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Abstract

This thesis investigates, fromthe point of
view of Chafia clan, the contentions questioN of
the extent to which indigenous Igbo society
changed under the pressure of colonial and
m ssionary establishnents. It has a total of six

chapters including the conclusion.

Chapter one is an invocation of the Marxian
node of production concept for a portrait of
Chafi a soci o-economc formation on the eve of
British intrusion. This is intended as a basis
for gaugirg the extent of social change and

continuity that occurred over the colorial period.

Chapter two examnes British efforts at
political and admnistrative control of Chafia
t hrough the novelty of native courts and a
revol utionary systemof justice. This is shown
to have introduced far-reaching changes in Chafia
society especially as the new code of behavi our
was antithetical to such custons as warfare and
human sacrifice lIgbo reaction and political pre-
deliction, however, obliged the British to engage
in intermnable | ocal governnment; reforns which in
the end still failed to conpletely transform or

repl ace indi genous oontrol systens.

In the same way the activities and inpact of



xiia
christian mssionaries are examned ir chapter
three. Mssionaries were deeply convinced that
Chafia custons were 'barbaric' and deserved to be
jettisoned. Their schools becane a powerful
I nstrument of canpai gn against Chafia custons.
M ssionaries sowed a seed of far-reaching trans-
formation in Chafia, particularly as they con-
verted individuals in the comunity and prepared
the children for carreers which radically departed
fromthe traditional ones. But, as long as these
converts rermained in Chafia, they found thensel ves
In a socio-cultural mlieu where christian ethics
al one was i nadequate. They therefore continued
to lean on the discredited Chafia culture for support

even wi thout knowi ng it.

In chapter four, we bring out the inpact of
the school nore clearly. Colonialismhad cl osed
such avenues for achievenent as warfare and sl ave
raid and replaced them w th education. By 1940
several people had recorded various achi evenents
In western education. It was fromthis tine that
anewelite, arned with education ard sal ari es,
enmerged to eclipse the traditional elite of warriors
and yambarons and to begin to influence and direct
Chafia society towards a western-oriented path of

nodernity.

Meanwhi | e, the colonial pax had solved the
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security problem of Igboland and drawn Ohafia
people irto the burgeoning produce trade. But the
participation of the Ohafia people was highly
limited, since they lacked the resources reeded in
the colonial economy, Yet, the flooding of their
markets with superior manufactures, the extirpation
of traditional currencies, and the monetisation of
their economy helped to integrate the pre-capitalist
Ohafia economy with the advanced capitalism of the
west. Ohafia people had to migrate to urban centres
in various parts of Nigeria and ever beyond to be
able to benefit from the colonial economy. This
army of migrants were also harbingers of social

change.

By our terminal date, far-reaching changes
had been introduced into Ohafia society. But this

had not destroyed the essence of Ohafia society.
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Glossary of Igbo Termg (in Ohafia dialect)

Aduo % Inferior varieties of yam common

f‘P J ip the period before the advent
Hkea of casszava,

Achichi Place at &£lu Village where

Uduma ‘szema, thé leader of the
migrant community of Ohafia

into their present site, was
burried. It is a sacrosanct
place and decisions taken in the
place is rigidly honoured.

Akpan Tpaditional law enforcement hody.
Dike Warrior

Ezi Compound

Ezeji Chief priest of yam deity.
Ikoro Tom~tom

Ite igwe Large iron pot

Ite-pot Alumipum pot of average size
Mnai zia ugbo Imported gin

Mfijioku Yam deity

Mpipie Scouting

Ndi ichin 0ld men (conceived as a

political body).

Nnu celect society of distinguished
yam farmers.

Nsibiri Picture writing used especially
by members of Lkpe society.

Nchuchu Standard for measuring palm oil.



Omu
Ogbuji
Okogbus

S e

Ohaezi

Qhaogo

Umuakaa

Ukerabuo

Uche
Ududu

ujo

Ufiem
Ukazi

Ugzo 1iJje

Young palm frond

pitle(for distinguished yam
farmer

A1l the members of 2 compound
(copceived 28 political OT legal
body) e

411 tae sdnlt cembels of =
villass (conceived a3 a political
or legal pody e

A political syd legal body
higher in rapk than AKpaDe

Age-based women political and
legsl bodye

Vigil

Ancestral deitye.
Coptemptious title for a man
who h=ad not yet tegsted the
opieal of ware

warrior title

4 variety of vegebable

8o journ



INTRODUCTION

Location of Ohafia

Uhafia is one of the commurnitiss that form
Cross river Igboland. vuross giver Igboland
constitutes one of the five major ethnographic
divisions into which Forde and Jones have split the
Igbo pec:»ple.,'I It is a culture area® embracing the
communities ranged along the left bank of the Cross
River. arochukwu forms the boundary of Cross River
Igboland to the south and within this southern zone
are Ihe, Ututu and Isu communities. Further up-
stream are Qhafia and Awam communities whe ghare a
common ancestry. The middle section of the river
valley is inhsbited by Afikpo, Uburu, Okposi Edda,
Nkpore, Abiriba and Igbere communities. To the
nerthern limit of Cross River Igbwland are communities

3

within the Ezza, lkwe and Ezikwo group. (See

attached map 1)

1. D. Forde ard G.I. Jones, The Ibo and Ibibio-~
speaking peoples of south-eastern Nizeria, published
Tor the lnternatioral african Institute by the
Oxford University Press, lLondon, Lew York and
Toronto, 1950, p. 10.

