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PRETACE

i The ultimate concern of this study is to
eiamine the evolution of an urban settlement.
NTedless to say, an urban settlement may not
nécessarily be an urban centre since it (urban
settlement) may only form part of the whole
cemplex (urban center)., Until recently, there
has been no specific historical study (or studies)
oﬁ urban settlements {as distinct from urban
cfntres} in Nigeria. Even so, the recent studies
oh these settlements (vide bibliography) largely
focus on Sabon garf?settlements which are "“special"
cplonial creations constituted by heterogenous

elements huddled together without any previous

tradition of common ecchnomic and political life,

In addition to 3abon gari settlements,
however, colonially constituted urban centres in

Nigeria also censist of other wards whose history

even preceeded the colonial era. These latter
w@rds are therefore even older than the urban
éentres which they eventuzlly became intergrated
into, Unfortunately, this writer is not aware
df any specific study on how these precolonially

flormed settlements evolved as parts of colonial

urban centres and thereafter. Moreso, those

xi




studies that broadly focus on colonial urban
centres generally give older integral units
either passing references or none at all,
Consequently, this basically creates a yawning
gap in urbanisation studies in the country. In
su&mary, therefore, this dissertation is an
attempt to fill this gap. We try to do this

in five chapters shedding light on how Kawo (a
prgcolonially formed settlement) evolved as part
of: Kaduna {(a capital township constituted during

the colonial era).

R
?“

The first chapter is mainly introductory
anp among other things, aims at highlighting
t&e geographical features of Kawo. It alsco aims
at explaining the origin and early history of the
study area, Chapter two, which focuses on the
period 1913 to 1345, deals with the impact of the

ectablishment and growth of Kaduna on Kawo,

In chapter three and four we examine the
nature and character of the Kawo socciety in the
period 1945~1960 and 1960~1G80 respectively. We
end the thesis in chapter five with a general

conclusion.
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ABSTRACT

This thesis, in an attenpt to locate the
genesis of the socio-economc crisis that currently
besets Kawo; traces and anal yses the growth it
(Kawo) experienced as an urban settl enment under
the colonial and early post-col onial envnronmnent.

Al though the thesis focuses on the period 1913
to 1980, a background analysis of the origin
and the socio-economc set up in Kawo in the

pre-1913 era is treated in sone detail.

The process involved in the establishnent and
growth of Kaduna during the period between 1913
and 191+5 is examned. |In this regard we stressed
that the colonialists established Kaduna
(obviously) in an area where indigenous settlenents
were already in existence. And that right from
t he nonent Kaduna was established (in 1913) it
started having visible inpact on these pre-existing
settlements. |In particular, we considered how
Kawo was encouraged to neet the food needs of the

colonial capital from 1913.

But in order to reduce cost (and thus
enhance the expropriation of absolute surplus val ue
to the capitalist nmetropolis) the British kept

Kawo (and other satelite settlenents) outside
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the admnistrative framework of the Kaduna
township from1913. In fact it was exigencies
that subsequently forced themto integrate

the satelite settlenents (including Kawo)

within the Kaduna township political set up.

V¢ argue that the nmanner of admnistrative
intergration of Kawo to Kaduna was di sadvant ageous
to the latter since it significantly contri buted
to its (Kawo's) neglect in terns of the

provi sion of social anenities etc, right from

t he onset.

V¢ further denonstrate that even in
the face of neglect (that characterised nost
of the colonial era here) the land of Kawo farners
was been expropriated for projects prinmarily
nmeant to advance the col onial cause. The nethod
by which these projects (particularly those
related to the mlitary) influenced the
transformati on of Kawo from a honogenous society
to a heterogenous society and froman agarian
society to a service oriented society, etc, is
examned. W also examne the admnistrative

changes associ ated with these.
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Attenpts are also nade to anal yse the
factors that made Kawo experience its nost
rapid growth as an urban settlenment within
the post colonial era i.e. specifically between
1960-1980. The role of the urban admnistra-
tion and Kawo residents etc, in the poor
housi ng condi tion, poor sanitation, etc, in
the study area, anong other issues, are also

examned in this study.
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(a)

Afsbwa
Asaghba
Ayni
Azel
Gwenyi
Jebole

Megire

Oshna (pl. Oshara)
Otsu

Ozhi-fa

Palail

Sagbagyi

Shenkwo
Tag;ida
2ukve
Zukwobeyi

Household farm
Council of elders
Universe

Axe

Coeperative farning
hand weven cleth
Oracle censulted for
majer lssues

Oracle consulted for
minor isaues
Intermediary god(s)
Chief "
Cenmunal farms
Afzeli Africana
Title for the King of

Gbagyis'

region during the 19thC.

Ged

Affectien and/er love
Big hoe

Small hee
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(b) Haugg terws

Aleihe -  Spinach

Arne -  pagan

Aski = hair cut

Bayi - slaves

Berkene - Pepper

Damina = Wet season

Dankali - Specie of sweet petatees
Dari = Severe cold

Dawa . - Cern

Dillalai - brokers

Derowa - Parki Oliveri
Fadama = Lewland seil
Fartanya = hoe

Galma - large bladed hoe
gandu = heusehold farm
gayya - caeperative farming
gida - household unit
Girbi =  harvest

Gwaza - Specie of sweet petatoes
hakimi - District head
Iskoki - nature spirits
Jaki = donkey

Jarkasa -  Ferrvginous soil

xvii



gekadu
.Kaciya
Kafiri
Kawe
Kubewa
Kudin kasa
Kuka

Kura

Maigida (pl. Magugidaje) - Household head

Maiungwa
Kassaba
Massara
Mata
Rani
Risga
‘rumbuna
Sangwami
Shuka
Yamami
Tumlcu
Uwar Makera
Wake

‘Wanzami
Yan Kasuwa
Yan tama
Yanuwa
Yara

Zuga Zugai

Messengers
Circumcission

unbelievers

Hz:eli Aﬁ'.i.cana

Okro

lané tax

Adansania digitata

dust

Villagehead
Hammer

Malze

Wonen

dry season
apécie of yam
storage huts
digging hoe
sowing

sword

specie of yam
Anvil

Beans

Barber
traders
Iron miners
relative
Children
Bellow
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NOTE ON SOURCES

For the historical reconstruction carried out
inﬁthis study, we have relied greatly on fragmentary
pieces of evidence provided by various sources.
These sources could be broadly classified into
prﬂmary and secondary sources. In this section we
will attempt to throw some light on these sources.
To start off, we will first discuss the secondary

sources.

Secondary Sources

Secondary sourée materials used in this study
largely consist of unpublished thesis, books,
Jjournals, articles etc. These items were mainly
perused at the Kashim Ibrahim Library (KIL),
Northern History Research Scheme both situated in
A.B,U, Zaria and the Arewa House situated in the

Kaduna metropolis.

In general the bulk of studies available on
urbanization deal mainly with urbanization process
at a general level i.e. the process in Nigeria or
in Africa. There are therefore, very few works on

l .
Kaduna. But the two major works cut of these are

the Ph.D. thesis of A.K. Medugben and E.O. Oyedele.1

Te A.K. Medugbon, Kaduna: Nigeria the Vicissitudes
of a Capity Cit 1?17-1@75 {unpublished Ph.D.
Cornell Un%verséty, TO77Y and E.O. Oyedele,
Colonial Urbanisation in Neorthern Nigeria:
Radunz 1313-1960, (Unpublished Ph.D. Thesis,

Zaria, 1987).
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Medughbon's work titled, Kaduna: Nigeria the

Vicissitudes of a Capital City 1917-1975 have been

quite significent for this study. However, the

work suffers from conceptual and methodological
problens. More significantly the work lacks historical
de%th. As a result this has obscured the nature

and essence of colonial Kaduna to British imperialism,

i

| The other major study is E. Oyedele's thesis

titled, Colonial Urbanisation in Northern Nigeria:

Kaduna 1913-1960. This work is based on the

. perspective {the Poiitical Econemy Perspective)
adopted in this study. Indeed, this perspective is
more supericr than others in the sense that it gives
a more holistic and class based view of society. It
alse seeks, among other things to expose the hidden
material basis for historical development.2
Consequently, Oyedele's work contributed (as compared
to Medugbon's work) more to our understanding of

the process of urbanisation in Kaduna. It's major
shortcoming, however, is that it has failed to

critically examine the place of Kawo in the history

of Kadunha.

