions are just as inappropriate on a
questionnaire as they are in a court of law.

The questicns in the Inquiry form were phragsed in such a way
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that the fesponses were to the questions themselves rather

than cther aspects of the siruvation.

7. Questions are presented in good psycho-
logical order, proceeding from general
to more specific responses.
A study of the inquiry f.orm? from question number cne to ques-

tion number fifry-two indicates a satisfacrion of this criterion.

8. It is easy.to tabulate and interpret.
The inquiry form was designed to be sent to a larpe number of
persons and as the inquiry form was being designed, the method
of tabulation was being formulated. In this way, the answers

may be tabulated quickly and easily.

Description of the Inquiry Form

The inquiry form contained fifty-two items and asks for
two types of Information. The first group of questions requests
certain general information about the school as a whole, and
the second set of questions asks for information with regard
to specific library resources, organization and its administra-
tion.

The inquiries concerning the school are in the following
areas: person completing the inquiry form, position, sex and
age. Other questions in this group include: name of school,
number of streams in each grade, total enrollment as of October,

1975 and boarding house facilities available to students.
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The Inquiry form questions on specific library reéources
were designed to learn the following:

1. Organization of tﬁc library resources -- whether the
gchool library is centralized or not

2. Services provided by the Publie or State Library for
the bencfit of the individual school

3. School library physical faecilities and equipment

. School 1ibrary personnel

School library administration and orpanization

4
5
6. School library materlal collections
7. Scheol library budget

8. Respondents'® evaluation of the library negds of the
school, Most of the items were answered by a check (v), but a
‘few required a brief written answer.

Step 2
Selection of the Scheols

A letter (see Appendix A) was written to the Ministry of
Education in the former six Northern States of Nigeria for the
permission to conduct the study and for a list of their scheols
that are grant-alded and approved for the West African School
Certificate Examinations. Five of the six states responded.

The author decided to drop two states from the study. The North-
Central (now Kaduna) State and North-Eastern State {now Bauchi,
Borno and Kongola States} were dropped from the study because
the former did not respond to the request for permission and

the latter because the creation of states in February 1976 cre-



38

ated new administr;tive problens that it was impossiblé to
include the three new states created from the former North-
‘Eastern 5tate. The selection of schools, therefore, was lim-
ited to Kano. Kwara,-figer, Platezu and Scokoto States of NLigeria
that met the organization pattern of the srudy. : f
-To be selected, a secondary school must be approﬁcd hy
the State Minlstry of Education as grant-aided; approved by
the West African Examinations Council for West African School
Certificate Examinations: and must have been presenting or
ready to present candidates for the West African School Certifi-
cate Examinations {n June 1976. N
According to the flve states’ Miniscry of Education;
School Statistics 1975/76 Session, 17 secondary scheols in XKano
State, 62 in Kwara State, 2] i{n Plateau State, and 22 in Sckoto
State of Nigeria met the organization pattern of the study. In
. the five states, 133 secondary schools were chosen for the study.
Government prant-alded secondary schools accredited by
the West African School Certificate Examinations Council were
used because they form a group of schools in which the qualicy
of education 1{s measured by certain standards. Secondly. from
the author's experience and a number of personal and ﬁriﬁate
correspondences between the author and the people in the fleld,
there way ample evidence that secondary schools that do not

meet the three criteria above were Iin dire need of clasarooms,

let alone a room for the library purposes. For example, see

[ I -
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Appendix A for some of the correspendence between the author,
the Kwara State Librarian and Mr. Joe Gbamiro in connection
with the above point.

Step 3
Distribution of the Inquiry Form

The problem and inqdiry form were submitted to the Chief
Inspector of Education and.State Librarians of Kano, Kwara,
- Niger, Plareau and Sckoto States to gain their support in order
to complete the study. With their permlssion. the inquiry form
and an explanatory letter stating the purpose of the study, a
copy of which is to be found in the Appendix B, were sent by
mail to the principals of (i) 17 secondary schools in Kano
State, {ii) 62 secondary sc¢hools in Kwara Srate, (iii) 11 seccon-
dary schools in Niger State, (iv} 21 secondary schools in Plateau
State, and (v) 22 secondary schools in Sokoto State of Nigeria.
_ Each inquiry form was coded with the school's number for
identification purposes. The code enabled the writer to deter-
mine the schools responding and to complete follow-up procedures
on those who did not return the intrument. The respondents were
reguested to return the instrument through the school mail to
the Inspectorate Division, Ministry of Educatien Headquarters
of their state.

The first follow-up was made by letter and the second by
double post card. Each of these follew-ups offered to send an
additional inquiry form in the event that the first had been

lost. This final solicitarion was rewarded by rhe receipt of
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14 additional completed inquiry forms. As a result, a total

of 114 completed inquiry blanks were recceived, representing

B5.7 percent of the universe of the population.

Attitudes Concerning the Study

A very large percent of individuals contacted in conncction
with this study were most cooperative. Approximately 86 percent
" of those to whom the inquiry form was sent returned the form.
Many included letrers of explanation concerning their answers
and offered additfonal data not actually requested in the ques-
tionnaire.

The Inspectorate Division of each State Ministry of Educa-
tion, the State Librarians, and all schools contacted concerning
the study showed remarkable interest In the whole problem. A
* summary of the results has been promised te all those whe have

cooperated in any way in the preparation of the study.

: Step 4
Checking of Rellability of Responses

To check the reliability of the answers made by the re-
spondents to the questions on the inquiry form, it was decided
that the author would make a personal visit to a rvandom sample
of twenty-five percent of the schools in the study. DPuring
this trip, visits were made to a nunber of schools which had

returned the inquiry forms as a part of the study.
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As a result of interviewing the person who had previously
filled ocut the inquiry form and an on-site observation of the
school library resources, the writer completed ¢ second inquiry
form for the purpose of checking reliability. : i

Step 5

Treatment of Data .

As the inquiry form was belng ﬁesigned, the mechod of
tabulation also was being formulated. To process the informa-
tion collectad, hand tabulaticn was used because many of the
items on the Inquiry form are easier and more ecoromically tabu-
lated by hand than they could be converted to machine-readable
form and verified.

The presentation and Iinterpretation of data were as fol-
lows: First, 4 map of Nigeria showing the geographical location
of the areas covered by the study was presented. Wext, a state-
ment identifying the part of the library program being considered
was presented. Finally, the inquiry form was tabulated to show
responses for each item and a comparison was made between the
responses to an item and the followirg variables:

{i) gecgraphical location

(ii) type of boarding house facility available in the school

{iii) school enrellment.

Geographical Location. The divisions of population for

compariscon by geographical location were as follows: i
i.
|
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{i) Xano State Sciwol System
(i1) Kwara State Schoel System
(iii) Niger State School System
(iv) Plateau State School System
{v) Sokoto State School System.
The geographical location of schools were identifiéd by the
State Ministry of Education.

Type of Boardinpg louse Facilitv. The divisions of popula-

tion for zhe purposes of comparison by type'of boa;ding house
facilitie& were as follows:
(1) Boarding only
{i1) day only
_ {1i{) boarding and day. )
These divisions were identified by the State Ministry of Education.

School Enrollment. The divisions of population for pur-

poses of comparison of scheool enrollment were as follows:
{i) under 200 students
{i1) 201 to 300 students
(1ii) 301 to 400 students
(iv) 401 to 300 students
{v) over 500 students.
The rangas were arbitrarily selecred for the purpose of compari-
sons and recommendations.
Quantitative data in research for a desecriptive study for
8

comparison can be analyzed satisfacterily according to Van Dalen

by using the simple measures of central tendency. To provide a
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visual and more meaningful forh of analysis, the total respenses
were mathematically processed with a calculator to arrive at
percentages. The data are presented and analyzed through tables

and diagrams.

Recapirulation

This chapler has prescnted the procedures used in the solu-
tion of the problem presented by the study. The inquiry form
~was the instrument selected to gather the daca. The inquiry
form was distributed te 133 secondary schools im Kano, Kwara,
Miger, Plateau and Sokoto States of Nigeria that met the organi-
zation pattern of the study. To test the validity of the re-
sponses, the investigator paid on-site visits to some of the
secondary schocl libraries and held interviews with the persons
whe had completed the Inquiry forms. The data was reported In

tabular form and comparisons were made between certain types of

data.
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CHAPTER IV ' .
THE STATUS OF SELECTED SECONDARY SCHOOL LIBRARIES IN NIGERIA

The purposec of this chapter and the next six chapters
is to report in detail the status of selected secondary s:hool'
libraries in Nigeria with regards to the number of certain
books, periodicals, audio-visual materials, and their organiza-
tion and administration as revealed in the inquiry forms which
have been returned from the schools, numbering nearly one hun-
dred and twenty téking part in the study.

For the purposes of analysis and interpretation, the
results are reported in tabular form. Each table Is accompanied
by a summary of data reported.

In Chaptér X of this study, the data presented are given
a general interpretation accompanied by a proposal of standards

for school libraries. Suggestions for further studies are also

made.

Ceneral Information Concerning Schools Iin the Study
and Library Resources

The inquiry form, discussed in detail in Chapter III,
was mailed to one hundred and thirty-three selected secondary
schools in Kano, Kwara, Kiger, Plateau and Sokoto States of

Nigeria that met the organizational pattern of this study.

v

Bt

LI
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One hundred and eightecn forms were returned. Of these,
one hundred and fourtesn have been Included in rhe results re-
ported in this and the next six chapters. The remaining four
forme werc excluded because in all cases they failed to answer
enough of the ftems {n the I{nquiry form to make any significant
contribution to the study s & whole. _

Figure 1 and Table I show how the 133 inquiry forms were
distributed on a peographical distribution. OFf the 133 inquiry
jforms, 114 inquiry forms, or 85.7 percent, were recelved and
processed. IFf the shortage of qualified school personnel and
the country's poor communication systems are taken into ac-
count, the resulc 1s impressive., Niger State Schoeol System has
the largest percentage of returned fnquiry forms. Of the 11
forms mailed ro the Niger Srare Schogl Sysrem, 11 forms, or
100 percent, were returned. Sokoto and Kano State School Sys-
tems have about the same percentage of returned ingquiry forms.
Kwara State School System has the smallest percentage of re-
turned forms. Of the 62 inquiry forms malled to schools in
Kwara State, 50 schools, or B0.6 percent, responded.

Table II shows the number and percentage cf schools par-
ticipating, compared with the state total number of seccndary
echools and state pepulation. Of the 153 secondary schools in
the five state school systems, ll4 schools, or 74.5 percent,
are represented in the scudy. Niper State School System has
the largest percentage of schoels in the study. Kano and Sokoto

State School Systems have about the same percentage of represen-
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Table 1

Ceopraphical Distribution of Inquirv Forms

' Number of
Ceopraphical Mailad Humber Percentage
Division Inguiry Forms Returned of Return
Kanc State 17 15 88.2
Kwara State .62 50 80.6
Niger State 11 11 100.0
Plateau State 21 18 85.7
Sokoto State 22 20 50.9
TOTAL 133 114 as5.7
Table II

Number and Percentasge of Schaols Participating

Compared with State Total tumper of

Secondary Schools and State fopulation

Total Number

Total Number

Percentage
State

Secondary State Schools State School i

States Schools in the Study Toral Iin Study Population
Kano 17 15 88.2 5,774,842
Kwara 66 30 75.8 2,309,338
Niger 11 11 100.0 1,271,767
Plateau 37 18 48.6 2,026,657
Sckoto 22 20 90.9 4,538,808

TOTAL 153 114 74.5 15,921,412

*Federal and State Estimates, April and May, 1976, and White
paper on Creation of States - February 1976, quoted in the
New Niperfian newspaper, May L3, 1976, p. 1 -




48




49
. .--|

tation in the project. Of the 22 secondary schools in Sokoto
State School System, 20 schools, or 90.9 percent, are repre-
gented in the study. Similarly, of the 17 schools in Kano
State School System, 15 schools, or 88.2 percent, are in the
study. Plateau State School System has the smallest percentage
of schouls represented in the study. Of the 37 secondary
schools in Plateau State, 18 schools, or 48.6 percent, are
represented in the study. _-

The small percentage of Kwara and Plateau schools In the
study could be attributed to the rapid expansion of secondary
schools within the last three or four years. New schools,
unfortunately, do not meet the organizatioﬁ pattern of this’
gtudy and were thus excluded.

Teble III shows schools and type of boarding house fﬁcility
compared according to geographical location. It is important
~ to note that the largest percentage of schools in the study is

boarding only., Of 114 schools reporting, 78 schools, or 68.4
percent, are boarding only. The next largest percentage of
schools are boarding and day group of schools. Thirty-twa
schools, or 28.1 percent, are boarding and day. The smallest
percentage of schools in the study is day only. Four schools,
or 3.5 percent, are day only.

The large percentage of boarding only schools is due to
historical reasons. It is interesting to note that Kwara and
Plateau State School Systems that have larpe percentages of

boardingand day schools also have many schools built by mis-
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Table 111

Compared According to Geosraphical Locotion

Ceggraphical Location Total No.
“Kanao Kwara direr Platcau 5ow0I0 Scehools
Type of N=T5 =50 =1 N=l8 %=20  Reporting
Facility _No. % _No. % _No. % No. % No. % No. %2
ooly "B 13 86.7 21 42.0 10 90.9 14 77.8 20 100.0 78 68.4
Day only 2 13.3 1 2.0 1 9.1 -- -~ 4 3.5
Boarding - . o
& Day 28 56.0 - 4 22.2 32 28.1
TOTAL 15 100.0 50 100.0 11 100.0 18 100.0 20 100.0 114 100.0
Table IV
Student Enrollment Compared
According to Geographical Location
Geographical Location Total Yo.
Student Xano Kwara Nirper '?Iaigau Sokugg Schools
Enroll- N=1% =50 N= N= S=l Reporting
ment No. % _Np. % _No. % _No. 2 _We. _% “No. 7.
under 200 2 13.3 2 4.0 2 18.2 -- 2 10.0 8 7.0
201-300 1 6.7 2 4.0 1 &1 2 11 2 100 8 7.0
301-400 11 73.3 21 42.0 6 54.5 7 33.9 10 50.0 55 44.2
401-500 -- 17 34.0 -- 8 44.4 -- 25 21.9
over 500 1 6.7 8 16.0 2 18.2 1 5.6 6 30.0 18 15.8
TOTAL 15 100.0 30 100.0 11_ 100.0 18 100.0 20 100.0 114 100.0
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_sionaries, communiries and private individuals. On the other
band, Sokoto, Kano and Niger States, with hipgh percentages of
boarding schools, have few non-government secondary schools.