2. what I imply here is culture area as defined
by M.A. Onwuejeogwu. JSee his "The Igbo culture
area" in F.J. Ugbalu and E.N. Emenanjo (eds)

Igbo Language and Culture, Oxford, 1975, p.6.

3. 0.U. Kalu, "The battle of the Gods: Christia-
nization of Cross River Igboland, 1903-1950",

Ohafia Review; the lMagazine of the Ohafia People,
Vol. I, no. 2, Dec., 1982, p.J.

i
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Of the Cross River Igbo commurities,
Ohafia is located closest to the Cross River
ard or a 'hoe-shaped ridge' at the extreme
rorth-eastern correr of the western Cross
gRiver basir. Her immediate neighbours are
Nkporo arnd kdda to the porth, Ihe ard Ututu
to the south, Abam to the south-west ard
Abiriba to the west. OUn the eastern marchlard,
Ohafia is separated from the Cross River by a
splinter of ror-Igbo clars, ircludirg Ikur,
Usukpam, Era ard Biakpan. It has ap estimated
area of 11” square miles, rournded approximately
by latitudes 5° 30 ard 5° 55 worth and longi-
tudes 7° 45 apd 7° 45 ard 7° 55 east. By the
1973 cersus, Chafia had a populatior of about

120,000 dispersed over its twerty-five villages.

The Problem

Between 1885 and 1906 Turopear powers had



partitioned ard colorised Africa ard had

started to let lose or their respective
colonies, differenpt influerces aimed at social
trapsformatiopr. This thesis is a study of the
impact of the secular and missionary aspects

of these irfluerces on Chafia clap. Its central
problem is the cortertiocus questior of the
extert to which indigenous Igbo society (or,
indeed, Africap societies) charged under the

secular ard missiorary pressure of Lurope.

The secular ard missiopary irterests
of Europe ir africa were separate ard often
antagonistic brarnches which, pevertheless,
had such close associatior as those of birds
of the same feathers. Unce ore was established,

the other came ir. Ir mary areas the two came



together. Herde Montagre has observed, quite
correctly, that"the effort to spread the
christiar gospel has beer tied historically
to Zuropear exparsior ir the commercial,

L It was orly

political or military spheres'.
in rare cases, as in Northern VNigeria, that
the operatior of missioraries was restricted

evep after the secular arm had become firmly

established.

Though it was from the activities of the
missioparies that altruistic purpose was more
easily discerrible, the ostersible goal of the
two brarches was the same —~ to 'civilize'
Africa. Apd whatever differerces ir detail
their methods might have had , they shared the
common convictior that africar customs were
obpoxious ard reeded reform. It was, therefore,
rot easy for Africars to see the two otherwise

thap as differert faces of the same coir:

1. ©OSee G. Balandier, "The colorial situa-
tiopn: A theoretical Approach", ir Immaruel
Wellersteipr (ed) bocial Charge: The Colorial
Situation, Johr wWiley & oborns irc., lew York,
I'ordon, oydrey, 1966, p.39.




"Christiarity was simply the ritual aspect of

Europear 0010rialism”.2

The secu.ar, missiorary
ard commercial irfluerces of rurope were the
primary dyramics of change ir colorial Africa.
In the words of Ch-a. Julier, "three forces

have disintegrated Africa: goverrmental

admipistratiop, missionaries anrd the new econouly".5

That colorialism irtroduced change in
Africa may be regarded as a foregore corclusion,
for colorialism produced what has beern referred
to as the colorial situation which, accordinrg

to Wallersteip mears

that some ore imposes or a

giver area a new irstitutior, the
colorial admiristratior, goverred

by outsiders who establish new rules
which they ernforce with a reasorable
degree of success. It mears that all
those who act ir the colony must take

2. F.B. Wilbourn, "Missiorary stimulus
and africar Resporses", ip Victor Turper (ed),
Colopialism ip africa 1870-1960 Vol. three
Profiles of chapge: africarp society and
Colonial Rule, Cambridge Uriversity Press,
Cambridge, 1971, p. 310.