2. In addition to E.Q., QOyedele, ¢ther writers that
have made use of the political economy
perspective for urbanisation studies (but
outside the Kaduna region) are A.V. Dhilwayo
(1986, vide biblography) and M. Castell
(1977, Vide biblography), just to mention
two. Like Oyedele did, these two writers in
their various works also gave a critical analysis
of the various perspectives adopted generally
in urbanisation studies.



Primary Sources

The major primary sources used in reconstructing
the history of Kawo are in the form of archival
materials and oral data, Broadly speaking,
archival materials were mainly perused at the
National Archives situated in the Kaduna metropolis.
0& the whole, we have lafgely relied on two major
categories of archival materials in this thesis.
These include the Secretariat Northermn Provinces
(SNP) series and - Zzaria Provincial Records
(Zarprof) series. A1l of these series were in the
" form of intelligence reports, district assessment
anh reagssessment reports, letters,'memoranda and
touring reports. Others include, letters sent
from one level of government to another, extra-
ordinary reports made necessary by extra-ordinary
events, official diaries etc. It is interesting
to note that these archivgl materials arose largely
fr$m the need to record various activities of the

colonialists in Nigeria (particularly in the Kaduna

region) especially during the present century.

| As a result of this, archival materials were,
therefore, not originally intended for the general
puglic but only for a restricted group of
interested people or persons. Consequently these
archival materials offer "objective™ evidence,

inﬁocent in principle of any second thoughts destined
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for a larger public or posterity. Indeed, the
correspondence of an official or the confidential
proceedings of a board may conceiveably have been
drafted in colonial Nigeria to deceive another
office, but they were hardly ever composed with an
eye to deceiving posterity.

While we were aware of the strength(s) of
archival materials for our study of Kawo, we also
took into consideration their major limitations
in order to guide against a distorted research
_ result, Specificaliy, one of the major problem
with the archival materials used for this study
is that most of them either give only passing
comments on Kawo or non at all. In addition, these
records are replete with spelling mistakes
particularly of names of indigenous people(s),
indigenous settlements etc. However, perhaps the
most impotant limitation of archival records as
source materials for the history of Kawo and

Nigeria in general is that of perception.

The colonialists had their own perception and
values which were undoubtedly in-built in the
records they left behind. Their perception of
their Nigeria (and Kawo) social environment was
basically predicated on the Edwardian-Victorian,
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racial and capitalist bourgeois ideology and
cﬁltural values, This means that they (colonialists)
mostly described their Nigerian experiences
{particularly their experiences in the present day
Kaduna region) from the outside in rather than from
the inside out. No wonder therefore, that one

finds in archival records the cﬁaracterization of
Nigerian societies as "pagan" and "traditional"

among other such characterizations.

In order not to fall a victim of colonial
Eurocentric peréeption and values in our reconstruction
" of the history of Kawo, we have among other things,
made extensive use of oral sources. In fact oral
sources are comparatively richer in the kinds of
information this study is interested in, Hence,
we interviewed quite a significant number of people
both in Kawo and other neighbouring settlements.

Most if not all of these informants had diverse
experiences largely in the Kaduna region and

especially in Kawo, Consequently, we were particularly
fortunate to get much information on the economy

and society of the study area.

However, apart from the limitations of
memory of most informants, we were, among other
things, also aware of the problems relating *to the
impact of colonial and post colonial experiences

(and ideclogies) on their perception., On the whole,
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therefore, data from other sources were compared
with oral data. The various sources discussed

also
above were/used to complement each other.

Following on from the above discussion, we
shall give brief information on some of our most

crucial informants, below.

1. Shehu Galadima (SGD) (Kawo):
The first interview with him was held on
6/11/91 at the Kawo district office.
Subsequent interviews were however held at
his house in Hayin Banki. Shehu Galadima (50)
is the Sarkin Tarhi (official in charge of
oral traditions) in the Kawo district today.
He is also the son of Yusuf who was the
first Maiungwa in Hayin Banki. 1In addition,
Shehu Galadima is the first Sarki officially
appointed in (and for) Hayin Banki. Thus,
he has been Sarkin Hayin Banki from 1974.

2. Godwin Imonive (GIN).

The interview was held at his house along
Kafinsoli Street Kawo on 12/10/92. Godwin
Imoniye (46) emigrated into Kawo from Isoko,

in the present Delta state, in the early 1960s.
WMHuis migration into the above mentioned
settlement followed the completion of his
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3.

elementary school at the Catholic school

Isoko in 1962. In Kawoc, Imoniye subsequently

became a motor mechmnic specialising in the

repairs of Austin Morris and Hillman cars.

At present he is the owner, among other things,
several

of - f- commutter buses plying different

routes in the Kaduna metropolis.

Hassan Abdullahi (HAD).

The interview was held on 8/11/91 at his

cffice at the headquarters of Kawoe district,
Hassan Abdullabi {about 80} is the son of
Abdullahi who was the first person officially
appointed as Sarki in Kawo during the colonial
era, Among other things, Hassan served as
Sarki in Ungwan Shanu (1958-1966) and
subsequently in Kawo (1966-1873). However from
197% (up to today) he has been the Hakimi of

the Kawo disgtrict.

Zakari Yau (ZKY)

The interview was held on 10/11/91 at his

house in Zangon Aya street, Kawo. Zakari

(about 100) was, (as a child) among the

migrants who fled Kanc for the area subsequently
known as Kawo in the late 19th century. |
Thereafter, Zakari has mostly been a farmer in
Kawo until recently when he retired due to old

age.



5.

7

Mama Sala (MS4)

The interview was held on 10/11/91 at her
house situated off Zaria road in Kawo. Mama
Sala (about 80) migrated into Kawo from
Ilorin after the Second World War. She
became a trader in textile materials and
other general goods - in her new residence.
By 1980, she was already the most prominent
land lady in Kawo. Mama Sala however, died
on the 2nd of November 1991,

Likko Maidore. (LEM)

The interview was held on 3/392 at his

house in Ungwan Gwari. Likko Maidoro, (60)
among other things, was a student of the
Baptist Seminary Kawo in the 1950s, and Heey
today he is the Secretary of the Kaduna
Gbagyi Dattawa (elders) Association.

Dari Samaila (DAL)

The interview was held on 5/10/92 at his
office in the Kawo district office block.

Dari Samaila (about 60) became a tailor

in Kawo after the Second World War and by 1957
he was one of the NEPU party members elected
as a local Council representatives in the
settlement. Today, Dari Samaila is Sarkin

Kasuwa of Kawo,
xxvi



9.

11,

10.

Ishiaku Alkali {I3A)

The interview was held on 7/3/92 at his house
in Ungwan Dosa. Ishiaku Alkali (about 70)
moved to Ungwan Dosa in 1939 after his house-
hold, among others, were evacuated from the
aerodrome region in Kawo. Today Ishiaku
Alkali is Sarkin Gwari of Ungwan Dosa and he

is also a fortune teller.

Emeka Obienwa (EOB)

The interview was held at his house along
Makarfi street Kawo., Emeka Obienwa (in his

late 40's) emigrated from Aluu near Port Harcourt
to Kawo in the 1960s. Presently he is a well

known carpenter in the latter settlement,

Dalhatu Sarkin Makera {DSM)

The interview was held at his office (on 11/3/92)
in Makera. Dalhatu (about 90) spent most of
his life in this region of Kaduna., In fact

he is currently the village head Sarki of the

Makera settlement,

Ali Magajin Askarin Kawo (AMA)

The interview was held at the entrance of his
house in Zangon Aya street Kawo. Ali (about
100) migrated into Kawo from Gaya Kano State
before 1945. He was a Wanzammi until recently
when he retired due to old age.
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16,

17.