Table IV shows student enrollment compared according te
geographical location. The largest percentage of schonls re-
porting are in the 301 to 400 student enrollment category. Of
114 schools reporting, 55 schools, or 48,2 percent, gre in the
301 to 400 student enrollment. The next largest percentage
of schools reporting is the 401 to 500 student enrollment group.

Twenty-five schools, or 21.9 percent of the schools in the study,
are In this group. Schools with student-cnrollment of over 500
have 18 schools, or 15.8 percent, in the study. Schools with
student enrollment of under 200 and 201 to 300 have equal per-
centage of schools particlpating (8 schools or 7 per cent each).

It is important to nete that untll the recent past, most

Nigerian secondary schools {particularly Government Secondary
Schools) were In the enrollment category cf 301 to 400 student
enrollment. Since 1970 the direction of school enrollment has
been shifting towards over 500 student enrcllment. Most of the
ploneer secondary schools in the states under investigation have
over 700 student enrollment. The advantages and/or disadvantages
of large student enrollment are outside the scope of this study.
It is sufficient te findicate that adequate school facilities
(including library rescurces) must be provided in relation to

school size and enrollmenc.
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- Table V shows position of perscn respoﬁding ro inquiry
forms compared according to geographical location of schools.
It is interesting to observe that in all the states, the small-
est pearcentage of school personnel responding to the inquiry
forms was library assistanc. The reason for the low repfesen-
tation oF library assistant in the groups of school personnel
responding to the inquiry forms was partly due to the lack of
library personnel in many schools, and partly due to the low
level of educational qualifications and status of ‘school library
personnel in most schools in the study.

Kwara State School System has the Iafgest percentage of
library assistants responding to the inquiry form. O©Of the S0
respondents from Kwafa State, 14 respondents, or 28.0 percent,
reported their positions as library assistants. The next 1arg'-
est percentage of library assistant respondents was Kano State.
0f the 15 school persounel that responded in this state, four
school personnel, or 26.7 percent, indicated their position
as library asslstant. Of 20 school personnel respondents frﬁm
Sokoto Stare, four officers, or 20.0 percent, indicated their
position as library assistant. Of 18 respondents from Plareau
State School System, three respondents, or 16.7 percent, indi-
eated their position as library assistant. Niger State School
System has the smallest percentage of library assistant respon-
dents. Of 11 school persounel that responded from this state, 

one officer, or 9.1 percent, indicated her position as library

assistant.
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Table V

Position of Person Responding to Incuirv Forma
Compared Accordinyg to Geoprapnical lication or schools

Geopraphical Lecation

Position Kano " Kuara lirer Flateau Sekoto

of Respon- N=T3 N=30 =11 N=TE N-Z0
dent No. % _Ne. % _No. % No. % _No. %
Principal 7 46,7 10 20.0 4 36.4 6 33,3 8 40.0
Teacher-

Librarian 4 26.7 26 52.0 6 45.5 9 50.0 8 40.0
Library '

Assistant & 26.7 14 28,0 1 9.1 3 16.7 & 20.0

TOTAL 15 100.0 50 100.0 11 100.0 18 100.0 20 100.0



54

Table VI shows position of person responding to inquiry
forms compared according to type of boarding house facility,
Surprisingly, there Iis no difference between the percentage
of library assistants responding to Ehe inquiry form In board-
ing only group of schools and day only gzroup of schools. Of the
78 school personnel responding to the inquiry form in the board-
1lng only group of schools, 20 school personnel, or 25.6 percent
of the vespondents, indicated their positioh as library assisrant.
Similarly, of the four school personnel responding to the in-
gulry form in the day ouly group of schools, one officer, or
25.0 percent, indlcated her position as library assistant. Of
the three groups, the boarding and day group of schools has the
smallest percentage of library assistants as officers respond-
ing to the inquiry forms. OQf 32 school officers that responded
from thils group, five officers, or 15.6 percent, indicated
their position as library assistant. )

_ Table VII shows position of person responding to inguiry
forms compared according to school enrollment. It is important
to note that in all the enrollment categories, the smallest
percentage of group of school personnel responding was library
assistant group. Such a result could be interpreted as an indi-
cation of shortage of qualified and comperent school library peff
‘sonnel in all the enrollment groups in the study.

As expected, schools in the entrollment category of over
500 student enrcollment have the larpest percentage of library

asslstants as school personnel responding to the inquiry form.
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Of the 18 school personnel that responded to the inquiry

forms in this group, five school personncl, or 27.8 percent,
were library assistants. Schools in the enrollment catepory

eof 301 to 400 student enrollment have the next largest pers
centage of iibrary assistants responding to the inquiry forms.
0Of the 55 school pcfsonncl that responded to the inquiry form
in this group, l4 school personnel, or 25.5 percent, indicated
their pos;tion as library assistant, Surpriéingl?, schools in
the enrollment éategm_‘y of 401 to 500 have small percentages
of school personnel responding as library assistant. Of the

25 gchool personnel thar reéponded from this group, 5 school
personnel, or 20.0 percent, indicated their pésition as library
asafstant, As expected, schools In the énrollment categories
of under 200 and 201 to 300 student enrollment have the small-
est percentage of school personncl responding as library assis-

tants. No library assistant responded from under 200 student

enrollment category.

Cencralized Library Collections

A centralized library collection is more economical in
terms of persomnel and book costs per Nalra spent; it reduces
cost of duplication of some reference titles and services.

The study defined centralized library as "one administered
as a unit, usually In one place in the school, and making books

and other library materfals available to all or most of the
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teachers and pupils in the schoel. For the purpose of tﬂis
study, such a collection which includes only books is alse
interpreted as a centralized library." In broad terms, the
study defined ceu;ralized library as virtually any attempt
made by any school to provide a library beyond {ts classroom
collections. Table VIII shows schools having centralized 1i-
brary collections compared according te geographical leecarion.
The result indicated that not all secondary schools in
the five stares have centralized library collections. Plateau
State seems to have the largest percentage of schools with cen-
tralized library ceocllections. Of the 18 schools in Plateau
State School System, 1) schools, or 83,3 percent, have central-
1zed library collections. Kano, Kwara and Sokoto States School
Systems have equal percentages of schools with centralized 1i-
brary collections. Each of the three states has 80 percent
of its schools with centralized library collections. Niger

State School System has the smallest percentage of schools with

centralized library collections. Of the 1l schools in the state,

eight schools, or 72.7 percent, have centralized library col~-

 lections.

Table IX shows schools having centralized library cellec-
tions compared according to type of boarding house facilicy.
Day only group of schools has the largest percentage of schools
having centralized library collections. OFf four schools in
thiz group of sehools, all four have centralized library collec-

tiens. Boarding only group of schools has the next largest
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Teble IX

S Schools Havine Centralized Library Collections

Compared According to Tvne of

Boarding House Facility

TOTAL

Type of Have Do HNot Hawve

Boarding Centralized Centralized Total Yovmber

Housa Library Library of Schools

Facility Collections Collections Eevorting

Boarding

only 64 82.1 14 17.9 78 638 .4

Day only 4 100.0 - -- 4 3.5

Boarding

and Day 23 71.9 5 258.1 32 28.1
91 23 114 100.0
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percentage of scheools having centralized library colleccions.
Of 78 schools in this group of schools, 64 schools, or 82.1
percent, have centralized library collections. Boarding and
day group of schools has the smallest percentage of schools
having centralized library collections. Of 32 schools in this
group of schools, 23 schools, or 71.9 percent, have centralized
}ibrary collections. Type of boarding house facility seems to
be no factor in the percentage of schools having centralized
library coliections. Boarding enly group of schools were sup-
posed to be richer in school facilities than day only or day
and boarding proup of schools. Contrary to expectatlions, day
only group of schools seems to be doing a fine job iIn providing
centralized library collections.

Table X shows schools having centralized library collec-
tions compared according to enrollment of schools. As expected,
the largest percentage of schools having centralized library
collections was in the enrollment category of over 500 student
enrollment, Of 18 schools of this size, all 13 schools have cen-
tralized library collections. The next largest percentage of
schools having centralized library collections was found in the
enrollment category of 401 to 500 student enrollment. Of 25
achools in this proup, 23 sacheools, or 92 percent, have central-
. 1zed library collections. Of 55 schools iﬁ the enrcllment cate-
gory of 301 to 400 student enrollment, 43 schools, or 78.2 percent,
have centralized library collections. Of eight schools in the

enrollment category of 201 to 300 student enrollment, Feur schools,
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Tabtle %

Schools Having Centralized Library Collections

Compared According to Enrollment of Scnools

Have

Po ot Have

Centralized Centralized Total Number

Library Library of Schools

Enrollment Collections Collections Reporting
fnder 200 3 37.5 5 62.5 3 7.0
201-300 4 50.0 4 50.0 8 7.4
301-400 43 78.2 12 2l1.8 55 48.2
401-500 23 92.0 2 8.0 25 21.9
Over 500 18 100.0 - - 13 15.8
TOTAL 91 23 114 100.0
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or 50 percent, have centralized library collections. As ex-
pected, schools in the enrollment category of under 200 student
enrollment have the smallest percentage of schools having cen-
tralized library collections. Of eight schools in this group
of schools, three schocls, or 37.5 percent, have centralized

library collections,

- In summary, 1ir seems that size Ff the student enrollment
iz a factor in the percentage of schools having centralized
library collections., 4ll schools need centralized library col-
lactions. Such a library should meer the curricular needs
and interests of the students and teachers,

Table XI shows the lecation of scheol libraries not ex-
clusively a centralized library compared according to geographical
location. Kano, Kwara and Sckoto States School Systems have
about an equal percentage of school libraries located in rooms
also used as classrooms. It is interesting to note that one
school, or 6.7 percent of the schools, in Kano State School Sys-
tem has its library in the principal’s office. Kwara and Niger
States School Systems have 4.0 and 18.2 percent, respectively,
of their school libraries located in multipurpose rooms,

It must be pointed cut that school libraries, like sci-
ence laboratories, have an important role ro play in the teach-
ing-learning process. A school library deserves a separate
rvoom of its own. Location of school libraries in rooms also
used as classrcoms, prineipal's office or multipurpose rooms

will inhibit access te library materials.
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Table X1

Location of School Libraries et Exclusivelw
Centralized Libraries Conpared 4dccording

to Geonraphical Location

Ceagravhical Lacation

Kano _Kwara | HNiger _Plateau
5 [ N=50 BeIT —  (~NeI3
Location [MNo. % [No. _%_| No. % Mo, %

Corridor
Rooms Also

Uscd as
Classrooms

s

13.3 6 12.0

Princi-
pal's 1 6.7
OFfice

Mulel-
purpose 2 4,0] 2 18.2

Rooms

Gther 2 4.0
TOTAL 3 20.0 J10 20.0 2 18.2

Sokoto

TN
2 10.0
4 20.0
& 30.0
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“ui : Relationship to Public Libraries

School and public libraries are complementary, never sup-
plementary: the scheool library serves the sachenl; the public
library serves the community. As recbers of both the school
and the community, teachers and students deserve the services
of both. Since school libraries cannot provide all the neces-
sary materials, the public library can and should c¢complement the
schooel library. The Philadelphia Project with {ts Action Li-
brary stresses the impertance of the two agencies finding and
establishing all they have in common. Cooperation of 'systems’

1 ALA and Assocation for Educational

and ‘among' is desirable.
Communicatiecns and Technology rightly pointed out that “No
element of the educational process needs to be limited by the
walls of builldings or organizational demarcations."2
Selected secondary schools {n Ni{gerla were requested to
indicate the services that they received from the public or
state libraries. Table XII shows the number and percent of
achools receiving various kinds of services from the state or
public library compared according to geographical location, It
18 disheartening to note that in spite of the poor conditions
af school libraries, most schools received no service from the
publfic Iibrary. It is important te nore that only three scates
-~ Kano, Xwara and Sckoto -- provided a lcan of book collections
to some of its schools. Of the three states, Kano has the larg-

est percentage of loans of book collections to school libraries.
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Table XI1

Rumber and Percent of Schools Receiving

VYarious Kinds of Services from the

State or Public Librarv Compared

According te Georranhical Locatien

services Provided Geenraohical Location
by State or Public| Kano Bodara | wifer Plateau | Sokoto
Libraries Wo. % Pe. % [No. % 1 No. 5 No. %
Loan book collee-
fon to school 320014 8.0 2 10.0
‘Loan individual
tudents books
hrough book-
obile service
librarian for
he school 6 40,012 4.0 3 27.3] 3 16.7][10 50.0
elp in book
election for J20.01510.0
choal or library
TOTAL 12 11 3 3 12




.67
0f 15 schools in this state, three schools,jor 20 percent,
indicated loan of a book colleccion service‘from the publie
library. All the state public libraries provided a librarian
for the schools., Two states, Kano and Kwara, provided some
help in book selectien for the school or library. HNo state
provided indlvidual students books through bookmobile service.
With the exception of Bende State, none of the stares in the
country offer bockmobile service. It Is outside the scope of
this study to stress the importance of bookmobile service,
particularly to the people in rural areas. It s sufficient
to indicate that In a wide country such as Migeria, with cver
80 percent of its population in rural areas, mobile library
service 1s a 'must.’

Shortages of library persomnel in all the states is pro-
bably one of the reasons for the poor public or state library
services to the schools. Most of the states, particularly those
in the study (with the exception probably of Kwara State), have
one oY at most two quallfied or paraprefessional librarians.
In the opinion of the writer, tha Introduction of a library
school in the University of Maidupuri, which brings the total
number of library schools to three, should have an Impact on

reducing the acute shortage of library personnel.
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Summary of Findings

1. ©Of 133 inquiry feorms mailed to selected secondary
schools In Kano, Kwara, Niper, Plateau and Sckoto States of
Migeria, there were 114 usable returns, representing 85.7 per-
cent of the total.

2. Of 114 schocls reporting, 78 schools, or 65.4 percent,
were boarding only, 32 schools, or 28.1 percent, Qere boarding
and day, and 4 schools, or 3.5 percent, were day only.

3. Of 114 schools in the study, 35 schools, or 48.2 per-
cent, have 30l cto 400 student enrollment; 25 schools, or 21.9
percent, have 401-500 student earollmenc; 18 schools, or 15.8
percent, have 500 or over student enrollment; 8 schools, or
7 percent, have 201 to 300 student enrollment; and 8 schools,
or 7 percent, have under 200 student enrollment.

4. In the five states, the smallest percentage of
school personnel that responded to the inquiry form was library
&ssistant.

5. Of 114 schools in the study, 91 schools, or 79.8 per-
cent, have centralized library collections. '

6. Most schools in the study received no services from

public or srare libraries.