3. ©GSee Balaprdier, op. cit. p.39.




some accourt of these rules ard

that irdeed ar ircreasirg amourt

of each ipdividual's actior is
orierted to this set of rules rather
thar to ary coth:r set, for example
the tribal set, to which he formally
paid full heed.4

Turid descriptions abound of the
consequences of the successful impositior of
the colonial situatior or of colorialism. It
has been showr, for instance, how ir less
than a century, the Europear absorptior of
Asia, Africa ard Ocearia "trarsformed the
shape of humar society through force ard the
imposition of reforms, ofter bold reforms".
Colonialism itself has beer limped as ar "act
of social surgery".5 Germar to have "shattered
the fabric of ilerero life..”6 Apd ir their
respective works, Michael Crowder ard
Catherire Conquery-Vidrovitch have showr the
debilitatire effects of colorial taxes on
Frepch colories. It was these taxes that

4. Immaruel Wallerstein, Africa, The .
Politics of Irndeperdence, New York, 1961, p.31.

5. Balardier, op. cit.

6. L.H. Garr anrnd Peter Duignrar, The
Rulers of German Africa 1884-1914, Stanford
Uriversity Press, otarford, Califorria, 1977,
P19%.




compelled the Mossi of Upper Volta, Zaberma
from Niger ard Gao from Sudar to embark on
large scale emigratior from their respective

territories ard to become harbirgers of social

7

change.

Ir summarizing the impact of colopialism

on Africa, J.F. Ajayi has stated:

(a) Colorial rule was accompanied by the
cultural impact of BEurope ip terms
of christiapity, westerr education,
western social, religious and
political ideas which have made a
deep impression on african institu-~
tiors. The impact of christianity
was rot limited orly to those who
became conpverted or came urder the
direct irfluerce of the church.

(b) The colorial regimes ruthlessly
suppressed practices that were
ircompatible with the christian
traditions of the western society
like humar sacrifice, twir murder,
trial by ordeal ard so or. In doirg
so, they shook people's corfiderce
ir the old gods ard the old social
order...

(e) More thap anythirg else, African
political irstitutiors ard the
ipstitutiors of chieftaincies ir

7. Michael Crowder, West africa Urder Colonial
Rule, Hutchirson of Lorndon 1r Assoclation with
Ethiope Publishirg Corporatior, Bepin City,

1968, p. 335-339. 3See also M. Crowder, "The
Impact of Cole¢rialism" ir John N. Pader ard
Edward W. Soja (eds), The Africap LExperierce

Vol. I kssays, Northwesterrn Uriversity lPress,
Evapston, 1970, pp.23%3-249; ard Catherire
Conquery-Vidrovitch, "French Colorization in
Africa to 1920: Admiristration ard Ecornomic
Development" ir L.H. Gapr ard FP. Duignan (eds)
Colopialism ir Africa 1870-1960 Vol. I The History
an olitics of Coloplallism, 1 =1 , Cambridge
OUniversity Press, Cambridge, Lonrdon, New York,
Melbourre, 1969, pp.165-198.




particular were subjedted to
great pressures. otates were
crushed, suppressed, divided or
amalgamated at will...8

It may be taken for grarnted, thnerefore,
that the available literature or the subject
provides a basis for the corclusior that
colopialism produced charge among the aAfrican
societies that came withir its orbit. But
wher we move from this poirt ard ask questions
as to the extert to which Africar society
charged urder colorialism, opirior splits
amopg scholars. Some think that the changes
were very basic ard revolutiorary, ard use
such words as 'disruptior' ard 'disinrtegration'
to show the impact of colopialism orn Africa.
Others feel that the charges which occured,
though far-reachirg, did rot destroy the

esserce of the respective societies irvolved.

8. J.F. aAde Ajayi, "The cortipuity of
African Ipstitutiors urder colorialism",
T.0. Rapger (ed), Emergirg themes of African
History Froceedirgs of the Irnterrational Congress

of Africar Historiars held at Uriversity VCo
College, Dar es Salaam, Uctober 1965, ELast
african rublishinpg Hous€, lairobi, 1968, pp.195-
196. ©See also J.F. Ajayi, "Colorialism: Ap
Episode i» africar History", Garrp ard Duigran,
Colopialism ip africa, pp.497-509.
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Professor Ajayli has drawr attertion to

important dyramics in pre-colorial iAfrica to
show that charge was pot perculiar to the
colorial period. The Mfecare, for instarce,

was a movemert which resulted ir corquests,
assimilations, creatior of states ard the
impositior of rew larguage ard rew ways of

life. It begar ir Natal ir the 1820s ard withir
forty years it had started affecting the lives
of people arourd Lake Targaryika. Agair, it

is still ar oper questior which has beer the
more revolutionary evert ir the history of
Massina: Seku Ahmadu's Jihad or the Frerch
conquest? OUr ir the history of the Yoruba,

the pipreteerth cerury wars or British corquest?9
The view of Professor Ajayi or the whole issue
of the extent to which colorialism cunanged

Africa is that "charge is the esserce of human

9. Ajayi, lhe Contipuity of Africap
Institutiors,p. 1T9%.
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that urder colorialism, just as ir the

several ages before, some irstitutiors charged

while others cortirued; ard that as always men

ard womeéh thad to adapt themselves ard their

institutiors to charge".