18,

Suleiman Yahaya (SLY)

The interview with him was held at his house
in Gwari Street, Kawo New Extension on 2/3/92.
Suleiman Yahaya {(about 50} is the son of the
Sarkin Gwari in Kawo. He is also a civil
servant who works with the Kaduna State

Ministry of Agriculture and Natural Resources.,

Yahaya Alhassan Abdullahi (YAL)

The interview was held at his office in Kawo
on 5/10/92. Yahaya Abdullahi (% is one of
the sons of the current Kawo district head,
and from 197utﬁe (Hassan) has been Sarkin

Kawo,

Mohammed Musa (MHM)

The interview was held at Kasuwan Talata,

Kawc on 7/8/92, Mohammed Musa (82) migrated
from Awal near Zaria to Kawo in the 1320's when

incentives were been offerred to farmers to

settle within 8 kilometers radius of Kaduna,
| Thereafter, he (Musa) became a farmer/trader

i in Kawo until recently when he retired due to

old age.

AXIK .,



12.

13.

1)—[_.

15.

Ibrahim Makeri (IMK)

The interview with him was held on 3/1/92

at his blacksmithing workshop in Kawc. Ibrahim
(53) is currently the Sarkin Makera (Chief

of blacksmiths) in Kawo.

Pastor Baba Fada (PBF)

The interview was held at the headquarters of
the Assemblies of Gods Church, Nasarrawa road
by junction mad Kaduna on 3/3/92. Pastor
Baba Fada as the name obviously indicates is
a prominent clérgyman in this church. He is
the editor of a manuscript which also

constitutes one of our sources in this thesis,

Magajin Fada (MGF)
The interview was held at his house in
Kurmin Mashi on 5/3/92. Magajin Fada (60) is

Gbagyi and also a farmer.

Hassan Bello (HBL)

The interview with him was held at the
entrance of the district head's house in Kawo
on 10/11/91. Hassan Bello (45) is in fact
one of the sons of the current hakimin Kawo.
He (Hassan) attended the Kawo Native
Administration Elementary school in the 1950s
and later Jjoined the Nigerian army. However,
by 1970 Hassan had retired from the armgd

force and he is currently a civil servant,
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CHAPTER ONE

KAWO UP TO 191%: ITS GEOGRAPHY AND
‘4

1.1 Introduction

This Chapter basically examines the origin
of Kawo, focussing on the politico-economic
activities that took place in the area up to 1913,
The choice of our focus is mainly predicated on the
fact that any study of the growth of Kawo (or any
other place at all) which does not take into
- account its early history would remain largely
incomprehensible and therefore ahistorical. Our
focus on the early history of Kawo in this chapter
will enable us to bring out the major historical
features of the settlement., However, before we

do this, we shall discuss the geography of the area.

The choice of 1913 as the terminal date for
this chapter is not simply for convenience of
exposition but alsoc because 1913 triggered off
the eventual growth of the settlement. In fact
this was the year the transfer of the capital of
colonial Northern Nigeria from Zungeru to Kaduna

was effected.

It must be pointed out too that the evidence

for reconstructing the early history of the



2

settlements discussed in this chapter (including
Kawo) have largely been preserved in oral
traditions.1 Since we greatly rely on this scurce
we therefore, found it very difficult to quantify
certain important things such as the siza of the
population of some of the settlements during this
particular period; the number of houses in most

of the settlements; who are the earliest

autochthon/settlers?, etc.

1.2 Location

Presently Kawo lies within the territorial
boundary of Kaduna metropolis. In fact, it is
situated to the north of Kaduna and occupies an
area between latitute 10° 34'48" North and
longtitude 07° 26' g East.’ Kawo extends southwards
as far as Ungwan Dosa, and to the north as far as
Ungwan Gwari and the old airport (now Air Force
Base). To the west Kawo extends as far as Hayin
Banki and river Mashi, while to the East river

Kaduna serves as its limit (see figure one).

1. It appears that some of these traditions have
recently been officially recorded. For instance
during the course of my field research I came
across some filed documents in the Kawo district
office titled "Gen/58/KW-Tarihin Kawo Daga 1900,
Rikicin Kan Iyakoki." This means "History of
the land of Kawo from 1900: Boundary dispute.”
This record among other issueg highlights
Kawo's tradition of origin.

2. See, Gazetteer of place names (Federal Surveys
Lagos, 1973) P.36.



In addition, Kawo lies very close
to the Kaduna - Zaria rocad and it is in
fact 75 kilometers south of Zaria by
this highway. On the other hand, a
traveller who approaches Kaduna from the
south western part of Nigeria (particularly
through the Tegina-Kaduna road) or from
the North—East??n part of the country
through the Paﬁbegua—xaduna road almost
immediately notices that Kawo is an
important entry point into the Kaduna
metropolis. Today, Kawo is part of the
Kaduna North local government area and
is also the headquarters of a very large
district known as Kawo district. This
district, however, is not only made up of
Kawo, but other important quarters include

Ungwan Shanu, Badarawg,



Ungwan Dosa, etc, that currently form part of
Kaduna metropolis. And as the headquarters of this
district Kawo is also the seat of the district head,
hakimi of the district.

1.3 Topography and Climate
The topography of the Kaduna region has been

described by several writers as consisting of
a rolling park-like terrain with little relief of
about 30 metres above and below the 610 metres

. contour line.3 Kaﬁb within this general
description is undulating but with very flat land

in some places.

There are two major streams that traverse

Kawo. These streams flow from the west, or more
precisely from the river Mashi Eastwards into the
river Kaduna. One of these streams (river Isiyaku)
is situated to the South of Kawo, and part of it,
mainly to the South Eastern section, marks the
boundary of Kawo with Ungwan Dosa. The other stream
(river Kawo,) lies north of Kawo but meander less

prominently

L when compared tc the former. This letter stream
joins the Southern one (river Isiyaku) about half

way eastwards and from there flows through a

3. See, for example, E.O. Oyedele, "Colonial
Urbanisation in Northern Nigeria: Kaduna
1913-1%60" (Ph.D. Zaria 1987) P.162, among
other works.



(single) groove into the river Kaduna.

Kawo's climate like most parts of Northern
Nigeria have been influenced mainly by two wind
systems. These are the South monscon wind which
blows from the Atlantic ocean and the north-east
trades or harmattan wind which blows southwards
from the sahara deser“l:.l‘L As a result of this,
Kawo like all parts of Nigeria has two seasons

namely: damana, wet season and rani, dry season.

In line with what obtains generally in the
area, Kawo records a mean maximum temperature

- of | 32.2° annually.5

But unlike areas in the
southern parts of Nigeria characterised by a lengthy
rainy season stretching from March to November

(a period of about nine months), the damana period
in Kawo lasts for about five to six months. Rain
starts here about May and stops in QOctober or

early November. The Kaduna area, including Kawo,

receive about 102-152 centimeters of total rainfall

4. We have deliberately made geographical compari-
sons or contrasts with other parts of the
country in our present geographical introduction
to the history of Kawc. This is in order to draw
attention to the slightly but significantly diverse
nature of geographical conditions in Nigeria.
However, for more details see R.K, Udo,
Geographical Regions of Nigeria, (Heinemann,
TEEﬁan 0771) an§ X.M. Buchanan and J.C. Pugh,
Land and People in Nigeria: The Human Geography
of Nigeria and Its Environmental Background.

(London University Press, London, 1966) among
many others.

5. E.O0, Oyedele, Op.cit. P.162,



annually. The rain fall in this areas rises to

a peak from about July to September.6

The dry season, rani commences immediately
after the wet season from about November with
the harmattan. The early period of the dry season
(harmattan period) is largely characterised by
severe cold, dari and much dust, kura. The period
is also generally dry and brings about a daily
change in the relative humidity of the area. The
relative humidity during this period stands at 30
per cent in the morﬁings and drops to about 15 per
cent in the afternoon.? However, the climatic
condition changes noticeable at about February when
it starts becoming hot and uncomfortable. This
period which ends Just before the rains is known as

the bazara, which is part of the dry season.

1.4 Soil and Vegetation

Among other things, climate and vegetation
are important factors that influence the nature

of soils anywhere in the world.8 It is for this
6. Ibid. P,.103 and interview with SGD.

T J.A. Kwanashie, A Comparative Analysis of Land
Values in Kaduna Central Area and the suburban
Settlement of Rawo (B.A. Research Essay, Geography
Department, A.B.U., Zaria, 1977). P.h.