An gnalysis of school library physical facilities and

équipment will be presented in Chapter V.
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CHAPTER V

LIBRARY PHYSICAL FACILITIES AND EQUIPMENT

In Chapter IV, there was a consideration of the types
- of schools and population in the study. It was found that

there were 114 secondary schools providing information for

. the study. Of 114 schools, 7B schools were boarding only,

32 schools were boarding and day, and four schools were day
only. Fifry-five of the schools have student enrollment of
301 to 400, 25 schools have 401 to 500 students, 18 schools
have over 500 students, 8 schools have 201 to 300 students,
and 8 schools have under 200 student enreollment. Of 114
gschools responding, 91 schools have centralized library col-
lections.

It is the purpose of this chapter to present data on li-

brary physical facllities and equipment.

Library Physical Facilities and Equipment

The scheol library should be an attractive faeility which
children and teachers enjoy using. Space 1ls required in the 1i-
brary for work, storape, exhibit and demonstration areas and
ecnference areas. The size of the school, the kind of other
reading facilirles within the school, and the kind of librazy,
program determine the number and types of areas that will bhe

needed.
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Table XI1I shows percentages of schools having various
additional reading facilities in addition to school library
compared according to geographical location. Few schools have
study halls, reading rooms or both. Plateau State School Sys-
tem has the largest percentage of schools having study halls.
Of 18 schools in this state, two schools, or 11.1 percent, have
study halls., Of 20 schools in Sok-oto State School System, two
schools, or 10 percent, have study halls. Kano State Scheol
System has the smallest percentage of schools having scudy halls.
Of 15 schools in this state, one school, or 6.7 percent, has a
study hall.

Kano and FPlatecau States School Systems have about equal
percentages of schools having reading rooms. Of 15 schools in
Kano State School System, four schools, or 26.7 percent, have
reading rooms; of 18 schools in Plateau State School System,
five schools, or 27.8 percent, have reading rooms.

Kano and Kwara States School Systems have about equal per-
centages of schools having study hall and reading rooms. Of 50
schools in Kwara State School System, seven schools, or 14 per-
cent, have study hall and reading rooms. Of 15 schools in Kano
State School System, two schools, or 13.3 percent, have study
hall and reading rooms. Plateau School System has the smallest
percentage of schools having study hall and reading rooms. Of
18 schools in Plareau State School System, one school, or 5.6

percent, has study hall and reading room.
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Table XIII

Reading Faciltities in Addition to School Library

Compared Accordine vo Geosrephical Location

Facilities
Study Hall

Reading
Room

Study Hall

and Reading
Room

TOTAL

Ceopraphical Location

Kano Kwara T Hirer " Platcau Sokota
=15 N=50 N=11 =11 N=20™
No. % _ |Ho. %_{%No. 2 | No. % | Ne., 7
1 6.71 & 8.0 1 9.1 2 11.1 2 10,0
4 26.7 2 4.0 5 27.8 L& 20,0
213.3 7 14.0 1 5.1 1 5.6 2 10:0
7 13 2 8 8
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In the professional opinion of the Investigator, school
ldbraries, particularly the one single room that is common
in many of the scheols, should not be used as a study hall,
In such situations, there is need for each school to have srudy
halls and reading rooms in addition to the school libraries. .
_ The low number of schools with study halls and/or read-

ing rooms does not Jjustify comparisons of such facilities on

type of boarding house facility or student enrollment,

* Schools Having a Senting Capactity
of at Least Ten Percent of Enrollment

The school library, being the center of schaol activicies,
requires a spacious area at lcast large encugh to enable a whole
clags to use it. 1t should be attractively furnished and decor-
ated, 1Its general atmosphere should be friendly and tnviting,
with all its materials arranged in such a way as to indlcate,
“Please use me."

Table XIV shows that according to geographical location,
the iargest percentage of schools having a seating capacicy of
at least ten percent of the enrollment was Plateau State School
System. OF the 18 schools 4n this system, 15 acheels, or 83.3
percent, had a seating capacity of at least ten percent of the
enrgllment., OF the 11 schools Iin Niger State School System,
seven schools, or 63.6 percent, had a seating capacity of at
least ten percent of the enrollment. Kwara and Kano States

Schocl Systems have about equal percentages of schools with a
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seating capacity of at least ten percent of the enrollzent.
The smallest percentape of schools having a seating capacity
of at least ten percent of the enrollment was in the Sokoto
State School System. Of the 20 schools in the Sokoto Srare
School System, four schools, or 20 percent, had a seating ca-
pacity of act least ten percent of the enrollment.

The low percentage of schools with a seating capacity of
at least ten percent in Sokoto reflects the expansion of student
intake into the existing schools without expanding the school
facilities. It must be pointed out that expansion of school
intake must correspond with the school faclilities if the school
academic standards are to be maintained.

Table XV shows schools having a seating capacity of at
least ten percent of enrollment compared according to the type
of boarding house facility. Schools in day only group of schools
have the largest percentage of schools having a seating capacicy
of at least ten per cent of earollment compared according to
the type of'boarding house facility. Of four schools in day
only group of schools, three schools, or 75 percent, have a
seating capacity of at least ten percent of student enrollment
in the library. ©Of 78 schools in bearding only group of schools,
46 schools, or 5% percent, have seating capacity of at least
ten percent of the enrollment. Beoarding and day group of scheols
has the smallest percentage of schoels having seating capaeity

of at least ten percent of the enrollment. Of 32 schools in this
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group of schools, 13 schools, or 40.6 percent, have seating
capacity of at least ten percent of the enrollment.

Table XVI shows that according to student enroliment.
the largest percentage of schools having a seating capacity
of at least ten percent of the enrollment was the enrcllrent
category of 401 te 500 student enrollment. Of the 25 schools
in this grogP, 19 schools, or 76 percent, have a seating capa-
city of at least ten percent. Of the 55 schools in the 391 ta
400 enrollment category, 37 schools or 67.3 percent of the
schools have a seating capacity of at least ten percent of the
enrollment. o

Scheool libraries with a seating capacity of at least ten
percent of the enrollment were equally distributed in the under
200 and 201 to 300 student enrcllment categories. As expected,
schoels in the student enrcllment category of over 500 have
the smallesc percentage of schools having a seating capacity
of at least ten perceant of the enrollment. Of the 18 schools
in this categofy, two schools, or 1ll.1 percent, have a seating
capacity of at least ten percent of the enrollment.

Table XVII shows percentages of schools having variocus
additional facilities provided as part of the library suite,
compared aceording to geographical locatign. It is important
to note the low percentages of the five state school systems
in the few types of additional library facilities as part of the
library suite. Kano State School System has the largest percen-

tage of schools having reading room as parc of the library suicte.
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Of 15 schools in this state, flve schools, or 33.3 percent,
have reading rcom as part of rhe library suite. Xwara a=d
Niger States School Systems have about equal percentages of
schools having reading room as part of the library. Of 50
schools in Kwara State Schaol System, 13 schools, or 26 per-
cent, have reading room as part of the library suite. Of
11 schools in Niger State School System, three schools, or
27.3 percent, have reading room as part of the library suite.
Of 20 schocls in Sokoto State School System, four schools, or
20 percent, have reading room as part of library sulte. Of
18 schools in Plateau Srate School System, three schools, or
16.7 percent, have reading room as part of the library suite.

It {s disheartening to note that of the 114 schools in
the study, five schools, or 4.4 percent, have conference roem
as part of the library suite. Small percentage of schools have
library classroom. Of 50 schools in Kwara State School System,
12 schools, or 24 percent, have library classrcom as part of
the 1library suite. Of 18 schools in Plateau State School Syste;.
three schools, or 16.7 percent, have library classroom as part
of the library suite. Plateau State School System has the larg-
est percentage of schools with exhibit and demonstratinn area.
Of 18 schools in this state, six schools, or 33.) percent, have
exhibit and demonstration area as part of the library suite.
Of 11 schools in Niger State School System, two schools, or 18.2
percent, have exhibit and demonstration area as part of the li-

brary sulte.
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The low number of schools with veading room, conference
room, and exhibit and demonstration area does not justify co=-

parisons of such facilities on type of boarding house facilicy

or student enrollment.

Library Fquipment

Card catalogue, charging decsk, bulletin board or notice-
board, shelves and magazine racks are some of the chief frems
of equipment the library needs.

Table XVIII shows school library equipment compared éc-
cording to geographical location. In the five states' school
systems in the study, Niger State Schoci System seems to have
the largest percentage of schools with card catalogues. Of
11 schocls in this state, eipght schools, or 54.5 percent, have
card catalegues. Kwara State School System has the smallest
percentage of schools having card catalogues. Of 50 schools in
this state, 11 schools, or 22 percent, have card catalogues.

Kano State Schocl System has the largest pércentage of
schools with charging desk. Of 15 schools in this state, ten
schocls, or 66.7 percent have charglng desk. Niger State has
the smallest percentage of schools with charging desks., Of
11 schools in this state, three schools, or 27.3 percent, have
charging desks.

Like charging desk, Kano State School System has the larg-
est percentage of schools with bulletin board or noticeboard.

Of the 15 schools in Kane State School System, nine schools, or
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60 percent, have bulletin boards or noticeboards. Liké card
catalogue, Kwara State School System has the smallest percentage
of schools with bulletin board or noticeboard. Of the 50 schoels
in Kwara State School System, 1B schools, or 36 percent, have
bulletin board or noticeboard. )

Unlike card catalogue and bulletin board, HKwara State
School System hasa the largest percentage of schools with shelves.
0f 50 schools in Kwara State School System, all 30 have shelves.
Sokorto State School System has the smallest percentape of scheols
with shelves. Of 20 schools in Sokoto State School System, 12-
schools, or 60 percent, have shelves,

Like shelves, Kwavra State School System has the largest
percentage of schools with shelves. Of the 30 schools in the
state, 45 schools, or 90 percent, have magazine racks. HNiger
and Sokoto States School Systems have about aqual percentages
of schools with magazine racks. _ ‘

Table XIX showsa school library equipment compared accord-
ing to type of boarding house facility. The percentages of
- schools with card catalogue in the three types of boarding house
facility is small. Of the four schools in day oaly group of
schools, all four have card catalogues. Schools in the boarding
only type of schools have the next largest percentage of schools
with charging desk. Of the 32 schools in boarding and day group
of schools, 13 schools, or 40.6 percent, have charging desk.

Like the charging desk, day only group of schools have
the largest percentaze of schools with bulletin board or notice-

board and shelves. BRoarding and day group of schools have the
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smallest pcrcentége of scheools with bulletin board or notice-
board, Of the 32 schools in this group, ten schools, or 31.3
percent, have bulleéin board or noticeboard. On the other
hand, boarding only group of scheools have the smallest percen-
tage of sechools with shelves. Of 78 schosals in thia group,

&3 schools, or 80.8 percent, have shelves.

Day only and boarding and day group of schools have egual
percentages of schools with magazine racks. Boarding only group
of schools have the smallest percentage of schools with magazine
racks.

Table XX shows school library equipment compared according
to school enrollment. Schools inthe enrollment category of over
500 student enrollment have the largest percentage of schools
with card catalogue. Of the 18 schools in this category, 13
achools, or 83.3 percent, have card catalogues. Schoels in the
enrollment category of under 200 student enrcllment have the
smallest percentage of schools with card ¢atalogue and charging
deak. Of the elght schools in this enrcllment category, one
school, or 12.5 percent, has card catalogue. Schools in the
enrollment category of 301 to 400 have the largest percentaée
of schools with charpging desk, Of the 535 schools in this en-
rollment category, 32 schools, or 58.2 percent, have charging
desks. 8chools in the enrollument category of 401 to 500 have
the larpest percentage of schoels with bulletin board or notice-
boarﬁ. Schools in the enrollment categories of 301 to 400 and

over 500 student enrpllment have about the same percentage of
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schools with shelves, Size of the student popularion seems to
be an important factor in the percentages of schools with book
racks. Schools in the enrellment category of over 500 students
have the largest percentage. Of the 18 schools in this group,
15 schools, or 8).3 percent, have magazine racks. On the
other hand, of the cight schools In the enrollment category
of under 200 student enrellment, two schools, or 25 percent,

have magazine racks,

Summary of Findings

1. The percentages of schools having study halls and/or
reading rooms In addition to the school library was very small.

2. Of 114 scheols In the study, 62 schools, or 54.4 per-
cent, have a seating capacity in the library of at least ten
percent of enrollment,

3. The percentages of achools having reading room, con-

ference room, and exhibit and demonstration areas was very small.

.An analysis of school library personnel will be presented

in Chapter VI.



CHAFTER VI
SCHOCOL LIBRARY PERSOMUEL

Introduction

In Chapter V, the Mbrary physical facilities and equip-
ment were discussed, This chapter {s concerned with the per-
gonnel functioning in school library programs in selected secon-
dary schools in Nigeria.

Provision of a library is not enough. A collection of
books and other learning aids becomes a library only when a

1.2 American

competent and effective library staff is presenc.
Assoclation of School Librarians and Association for Educational
Communicarions and Technology described the importance of li-

brary personnel as follows:

Realization of the purposes of the library
program depends on the gquality and extent of
the personnel who ars employed to implement
the library program.

The importance of library personnel 1s based on thelr
duties which could be enumerated as follows:

1. Helping teachers locate or desfgn and utilize the wide
range of learning resources indlcated by learning styles, subject
arvea knowladge, and achievement level of individual students.

2. Helping teachers analyze and categorize materials
and activities according to student learning styles and instruc-

tional objectives.

a8
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3. Offering assistance to teacherﬁ in determining how
learning alternatives previously developed may be codified to
meet present student learning needs,

4. Helping teachers to decide which lecarning marverlals
pust be locally produced and how tasks in this arez can be ac-
complished,

5. Establishing contact with agencies outside the schogl

to obtain a wider range of media services for developing instruc-

L

tional learning alternatives. s

6. CGiving consultative and technical assistance to stu-

dents engazed in the design and creation of marcerials in all for-

mats.
7. Making recommendations ¢f materials which should be

obtained for the library cellectfon based on knowledge gained
through working cooperation with teachers to develop Instructional
needs. ;

8. Helping teachers to evaluate and modify learning alter-
natives on the basis of feedback galned chrough observation,
interaction with students, and discussion with teachers.

9. Assiscing in the field testing of learning alterna-~
tives.

10. Helping teachers to systematically orpanize and

achedule medfa based learning activities which will be parc of

the instructional unit.&
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PRSP R

Librrrians and Librarv Assistante : e

F

The above duties demand competence in a complexity of
skills. Barton rightly indicated that the school community
consists of the two elements: a group at the earlier stages
of human development -- the learners; and a second group of
mature adults who are committed to forms of positive "inter-
vention” in the development process to further the enterprise
of education. The environment for the duration of these two
elements is the curriculum; and the "matter” of the.curriculum
is all rtesources. School librarians need informed.support bath

in teaching situation and for themselves prafessionally.5

Table XXI shﬁws schools with librarian(s) or library §s~
" gistant(s) compared according to geographical location of schools.
Kwara State School System has the largest percentage cF schools
with library assistants. Of the 50 schools in this state. 38
schools, or 76 percent, have library assistants. Of the 20
schoels in Sokoto State School System, 14 schocls, or 70 percent,
have library assistants. Kano and Niger States School Systems
have about the same percentage of schools with library assistants.
Plateau State School System has the smallest percentage of schools
with ltbrary assistants. Of 11 schools In Niger State, six
schools, or 54.5 percent, have library assistants.