10

Lady Sylvia Leith-Ross had reasoned along

similar lires as early as 19%9 wher she portrayed

the margirality of christiarity ir the 1life of the

Igbo corvert. By implication she challerged the

orthodox view that christiarity had depatiopalized

tribal peoples. BShe submitted:

Such a tremerdous load has been
sudderly put upon shoulders rot yet
ready to carry such a mixed burder that
it is ro worder the bearer falters,
turrs back, or rests a while ir the
familiar world of his owr customs before
resumirg the christiap path. The orly
real surprise is the fact that he does
not seem to krow that he is doirg so,

so that, with ro strair or corflict,

he car atterd communior and believe in
'medicire', keep, urtil he is fourd out,
a 'church' wife ard several ‘rative
marriage' wives, tie up preciously in
the same correr of a hardkerchief his
rosary ard the shaped bit of 'iror for
juju' made for him by ar Awka black-
smith,.«.11

1.

Sylvia Leith-Ross, Africar Womep: A

Study of the Ibo of Nigeria, Faber ard Haber,

Lordor, 1939, p.29%.
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Also expressirg similar opinion, an out-
standing scholar of colorialism ir West Africa,
while fully admittirg and stressirg the exten-~
sive irnovatiors of colopialism, cautioped ir

the irntroductior to his woerk that:

rlore importart thar the brevity of
colorial rule is the fact that it had
little impact or the peoples of West
Africa. Frotectorates were established,
but for the most part ro radical charges
were made ir the daily lives of the
people... the major revolution ir the
lives of the peasarts, had already taker
place before the colorial era.12

The reverse view, however, has beer
expressed by other scholars. C.L. Temple, for
instarce, has talked of cLuropear irfluerce

getting the african divorced from his "patural

13

ertourage"”" ard hevirg him "alierated". Ir the

same vein, Basil lMathews opined that

Fifty years ago Africars lived wholly
withir a commural way of life that

gave guidarce for every act ard at
every stage of growth... rhat way of
life, though limited, was complete.

It was irtelligible. It formed what

we called a cosmos. Loday that little
cosmos is breakirg dowr irto chaos...14

12. Crowder, West Africa, p.7.

1%. C.L. Temple, Native Races ard their
Rulers oSketches and sStudiles of Cfficial Life ard
Administrative Problems in Nigeria, Prark Cass,
LOI’YdOD ’ (2ﬂd ed-'r'o ) 19@.

14. Basil Mathews, Corsider Africa,
New York, 1936, p. 15, cited ip Perelope
Hetherirgton, British Paterralism and africa

1920-1940, Frark Cass, Lopdor, 1973, p.69.
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Leonard Barres was ever more forthrignt when he
insisted that "Europear ecoromic peretration of
Africa has set up corditiors to which the clar-
bord, the tribal structure, the old urity of
Africar life, is ro 1lorger 1:-ele*\rart"./]5 Even

ir the case of such pecples as the Igbo who are
said to have beer highly receptive to western
iprfluerce, in cortrast, for irstarce, to the Pakot,
there is still a divergerce of opirior ir relation
to the extert of their social charge under the
colopial impact. while some thiprk that western
influerce hardly touched the spripgs of indigenous
Igbo society, others thiprk that it completely

trapsformed the society.

Or this issue, Professor urere started off

from the gereral premise that

When backward peoples were suddeprly
corfrorted by a powerful moderr state
ard were rnot giver time to adjust
themselves to the rew situatior the
peoples irvariably lost their stability
ardi become disorgarised.’16

From this he wert or to derive corclusiops in

terms of 'disirtegratior' of irdigerous society

15. Leorard Barnes, bmpire or Jemocracy?,
p. 160, cited ir Hetheringtor, op cit. Pp.72.

16. J.C. apere, Southerr FNigeria ir
Trapsition: Theory ard Practice 1r a colorial
Protectorate, Cambridge Uriversity Press, Cambridge,
1966, p.T1.
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under colorial rule. Accordirg to him, indirect
rule was ar 'alier svstem of local goverrmert
which effectively urdermirzd the "tribal system"
ard produced chaos',1? Professor kigechi erdorses
this stardpoirt. "British penetratior by military
force", he irsists, "led to a break dowr of law
ard order resultipng from the weakenirg of the

mechanisms for preserving irterral order”.qB

This disirtegration thesis, as it stands, has
been rejected by Professor Afigbo as far as Igbo-
lapd is concerred. He explains that Igbo
institutions rever broke down or got disorgarised
apd that wher, in 1951, the British abandoned the
idea of Native admipistration, "it was not because
the indigerous irstitutions of the Igbo had
collapsed, but because they had successfully
resisted beirg remoulded to suit the so called
19

modernizirg reeds of the colorial goverrment".