8. K.M. Buchanan and J.C. Pugh, Cp.cit. PP.8-41,
explaing this clearly.



7

rea;on that we will start off this sé@ction with a
discussion of the vegetational type in the Kawo area.
It is quite evident from various studies that
environment exerts a powerful influence on the
formation or evolution of all communities., In
addition, human belngs also play an important role

in moulding the social environment.

It is, therefore, not surprising that by 19580
i punctuated

Kawc!was (and still is)/by economic trees like mango
and éuava trees. The;e trees are scattered in

various parts of the settlement (though concentrated
in the eastern section) were planted mostly during

the colonial and post-colonial periods. In the main,
.houses and other structures now make up about three
four%h of the whole area of Ungwan Kawo. As a result
of this, therefore, it is difficult to give accurately

the vegetational characteristics of the area.

The Kaduna area (Xawo inclusive) is generally
characterised as having the Northern Guinea
vege'ita'tion.9 It is therefore, not surprising that
within the vicinity of Kawo's Karkara, the important
trees found here, ameng others, were the dorowa
(Parﬁil Oliveri), Kuka (adansonia digitata) and Kawo

(Afzeli Africana).10 The Kawo tree in particular was

9. Ibid. P.35-16.

10, Interview with Hassan Abdullahi (HAD) 8/11/91
and SGD.
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quiée dominant in the area. The British described

it as one that did not pose any menance, since it did
not{harbour and spread tsetse flie's;11 The Kawo

treé does not support creepers and climbers. It is
also widely beliesved that the area derived its name
from this (Kawo)} tree which was dominant in the

I
area.12

j As far as the soil type in Kawo is concermed,
the region is largely made up of the ferruginous
soils, Jarkasa. This sort of soil is typical of
tropical region of Nféeria.13 The Ferruginous soil
is highly weathered and markedly laterised by the
loss of silica, and its temperature (which is generally
mach higher than that of the scil type in temperate
regions) ranges from 25 to 32°C at 30 cm depth. The
water holding capacity of the Ferruginoussoil is

good and crops generally respond well to the application

11. NAX SNP 17/1 10,222

12, There is a consensus among my informants, both
Gbagy's and non=Gbagyis that the settlement
derived its name from the Kawo tree. In fact
this word is derived from Hausa language and
all my informants are agreed on this. In the
Gbagyl dialect the word for the Kawo tree is
Palai (for more details on this see page 12
of This chapter).

13. For details on this soil type (among other
soil types specifically in Northern Nigeria)
See, J.M. Kowal and D.T. Knabe, An angloclimato-
logical atlas of the Northern States ¢f Nigerila
{A.B.U. Press, Zaria, 1972) and W.D., Clayton,
A Preliminary Survey of Scils and Vegetation in
Nigeria (Kaduna Soil Survey Section, Ministry
of Agriculture).




of phosphate fertilisers in it. Crops that
grow favourably in the area of Jarkasa particularly
in Kawo include, groundnut, cotton, cowpeas,

sorghum, millet, etc.1h

In addition, a comparatively small area of

Kawo has the lowland or Fadama scil, This soil
type occurs in areas of low depression with

fairly high water table or along the river Kaduna
and alsc along the two streams rumning through our
area of study (Kawo). The fadama soil type is
heavy, blackish an& fine textured, of alluvial
origin and of high fertility. It holds enough
moisture because of its high clay content and could,
therefore, be irrigated for an all year round
cultivation. Crops like rice and sugar cane grow
favourably on an annual basis along the fadamomi,
while during the dry season varieties of millet
15

and other grain crops are also grown,

1.5 Pre=1913 Settlements Around Kawo

It is quite evident that Kawo was in

existence with a number of other settlements around

14. Interview with HAD

15. For more details on Fadama soil see W.D. Clayton,

OE.citd
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the Kaduna area before Kaduna was established

by the British ceolonialists in Nigeria in 1913,
The historian who proposes to examine the history
of Kawo from its genesis up to 1980 can certainly
not neglect the history of the varicus settlements
that surrounded it (Kawo) before 1913. This is
because, among other areas, the early history of
these gettlements give some indication of how
present day Kawo society evolved. We shall now,
among other things, focus on the histery of the

_settlements around Kawo before 1913,

One must state right from the onset that our
knowledge of the early settlements in this area is
limited. The region has not been studied by
archaeologists. Hence, the little we know so far
depend among other sources, on oral accounts. And
these sources seem to suggest that Gbagyi settlements
have been in existence in this area as far back

as the 14th century A.D.16

Our informants are guite clear that
these early Gbagyi settlements were generally small

and scatterred around present day Kaduna regicn.

16, Max Lock and Patners; Op.cit. P.19 and
this is also indicated 1n E.0. Oyvedele,

Op.cit. P.1606,
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The prominent of these early settlements in
t%e area were: Kakugyi, Mashi Kueci, Kaina, Bidna
|

and Apalaita. '’

It is believed that Kakugyi, which was
situated around Kurmin Gwari in present day
Kaduna, derivedits name from a bush rat, very
small but very common in the region.18 On her
part, Mashi Kuci (presently known as Kurmin Mashi)
i$ believed to have derived its name from the
wooded nature of the valley in which the settle-
ment was situated:19 Cral accounts maintained

that Mashikuci was founded by Gbagyli migrants from

17« I came across a manuscript that discussed

early Gbagyi settlements in present day
Kaduna region. Contributions to this manuscript
were made by members of the Kaduna Gbagyi
Dattawa (elders) Association and it was edited
by Pastor Baba Fada of the Assemblies cof God
Church, Nasarrawa road by Junction rcad Kaduna.
I also benefitted from E,0. Oyedele's work
cited above., In addition, for early Gbagyi
traditions I interviewed a lot of Gbagyi people
like Likko Maidoro {L¥M) and Dauda Makoshi {DAM)
who both reside in Ungwan Gwari, Other are
Ishiaku Alkali (IKA) the "Sarkin Gwari® of
Ungwan Dosa, Magajin Fada (YGF) of Kuramin Mashi,
Pastor Baba Fada ?PBF), Suleiman Yahaya (SCY) of
Kawo and the "Sarkin Gwari" of Kawo. In addition
1 interviewed Madaki Kurmin Gwari (MKG) and Yerima
Sarki (YRS) in Kurmin Gwari -Kakuri. I also
had a group interview there in Kakuri. All
interviews cited above were conducted in March
1992,

18, Interview with LKM, DAM and MGF and cited in
the manuscript in the possession of PBF.

19. Cited in manuscript with PBF.
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Kufena area (Zaria) led by an elder known as
Janukpe . 20

Bidna on the other hand, was situated in
the area presently known as Barnawa, and it is
believed that it derived its name from an
exclamation ("Bidna oo" meaning "I'm stuck"), made
by the leader of the Gbagyi founder of the settle-
ment, when he got stuck in the swampy bank of the
river (Kaduna) close to which Bidna was eventually sisee
situated.21 Kaina (yhich was situated around the
_vicinity of present.éay Kaduna Air Force Base) was
founded by the Gbagyi who are said to have emigrated

22 1% is believed

there from the Borno region,
that Kaina derived its name from a prominent rock
outcrop in the region with a stream that flowed
close to it.23 Lastly Apalaita was situated around
present day Kaduna central market. The name of

the settlement is derived from the Kawo tree, which

in Gbagyi dialect is palai. Apalaita according to

20, Ibid. and Interview with MGF Op.cit.
21, Cited in the manuscript with PBF.