Table XXII shows schools with librarian(s) or library as-
sistant(s) compared according to type of boarding house facility.

0f the threz types of boarding house facilities, bearding only
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group of schools have the largest percentage of library és-é
sistents. Of the 78 schools in this group, 51 schools, or .
€5.4 percent, have library assistants., As expecred, boardiﬁg
and day group of schools have the next largest percentage of
schools with library assistants. Of the 32 schools in this
group, 19 schools, or 59.4 percent, have a library assistant.
Day only group of schools has the smallest perceﬁtage of
schools with library assistants. Of four schools in this
group, twe schools, or 30 percent, have library assistants.

; Table XXI11 shows schools with librarian(s) or library
assistant(s) compared according to school enrollment. As ex~
pected, schools in this enreollment category of over 500 sru-
dents have the largest percentage of schools with Library as~
sistants. Of 18 schools In this group, 14 schools, or 77.8
percent, have library assistants. Scheels in the enrollment
category of 301 to 400 have the next largest percentage of
schools with library assistants. Of 53 schools in this group,
40 schools, or 72.7 percent, have library asslstants. Of the
eight schools in the enrollment category of 201 to 300 student
enrollment, filve schools, or 62.5 percent, have library assis-
tants. Surprisingly, schools in the enrollment category of

401 to 500 student enrollment have poor percentage of schools
with library assistants. ©OF 25 schools in this category, 12
schools, or 48 percent, have library assisctants. Of the eight
. schools in the enrollment category of under 200 student enrcll-

went, one school, or 12.4 percent, hat library assistant.
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.- Agademic Qualificatieons of Libravians and N
: P Liprarv Asslsitanis
! Table XXIV shows acadecmic quaiifications of library as-

sistants compared accerding to geographical location. It is
significant to note thar rhe highest qualification of school
librarians was West African School Lertificate or General Cer-
tificate of Education. Kwara and Sokoto States School Systems
seem to have an equal percentage of schools with library as-
slstants that have West African School Certificates or General
Certificates of Education. Kano, Niger and Plateauy States School
Systems also have equal percentages of library assistants that
have West African School Certificates or General Ceftificatés
of Education. Of the eight library assistants in Kane State

schools, four librvary assistants, or 50 percent, have West

- . African School Certifilcates or General Certificates of Education.

3 Table XXV shows academic qualifications of scheol library
assistants compared according to type of boarding house facil-
ity. Schools in the boarding only and boarding and day groups
of achools have about the same percentage of library assistants
with West African School Certificares or General Certificates

of Education. Of 19 library assistants in boarding and day
group of schools, 11 schools, or 57.9 percent, have West African
School Certificates or General Certificates of Education. Aas
expected, day only group of schools ha¢ the lowest percentage
of library assistants with West Afriean School Certificates or

General Certificates of Educatien.
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Table xxﬁi shows academic gualifications of library as-
sistants compared according to school enrellment. Schools in
the entollment category of over 500 students have the largest
percentage of library assistants having West Afriecz Ichool
Certificates or General Certificates of Education. Cf 14 1i-
brary assistants in this group of schoels, ten library assis-
tants, or 71.4 percent, have West African School Certificates
or General Certificates of Education. Schools in the enrell-
ment category of 301 to 400 have the next largest percentage
of library assistants having West African School Certificates
or General Certificates of Education. Of 40 library assistants
in this group of schools, 24 library assistants, or 60 percent,
have West African School Certificates or General Certificates
of Education. O0Of five library assistants in schools in enroli~
ment category of 201 to 300 students, twe library assistants;
or 40 percent, have West African School Certificates or General
Certificates of Education. Of 12 library assistants in schools
of enrollment category of 401 to 500 students, four library
assistants, or 31.3 percent, have West African School Certifi-
cates or General Certificates of Education. :

It seems to the author cthat size of a school or student
enrollment was not a factor in the academic qualificaticns of

the school library assistant.
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Training of the Library Personnel

S Library administration is a technique demanding special-
ized knowledge, and the professional librarian gains his qual-
ifications through examinations demanding high literary and
technical standards. '

N In a study of selected secondary school librarians 1ﬁ Ni-
geria, schoel librarians were asked to indicate the institution
thae organized library training courses they aatended. Ir was
discovered that the school librarians either have no training

in 1library seclence or, 1f they do, this training was in the forﬁ
of apprenticeship in public libraries.

Table XXVII shows librarian or library assistant with any
form of library training compared according to geographical loca-
tion. Kano State Schocl System seems to be doing a good job.

Of eight school librarians in this state school system, all eight
librarians have some training in library sclence. MNiger State
Scheol System has the next largest percentage of school librarians
having some traininpg in library science. Of six schoel librarians
in this etate, Eive librarians, or 83.3 percent..have some traine
ing In librafy sclence. Sokaro State School System has the next
largest percentage of scheol librarians having some training in
1ibrary science. OF 14 school librarians in this state, eighe
librarians, or 57.1 percent, have some training In library sci-
ence. FKwara and Plateaun States School Systems need to improve

EZreatly. Of 38 school librarians in Kwara State School System,



TABLE XXM |

LI BRARI ANS WHO RECE VED ANY FCRM CF LI BRARY TRAI N NG
QOMPARED ACCCRDI NG TO GEOGRAPH CAL  LGCATI CN

Li brarian or Li brarian or
Li brary Assi stant Li brary Assi stant
Recei ved Sore Recei ved No
Li brary Science Li brary Sci ence Tot al
States Traini ng Tr ai ni ng Per cent age
No. Nb. 13 No7 %~
Kano 8 100.0 -- — 8 11.1
Kwar a 10 26.3 28 73.7 38 52.8
N ger 5 83.3 1 16.7 6 8.3
Pl at eau -- -- 6 100.0 6 8.3
Sokot o 8 57.1 6 42.9 14 19.4

TOTAL 31 41 72
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ten librarians, or 26.3 percent, have some training in library
science. FPlateau State School System has the smallest percen- .
tage of school librarians having any form of training in 1i-
brary sclence. Of six school librarians in Plateau State School
System, no librarian has any training in library operations.
Table XXVIII shows librarian or library assistant with
any form of library training compared according to type of board-
ing house facility. The percentage of librarians with any form
of library training was low in the three éacegories. Surprisingly
day only type of schools have the largest percentage of librarians
with library training. Of two librarians In thia group, cone
librarian, or 50 percent, had some training in library operations.
Of 51 librariancs in boarding only type of schools, 23 librarians,
or 45.1 percent, recelved some training in library operations.
Librarians in boarding and day type of schools has the smallest
percentage of librarians with training in library operaticns.
Of 19 librarians in this group, seven librariams, or 36.8 percenr,
recelved some training in library operations. :
Table XXIX shows librarian or library assistant with any
forn of library training compared according to school enrollment.
It is interesting to note that all the six librarians in schools
with student enrollment categories of under 200 and ZOi to 300
received no formal rraining in library operations. Librarians
in schools of stuydent enrollment category of 301 to 400 have
the largest percentage of librarians with formal trainiog in

library operations. OFf 40 librarians in this category, 20 li-
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:|
| br;rians, or 50 percent, received some training in library op-
| erations. Librarians in schools of student enrollment cate-
: gories of 401 to 500 and over 500 have about the same percen-
tage of librarians with some training in library operations.
Of 12 1librarians in schools of enrollment category 401 to 500
‘student enrollment, five librarians, or 41.7 percent, were |
trained in library operations. Of 16 librarians in schools ;-
of over 500 srudent enrollmenc, six librarians, or 42.9 percent,
recelved some training in library operations. oo
Table XXX shows experilence of library assistants in 1i-
brary or teaching positlons compared according te geagraphical
location of schools. Most librarians have less than one year
experience in library and/or teaching pesitions. Kano State
School S8ystem has the largest percentage of school librarians
with less than one year's experience in library andfor teaching
positions. It is Interesting to note that Kano also has the
largest perceantage of librarians of more than three years' ex-
perience in library or teaching positfons. Of 14 Ilibrarians
in Sokoto State School System, eight librarians, or 57.1 percent,
have less than one year's experience in library and/or teaching
pesitlions, Niger and Plateau States School Systema have equal
percentages of school librarians with less than one year's ex-
pereince in library and/or teaching positions. Of six librarians

in Niger State School Sysrem, three librarians, or 50 percent,

have less than one year's experience, i
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" 1. .- Table XXXI shows experience of library assistants inJ1
tibrary or teaching positions compared according to t?pc of
boarding house facility, The percentages of librarians with
less than one year's experience in library or teachinﬁ rosi-
ticns were large in the three categories. Boarding and day
type of schools has the largest percentage of librarians with
less than ene year's experience in library or teaching posi-
tlon. Of 19 school librarians In this group, 14 librarians,
or 73.7 percent, have librarians with less than one year's ex-
perience in library or teaching positions. As expected, board-
ing only type of schoels has the smallest percentage of 1i-
brarfans with less than one year's experience in library or
teaching positions. |
Table XXXII shows experience of library assistants in
1ibrary or teaching positions compared according to school en-
rollment. Size of the school enrollment seems to be a factor
in the percentage of librarians with less than one year's ex-
perience in library or teaching positions. Of six librarians
in schools of enrollment categories of under 200 and 201 to
300, all six librarians have less than one year's experience in
library or teaching positions., Of 40 librarians in schools of
student enrollment category of 301 to 400, 22 librarians, or
55 percenf. have less than one year's experlence in library or
teaching positions. Schools in the enrollment category of over
500 student enrollment have the smalleat percentage of librarlans

with less than cne year's experlence in library or teaching po-
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sitions. It is {nteresting to note also that schools in the
enrollment category of over 500 student enrollment have the
largest percentape of librarians with ever three years' experi—'
ence in library or teaching positions. Of 40 librarians in
schools of enrcllment category of 301 to 400, six librarians,

or 15 percent, have more than three years® experience in 1li-
brary or teaching positions. _ !

Table XXXII1 shows librarians in various years of service
in present positifon compared according to geographical location
of schocls. As expected, the percentages of librarians with
less than one year's service in the present job was large. of
14 librarians in Sokoto State School System, ten librarians, or
71.4 percent, have put less than one year of service inte the
present position. HKwara State Scheol System has the smallest
percentage of librarians with less than one year's service in
the present position. Of 38 librarians in Kwara State School
System, 16 librarians, or 4Z.1 percent, have put less than ene
year's service into the present position. Kano State School
System has the larpest percentage of librarians with more than
three years' service in thelr present peositions. Of eight 1i-
brarians in Kano State School System, two librarians, or 25 per-
cent, have put more than three years of service inte their pre-
sent positions. Niger, Plateau, and Sokoto States School Systems
have the smallest percentage of librarians with more than thres

yeara' service In thelr preseant positions.
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Table XXXIV shows librarians in various.years of service
In present positions compared according to type of boarding
house facility. As expected. boarding only type of schools
has the smallest percentage of librarians with less than one
year's service in the present position. Of 10 librarians in
boarding and day group of schools, 16 librarians, or B4.2 per-
cent, have less thon one year's service in their present posi-
tlons. Of two librarians in day only type of schools, one li-~
brarian, or 50 percent, has less than one year of service in
the present positlon. It is interesting to note that day only
type of schools has the largest percentage of librarians with
more than three years' service in their present positions,

Of 51 librarians in boarding type group of schools, nine 1li-
brarians, or 17.6 percent, have put In more than three years
of service in thelr preéent positions.

Table XXXV shows librarians in various years of service
in present position compared according to school enrollment.
As expected, librarians in schools in the enrollment category
of over 500 student enrollment have the smallest percentage of
librarians with less cthan one year in their present positicns.

It is interesting to note also that librarians in schools of

over 500 student enrcllment category have the largest percentage

of librarians wich more than three years of service in the pre-
sent position, On the other hand, librarians in the schools of
student enrollment categories of under 200 and 201 to 300 have

the largest percentage of librarians with less than one year of
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service in their present positions. Of the 40 librarvians in

achools of scudent enrollment category of 301 ro 400, 22 1i-
brarians, or 55 percent, have less than cne year of service

in thelr present positions. Of 12 librarians in schools of
student enrollment category of 401 to 500, six librarians, or
30 percent, have less than one year of service in their present

positions. -

Prcofessional Growth

No librarian can operate in a vacuum, OCne must read pro-
fessional literature and attend professional meetings in order
to be aware of what is going on in the profession, to share
ideas with others. One should also take advantage of any work-
shops or courses offered by state libraries, ministries of edu-
cation, polytechnics and universicies which will fill the gaps = |
in one's training. The scope of a school library program must :
be expanded or altered to meet changing concepts. This cannot
be done alone, however; cne must keep up to date with philosophy,
practices, and products. Membership in a professional organi- ;

6

zation i3 a must.

In 8 study of selected secondary school libraries in Ni-
geria, school librarians were asked to indicate their professional
assoclation with the Nigerlan Library Assocation. Table XXXVI
shows professional association membership of schocl librerians
compared according to geographiecal lecarion. It is surprising

to note that a small percentage of scheol librarians were mem-
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bers of the Nigerian Library Association. Librarians in So-
kato and Niger States School Systems have no librarian with
membership in Nigerian Library Asscciation. Of eight librar-
ians in the Kano State Schocl System, three librarians, or 37.5
percent, were members of the Nigerian Library Association.

Of 38 school librarians in Kwara State School System, six
librarians, or 15.8 percent, were members of the Nigerian Li-

brary Association.

Teacher-Librarians

Opinion varies as to the place or role of teacher-
librarians in the school library. For the school library ser-
vice to play an integral part in the educational services of
any school system, it is essential that it be staffed with all
sppropriate levels of educational personmel--advisory, admilnistra-
tive and academic--as well as with the pupils themselves. School
library service staff should be able to offer and interpret the
Ibrary and information services available to meet the needs of
all the sbove categcries-? It seems to the author that from
the data analyzed on schocl librarians above, the organization
of most primary and secondary school libraries in Wigeria, un-
like Britain, the United States, and Canada, is in the hands
of teacher-librariane. WNigerian schools will continue to live
with teacher-librarians in the organization and administraﬁion
of school libraries for some time. The above reasons were the

rqtionale behind the questions set on teacher-librarians.
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Table XZXVII shows school squect(s) which the teacher-
librarians teach compared accerding to the geographical loca-
tion of schools. The largest percentage of teacher-librarians
teach English. The next largest percentage of teachers probably
teach history. OFf 12 teacher-librarians fn Scokoto State School
System, six teacher-librarians, or 50 percent, teach English.
Kano, Wiger and Plateau ﬁtates School Systems have aboutr equal
percentages of teacher-librarifans who teach English. It is in-
teresting to note that a small percentage of tcacher-librarians
teach sclence subjeccs. Ocher school subjects caught by teacher-
librarians include French language, religious studies, and phys-
ical education.