Aecording to Afigbo,"the greater majority of the

17. Ibid, p. 250.

18. F.K. £kechi, Missiopary Erterprise ard
Rivalry ir Igbolapd 1857-1974, Frark Cass, Londop,
1971, p. 147.

19. 4a.E. Afigbo, Ropes of Sapd: Studies in
Igbo History ard Culture, Uriversity Press Ltd.
in Assoclatior with Uxford Upriversity Press,
xford, etc., 1981, pp. %48-349,
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Igbo today are kept or the path of lawful corduct
not orly by the police ard the army but also by
traditional cortiols exerted at the village group

level".20

The presert study is loceted withip the
context of the above disagreemerts. By studyipg
the details of colorial ard migsionary impact on
the Igbo commurity of Ohafia, we hope to make
gsome cortribution at the micro level to the

resolution of this cornflict.

20. Ibid, p. 349.



Chapter 1

OHAFIA SOCIO-ECONOMIC FORMATIOL BY 1900

Introduction

The main aim of this chapter is to show how
Ohafia society was orgaunised before the onset of
colonial domin~tion. For this purpose we will be
guided by the Marxian base-superstructure model.

This is founded on the conviction that man is, above
all else, an economic animal. Work is the primary
condition for his existence. It is by labour that
man creates and re-creates his entire material life.
By creating and re-creating his economic conditioms,
man also creates his culture, history and civiliza-
tion. Most important, he also creates his conscious-
ness, for even consciousness is essentially an effect
of his 'environment', Our most important assumption

in this chapter is that man is as he 1.¢.rc:>r-llc.f3..’I Our

1. I owe the gstatement of the Schema here to
Claude Ake, A Political Zconomy of Africa, Longman,
Nigeria and Lew York, 1981, ppr. 8-13%; see also
J. Eaton, Political Economy: A Marxist textbook,
International Publishers, New York, 196, pp. 10-18;
my organisation of the chapter has been influenced
by G.T. Emeagwali, 'Model-building, Explanation
and History; the Marxian pre-capitalist model and
pre-capitalist socio-economic formation of Igboland,
Eastern Nigeria', Ph.D thesis, A.B.U., 1984.

5%
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position, however, is far from crude economic

determinism.

The Nature of rroductive Forces

Chafiz is =plit into two by the south~eastern
protrusion of the Nsukka - Udi - Okigwe range of
hills. The villages on the eastern side of this
hill -~ asaga, Okon, Amuke and Abia, for instance,
which are also closer to the Cross River - tend to
be better watered than those on the hill like Ebem,
Elu and Amaekpu, or west of the hill like Ndi Uduma
Ukwu, Nkwebi and Oboro. This, however, is not a
rigid rule because some of the villages west of the
range like Isiugwu are superbly watered. On the
whole, Ohafia has a fairly even if not uniformly,
good drainage. ©Some of the rivers like Ukogoro and
Uduma z2re long and drain many villages in their
respective courses. Fishing was therefore not
unknown in OChafia though we are yet to come by
evidence that this was practised on a large scale.
Generally, however, Ohafia rivers were shallow and
full of obstructions especially of vegetable
materials. This is what has produced a counter-
effect in terms of navigation. It was not until
the beginning of the colonial period that Uduma

river, for instance, was cleared and made navigable.
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As is the case with pre-capitalist societies,
the main occup~tion of the Ohafia was farming. And
descriptions of Igboland in the 19th century
relevant to the area always ewmphasize how much the
landscape had been modified by the human presence,
almost covered with orderly and productive farms,
Wwhere the yam was the central crop. In the extreme
south east of Igbolarnd where Ohafia is located, an
observer wrote:

As far as I could see, it had been

cleared entirely of the original forest,
only a few of the larger trees being

left here and there around the villages

or in plantations. The absence of forest
was compensated for by the numbers of palm
trees extending in all directions round the
villages... s The fields seemed to be almost
entirely devoted to yam cultivation,
although maize was scattered in patches
between some of the yams; and in the

small gardens around each house and com-
pound in the villages themselves cocos

and eddo yams were grown, 25 well as
pumpkins.?2

Occupctions other than farming were pursued
only on part time basis, for every body was first
and foremost, a farmer. Even apparently successful
traders were still big time farmers because to
remind a man that he is 'ori mgbe ahia 1°rs', one

who eats what the market holds, is to humiliate

2., F.0. 2/63%, Casement to MacDonald, 10
April, 1894, cited in Elizabeth Isichei, The Ibo
People and the Furopeans; the Genesis of a
Relationship to 190%, Faber and Faber, London, 1973,
DefCe
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himé The fact of everybody engaging in agricultural

pursuits underlines the importance of land as a means

of production.