22, Interview with LKM, DAM, MGF, and SLY.
23, Ibid.
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Cbagyi informants means "under the Palai trees."zu

It is important to stress here that E,O,
QOyedele's study alsoc mentioned fhe settlement.25
He also revealed the existence of other early
Gbagyi settlements like Kupei situated around the

area where the Kaduna prison is presently situated.26

As we mentioned earlier these Gbagyi settle-~
ments arcund Kaduna were generally small and
spatially dispersed.27 However, there is sufficient
evidence28 to showfthat the settlements related
with one another sccially and economically. This
levels of relationship included inter marriages
and the exchange of agricultural products. This is

not surprising because apart from being situated

2, Ibid. and PRF,

25, E.0. Oyedele, Op.cit. P.166. He however
referred to it as Palihi,

26, Ibid, and corroberated by LKM, DAM, PBF and

27. The reasons for the small and scattered nature
of the early Gbagyi settlements in the region
are not exactly clear to this writer. However,
E.0. Oyedele Ibid. P.16l4 has argued that this
pattern was largely occassioned by the nature
of the environment in the Kaduna region,

éB. Interview with LKM, DAM, IKa, MGF, PBF, SLY,
YRS.
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within a common territory, they alsc had certain
important binding features. A common language,
for instance, was the main feature that binded
these settlements. The high degree of internal
linguistic homogeneity among Gbagyi groups enabled
them to maintain their culture and values as well
as a sense of affinity for most part of their

hiStOch

They belief system was another important
feature that broughE the Gbagyi's together. It
. 1s therefore imporfgnt to discuss this., The
Gbagyi generally believed in one Almighty God known

9

as Shenkwo or Shikoki.2 Shenkwo was considered

the King of both the visible and invisible universe
ayni and was equally regarded as a just Judge.

But Shenkwo was also considered too great and
distant to take active interest in the daily minor
affairs of human beings. For this reason therefore,
he was only consulted through intermediary gods
Oshna (pl. Oshana). These intermediary gods had
their own various oracles, and the main oracles

included Kakai and Megiro. Kakai was the oracle

whom the Ghagyis appealed to in cases of infectious
diseases, while Megiro was the oracle appealed to

in cases which were of relative significance.

29, 1Ibid. and E.O0. Oyedele Op.cit. PP. 170-171,
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To the early Gbagyi in and around present
day Kaduna region, the lesser dieties and/or
divinities mentioned above were all subordinate
to Shenkwo, since their vocation and functions
were determined by him, Therefore, Shenkwo was
usually the last resort when all lesser dieties
failed. The belief was that Shenkwo knows all

that would happen to them {Gbagyi), Shenkwogyelo

aﬁd would never abandon them. God!'s distance

from them was regarded as an advantage, that it
increased his'affeétion and love, Taggida.30 The
Gbagyi generally belief that their morals came
from Shenkwo therefore, they placed great emphasis
on social conduct, especially respect for elders,
and they alsc regarded it as particularly immoral

to deny strangers water, food and shelter.

It is important to point out here that the
Gbagyi alsc related with non-Gbagyi groups. We
know for instance, that from about the 15th
century there were migrations of non Cbagyi's
made up of professionals and scholars from Bormo

into Hausaland, and from Hausaland inte the

30. 1Ibid.
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Central Nigerian region.31 It would appear that
some of these groups had early contact and
relationship with precolonial Gbégyi settlements
that dotted the Kaduna area. This was particularly
the case with the predominantly Fulani cattle

rearers.,

It is clear that Fulbe cattle rearers moved
during the precolonial period from one place to
another feeding their cattle irrespective of
ethnic or political. boundaries. These pastoralia-
. lists lived in temﬁorary shelters away from the
settled Gbagyi communities; and it is apparent
that the well watered and fine grazing land of the

region attracted them to the area.32

It would seem that the Ghagyi inhabitants
of Kakugyi, Kaina and Bidna (among others)
encouraged Fulbe pastoralists to have temporary
camps hear their various settlements. They did
this, among other ways, by ensuring that good

grazing land was reserved seasonally for the

31. See, Y.B, Usman, "A Reconsideration of the
i History of Relations between Borno and

Hausaland before 168&" in Y.B. Usman and Nur -
Alkali (eds) Studieg in the Precolonial History
of Borno (Northern Nigerla Publishing Company,
Zaria, 1983) P,20L and Adamu Mahdi, The Hausa
Factor in West African History (4.B U. Zarid,
1976) among others.

32. Interview with LKM, BAM, IKA, MGF, PBF, SLY,
ete,
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pastorialists. They alsc provided them
(pastorialists) with gifts, such as millet and
potash during their stay. The Gbagyl did these
becauge cattle dung aided them greatly in their

farming activities.

Hausa traders were another important group
from the north that developed some relationghip
wifh the Gbagyi in this area. These traders
visited the Gbagyi settlements, to engage in
economic exchange in commodities such as salt and
. clothes, for farnm ﬁroducts like millet and
guineacorn.33 We also have traces of mutual
interraction between the Gbagyl and people to the
South, particularly these of the Central Nigerian
34

region.

But the relationship between Gbagyi
settlements and the ethnic and occupational groups
from cutside the regicn, did not remain casual cor

seasonal, 8ignificantly, there are evidence that

33. Ibid.

34, For a discussion of linguistic similarities

: between these areas see, J.H. Greenberg, The
Languages of Africa {(Indiana University,
Bloomington, 1906) and J,A., Ballard "Historical
Inferences from the Linguistic geography of
the Nigerian Middle Belt", Africa. Vol.XLI.
No oh-, 1971 . :
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even before the 18th century, certain groups
particularly Fulani and Hausa were permanently
segtled around and within present day Kaduna

35

region,

The earliest settlement founded by a
Fulbe group was Kikinau situated to the south-
west of present day Tudun Wada in Xaduna, This
was followed by Barnawa. Available evidence
seem to suggest that Barnawa evolved around the
vicFLnity of Bidna before the end of the 18th
. century. Lastly Mékera {which still retains the
same name) was said to have been founded by Fulani
and Hauga scholars, Mallams, who emigrated there
from Bormo. These migrants first settled around
XKatabu. However, due to the mysterious deaths
experienced at the settlement near Katabu, they
(mallams) were compelled to move into present
day Makera area by the late 18th century. It is,
however, quite clear that these Hausa-Fulani
migLants met the Gbagyi settlements of Kakugyi,

Mashi Kuci etc, fully established when they arrived

35. Evidence provided by Musa Abdullahi (MAB)
Interviewed in Kakuri, Dalhatu Sarkin Makera
(DsM) interviewed in Makera (both in March
16G2) and M.G. Smith, Government in Zazzau
1800-1950 (0.U.P. London 1960) P.137 among
other sources. '
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ot thotr eveitusd destination,®

These non-Gbagyli settlements interracted
socially and economically with the existing
Gbagyi settlements in the area and also with one
another. For instance, the Gbagyi obtained meat,
milk and butter from the predominantly Fulbe
cattle rearers (who explored the region from their
bases, particularly Kikinau) for farm products

such as millet and guinea corn.

TThe existence.bf non-Gbhagyli settlements in
the Kaduna region, coupled with the movement of
people in and out of the region did not signifi-
cang¢gtly alter the basic elements of language,
culture and religious belief of Gbagyi settlements.
In fact these developments had a limited impact
on the culture of these Gbagyi communities. This
was probably because the non-Gbagyi settlements in
the region were largely (if not completely)

without 37
established [/ any war. Therefore, the
question of a conqueror imposing its culture and

values on the defeated did not arise. Moreover,

Gbagyi settlements still outnnmbered non-Gbagyi

3b. Ibid.
37. Ibid.
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ones in the region up to the close of the 19th
century.38 This implies that in terms of
incorporation, the situation was clearly in their

{(Gbagyi) favour.

Broadly speaking, by the late 18th century,
the sarauta or Habe dynasty of the Zazzau state
subordinated the Kaduna region under its political
influence.39 Not long after this, that is during
the early 19th century, a socilo=-economic upheaval
(Jihad) was experienped in Zazzau and in other
- Hausa states.uo Twé Fulani lineages already
permanently settled before 1804 around the present
sité of Kaduna learnt of the plan to launch the
Jihad and subsequently aided the Jihadists in
achieving victory in Zazzau. These lineages were
theEBornowa led by Yamusa and his brother Bapaiyo

and the Suleibawa led by Mallam Kilba and his son

Abdulsalam.u1 It is, however, not our intention

t
38, Ibid. and E.0. Oyedele, Op.cit. among other
sources.
I
39.! E.0. Oyedele, Ibid. P.167 and Abdullahi Smith
"Some notes on the History of Zazzau under the
Hausa Kings" in M.I., Mortimore (ed.) Zaria and
Its Regions; A Nigerian Savannah City and 1ts
Environs (LDept. of Georgraphy 4A.B,U., Zaria,
Cccasslonal paper No.l, 1970). P.86.