Table XXXVILII shows the school subject(s) taught by
- taacher-librarians compared according to the type of boarding
house facility. As expected, the largest percentage of teachef-
ibrarians teach English as & school subject. Teacher-librarians
in day only group of achools have the largest percentage of
teacher-llbrarians who teach English as a subject. Of four
' teacher-librarians in day only group of schools, two teacher-
librarians, or 50 percent, teach English as a school subject.
Boarding and day group of schools has the smallest percentage
of teacher-librarians who teach English as a school subject. '
Df 20 teacher-librarians in this group of schools, eight teacher-
librarians, or 27.6 percent, teach English as a school subjecr.

i
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Y Table XXXIX shows school subject(s) that teacher-librarians
teach compared according to schocl enrelleent. It is interest-
~ ing to note that the smallest percentege of teacher-librarians
who teach English were in schools of student enrollisent cate-
gory of 401 to 500. Schools of enrollment categery of 201 to
300 student enrollment have the largest percentage of teacher-
librarians who teach English as a school subject. Of two teacher-
Iibrarians in this group of schools, both teazch English as a
gchool subject. L T
In summary, the subject(s) which teacher-librarians teach
seems to be less important than the willingness of the teacher-
librarian to perform library duties. Another important factor
is the teacher-librarian human relations. . ' _{
Table XL shows qualifications of teacher-librarians com-
pared according to the geogrephical location of schools, 1In the
five state school systems, the percentages of reacher-librarians
with university degrees and teaching qualifications is small.
Niger State School System has the largest percentage of teacher-
librarians with university degrees and teaching qualifications.
The largest percentage of teacher-librarians were Nigerilan Cer-
tificate of Education holders. A sizeable_percentage of teachef-
librarians have a university degree withour teaching qualifica-
tion. Other qualifications which teacher-librarians have include

Higher School Certificates and Higher Elementary Teachers'

|

Training Certificates. o i
Pt

Pl
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' : ;
It seems tec the aurhor that shortages of universicy gra-
duates with teaching qualifications In many states are respon-
gible for the small percentiage of teacher-librarians with such
qualificarions. Another possible reason is the reluctance aof
many teachers with a2 university degree and teaching qualifica-
tions to accept teacher-librarians' positions. The second
reason is more likely to be correct because when the teacher-
librarizans were asked teo indicate their reward for library duties,
they reported that therewas no special reward for acting as teacher-
librarian -~ "extra-curricular" activities, as many teacher-
librarians called it. School library service demands a lot of
planning and time. Teacher-librarians sheuld therefore be given
a lighter teaching lcad in order to compensate for their Iibrary
dyties. - o
Table XLI shows qualifications of teacher-librarians com-
pared according ro the type of boarding house facility. As ex-
pected, the largest percentage of teacher-librarians having uni-
versity degrees and teaching qualificatioms are {n the boarding
only groﬁp of schools., Of 52 teacher-librarians in this group
of schools, Z1 teacher-librarians, or 40.4 percent, have a uni-
versity degree with teaching oualifications. bf 20 teacher-
librarians in boarding and day group of schools, five teachers,
or 17.2 percent, have a university degres with teaching qualifi-
cations. No teacher-librarians in the day only group of schools

has a university degree with teaching qualifications.
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. by
Table XLI1 shows qualificacions of teacher-libraria

ns'
compared according to school enrollment. Slze of the student
enrollment seems not to be an important factor in the percen-

tages of teacher-librarians with a uaiversity degree and teach-
ing qualifications.

Schools in the student enrollment category
of 301 to 400 have the largest percentage of teacher-librarians

who have university degrees with teaching qualifications,

of

431 teacher-librarians in this group of schools, 18 teachers, or
41.9 percent, have university degrees with teaching qualifications

In summary, all things being equal, reachers with a univer-

slty degree plus teaching qualifications seem to be more quali-
fied for teacher-librarian positions.

Other factors such as
experience of the teacher in teaching and/or library work are
alse Important.

: Pl
Teble XLIII shows cxperience of teacher-librarfans in
teaching and/or library work compared accerding to geographlcal
location of schoeols.

Kano State School System has the largest
percentage of teacher-librarians with less than one year's experi-
ence In teaching and/or library wark.

0f 11 teacher-librarians
in Kano State, five teachers, or 45.5 percent, have less than
one year's experieﬁce.

Of ten teacher-librarians in Higer
State, three teacher-librarians, or 30 percent, have less than

one year's experience in teaching and/or iibrary work.

Kwara

and Plateau States School Systems have about equal percentages
of teacher-librarians with less than one year's experience.

+ Il

Sokoto State School System has the smallest percentage of teacher-

B
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librarians with more than three years' experience in teaching
and/or library positions. Of 12 teacher-librarians in Sokoto
State School System, six teacher-librarians, or 50 percent, have
more than three years' experience. Kwara State School System
has the smallest percentage of teacher-librarians with more

than three years' experience In teaching and/or library posi-
tions. Of 40 teacher-librarians {n Kwara State, 14 teacher-
librerians, or 35 percent, have more than three years' experi-
ence in teaching and/or library pesitions. |

Table XL1V shows experilences of teacher-librarians in

teaching and/or library work compared according to the type of

boarding house facillty  Boarding and day group of schools has
the largest percentage of teacher-librarians with less than one
year of teaching and/or library work experience. Of 29 reacher-
librarians in boarding and day group of schoels, nine teacher-
librariana, or 31 percent, have less than one year's experience.
Of 52 teacher-librarians in the boarding only group of scheols,
15 teacher-librarians, or 28.8 percent, have less than one year’s
experience in teaching and/or library positions. Surprisingly,
teacher-librarians in the day only group of sachools have the
lergest percentage of teacher-librarians having more than three
years' experience in teaching and/or library positions. Teachez-
librarians in the boarding only group of schools have the next
lergest percentage of teacher-librarians with more than three
years' experience. Of 52 teacher-librarians in the boarding only

group of schools, 22 teacher-librarians, or 42.3 percent, have
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more than three years' experience in teach%ng and/or library
positions. Boarding and day only group of schools has the
smallest percentage of teacher-librarians with more than three
years' experieﬁce. Of 29 teacher-librarians in boarding and
day group of schools, six teacher-librarians, or Zd.7 percent,
have more than three vears' experience in teaching and/or .
library positions. o : . :.iy.r.
‘Table XLV shows experience of teacher-librarians in teach-
ing and/or librarywark compared according to school enrollment.
Te seems as if size of the student enrollment is an Important
factor in the percentages of teacher-librarians having less than
one year of experience in teaching andfor library work. As ex-
pected, schools in the over 300 student enrollment category have
tha smallest percentage of teacher-librarians with less than
three years® experience in teaching and/or library work. Of 20
teacher-librarians in this group, three teacher-librarians. or
15 percent, have less than one year's experience in teaching
and/or library work. It is interesting to note that teacher-
librarians in schools of over 500 student enrollment have the
largest percentage of teacher-librarians having more than three
years' experience in teaching and/or library work. An experi-
enced teacher may be more suitable for teacher-librarian posi-

tion. o

a4

Other characterisﬁies of teacher-librarians which the

study attempted to cover include the time when teacher-librarians
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assumed ctheir positions in the present school. It was discov-
ered that, with few exceptions, all teacher-librarians have
less than one year's expericnce in their present positions as
teacher-librarians, On the question of in-service library '
courses which teacher-librarians have artended, it was discov-
ered that of 85 teacher-librarians in the study, two teacher-
librarians, or 2.4 percent, have attended in-service training.
As expected, :hese two teacher-librarians received their in-
service training in Britain. It is the hope of the author that
within a short time, the three library schools shall be able to

cffer in-service library courses for teacher-librarians.

Summary

In.summary, the status of school library persounel iﬁ
gelected secondary schools in Nigeria is disheartening. Many
gecondary schools have no librarian or teacher-librarian. In
a few schools where somecone 1s assigned to the job of school
library organizacion and administration, ne effortr has been made

to train such people.
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CHAPTER VII

LIBRARY ADMINISTRATION AND ORCGANIZATIOYW

Introduction i

In Chapter VI, school library personnel, their qualiff-

cations, training and experlence were discussed, This chapter
is concerned with school library administration and organiza-
tlon in selected secondary schools in Nigeria.

wh

Inventory of Library Collections ' { .

| -
|
. |
The purpose of inventory is to determine whether or not
all the library materials which should be in the collecticon are
fndeed there. 1In a study of school library resources in selee-
ted secondary schools in Nigerla, respondents were asked to
indicate whether they repgularly have inventoried the school 11i-
brary collection. Table XLVI shows inventory of: library collec-
tions cotpared according to geographical location. It is inter-
esting to note that not all schools have regular inventory of
library ceollections. Kano State School System has the largest
percentage of schools with regular inventory of library collec-
tions. ©Of 15 schools In Kano State School System, 11 schools,
or 73.3 percent, have regular inventory of library collections.
Placeau, Sokoto and Miger States School Systems have zbout equal

percentagzes of schools with regular inventory of library collec-

. o P
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tions. Kwara State School System has the smallest percentage
of schools with regular inventory of library collecrticns. Of
50 schools in this state, 26 schools, or 52 percent, have regu-
lar inventory of library collectioens. '
Table XLVII shows Inventory of library collecticns com-
pared azccording to the type of bearding house facility. As ex-
pected, schools In the day only group of schools have the larg-
est percentage of schools with regular inventory of library
collections. OF four schools in this group, three schools, or
75 percent, have regular inventory of library collections.
Schools iﬁ the boarding only group of schools have the ne#t
largest percentage of schools with regular inventory of library
collections. Of 78 schools in this group, 47 schools, or 60.3
percent, have regular inventory of library collections. Board-
ing and day group of schools hag the smallest percentage of
schools with regular inventory of library collections. Of 32
schools in this group, 19 schools, or 59.4 percent, have regu-
lar inventory of library collections. o
Table XLVIII shows regular inventory of library collec-
tions compared according to school enrollment. Schools in the
enrcllment groups of under 200 and over 500 of studenr enrcll-
ment have the smallest percentage of regular inventory of library
collections. Of 18 schools with student enrollment of over 500,
six schools, or 33.3 percent, have regular inventory of library
collections. OFf eight schools with under 200 student enrellment,

three schools, or 37.5 percent, have regular inventory of library
|
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collections. Size of the library collections may be responsi-
ble for the former figure. Schools in the enrollment caregory
of 301 to 400 group of schools have the largest percentage of
schools with regular inventery of library collecuions. bf 55
schools in the enrollment category of 301 to 400, 41 schools,
or 78.2 percent, have regular inventory of library coclleecrions.

Time of Inventory . ; |

Library inventory is a time-consuming process. A come
plete inventory, therefore, need not be taken eﬁery term or year.
It ecan be a continuing process, with a part of the collection
being inventoried as time permits. At the end of the term or
vear, when examinaticns are being given, is usually a convenient
time to take inveptory, but the school library should never be '
closed to students and teachers in oxrder to take inventnry..

Table XLIX shows time of inventory of library collections
compared according to the geographical location of schools. It
iz fascinating to note that most schoo}s with regular inventory
of library collections have it annuwally. Plateau State School
System has the largest percentage of schools with annual inven-
tory of library collections. Of 12 schools that have regular
inventory of library collections in Plateau State, all twelve
achools have annual inventory of library collections. Kwara
and Sckoto States School Systems have an equal percentage of
schools with annual inventory of library collections. Of 13

schools in Sokote State Schocl System with regular imventory
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of library collecticons, ten schoolg, or 76.9 percent, have
annual inventory of library cellectionn. Niger State School
System has the next largestc percentape of sc¢hools with annual
inventory of library collections. Of seven schools with regu-
lar inventory of library collections in Niger State School Sys-
tem, five schools, or 71.4 percent, have repular {nventory of
library collections. Kano State, with the largest percentage
of trained librarians, has the smallest percentage of schools
with annual inventory of library collections. A few schools
have inventory every two ycars and some, every three years,
Table L shows time of inventory of library collections
compared according to type of boarding house facility. As ox-
pected, the day only group of schools has the largest percentage
of schools with annual inventory of library collections. Of
three schools with regular inventory of 1library ccollections in
this greoup, all three have anneal inveatory of library collec-

tions. Boarding only type of schools has the next largeat

.percentage of annuval inventory of library collections. Of 47

achools in the boarding only group of schools with inventory
of library collections, 39 schools, or 83 percent, have annual
inventory of library collections, Lo
Table LI shows time of inventory of library collections
compared according to school enrollment. It seems as if size
of the student enrollment Is a facter in the number of schools
wicth annual inventory of library collegtionz. Schools In the
enrollment category of 201 to 300 have the largest percentage

L I
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of schools with annual ilnventory of library collections. Of
five schools with regular inventory of library collections in
schools of 201 to 300 enrallment, all five schools have annual
inventory of library collections. On the other hand, schools
of ever 500 student enrollment have the smallest percentage of
schools with annual inventory of library collections. Schools

in the enrollment categories of 401 to 500 and under 200 have

equal percentages of schools with annual inventery of library

collections. ' : P

|
Annual Reports an
|

Annual reports of library accomplishments, innovations,
plans and library needs could be a useful method in pressing
for more support for the school library. In a study of gelec-

ted secondary school libraries in Nigeria, respondents were "

. asked to indicate whether annual wricten reports were made to

the principal. Table LIT shows annual written reports compared
aceording to geographical location of schools. It is disappoint
ing to note that large percentages of schools do not have ammual
written reports. Plateau State School System has the largest
percentage of schools with an annual written report made to the
principal. OFf 18 schools in this state, 15 schools, or 83.3
percent, have annual written reports. Of 20 schools in Sckoto
State School System, eipght schools, or 40 percent, have annual
written reports made to the orincipal. Of 50 scheools in Kwara

State School System, 16 aschools, er 32 percent, have annual writ
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Sy
ten reports made to the prineipal. OF 15 schools in Kano
State School System, four schoels, or 26.7 percent, have an-
nual written reports made to the prineipal. Of 11 schools in
Niger State School System, no school has annual written reports

made to the principal. e :§| |

Classification of librarv Beoeks |

The purpose of 1library boak classification is primarily i

to aid the library clients in locating the materials. To achieve

this goal, two purposes must be served by any scheme: the loca-

tion on the shelves of any individual book ec subject must be

‘ll eimple as possible, and the scope of the collection as regards

the coverage of each subject must be easily ascertained. The
firast factor is of value to the reader requiring a particular
book, or information on a particular subject, whereas the second
is fmportant to the user who, in search of informarion, dces not
know which volume will satisfy his requirements but needs to ob-
tain a bird's-eye view of the available range. Such assistance

can be provided only 4f a logiecal arrangement of books 18 accom-

plished;l

Table LIII shows ciassification of library book collections
compared according to the geographical location of schools. 1In
spite of the shortages of qualified library persomnel, it seems
as if all the state school systems are doing a good job. Kano,
Kwara and Plateau States School Svstems have about equal percen-

tages of schools with library book collections classified. OF
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15 schools in Kane State School System, 13 schools, or 86,7 ??-

percent, have library books classified. 0f 50 schools in .