I the maip, land was owned and controlled on
behalf of the people by elders and lineage heads.
In principle individuals exercised usufructuary
rights and 17nd could not be alienated. In pract’ .=,
however, Ohafia or, indeed, the Igbo in gemeral, had
institutionalized weans of alienating land. This
included 'kolz tenancy' and 'showing' tepnure. On
the whole, important customs associated with land are
not in consonance with communal ownership of that
means of production. For instance land was sold to
pay membership fees of title societies and as
compensation for homicide°4 It was in the face of
overwhelming evidence of land aliernation that
Emeagwali insisted that access to land in Igboland
did not correspond with simple communalism.5 Indeed,
even when a piece of land belonged to such a large
segment as ikwu or umunna, the economic trees in
them, according to Chubb, belonged to specific

. 3 6
individuals amorg them. In as much as there was nc

3, V.C. Uchendu, The Igbo of south eastern
Nigeria, Holt, Reinhart and Eins?bn, Lew JOork,
CEicago, etc, 1965, p. 27.

4, Ibid

5. FEmeagwzli, op. cit. p. 311.
6. L.T. Chubb, Ibo Land Tenure, Ibadan
University Press, Ibadan, 1907.
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equgl access to this chief means of production,
there” was property differentiation in our
area of irterest. It is important to note that this
property differertiation,as will become clearer in
the course of our analysis, was mainly in favour of
elders who controlled access to land. This ought

to be borne in mind for the purpose of appreciating
the social change implicit in the introduction of
western education which was the harbinger of salaried

jobs.

The chief traditional source of wealth was yam
which was indisputably indigenous to west Africa.
The fact that Ohafia people started growing yams
from time immemorial is clear from the allusions to
this crop in the oral tradition. It is said, for
instance, that the reason why Ohafia left Isieke for
their present site is connected with the envy of
Ibeku people of the former's better technique of
and success irn yazm cultivation. Yam remained the
dominant and most important crop im Ohafia till the
early years of this century when it was supplemented
with cassava. But even after the diversification of
Igbo, including Ohafia, economy by the introduction
of these new crops like cassava and maize and the
coming of new treding opportunities between the 17th
and 19th centuries, yam continued to feature as a

presbige crop that was to be owned by a man of
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substance. 'The importance of yam', writes Prof.
Onwue jeogwu, 'is secn ir the ritualization of yam
culture called IFEJlOKU,7 in the countrol of yam
force by Eze lri and in the yam title which was
taken by individuals that were able to grow so many
thousands of yams and so many varieties at a given

time'.8

In the days before the advent of cassava Ohafia
had such wild growing substitutes for yams as Ukpa,

Akpo, Anina and Adu. It was thse respomnsibility of

women to provide these as well as the other items
of food other than yams. The extensive palm belt,
in Ohafia also yielded an abundance of o0il palm.
Evidently this specific crop was common in the
market9 but it was not until the beginning of this
century and after the clearing of the Uduma river
that it became extensively commoditized. Unlike
yams which turned to a piece of luxury during

the dry season period, palm o0il featured
in most of the meals. Hence a certain Ohafia
sojourner in €al=bar, on being presented with a

meal of pap for tae first time in his life, took

7. Ohafia people pronounce it Nfijioku.

8. lM.a. Opwuejeogwu, 'The Igbo culture area'
in F.C. Ogbalu and E.N. Emenanjo %eds), Igbo
Language and Culture, Oxford, 1975.

9. Oral information from Ibe Ochea, about &0
of Mi Ochea Cle compound, Akanu-Ohafia, 7/11/85.
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exception to it and derided it as food without oil.

Thers were a rumber of part-~time professions
which supplemented farwinz, The more important
ones, apart from small scale trading which many
women did, were carving, smithery, hunting,
divination and the medical profession. The forest
wood provided ample raw materials for carvers.
According to Basden, carving was a skilled occupation

10

confined to professioral men. They produced such

objects as chip-carved doors and panels, stools,

11 one of

dancing masks and kola and snuff boxes.
the most enduring testimonies to carving industry in
Ohafia is the large ikoro or tom tom strategically
mounted at the village square of each village. In
the days of yore, the ikoro was beaten to summon
people during emergency or ceremony. The practice
continues till today. Other extant relics of the
carving industry are the huge ritual posts ornately
carved and the massive 'fetish' figures carved in
wood, some of which are being preserved in situ and
officially called Ohafia posts by the National

e

museum of Nigeria. There have been testimonies

0. G.T. Basden, Among the Ibos of Nigeria,
Frank Cass, London, 1921, p. 1/0.

11. Ibid. Confirmed by my fieldwork informa-
tion.

12. F.0. Nsugbe, Ohaffia: A Matrilineal Ibo
People, Oxford University Press, Oxtord, 1974,
pp L] “6
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also, to the effect that much of Ohafia fetish
objects ~ Ikwan was cited as an instance - were
carved by foreigners who were more often than not

13

eventually sacrificed to thesc objects.