40, For details on the Jihad and the consequent

¢ establishment of the Sokoto Caliphate see
M. Last, The Sckoto Caliphate (Longman, London
1977) among others.

41. M.G. Smith, Op.cit. P,137.
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to establish whether inhabitants of two of the
three non-Gbagyi settlements mentioned above
actually collaborated with the Jjihadists. Our
intention however, is to show further that the
Kaduna region was also influenced by general
developments that took place in the Zaria region

even before the Jjihad,

On the whole, we can say that important
developments took place within and around the
Kaduna region during the 19tk century. The
.period for instance,-witnessed the emergence of
another prominent settlement within the area.
This settlement was (still is) Rigachikum founded

by a Fulbe group who emigrated there from Katsina.h2

Politically, there is a general claim among
non-Gbagyi informants that the non-Gbagyi
settlements within the Kaduna region were organised
largely on lineage basis, with each settlement
paying its own tributes directly to Zaria.u3
However, these same non-GCbagyi informants also

corroborate the fact that precolonial Gbagyi

settlements collectively had their own means of

L2, Interview with MDY who is currently writing
an M.A. (History) thesis on Rigachikum in
A.B.U. Zaria.

i3, For instance MAB and DSM hold this view.
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sending tributes to Zaria independent of the few
non-Gbagyli communities. Thus, the Gbagyis

here had evolved a rather complex political
structure that particularly enhanced their tribute
payment to Zaria during the Emirate ez*a.mL It is
to this aspect that we shall now address our

discussion.

In general, the Chief, Otsu was the highest
organ of authority and power in each of the Gbagyi
settlements. An Otsu was usually advised and
. assisted by a Council consisting of the elders of
the various households. This council of elders

was known as Asagba or Garuko and the Otsu had no

independent powers outside it.

The household was an important political
unit in each Gbagyi settlement. An household head
who was usually the oldest male settled disputes
and in fact controlled a2ll affairs of his unit.
In gvery serious cases of adultery, slander, etc,
between households however, ward heads were
approached for settlement. By implication, therefore
the authority of ward heads was more than that
of household heads. Ward heads were the elders of
the particular guarter where they resided in a
specific settlement, These ward heads, among other

functions, ensured that decisions reached by the

Ly, Interview with LKM, PBF, DAM, SLY, MKG and
cited in manuscript with PBF.
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Ctsu and his council were carried out effectively

in their various quarters.

The serious cases in each settlement were
however, referred to the QOtsu and his cabinet.
Such cases included disputes pertaining to farmland
and witchcpaft. It is important to note that the
Otsu title was not hereditary in each of the
Gbagyl settlements. It usually alternated between
various families. However, it was the council of
elders that selected a new Otsu whenever the need

L5

" arose.

It would seem that the officeof the Qtsu
provided its various holders with opportunities
for the accumulation of wealth particularly during
the 19th century. Such opportunities were derived
from his powers of allocating communal land to
indigenes and non-indigenes, powers of granting
permission to pastoralists to graze arcund his
settlement, powers for granting fishing rights,

etc,

Available evidence would seem to suggest
that the Gbagyi communities in and around the

Xaduna area had already éeveloped some form of

45. Ibid.
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legislative council among themselves during

the early/mid 19th century. If a crime was
committed that involved two or more settlements,

the chiefs of the settlements concerned usually

met somewhere in the bush to conduct investigations.
Through such means disputes that could not be
handled within a settlement were r'esolved..L|r6 On
the surface, however, it would appear that these
Gbagyi settlements were largely independent of
each other, But the aspect of tribute collection
. for Zazzau clearly.indicate that the chief of a
particular Gbagyi settlement had acquired slight
but significant edge over the others in the

region. We need to elaborate further on this

issue.

Available evidence seem to indicate that each
Gbagyi chief after collecting tributes from his
territory forwards same to the chief of Kakugyi
who was regarded as the Sagbagyi (King of Gbagyi
in the whole region). It was therefore the
Sagbagyi who forwarded tribute to Zaria.u7 The

emergence of the Sagbagyi in Kakugyi has been

46. 1Ibid.
47. Ibid.
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recorded to be due to the comparatively dense

nature of the settlement as well as its commercial
significance, In fact, it is on record that Kakugyi
by this period was made up of about 300 household
units and that it was alsc an important caravan

center in the trans-Saharan trade network L8

(see figure 2).

The emergence of the office of the Sagbagyi
coupled with his function given above indicate
that his authority cuts across clan or geneological
- boundaries (all othér chiefs in the region were
under the Sagbagyi). The significance of this

political development for our study derives from

48, Contained in manuscript with PBF. On the
question of thepopulation of all 19th century
settlements around present day Kaduna, our
attempt to cite figures from the records left
by European travellers of the 19th century
like Wallace W. Clapperton H., Paul Standinger
(Vide Bibliography) have not been fruitful,
However, on the basis of the number of household
given for Kakugyi in the 19th century (that is
in the manuscript with PBF and mentioned herein)
and since our Gbagyli informants agree generally
that the average size of a Gbagyi household was
not less than 10 in the 19th century, one could
suggest that Kakugyi had a population of about
3,000 people by the 19th century. My Gbagyi
informants like PBF and LIM claim that the
other walled Gbagyi settlements of the 1S¢th
century were about er a little bit more than
half the size of Kakugyi interms of our suggested
estimate.
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the fact that it indicates that each Qtsu had a
territorial unit from where he collects tributes

and exercised political control,

In the economic sphere, our informants are
clear that the predominantly Gbagyi settlements
and the few non-Gbagyi ones in the Kaduna region
(as well as groups that did not settle permanently)
related harmoniously with one another throughout
the 1%th century.ug In fact, commercial relations
in the area increased significantly. This
development led to theemergence and growth of
markets in some of the settlements such as Kakugyi,

Masghi Kuci, Kikinau and Kaina during this era.

It is important to stress that inspite of
all these the Gbagyi settlements remained largely
agricultural communities., The inhabitants of
these settlenents grew crops like sweet potatoes,
millet, guinea corn etc. Another important crop
grown but on a comparatively limited scale was
cotton. To the Gbagyi land belonged to god and
it was a gift for them and other societies for

survival. 0Ogni-Zahabwye, Zhni Sheooiynanu, "land

or wilderness is the property of the supreme deity".

4S. The little discussion we have been able
to make on the nature of the economy of Gbagyi
settlements in the 19th century was derived
from interviews with MAB, DSM, PBF, LKM etc.
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Land therefore, was seen as something not to be
denied anybody who wants it, provided it was
available, No wonder, therefore, that land was
always communally owned while the right of occupation

was usually granted by the Otsu.

Apart from household farms Afabwa which was
the basic unit of production, during the late 19th
century, the Gbagyis also set aside communal farms
known as Ozhi-fa. These farms were often managed
by the various chiefs on behalf of their communities.
_After harvest, the ﬁéoceeds of such communal farms
were usually shared by the Otsu and his cabinet,
another proportion C&y of total harvest) was retained

and used to entertain official guests.

In terms of labour, household farms were
usually cultivated by members of the specific unit.
For various reasons, however, househclds often
extended invitation to other households to assist
them, on their farms. This sort of cooperative
farming was known as gwonyi. There is however, no
evidence that the Gbagyis used slaves in their
various economic activities, especially famming.
In fact the Cbagyi regarded it as unmanly to use
someone else's labour to do a piece of work that

50

one could do.

50, Ibid.
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Apart from farming, the Gbagyi also engaged
in other economic activities during the 19th
century. For example, elderly women usually wove
cloth like Jeboje on vertical looms, while men
wove mats and baskets., In addition, most, if not
all important Gbagyi settlements had their own
blacksmiths who produced items such as the big

hoes, Zukwc, small hoe, Zukwo beyi and axe, Azeh.