Ewara State School System, 42 schools, or B4 percent, have Ii_ﬂ
library books classified. O 18 schools in Placeau State Schoal
System, 15 schools, or 83.3 percent, have library books classi-
fiec. O©f 11 schools in Niger State School Systen, seven scheools,
or 63.6 percent, have library books classified. 5Sokoto State
School System has the smallest percentage of scheols with 1i-
brary books classified. Of 20 schools in Sokoto State School
System, 12 schools, or 60 peyxcent, have library books classi-
fied. PR
Table LIV shows classification of library book collections
compared according to the type of boarding house facility. As
expected, schocls in the boarding only proup of schools have
the largest percentage with library books classified. 0Of 78
schools in this group, 62 schoels, or 79.5 percent, have library
books classified. Day only and boarding and day group of schools
have equal percentages of schools with library books classified.
O0f four schools in the day only group of schoels, three scheols,
or 75 percent, have library books classified. Of 32 schools in
the boarding and day group of schools, 24 schools, or 75 percent,
have library books classified. g
Table LV shows classification of library book collections
Eompared according to school enrollment. It seems as if student
enrollment size iz a factor in the classification of library books.

Schools of over 500 student enrcllment have the largest per-
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centage of schools with library books c¢lassified. OFf 18 schools

. in this group, 16 schools, or 88.9 percent, have library books |

elasgified. Of 25 schools in the student enrollment category of
401 to 500, 21 schools, or B4 percent. have library books classi-
fied. OFf 55 schools in the enrollment category of 301 to 400,
45 schools, or 81.8 pefcent, have library books classified. Of
eight schools in the enrollment categeory of 201 to 300, four 'ﬁ
schools, or 50 percent, have library books classified. Schools .
{n the student enrollment category of under 200 have the small-
est percentage of schools having library books classified. Of
eight schools in this group, three schools, or 37.5 percent, have
library books classified. ‘ CL ﬁ
| Table LVI shows type of classification of library book col-
lectlons compared according to the geographical location of A
schools. It i3 interesting to note that the Dewey syscem of
classification was the most popular classification in use in the
five states' school systems., Kano State School System has the
largest percentage of schools using the Dewey Decimal elassifi-
cation. ©Of 13 schools having library book collectlions classified

in Kano Srate, ten schools, or 76.9 percent, have Dewey Decimal

classification system. Of seven schools in Niger State School

* System having classification of library books, five scheols, or

71.4 percent, have the Dewey Decimal classificacion system. i

Kwara and Plateau States Scheoel Systems have equal percentages

"of schools using the Dewey Decimal classiflcacion system. Of

42 schools in the Kwara State School System having classificatton
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of library book collecticns, 28 schools, or 66.7 percent, have
the Dewey Decimal classification syscem. Sokote State School
System has the smallest percentapge of schools having library '
book collections classified according to the Dewey system.
Of 12 schools in Sckoto State Schoal System, six schools, or
50 percent, have library book collections classified according
te the Dewey Decimal classificarion system. S
Table LVYII shows type of classiffcation of Iibrafy book
collections compared according to the type of boarding house
facllity. It is intercsting to note that the day only group
of schools has the largest percentage of library book collee-
tions classifled accoerding toc the Dewey Decimal system of classi-
fication. Of three achools in the day only group of schools
having library book colleetions classified, all three schools
use the Dewey system. OQf 62 schools in the boarding enly group
of schools, 42 schools, or 67.7 percent, have thelr library book
collections classified according to the Dewey system. Of 24
schools in the boarding and day group of schools having book col-
lectfons classified, 14 achools, or 58.3 percent, have the Dewey
system of classification. A
Table LVIII shows type of classificacion of library book
collections compared according to schoel enrollment. It seems
gs 1f atudent enrcliment is a factor in the percentages of G
schools having Dewey Decimal system of classification of library
materfals. Schools in the enrollment category of over 500 stu-

dents have the larpest percentage of schools using the Dewey
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Decimal Sygtem of classification. Of 15 schools in this grnupfi-
having book collections classified, 15 schools, or 83.8 percent,
have the Dewey system of classification. Of 21 schools in the
enrollment category of 401 to 500 students, 19 schools, or 50.5
percent, have library books classified according to the Dewey -
system. Of 45 schools im the student enrollment categofy of

301 to 400, 21 schools, or 46.7 percent, have the Dewey classi-
fication system. Surprisingly, schools in the enrollment cate~!
gory of 201 to 300 have a large percentage of schools having
the Dewey system of classification. Of four schﬁols having | ﬁ
library books classified f{n this group, three scheools, or 75 .
percent, have the Dewey system of classification. Of three :-ﬁ

schools in the under 200 student enrocllment category, one school,

or 33.3 percent, uses the Dewey system. SRR

Cataloping

The precise purposes of cataloging of library books may
: fary. They cat be broadly summarized in terms used by Cutter
as long ago as 1876, when he defined the purpose of the catalog:
1. To enable & person to find a document of which .
1) the author, or -
11) the title, ox is known. i
111) the subject o
2. To show whar the library has Jé 1

iv) by a given author

v) on a given subiect fand related subjects)
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vi) in a given kind (or forz) of literature.

3. To assist in the choice 2f a document

vii) as to its edition (biblivgraphically) : :i-L
viit} as to its character (literary or topical)z R
In brief, library catalogs facilitace accessibilicy of library
materials. S

In a study of selected secondary schools in Yigeria, re-
spondents were asked to Indicate whether all library books werae -
cataloged, partially c¢ataloged or not cataloged at all. Table
LIX shows cataloging of library books compared according to geo-
graphical location of schools. 1t Is interesting to note the
high percentage of schools in the Niger and Plateau States School
Sytems that have all the library bocks cataleged. The teacher-
librarians in rhe two states deserve special praise. O0f 11

#chools in the Niger State School System, eight séhocls, or

r = T e

72.7 percent, have all the library books cataloged. OFf I8
pchools in Plateau State School System, 12 schools, or 66.7 per-
cent, have all the library books cataloged. In spite of the . |
fair number of librarians iIn Ewara, Sokoto and Kano States School
Systems, they have small percentages of schools with all the books
cataloged. Of 50 séhools in Kwara State School System, l4 schools
or 20 percent, have all the library books cataloged. Xanc State
School System has the smallest percentage of schools with all
the baoks cataloged. R

Table LX shows cataloging of library books compared ac-

cording to the type of boarding house facilicy. Surprisingly.w
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schools with all the library books cataloped. Of four schools

day only group of schools has the largest percentage of

in this group, three schools, or 75 percent, have all the 11i-
brary books cataloged. Boarding only group of schools, which
was expected to have the best library systems, has 31 f g
schools, or 39.7 percent, with all rhe library books cataloged.
Boafding and day groups of schools has the smallest percentage
of schools with all the library books cataloped. Of 32 schools
in this group, ten schools, or 31.3 percent, have all the 1i-
brary books cataloged. Efforts of the reacher-librarians who
composed the officers in charge of the school libraries in the
day only group of schools deserve special praise. . 'f_r
E Table LXI shows catéloging of library books compared ac-
cording to school enrollment. Contrary tc the expectations

of the author, schools in the enrollment group of over 500 stu-
dents have the smallest percentage of schools with all library
books cataloged. ©Of 18 schools in this_group; three schools,

or 16.7 percent, have all library books caraloged. On the other
hand, schools in the enrollment category of 401 to 500 student
"enrollment have the largest parcentape of schoels having all
library books cataloged. Of 25 schools in this group, l4 schools,
ar 536 percent, have all library books cataloged., OF eight ' |
achools {n the 201 to 300 student enrollment caregory, four L
schools, or 50 percent, have all books cataloged. Schools of
under 200 and 301 to 400 Student.enrollment have abour the same

percentage of schools with all books cataloged. Of 55 schools

e
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in the 301 to 400 student enrollment catepory, 20 schaolls. or
36.4 percent, have all books cataloped. Ty g
| Shortages of qualified school library personnel and lack:
of directives from the State Ministry of Education are possible
reasons for the small percentage of schools with all books cata-
loged. This conclusion 1s reached because when the respondents
were asked to indicate the place of the book cataloging, all
respondents with books cataleped indicated that their cacaloging
was done Iin school. In a siruarion where all che school li-
brarfans are yect to be trained, creation of an Office of Supers
intendent or Director of School Libraries with a cencralized

processing center may reduce some of the problems in school - |}

Iibraries.

[T
B

Basis on Which School Library ls Used o

Tha school library should be available for use by indi-
vidual students and teachers as the situation demands. Flexible
scheduling should enable the puplls to attend as a group and
as individual members of the library clientele. Simplificd rules
and procedures provide ecasy and quick access to the school 1i-
brary. In a study of sclected secondary school libraries in
Nigeria, respondents were asked to indicate whether student usc
of the library was voluntary only, scheduled only, a comblnacion
of voluntary and scheduled, or as a study hall. Table LXIT i
shows the basis on which the school library iz used compared aci

coerding to geographical location of.schools‘

! - |
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|
Fe

It is displeasing to note chat in some schools, schoeol
libraries are used on schedule only. In a few other schools,
libraries are used on a voluntary basis only. One must, how-
ever, note the large perccentage of schools that have school
libraries used on a voluntary and scheduled basis. Plateau
State School System has the largest percentage of schoels hav-
ing school libraries used oo both a voluntary and scheduled
basis., Of 18 schools in Plateau State School System, 15 _ I

schools, or 83.3 percent, have the library used on a volun-

tary and scheduled basis. 0Of 20 schools in Sokoto State School

System, ten schools, or 30 percent, have library used on a

voluntary and scheduled basis. Kano, Kwara and Wiger States
School Systems need to improve greatly. 0f 15 schools in Kane
State, three schools, or 20 percent, have the library used on
a voluntary and scheduled basis.

i

hails. Six schools, or 40 percent, of Kano State schools are in

Ld

this group. Kwara and Niger States School Systems have about

It 1s unfortunate that some schools use thelr libraries as study

equal percentages of schools with libraries being used as study
halls. Plateau and Sokoto States School Systems have the small-
&3t percentapes of schools having thelr libraries used as study

halls, : |
Table LXIII shows the basis on which schopl libraries are

ﬁsed compared according to type of boarding house facilicy.

Of 78 schools in boarding only group, seven schools, or 9 per-
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cent, have libraries used on a voluntary basis only. OQf 32

schools in boarding and day group, five schosls, or 15.6 per-

cent, have libraries used on a voluntary basis only. As ex~

N ]
pected, the day only group of schools has the largest percen- | 1

tége of schools havirng libraries used on a scheduled basis onl&l
Of four schools in the day only group of schools, two schools.i P
or 50 percent, have libraries used ¢n schedule only. Boarding? ;

only pgroup of schools is expected o have betrer facilities thén
day only group of schools. It is, therefore, not surprising |
that bearding only group of achools has the smallest percentage
of schools having the school library used on a voluntary only,:
scheduled only, and as a study hall. It is important te note I

= |

also that the boarding only group of schools has the largest
[
i

percentage of schools having library used on both a voluntary

and scheduled basis. L 3';.
Table LXIV shows the basis on which libraries are used ' |

compared according to enrcllment. t seems to the author that; ;

gize of the student body 1s a factoer in the percentage of ; 4

achools having their libraries used on both a voluntary and
scheduled basis. It 1s interesting te note that schools In
the enrollment categories of 401 to 500 and over 500 have about
equal percentages of schools having libraries used on both a
voluntary and scheduled basis. Of 18 scheols in the cver 300
enrollment category. 1l schoels, or 61.1 percent, have libraries
used on voluntary and scheduled basis. ©f 25 schools in the

401 to 300 student enrollment categery, 15 schools, or 60 percent,
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i1 have libraries used on both a volintary and scheduled basisii-f “
Schools in the enrcllment categories of 201 to 300 and 301 to
400 have about egqual percentages of schools having libraries
usdd on a voluntary and scheduled basis. Schools of under 200

i 1
. student enrellment have the smallest percentage of schools have-

ing librarifes used on both a voluntary and scheduled basis. !

Of eight schools in this catepory, one school, or 12.3 percentL

has the library used on voluntary and scheduled basis. | i l

!
w It spems to the author that secondary school libraries

¢! should be uscd on both a voluntary and ascheduled basis. The
Pg use of the school library as a study hall and/or on a scheduled
. only basis should be discouraged. This could be achieved by
providing adequate library facilities for each school repardless

of its student size and type of boarding house facility.'! iﬂ
f!
|

A . School Term Open Hours

-.“,,_..
[P

" -.Ji. The school library as the center of school activities |
! i

should be kept open throuphout the school day. The library | |

;71- should open at least half an hour before classes begin. Board-

: . dng schools need to keep the library open from half an hour | } i
before classes begin and until after the end of evening classes.
* Table LXY shows the range of total hours that school libraries
are open compared according to geographical location of the | t
i1 schools. It js unfortunate to note that Kano and Sokoto States
Schoo) Systems, which have the largest percentage of bearding

+ | only type schools, also have the largest percentage of school
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libraries open for less than ten hours per week. Of 15 schools

in Kano Stare Schocl System, three schools, or 20 percent, & |
i '
have libraries which are open for less than ten hours per week.

Likewise, of 20 schools in the Sokoto State School System, six !
i : i

echools, or 30 percent, have libraries open for less than ten

hoqrs per week. The largest percentage of schools have librar=-

ies open for 40 to 49 hours per week. Of 114 schools in the

atudy, 35 schools, or 30.7 percenk, have libraries open for 40
to 49 hours per week. Kwara State School System has the larges;
percentage of schools having libraries open for 40 to 49 hours |
per week. Of 50 schools in Kwara State School System, 19 schoels,
or 38 percent, have libraries which are ppen for 40 to 49 hours, |
per week. It is interesting teo note that Kwara State School !
System also has rhe largest percentage of schools having 1ibrar+
tes open for 70 to 79 hours per week. Of 50 schools in Kwara

State, five schools, or 10 percent, have libraries open for 70

I
i

to 72 hours per week.