Smithery was also important in Ohafia in the
period under consideration. It should be borme in
mind that Ohafia people were next door neighbours to
Abiriba, one of the most renowned smiths in Igboland
in the pre-colonial periocd. The source of iron for
smiths is not difficult to locate. 'Slag heaps
indicating a long period of iron-mining can be
found in numerous places to the north-east of
Igbo Ukwu in the hills from Oji River to Enugu'.14
Since smithing profession gave the license for long
distance travelling without molestation, we cannot
rule out the possibility that Ohafia smiths travelled

up to this area to procure their supply of iron. 1In

1%2. Oral information obtained during a
discussion session I held with some elderly men
resting at Obu Nkwa shed at ®mlu. Those who
participated in the discussion and contributed ideas
are: Uka Dike, aru Udomnsi, Imaga Uka, Ebe Uchendu,
Olugu Onwuka, Ksalu Irouwa, Nhdukwe Kalu and Udonsi
Oji. Information derived from this diecussion shall,

henceforth, be cited as Obunkwa Interview'.

14. David Northrup, Trade Without Rulers:
Pre-colonial Economic UVevelopment in South-eastern
Nigeria, Clarendon Fress, Oxford, 1978, p. 18.
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the main, however, such supplies were got from
ibiriba people who were Ohafia mentors in smithing.'’
Indeed, it may be said that Ohafia smiths made very
minimum impact since or=l tradition is emphatic that
Ohafia obtained their iron weapons znd other

implements mainly from Abiriba and Nkwerri smiths.16

Be that as it might, by the opening of this
century, Ohafia smiths were already in such far away
places as Bonny and Opobo where they forged hoes,
matchets, gongs, nails and other smaller items.q7
Some tried their hands at copper bracelets and
anklets. Iroha Ckebulu who is now about 63, showed
the present writer hig father's anvil which was said
to have been inherited from his grand father. Both
were said to be renowned smiths who practised in such
nearby clans as Ikun. Iroha could remember that it
was smithing that occupied his father during the

long dry season per:i.od..’18 It was through such

15. OCOral information from Obunkwa interview.

16. 1bid.

17. Eke Kalu, 'An Ibo autobiography: The
Autobiography of Mr Eke Kalu Ohaffia's well-
honoured son', The Nigerian Field, vol.VIII, no.4,
Oct., 1938, pp. 158-9.

18. Oral information from Iroha Okebulu of
about sixty in his residence at Ekeluogo, Ebem
Ohafia, 10th April, 1985.
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profession that O\g{ig people earned revenue with

which to supplement their farm products.

another itineraky profession was the medical.
In peneral, medicine meg or ndi 4gwu were distinguished
from other professions iy the society by their special
skill to cure diseases, their esoterie knowledge of
special language and symbalism over which they held
exclusive monopoly. The profession is in the category
in which members held the ofo jje which enabled them
to travel freely in pursuit of thair professians with-
out let or hindrance.19 The medicine they gawe was
of different kinds rangine from concoctions of hayrbs
to powder or charms to put on. Because they had to
cure people of various diseases, the mediqal practi-
tioner had to master the medicinal values of plants,

animals arnd other natural objects.

Another important occupation was hunting. It
has been related that in the days of yore before the
pressure of population began to swallow up both
space and creatures in the bush, the Ohafia area
abounded in game. It was hunfers who helped to track
down this game and bring home as food to supplement

available sources of protein. Other people who, in

19. w.I. Ofonagoro, [rade and Imperialism in
southern Nigeria: 1881 - 1929, Mo ishers
International, New York, London, Lagos, 1979,

Pe52s
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strict terms, could not be said to be hunters, also
killed game especially by traps. Occasionally,
hunting or ichu nta was organised communally
especially during the dry season period and animals
killed would be shared out in accordance with
tradition 2nd custom. Frofessional hunters, however,
fulfilled a definite role for the community. First,
they were encouraged to wander far into the confines
of the territories of each village or clan and in
inter-village or inter-clan dispute, the bunting
extensions of a village or clan were often claimed as
territorial confines of such a clan or village. In
Ohafia hunters were the first to start using such
sophisticated armour as guns. It is on record that
warriors had initially resisted this eqguipment
because it did not give room for a display of manly
courage. srmed with guns and other weapons, hunters
went out in the nights, first to track down game, and
then to alert the community of any impending danger
of attack. On the other hand, they easily disposed
of any wayfairer who failed to give good account of

himgelf.=©

It is in connection with, in fact, in the

20. Based on oral information from Chief
Anderson Okoko, above 100, at his residence along
Arochukwu road, Ebem-Ohafia, 8/11/85.
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context of , the productive forces of Ohafia that its
warfare must be discussed, for that is its proper
situation. We cannot be precise about the date when
warfare becamz a narked feature of Ohafia. But the
view is widely held that in the heydays of the
Atlantic slave trade, the services of Ohafia warriors
were indispensable to Aro slave raiders. What is
clear from my field work and from published sources®

is that by 1900 Chafia society had a distinction

betweer Dike and Ujo. The former was the man who

had tasted the ordeal of war as confirmed by his
trophy of human head. He was honoured with the
Ufiem title and had many privileges in the society.
He could, for instance, marry as many wives as his
resources allowed him and was qualified to seek for

the higher titles like the yam title of Ogbuji or

Okogbua.