These items were used as implements in agricultural
production., Perhaps the markets that emerged

during the 19th century in the region were formed
around the activities of the blacksmiths, weavers,

etc. Finally, there is evidence that the Gbagyi

were engaged in local or rather restricted pastorialism

and fishing during the 19th century,

It is however, important to point out that
the history of the Gbagyis in our area of study
is certainly not devoid of contradictions and
conflicts. That there were conflicts is particularly
indicated by the fact that by the 19th century some
of the important Gbagyi settlements like Kakugyi,
Mashi Kuci and Kaina had already built walls
51

around their settlements, However, we do not

1. Ibid, and cited in manuscript with PRF.
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as yet have evidence of wars between the various
Gbagyi communities. In addition, we also do not
have evidence that the Gbagyl initiated wars against
other people, In fact, the GCbagyi see war as
disruptive of occupation and way of life and thus

did anything to avoid it.52

Gbagyi traditions, however, are replete with
stories of attacks made on them specifically by
the emiral troops of Zazzau particularly during
the late 19th century. We find it necessary to
- recount one of thesestories since we consider it
relevant to our understanding of the origin and

history ofpresent day Kawo.

This particular tradition states that: a
savage and surprise attack was launched on the
Kaduna region soon after Kwassau assumed office
as the Emir of Zaria (that is around 1897)., That
the attack in an unprecedented fashion took place
at the peak of the farming season and was
occasioned by the refusal of Gbagyi settlements

to pay tribute to Zazzau for sometime,

52, 1Ibid.
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The tradition maintains that the settlement
of Kaina was the worst hit., The inhabitants of
Kaina were out farming and not well armed when a
band of invaders who were said to have camped
temporarily at Rigachikum (for the night) launched
a surprise attack on the settlement. As a result,
the Gbagyi deserted Kaina. However, it is claimed
that the attack was meant to serve as a warning to
other Gbagyi settlements in the area, thus, they
were continously on the alert. It should be
.pointed out too thaf the story of the desertion
of Kaina is important for our discussion.

>3 on the origin of Kawo

Available traditions
seem to suggest that it was founded after the
Sokoto Jjihad. The traditions claim that the
migrants who founded Kawo settlement came from Kasar
Kano. The Kano civil war that dominated the major
part of the last decade of the 19th century led to
the migration of Hausa and Fulani out of the

region.

The Fulani leader of the migration was said

to be one Gani, while some of the migrants were

53. Recorded from informants like SGD, HAD etc.
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slaves. That, the first place of call was a place
where several large Kawo trees were found, from
which the settlement got its name, Finally, the
traditions maintained that the migrants who founded

Kawo consisted of about two hundred men.

The impression that one gets from the above
tradition is that the Kawo area was uninhabited
before the arrival of these migrants from Kano.
Thig cannot be correct as we have attempted to show
earlier in this chapter. The issue here is that
the tradition tries to justify the present day non-

Gbagyl control of the area.

As far as migration from Kano is concerned there
is sufficient evidence that in the 1890's the whole
of Kasar Kano experienced a period of intense chaos
and d:i‘scn"dta'r.slL The crisis followed the death of
Muhammed Bello in 1893, in which the Caliph
(exercising his influence from Sokoto) appointed his
(Bellos') eldest son, Tukur, as the new Emir of Kano,
This decision was unpopular in Kano and in no time
a rebellion aimed at deposing Tukur as the Emir of
Kano, for the popular ex-Galadima, Yusuf, was

55

organised. This resulted in a ecivil war basasa

Si. For details See A.M, Fika, The Political and
Economic Reorientation of Kano Emirate Northern
g%éeria C.1082=-1010, (rh.D. University of London

3) and his: The Kano Civil War and the British
Qver Rule 1882-19L0 (Ibadan, C.U.P., 1978).

55. A.M. Fika, The Kano ...Ibid. P.51.
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which was characterised by intense chaos and
disorder throughout Kasar Kano. This resulted
in several group migrations out of Kano. Some

of the migrants moved to settle in Kawo.

One issue that could be raised here is that
the name Gani does not seem to be common among
the Fulani, This notwithstanding other evidence
seem to corroborate this view of Kano immigrants.
For instance, a historical record written by a
committee (headed by the Chairman Kaduna Local
Executive Representative Council) commissioned in
.197u by the then North Central State government to,
among other things, trace the history of the Kawo
district and earmark its boundary (particularly
in relation to the Gabasawa district) revealed
that, some of the migrants that fled from Kano
56

during the civil war settled in Kawo,

The account by Fika seem to indicate that
the claimed migration from Kasar Kano in the Kawo
tradition took place at about 189, because that
7

was when migration from the area was at its peak.

56. Gen/58/KW - Tarihim Kawo Daga 1900,
Rikicin Kan Iyakoki.

57. A.M. Fika, Op.cit. P.57.
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But when one considers the Kaina tradition, it is
clear that the settlement (Kaina) had not yet
been deserted by this date. Therefore, it is
likely that the migrants from Kano took
permission from the QOtsu of Kaina to settle in

his territory.

Following the raid and desertion of Kaina
however, it would appear that the migrant Hausa-
Fulani group constituted itself as the owners of
their new settlemeﬁt. In essence, therefore, the
history of Kawo as a distinct settlement from Kaina
must have occured in the mid 1890s. It is also
clear that Kawo from this date began to develop
some form of relationship with the inhabitants
of the neighbouring settlements. The major ones

58

were; Mashi Kuci, Kikinau and Rigachikum.

B+5.1 Economic Activities

Qur focus in this section will be on the
beginnings of the economy of Kawo before the
establishment of Kaduna in 1913. And since an

economy is a system for the production and

58, Interview with SGD and HAD.
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distribution of good and services then it must
be stated from the onset that agriculture was
the mainstay of the economy of the settlement.
And inspite of the fact that the new settlement
was located close to the Kaduna river, fishing
was not a major pre-occupation of the

thhanttaita, 7

Land, it should be emphasised, is a necessary
prerequisite for production in any agricultural
society. The Hausg—Fulani settlers in Kawo at
this time believe that the whole land area in
the region belonged to God. That, as the residents
in the territory, they have been bestowed with the

powers of controlling the region by God.

Furthermore, there was no private ownership
of land in the region before the advent of
colonialism. What obtained however, was that
each individual household gida had its own
farmland, gandu which it puts into permanent
cultivation. And as a result of the
availability of land as compared to the number
of migrants in the area, an househcld that
wanted to acquire new land merely cultivated the

land. Thus, land acquisition/ownership by the

59. 1Ibid.
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households largely depended on the first to
cultivate a given land, while right of tenure

was through inheritance.Go

The land tenure regulations or nature of
land use in Kawo was however altered with the
imposition of colonial rule on the region.
Although it is very difficult to say precisely
when colonialism was imposed on the settlement,
it is however logical to assume that this took
place at about 1902, that was the year that the
whole of Zaria Emirate was regarded as been

colonised.61

On British conquest of Nigeria especially
with focus on their main motive for penetration
and conquest62 a lot has been written. An
important thing for us to note here, however,
is that soon after conquest the British formulated
several policies and proclamations which helped
them to achieve their primary objective in colonial
northern Nigeria. Most if not all of these
proclamations especially those on land had far

reaching consequences.

60, Ibid.
61, For details see M.M. Tukur, Op.cit.

62. See Ibid for the specific case of Northern
NigeTria.
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As early as 1502, for example, there was a
land proclamation which categorised land in Northern
Nigeria largely into crown and public land.63
This ordinance was however modified by another
one made in 1910.6lL But with these two
proclamations land in colenial Northern Nigeria,
was largely regarded as crown or imperial
property. Significantly, the inhabitants of Kawo
as a result of these could no longer exercise
absolute control over their lands as was the case
. before the advent of the colonialists. Thus,
colonial land procalamations facilitated the
acquisition of some portion of the Kawo land area
for railine construction. The portion acquired
stretched from the South western edge of present
day Kawo to the North~western portion of the
settlement, The demand for land in Kawo by the
colonial govermment in Nigeria for its activities

did not stop there as we shall discuss elsewhere

in the work.,

Be that as it may, farming activities in
Kawo began during the bazara, the period when

farmlands were cleared and prepared for cultivation.

63. F. Lugard, Political Memoranda (Frank Cass,
London, 1970). P.3456-340.

b4. Ibid. P.350,
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With the beginning of the rainy season "ruwan

faduwar damana" sowing of staple crops begins in

earnest, These food crops include guinea corn,
dawa and millet, gero among such variety of

crops that grow favourably under the geographical
conditions that obtained in the settlement.65
Between the period of sowing, shuka and harvesting,
Girbi a lot of farming activities took place.
However, farming activities were also carried

out during the dry- season in Kawo. Such
activities were génerally carried out along the

66 It is significant to note here that

fadamomi,
all of the above mentioned farming activities
could not have been possible without human labour.
Therefore, it is crucial to discuss the factor

of labour employed in the agricultural economy of

Kawo .