‘o Table IXVI shows the range of total hours that school 1i-'
ﬁfaries are open per week compared according to type of boarding
house facility. Surprisingly, all the nine schools having 1i-
braries open for less than ten hours per week are in the board-
ing only group of schools. The largest percentage of scheools
have libraries open for 40 to 49 hours per week. Of 114 ﬂ
achools in the study, 35 schocls, or 30.7 percent, have librar-
tes open for 40 to 49 hours per week. As expected, schools in

the boarding only group of schools have the targest percentage
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of schools having libraries open for 40 to 49 hours per.ueek:

;'IJ Table LXVII shows the range of total hours that libraries

173 . ; ol
[
i l
Of 78 schopls in this group, 25 schools, or 32.1 percent, have!
libraries open for 40 to 49 hours per week. Boarding and day |
group of scheols has the next largest percentage of schools
having libraries copen for 40 to 49 hours per week. Day oniy
group of schools has the smallest percentage of schools havingj :
libraries open for 40 to 49 hours per week, Of foﬁr schools 1
in this group, one scheol, or 25 percent, has its library open i
for 40 to 49 hours per week. Surprisingly, boarding and day _I !.
group of schools has the largest percentage of schools havingé j
libraries which are open for 70 to 79 hours per week. .Of a2
schools in this group, three schools, or 9.4 percent, have 1i-
braries which are open for 70 to 79 hours per week. Of 78 .

schools in boarding only group of schoels, two scheols, or 2.6 .

percent, have libraries open for 70 te 79 hours per week.

are open compared according to schoel enrellment. It is inter~
eating to note that the largest percentage of schools having li-
braries open for less than 20 hours per week were in the schools
of enrcllment category of under 200 and 201 to 300, Three schools,
or 317.5 percent, of schools in the enrollment category of undex

! t
200 have less than ten hours of library scrvice per week. Of ! L

114 schools In the study, 35 schools, or 30.7 percent, have 114

brarics which are open from 40 to 49 hours per week. It seems

aa 1f student enrollment sfze {3 a factor in the number of hours.

achoal libraries are open for service. o ‘f. 'u
ﬂl
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Schools in the enrollment category of 301 to 400, 401 [

toISOO and over 500 have the largest percentage of schools . #
having libraries open for over 50 hours per week. 1In the opin+
ion of the author, 40 to 49 hours of library service seems tooj
little for the needs of Nigerian students. During on-site -

visits ro some of the schools in the study, a proposal to have,

school prefects open and to operate school! libraries after :]

school hours was dismissed on the grounds that such & plan I]'
would only increase the number of missing bogks. A library
assistant and/or teacher-librarian cannot work beyond 40 hours

per week.
|

1

In sumary, this chapter analyzed data on school libraryl
organization and administration. Of 114 schools in the study,i
69 schools, or 60.5 percent, have regular inventory of library:

collections. A& smaller percentage of schocls -- 37.7 percent <=

reported having annual written reports. Eighty«nine schools, .

or 78.1 percent, have library books classifled. A small per-

centage of schools have all library books cataloged. Most f'l

schools have their libraries used on both a veluntary and a

'
fl

scheduled basis. Due to lack of adequare personnel, many

school libraries are open for less than 50 hours per week, fl



FOOTNOTES TO CHAPTER VII

1, Eric Leyland, Libraries in Schools, New York, _
Philosophical Library, 1%64, Chapter o, Tl
i |
! 2. Cutter, C. A., Rules for a Dictienary Catalon, &4th
ed., Washington, D. C., Government Princing Office. 1ivh, p. 1?.,
quoted in C. D. Veedhan Orpanizineg Knowledee in Libraries:
An Introduction to Information Retrieval, London, published by
Adre Deutrsch Limited, 2d rev. ed., 1971, p. l4.
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s At this stage, the librarian or teacher-librarian may

o1 CHAPTER VILI

SCHOCL LIBRARY MATERIAL COLLECTIONS

In Chapter VII data on school library administration an i

organization was presented. The purpose of this chapter 1ia

to present data on school library collections.
: An essential component of the school library is the infor-
mation housed there. A variety of up-to-date materials in vari-
ous formats, and carefully selected, is needed to meet the cur-
ticulum and interest needs of the students and teachers. The
effectiveness of the school library program depends on whether
or not the materials which students and teachers need are avail-
able for their use when needed.l In "The Scheol Media Program:
A Posirvion Statement," Adams defined the scope of the school
library collection as every instructional aid from textbooks

to telephones, and even be_yond.2 In other words, the school i
library must contain not only abundant gqualicy beoks, but alsa
periodicals, pictures, films and filmstrips, records of both
music and literature. The decisions concerning amounts of ma-
terials, the formats, and quantities of supporting equipment % ;f

||

should be made on the basis of program and user needs.

ask, How do I determine the adequacy of the scheel library col-

 lections? In “Quantitative Criteria for Adequacy of Academle

Library Collectiens," Clapp and Jordan listed the following cri-

BT
. i 1‘ k
177 ' EE I ¥



178

tiis el

terla as a measure for adequacy of academic library collec-.
. i 4§
tions: o #

1. The student body -- size, composition (graduate or ij i

undergraduate), scholastic aptitude, sociceconomic and intel-
lectual background. : : a I
2. The faculty -- size, involvement in research, etc.

3. The curriculum -- number of courses, proporcien of

laboratory to literature courses, etc. o Iy ;

J ~ &, Methods of instruction -- extent and use of tcxtbooké,

reading assigned, and independent study, honors work, ete. ;i i
I' 5. Availability of suitable places for study on the ﬁ i

. |
campus. iff'%

'“.‘ 6. Geography of the campus -- proximity tc other large

1 ? o

s

Hbraries, ete. ) L F

} 7. The intellectual climate -- inducements and distrac=

tfons to study, etc.4 - i‘ i

The criteria are equally appliecable ro schonl libraries. 1

' Table LXVIII shows schools and their range of library
booka per student compared according to geographical location
of schools. Few schools have more than ten books per student.

There is no state policy, or school library standard as regards

the range of books per student; hence the wide variations within

each state. It is interesting to note that of 20 schools in

Sokoto State, five schools, or 25 percent, have less than one

book per studenr. At the same time, two schools, or 10 percent,

have more than ten books per student, This wide variation in
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the number of books per student both within and between scate
school systems was not limited to Sokoto State School System, ]
Of 50 scheols in Kwara State 5School System, ten schools, or

20 percent, have less than one book per studeat. Also, in the

lwlra State School System, two schools, or four percent, have

ol

} 1 - In the five states, the largest percentage of schools have

more than ten books per student.

" two to three books per pupil. This ratio seems to be toc low

o

. 4 Table LXIX shows schools and their range of library books

to meet the curriculum and student interest needs.

per student compared according tv type of boarding house facll-
1ty+ It is Interesting to note the differences within the cate-
gories of schools. Surpfisingly, the boarding only group of
achools have the largest percentage of schools with less than

one hook per student. Of 78 schools in this group, 12 schools,
or 15.4 percent, have less than one book per student. Day only
group of scheols has the largest percentage of schocls wich f! }
ten or more books per student. Bearding only group of schools
has the next largest percentage of schools having wore than ten
books per student. 0f 78 schools in beoarding only group, five
schaools, or 6.4 percent, have more than ten books per student.

Of 32 schools in boarding and day group of schools, one school,
or 1.1 percent, has more than ten books per student. P
. Table LXX shows schools and their range of library books
per atudent compared according to student enrollment. Enrell-

ment seems to be a factor in the average number of books per
! R
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 student. Schools of large student enrollment have Iarger per-ﬂ

centages of schools having more than ten books per student. |

On the other hand, schools of small student enrolliment have%{il

| .
B
larger percentage of schools with less than one beok per stu-

dent. Of eight scheools in enrollment category of 201 to 300,
four schools, or 50 percent, have less than one book per student.
Schools of under 200 and 301 to 400 student enrollment have 25
and 18.5 percent, respectively, of schools with less than onhe
book per studenc. No school with enrollment of under 200 or
201 to 300 students has more than three books per student.

In the opinion of the author, rapld expansien of schools
.must be accompanied by adequate school facilities. Standards

ought to be set for the minimum number of books per student

which a schacl must have, : }I i
o

Growth in the School Library Collections

. 'ﬁegular purchase of library books and other learning aids
1s essential for up-to-date libraries., Table LXXI shows the
range of total number of books purchased for the library in i
the year 1974-75 compared according to geographical location of
echools., It is disheartening to note the percentage of schools
having no purchase of a single library book in that academic year.
Higer State School System has the largest percentage of
schools having no purchase of a2 aingle library book in 1974-75
aession. Of 1l schools in Niger State, seven schools, or £3.6

percent, have no book purchased. Of 18 schools in Plateau State

Schoal System, s#ix schools, or 33.3 percent, have ne book pur-

Hot
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| ; .
chasaed. Of schools that purchased more than 225 books in the

year 1974-75, Kano State School System has the largest percen~.
tage. Of 15 schools in the Kano State School System, seven
acpools, or 46.7 percent, have more than 225 books purchased.
Six schools, or 12 percent, of Kwara State School System, have
wore than 225 books purchased in that year. Niger and Sokoto
have about egual percentages of schools having more than 225
books purchased. Plateau State School System has the smallest
percentage of schools havingmore than 225 boocks purchased dur-
ing 1974-75. _ i o
Table LXXIT shows the range of total number of booké.pur-
chased for the school library in the year 1974-75 compared ac-
cording to type of boarding house facility. Day only group bf
schools has the largest percentage of schools having more than
225 books purchased. Of four scheols in this group, three, or
75 percent, have more than 225 books purchased.” Boarding only
group of schools has the next largest percentage of schools
having more than 225 books purchased in 1974-75 session. Sur-
prisiﬁgly. boarding only group of schools has the largest per-
centage.of schools having no book purchase in 1974-75% academic
year. Of 78 schools in boarding only group of scheols, 27
schools, or 34.6 percent, did not purchase any books for the
schoel library in that year. Of four schools in the day only
group of schools, one school, or 25 percent, made no book pur-
chase for the library in the 1974-75 session. Of 32 schoels in

the day only group of schools, five schools, eor 15.6 percent,
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dld not make any book purchase for the library in 1974 75

i
bl
ﬂ

T
Table LXXITI shows range of total number of books pur-ﬂ

t

chased for the school library in the year 1974-75 compared ac-i

corhing to student enrollment. The wide extrremes in the range
of numbers of books purchased between enrollment categories and
within these categories {s evident. Of efght schools in the
undfr 200 student enrollment group of schools, six schools, or
75 percent, have no library book purchases for 1974-75 session.
At the same time, two schools, or 25 percent, have more than
225.books purchasged, Schools'in the enrollmenc category of 301
to 400 show greater extremes within the category. O0F 55 schools

in this group of schools, 17 schools, or 30.9 percent, have no

il

book purchased in 1974-75 scssion. At the same time, two schools,

or 9.1 percent, have more than 225 books purchased that year.
Table LXXIV shows gchools and the average number of books
purchased per student compared according to geographical loca-
tion of schoels. Percentages of average number of books bought
per student in Niger, Plateau and Sokoto States secms to be more
evenly distributed than in Kano and Kwara States Schoal Systems.
Of 20 schools in Sckoto State School System, 14 schools, or 70
percent, bought an average of 0.5 to 1.0 book per student. This
high concentration of 0.5 to 1.0 bock per student suggests an
even distribution of money to schools for library purposes. On
the other hand, 20 percent of the Kwara State School System
schools bought an average of 0.5 to 1.0 book per student, another

40 percent bought 0.1 te 0.5 book per student, and yet another



x| ;] 1w ) 1001 Y . 2001 s -tmor |}

&9 i o'n v o A I B A % 0°sL » 1

L] H L t [ LR |

A s 'Y ' o m gt

o t i L (R 13 T 52 01 o€

PRt ] 'R t [ v 001 OL 5¢

111 ' oI 3 ¥ ¢ $Z1 0k pO1

N v . 05y 01 g0

® X 1 $5 [ S£1 0L o5y
=i

1n 3 oGt AL iy

1 1 o8 z $¢ % 52 01 00F

Lot 3 R ) 1'% % 3T < 0's3 t SIT NV FEK

LdoE Bl | IR0 b ORIW LRGTIHAS AL DR azodn | 1Eou3d ITUB
GISVONRL
-+ - S5 o o FH00R 40 TR
005 X380 00§ 0L 0y oo oL Yor 60C o1 102 00% ¥auka 4YIOL 40 ADKVE
Fare pyiebti

. ANENTI0NE 0L DEITVOCIY CAYVOHD .
SLET-IGT VAL THL ML AWWLLT DA 804 QREHOWN CX00L 0 WA TYIOL &0 Zowve



189

o1 81

YN 0z Dot n Aot 0% oG1 ot ™I
onirt H 170 9 LY I3 0B 12! [ ¥ kL]
0oL " [ * e [ o‘or '3 £t 3 5°0 O K0

L7971 E 0 oz of €°5r z 071 &L 5O
oo ] X3 < e [ 0k t L% 1 A =TI
o'y z L9 1 o't oL 5T

53 [ [H33 H LIRSS o A

WL H AW g ANINTA BIGHLAN | NN WAAKON | TN WMIA o HIAMNK | LNIM3d HIEMON

Gl a[=N TI-1 5= ST=H TITHY ¥3d
31IT OLONCE VIS ONILYN IINLID WIoIR ALVAS o VLS vt QATVHINNA SHOCE JO
WIWIR AN

NOLLYAT] TOIH4AYES0ID

WOLIOOT TRTHVENOTS 06 IS JaVEdNDD TITH N ORSviEnd
SE00G J0 LIDIW TDVEGAY TRL GV STON0E

ALYYT Tl




190

;f four percent bought 2.0 to 2.5 books per student. Such vari-
' ations suggest lack of policy as to the average number of books

5; & school library should purchase per student e¢ach year. The

L large percentape of schools that have no book purchases for the

' year 1974-75 confirms the above speculation.

N
Table LXXV shows schocls and the average number of Jooks’

f purchased per student Iin the year 1974-75 cowpared according to
typh of boarding house facilicy. 1t is important to note thé
| differences within all types of bearding house facilities.
* 8chools in bearding only group have the largest percentage of
schoole that bought 2.0 to 2.5 books per student in the 1874-75
session. Of 78 schools in chis pgroup, three schools, or 3.8 per-
gent, bought 2.0 to 2.5 books per student. Boarding and day
group has the next lergest percentage. Of 32 schools in this
gropp, one school, or 3.1 percent, bought 2.0 to 2.5 bocks per
atuﬁent in the 1974-75 session. Of four schools in day only
group, no school bought 2.0 to 2.5 books per student that year.

.'li 5
schools has the largest percentage of schools having no books

S ’ It is disheartening to note that boarding ounly type of
purchased for the library in 1974-75 session. Of 78 schools

in this category, 27 schools, or 34.6 percent, did noe buy any
booka for the school library inm 1974-73, Of 32 schools in board-
ing and day group, five schools, or 15.6 percent, did net buy :
any library book in 1974-75 session. It must be pointed out 1 F
that the largest percentage of schools that bought some books

1o

in 1974-75 bought 0.1 to 0.5 book per scudent.
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Table LXXV1 shows schools and the range of the numbe

of books purchased per student in the year 1974-75 compare

according to student enrollment. It is interesting to note i
the differences in the average number of books purchased pir o
stuLent between and within all catcporices of schools. It seems
that the smaller the size of schocl enroliment, the larger the
average nuuber of books purchased per student. ¥No scheool in

the enrolloent categories of 401 to 500 and over 500 student
enrollment bought 1.5 to 2.0 books per student in 1974-75 ses-
gion. On the other hand, of four schools in under 200 student
enr?llment category, one school, or 12.5 percent, %ought 2.0

to |.5 books per student In 1974-75 session. Of 55 schools in
the 301 to 400 enrollment category, two schools, or 3.6 percent,

boughet 2.0 te 2.5 bocks per scudent.

3 Ii . Reference Collactions

Encyclopedias, dictionaries, handbooks and other special-
ized books make up the reference collection. A geed collection
fundamental to good reference service. A good encyclopedia.:i
for example, gives an overview of each subject, with definitiom,
deseription, explanation, history, current status, statisties,
and bibliography. Since each encyclopedia has certain strong
points and weaknesses, the need for a school to have more than
one eet of encyclopedias cannot be overemphasized. Encyclepedias

that are authoritative, reasconably new, and suitable in apeear-l
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ance, format and content, according to Russoff, "are the back-

Pen In a study of selected secondary schoal libraries in

bone of school library's reference collection.

Nigeria, schools were asked to indicate the total number ofﬁg.:
sets of encyclopedias the school library has with a copyright
date of 1970 or later. Table LXXVII shows schools and their
number of encyclopedia sets with copyright cate 1970 or later
compared according to geographical location of scheools. Of
five =state school systems, Sokoto State School Systen seems to
have wide extremes of schools having encyclopedias and those
that do not. Of 20 schools in Sokoto State School System, six
schools, or 30 percent, have four or more sets of encyclopedias
with copyright date 1970 or later. At the same time, ten schools
or 50 percent, have no set of encyclopedias with copyright date
197¢ or later. . BT B (AR
The Plateau State Schoel System seems to have an even dis-

tribution of encyclopedia sets with copyright date 1970 or | “

later. Of 18 schools in this state, three schools, or 16.7 per-
cent, have three sets; another three schools, or 15.7 percent,
have two sets; another nine scheools, or 50 percent, have one

set; and the remaining three schools, or 16.7 percent, have no
set of encyclopedias. Of the five state school systems, Niger j
State School System has the largest percentage of schoels having
no set of encyclopedias with copyright date 1970 or later. Of 1
11 schools in this state, eight schools, of 72.7 percent, have '

no set of encyclopedias. It is interesting to note the large

}- : or



- 1895

tnot 0 1061 81 1001 1 100t 111 TonL 51 Y
[0 H t'et 3 e € 00y ot 0 ] 135 e
L H 0'es . 1" t o' ¥ 'y x I35 1
0wl ] 91 £ Ve 1 [T i 00t £ Ki1AS &
I < 16 1 LR T ) o' 0L t B13S §
oo ] R 1 T . S135 TUCH %0 4
SKIDENd Wit | LNE0E3A LEL=r ] 1830434 WA | LR3I FER: fiT 1800634 Wk .
VOTIV AR
STen B N o5 $1=H 40 G
RIVIS OLOMOS EIWS AVILVIZ 3115 KZHIN TIVIS vy TIVAS Ovrx

FOLLIYOOT TVIIHAYNDOTD 0L ONICNOIOY (AYIHOL A% ]
Ao Gi61 AIW JUWLI00 WAL VIGRMIAON 40 MO EIINL aNY EOST

13AXX7 THR




R 196 Loa 1

percentage of schools in Kano Stare with four or more sets of

encyclopedias, ©f 15 schoels in this state, six schools, or
&0.percent. have four or more sets‘of encyclopedias. jk L E
| Table LXXVIII shows schools and their number of encfclo-?_
pedia sets with copyright date 1970 or later compered accord-
ing to the type of boarding house facility. It is surprising f
to note that the day only group of schools has.the largest o i
percentage of schools with four or more sets of encyclopedias.:
‘Surprisingly, boarding only group of schools has tPe smallest |
percentage of schools having four or more sets of encyclopedias.
OEI?S gchools in this group, six schools, or 7.7 percent, have
four or more sets of encyclopedias. Day only group of schools
also has the largest percentage of schools having threé sets
af encyclopedias with copyright date 1970 or later. It must be
pointed out, however, that day only group of schools alsec has
the largest percentage of schools with no set of encyclopedias,
Of four schools in this group of schocls, two schools, or 50
percent, have no set éf encyélcpedias with copyright date 1970
or later. The next largest percentage of schools with no set
of encyclopedias was boarding only group of schools. Of 78
schﬁols in this group, 31 schools, or 39.7 percent, have no
set of encyclopedias. : :;m-ﬂ
Table LXXIX shows schools and their number of sets of
en&yclopedias with copyright date 1970 or later compared accord-

ing to school enrollment. Schools in the enrollment categories

of 301 to 400 and over 500 student enrollment were the two EIN

1
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" be found in a periodical.

3E.gg_
T
199 Byt
. e
}k it
groups of schools with four or mare sets of encyclopedias. ' !
Of 55 schools with carollment of 301 to 400, six schools, or
10.9 percent, have four or more sots of eneyclopedias with copy-
right date 1970 or later. Of 18 schools in the over 500 enroll.
ment category, seven schools, or 38.9 porcent, have four or more
sets of ¢ncyclopedias. Four schools, or 50 percent, in the !
under 200 enrollment category have no set of encyclopediag. !
Surprisingly, a large percentage of schools In the 401 to 500
end over 500 enrollment categories have no set of encyclopedias
with copyright date 1970 or later. Of 25 schools {n school en-
rollment category of 401 to 500, nine schools, or 36 percent,
have no set of encyclopedias. Of 18 schocls in the over 500
enrollment group, seven schools, or 38.9 percent, have no set
of encyclopedias., Twenty-two schools, ar 40 percent, in the

enrollment category 301 to 400 students have no set of encyclo-

pedias with copyright date 1970 or later.

Perfiodicals

the examination of materials which appear in periodical pﬁhli-

cations. Gates listed rhe following as the importance of peri-

odicals in a school library collection: ] T

1. The most recent material on a subject, especially in

the field of science, technology, statistics and politics, can
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2. Subjects too new, too obscure or too temporary to be .

coverced by books are treated in periodicals, gr.ﬂﬁ q

3. The trend of intercst or opinion at any glven perfod

1s traced easily in periodical literature, the current issues
glving contemporary information and the old {ssues giving a . f
e

record of past ideas, problems and accomplishments. ¥
. J. 4. Books, or parts of books, often appear flrst in péri-
od

&
1
i

cals, btefore they are even published as scparate volumes.6

N Table LXXX shows sehools having various numbers of maga-
zine title subscriptions comparcd according to geographical leca
tion of achools. It 1s disheartening to note the large percen-
tage of schools without a single subscription to a magazine titl
Niger State School System has the largest percentage of schools
having no magazine title subscriptions. Of 11 schools in this
ltare. geven schools, or 83,5 percent, have no magazine citle
subbeription. 5Sokoto Stare School System has the next largest
percentage of schools having ne magazine title subscriptions.

Of 20 schoole in Sokoto State School System, eight schools, or
40 percent, have no magazine title subscriptions. 0Of 50 schools
in Kwara State School System, 16 schools, or 32 percent, sub-
scribed to no magazine ticles. Of 18 schools 1n Plareau Scate
School System, four schools, or 22.2 percent, have no magazine
title subscripticns. Kano State School System has the smallest
percentage of schools having no magazine title subscriptions,

Of 15 schools in this state, two schools, or 13.3 percent, have

no magazine title subscriptions.

l
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It i3 important to note the wide differences in th£ 
number of magazine title subscriptions between and within the
atate schools. At this stage, one may assume that the differ-.
ences between schools as to the number of magazine title sub-
scriptions was due o type of boarding house facility and/or
size of the student enrollment.

Table LXXXI shows schools having various numbers of maga;

.zine title subscriptions compared according to type of boarding
house facility. Tt is disheartening to note the differences

in the number of magazine title subseriptions in all types of
boérding house facilicies. As expected, day only group of
aschools has the largest percentage of schools having no maga-
zine title subscriptions. Of four schools in this group, twe
schools, or S50 percent, have no magazine title subscriptions.
Of 32 schools in boarding and day group, ten schools, or 31.3
percent, have nolmagazine title subsceriptions. As expected,
boarding only group has the smallest percentage of schools hav-
ing no magazine title subscriptions. Of 78 schools in this
group, 25 schools, or 32.1 percent, have no magazine title sub-
escriptions, Boarding only also has the largest percentage of
schopls having eight magazine title subscriptions. It is im-
portant to note that most schools in the study subscribed to

HIN

Table LXXXII shows schools having various numbers of

four or fewer magazine titles.

magazine title subseriptions compared according to student en-

rollment. It is important to note wide differences in the num-
' '
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ber of magazine title subseriptions in all carepories of gtu-
dent enrollment. Size of student enrolloent secms to be a hI'H
factor in the percentages of schools having no magazine title
subscriptions. Schools of under 200 student enrollment have
the larpest percentage of schools having no magazine title sube
scriptions. Of eight schocls in this group, five schools, or
62.5 percent, have no magazine title subscripfions. Schools

in the 201 to 300 student enrollment category have the next
largest percentage of schools having no magazine title sub-ﬂ; ﬂ
geriptions. Of eight schools in this group, three schools, or.
37.5 percent, have no magazine title subscriptions. Schools
enrolling 301 to 400 and 401 te 500 students have about equal
percentages of schools having no magazine title subscriptions.
OF 55 schools in the 301 to 400 student enrollment category,

18 schools, or 32.7 percent, have no magazine title subserip-
tions. Of: 25 schools in the 401 to 500 enrollment group, eight
schools, or 32 percent, have no magazine title subscriptions.
The smallest percentage of schools having no magazine title sub-
scriptions come in the over 500 student enrollment group, Of
18 schools in this group, three schools, or 16.7 percent, have
no ﬁagazine title subscriptions. Schools in the enrollment;! j
catepory of 401 to 500 have the largest percentage of schools
having seven or more magazine title subscriptiens. Two scheools,

or 11.1 percent of 18 schools, in the over 300 enrollment group

aubscribed to seven magazine title subscriptions. :.F bl
1
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Newspazers

) Bewspapers are an essentlal learning aid in any teaching-

|\
i

learning process. They are particularly useful in keeping |

teaghers and students up-to-date on events. In addition to Ei t
newL and events, newspapers proviie other features, such as E? 1
illustrations, book reviews, arzicles in education, literary
contributions and bibliographizal features. The number of
newspapers needed in the secondary school is determined by
the demand for them, rreated by teachers and students. 'jﬁ
Table LXXXIII shows schools and their number of newspaper
subscriptions compared ace&rdi:g to geographical lecation of
schools. It is fascinating to rote that all schools in Kwara,
Niger and Plateau States School Systems have one or more news-
paper title subscriptions. 0f 15 schools in Kano State School
System, two schools, or 13.3 percent, have no newspaper title
subscriptions. Of 20 gchools in Sokoto State Scheol System, two
schools, or 10 percent, have no newspaper title subscriptions.
On the other hand, four schoouls, or 20 percent, in Soketo State
School System have five or more newspaper title subseriptions.
Niger State School System has the largesr percentage of schools
having two or more newspaper ticle subseriptions. Of 11 scheols
in the Niger State School Systen. 10 schools, or 91 percent.ﬂ!-ﬂ

1

have two or more newspaper subscriptions. ??E i

f{?' Table LXXXIV gshows schools and their number of newspaper

subscriptions compared according to the type of boarding house

|

Mo

|
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facility. It is encouraging to note that all achools 1nléh i
day only group of schools subscribe to two or more newspape4 L
titles. Of four schools in the day only group, two schoolsi E
or 50 percent, subscribe to three newspaper titles, Surpfiéinélyh
boarding and day group of scheools have the largest percentage

of schools having Eive or more ncwspaper title subscriptions.

Of 12 schools in boarding and day group of schools, three schools,
or 9.4 percent, have five or more ncwspaper title subscriptions.
Of 78 schools in boarding only group, seven schools, or § percent,
have Filve or more newspaper title subscriptions. Beoarding and
day group of schools also have the largest percentage of schools
having no newspaper subscriptions. Of 32 schools in boarding

and day group of schools, two schools, or 6.2 perceant, have no
newspaper subscriptions. Of 78 schools in boarding only group,
two schocls, or 2.6 percent, have no newspaper title subscrip-
tions. , .

l The largest percentage of schocls subscribed to two or '
three different newspapers. Twenty-two schools, or 28.2 percent,
of boarding only type of schools subscribed to two newspaper
titles; another 29 scheools, or 37.2 percent, subscribed ro three
newspaper titles. On the other hand, six schools, or 18.8 per-
cent, of schoois fn boarding and day group of schoels have two

newspaper title subscriptions; another 14 scheools. or 43.8 per-
il [ i

cent, subscribed to three newspaper titles.
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Table LXXXV shows schools and their number of regulaﬁﬁ 3

newspaper title subscriptions compared accarding te studem:!:'i 4'
enrollment. It is interesting to note that all achoels in the
student enrollment categories of 401 to 500 and over 500 have
_twé or more newspaper title subscriptions. Schoels in the stu-
dent enrollment categories of under 200, 201 to 300, and 301 to
400 need to improve the number of fheir newspaper title sub-
sceriptions. Two schools, or 25 percent, of schools in student: |
enrollment category of under 200 have no newspaper title sub-

SRR

scriptions, .
E- ~ In echools vigited by the author, one common problem often
mentioned was the lack of reliable bookshops, book publishing
agents with whom they could order their scheol needs, partiecu-
larly school textbooks and library materials, This problem can-
“pot be cired as the reason for having ne newspaper title sub-
scriptions. New Nigeria newspaper and some other newspapers h
use all types of transportaticon systems to reach the community,
For thils reason all schools with no newspaper subscriptions

need only to contact newspapers of their choice and subscribe
immediately. It must be stressed again that the pruvl;ion of

a large and balanced collection of newspapers will enhance stu-

dent reading activities and stimulate their inrerest in everyday

world affairs.
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