Earlier, we showed that some of the migrants
67

from Kasar Kano were slaves, However, it seems
that immigration into the Kawo area was synonymous

to emancipation for most if not all of these

€5. Interview with Zakari Yau (ZKY) and Hassan
Bello (HBL), both on 10/11/91.

66. The Shadoof method was used during this
season for the cultivation of grain crops
and vegetables,

67. See page31 of this chapter.
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slaves.68 With this development and also as a
result of the nature and level of agricultural
technology, which we hope to discuss below, it
therefore became necessary for agricultural
production to be based on household units in early

Kawo.

Indeed all members of an household
including household head Maigida, women, mata and
children yara in Kawo were usually involved
alongside each other-in tilling household farm
gandu. But it remaiﬁs clear that in the course
of this collective agricultural production females
withdrew home at intervals in order to, among

other things, prepare meals for others.69

Apart from collective labour, an household
that found it difficult to till its own farmland,
extended invitation to neighbouring households
to help out. Such invitation was known as gayya.
An invited household accepts such invitation
voluntarily without expecting any fee for such

services rendered. However, it was the unpronounced

68. Interview with SGD, SKY, HBL and HAD. These
informants constitute our main source for
the discussion of the early economy of Kawo,

69. Ibid.
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duty of the hosting household to feed such

labour force.?o

It is significant to note here that these
various forms of agricultural production were
subsequently significantly altered with the
imposition of colonial rule on the settlement.
This change was brought about through various
colonial proclamations such as those on sil.an.rem,r,?1
etc. However, the important thing to note at
This point is that apart from farming, livestock
‘rearing constituted a relatively important sector
of the emerging Kawo economy. There are evidence
that a considerable number of households reared
sheep, goats, cows etc, in our area of study
during this era.72 Such livestocks were largely
acquired from nomads who seasonally passed through
the Kawo area. It is significant to note that the
livestock acquired by the residents of Kawo through
this means were reared locally. Indeed, each

livestock owning household assigned one or more of

it's members daily for this purpose. In all,

70. Ibid.

71. For details on colonial slavery proclamations
see F. Lugard, Op.cit. P.217-225.

72, Interview with ZKY and SGD.
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both the livestock reared locally in Kawo
and those that seasonally passed through the
settlement provided manure which aided greatly

the farming activities of Kawo residents.

The agricultural implements used in
production in Kawo included the hoe, fartanya,
large bladed hoe, galma digging hoe, sangwami
etc. Available evidence also seem to indicate
that in this early period, the household of
Abdullahi dan Sarkin Bawa was largely reponsible
for the production of Farming implements used
in Kawo. Among other things Abdullahi's household

used apparatus like Uwar Makera (the anvil)

lassaba (hammer) etc, in the production of iron
implements., And in the course of production

one or more members of this same household usually

74

worked on the bellows, Zuga-zugal.

The Kawo blacksmithing households usually
acquired their raw materials from iron miners
yantama end/or their brokers dilalai who were
based in areas like Afaka (about 8 kilometers

northwest of Kawo) and Rigachikum, situated about

7. Interview with Ibrahim Abdullahi (IAD;, Isa
Mohammed (IMD) and Muhammed Musa (MMA
These interviews were conducted in August
1992.
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the same distance to the north. And on their

part the yantama and dilalai got iron ore from

deposits situated around the vicinity of the
aforementioned settlements and sometimes from
more distant regions like Fawwa and Kankara in

75

Katsina.

It is significant to note however, that
while the household that produced iron implements
in Kawo usually produced what it could in excess
of what was required in the settlement, it also
*(due to insufficient skills) could not produce

76 It is therefore

such items as sword, tamami,
not surprising that by 1813, Kawo had begun trading
with neighbouring settlements such as Mashi Kuci,
Kikinau, Afaka, Rigachikum. We were informed

that Rigachikum was the most prominent trading
center patronised by inhabitants. The use of
donkey -Jaki was the main means of transportation
of its periodic markets. Human porterage was

however also common.77

But in order for us to understand the nature

and essence of the various ecconomic activities

75. Ibid.
76. Ibid. and SGD, SKY etc.
T77. 1Ibid.
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outlined above, we need to examine the social

relations of production that was dominant in

this period.

1.5.2 Socio=Political Developments

There is no doubt that Kawo was a small
society before the establishment of Kaduna in
1913, One can also surmise that the political
conditions that obtained in the Zaria Emirate like
the persistence of political raids and such other
activi't:i.@s?ts contributed to the location of the
settlement immediately after the marshy area of
the river Kaduna. That is, to the far South East
of present day Ungwan Kawo. Also for security
reasons, the households were not scattered but
close to each other. And since nature had already
provided enough mud and grass in the area, the

houses were made of these materials.79

The houses in Kawo were makeshift in character
with millet stalks, Zana, used in some cases to
surround compounds. The houses were also round

and water for household consumption (and other

78. See M.G. Smith, Op.cit. PP.178-196 for
details of these political conditions.

79. Interview with ZKY and SGD.
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uses) was obtained mainly from river Kaduna.

In addition, in order to warn inhabitants of Kawo
of potential threats and also to announced the
arrival of visitors etc, volunteers (at least one
was chosen from the various households on a daily
basis) were regularly stationed at the bushy area

daji of the settlement,

Mention must be made here that Kawo village
did not remain at the location it was founded,
To understand why this was so, it is essential to
' state that the wholé essence of the various
colonial slavery proclamations, was to release
potential labour for the colonial system and
thereby replace slave labour with peasant cor-vee

labour. Lugard himself stated that:

The single duty which the law imposes

upon the people /iIn colonial Nigeria/

without remuneration is the maintenance

of roads and water ways.%0

It is therefore not surprising that during
the early colonial era a lot of activities were
carried out by means/or use of forced labour.
One of the main projects that was carried out
through forced labour before the close of this

period was railway construction. This project

was carried out hastily by the British colonialists

80. F. Lugard, Op.cit. P.243.
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in order to facilitate the economic exploitation
of the countr'y.81 The important thing for us

to note, however, is that it was colonial railway
pclicies and projects that, among other things,

led to the relocation of the Kawo society.

The earliest rail line in Northern Nigeria
was the Baro-Kano line, Although the construction
of this rail line started in 1907, the first
survey party for the project visited the Zaria
Province only in 1908, Yet it was only in the
year 1909 that most of the construction work of
the railway line was carried out. By 1910 the
line reached Kawo. And by 1911 the rail line had

reached Zaria City.82

According to our informants, once rail way
construction activities reached Kawo, the
colonialists compelled the villagers to move from
the immediate vicinity of river Kaduna to areas
closer to the railline (Baro-Kano) being

constructed. That is about three kilometers

81. Among other works see "Infrastructures of
exploitation Transport, Monetary Changes,

82.

Banking etc" by S.A. Olarewaju in T. Falola (ed)
Britain and Nigeria, Exploitation or Development?

(London, Zed Book Ltd, 1987). For a
discussion of why railway was hastily constructed
in colonial Nigeria.

NAK Zarprof 2559,
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northwest of its initial location.83 This shift
was to ensure that the Kawo society performed a
rocle marked out for it by the colonialists
particularly during the course of the construction

of the Baro Kano line.8J+

The Kawc community were expected to provide
food to the railway workers (mainly forced
labourers). Households in Kawo prepared their
local staples such as guinea corn and millet for
the rail workers. This they did without receiving
. any fee. In fact Kawo households provided free
food supplies to forced labourers, among other
reasons, because they were informed by colonial
agents that the railway been constructed was
specifically meant to enhance the prosperity/

85

commercial base of their settlement.

In addition, one o¢of our informants disclosed
that in the course of the construction of the
Baro-Kano line, the colonialists often ordered
some of their forced railway labourers to assist

the inhabitants of Kawo in their farming and cooking.86

83+ Interview with SGD, HAD, ZKY, IAD etc.

84, Ibid.
85, Ibid,

86, Interview with SGD.