In contrast, the Ujo was the man who had not

been to war. He was the target of humiliating and

21. SHome of the published works include:
A Talbot, Pecoples of Southern Nigeria, Vol. I,
Frank Cass, London, 1969, p. 84; Ibid, vol. III,
p. 821; F. Ekejiuba, 'Aro trade system',
Tkenga Journal of African Studies, vol. I, no. 2,
1872, E. Isichel, A history of the Igbo people,
Macmillan, Lordon and Basingstoke, 19/6, pp.81-87;
N. Uka, 'A note on the abam warriors of Igboland'
Ikenga Journal of African Studies, vol. I, na.2,
1972, pp. /6~51.
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withering ridicule. He had very few rights in the
society; he was, for example, not expected to marry
and if he d:red to do so, hiz wife must always dress
in a mourning attire. She was forbidden to put on
the prestigious joji cloth, otherwide she would be
stripped naked in the public. ©She received similar
treatment if she dared to wear ®racelets of brass,
armlets of elephant tusks or anklets which were
fashionable in those days. The Ujo was not allowed
to own 2 full yam barn otherwise his age-mates could
dispossess him by sharing out his yams amongst them-

gelves.

Given this pressure on a man to taste warfare,
there is no wonder that Ohafia society was highly
militarised by the time of arrival of the British.
There is, however, nothing perculiar in this trait.
We noted earlier the situation which produced it.

It is clear that militarization of society was the
only solution to the threat of extinction which faced
them. It is instructive to note that other areas of
the Cross River Igboland which faced similar threats
built societies similar to Chafia ir terms of

militarism.22

Such examples can be located even out-
side Igboland: 19th century Ibadan made similar
responses -to the threats posed by the jihadists.

The state of Ibadan became so highly militarized . -

- ——ﬂ ST A ol - .
22. BSee Uka, op. cit., Pe 78.

- Ak
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that it set aside the traditional hereditary criteria
for successiocn to political offices and adopted

23

military merit as the strougest credential.

It should be stated in clear terms, however,
that this regular warfare did not even attenuate the
sanctity of human life before the eyes of the Ohafia
man. The rigorous purification rituals which he
underwent, including eight days seclusion after
shedding human blood, is 2 brilliant testimony to this
fact.24 Evern the issue of cannibalism which Talbot
helped to over-play was mis-understood by him. The
fact is that human flesh was not eaten for the enjoy-
ment of it; it was because of the beliefs (of course
founded on pre-industrial superstitution) associated
with it. This case is most clearly stated in the
case of the Ibans of Sarawak who feasted on human

head. Their montives were risual:

to m=ke their rice grow well, tc 2nable
their dogs and snares to be successful
in securing game, to have the streams
swarm with fish, to give health and
vitality to the people themselves and to
ensure fertility to their women. All
these blessings the possessing and

23. See Bolanle awe, 'Militarism and economic
Development in the 19th century Yoruba country: the
Ibadan example' Journal of african history, XIV, I,
1973, p. 66; see also Uladiti S. abiodun, 'The
Impact of colonialism on the political Institutions
of Ibadan, 1893-1934' N.C.E. dissertation, History

Department, Federal College of Education, Katsina,
Kaduna State, 1986.

24. Uka, op. cit. p. 80.
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feasting of 2 fresh head are supposed
to be the most efficient means of
securing.25

It is this kind of explanation that many
traditional societies including Ohafia had for
cannibalism. The explanation of one of Miss Green's
informapts in the case of Umueke Agbaja applies also
in part to Ohafia. according to him, human flesh was
not eaten because people liked it, but in order to
boast against the enemy.26 The point therefore is
that cannitalism was a necessary ordeal. Afterall
the point has been made by Leakey that even amongst
27

carnivores, human flesh is 'repulsive and unpalatable'.

We must distinguish two dimensions of Ohafia
warfare. The first and foremost is the socio-

cultural dimension. The need to defend and secure

25. Cited in P. Vayda, War in Ecological
Perspective: Persistence, change and adaptive processes
in three oceanic societies, Plenum Press, New YOrk
and London, 1976, p. 49Y.

26. M.M. Green, Igbo Village affairs chiefly
with reference to the Village of Umueke Agbaja,
Frank Cass, Lordon, 1964, p.cb6.

27. L.S.B. Leakey, 'Uevelopment of agression
as a factor in early human and pre-human evolution'
in C.D. Clemente ard D.B. Lindsley, (eds), Aggression
and Defence: Neural mechanism, and Social Patterns:
Proceedings of the Fifth Cconference on brain
function, lovember, 1965, University of California
Press, Berkeley and Los angeles, p.5.
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society against agression in the war-torn western
Cross River basin predisposed Ohafia to reverence
for bravery and military achievement. Bernard
Barber once s2id that societies which'are internally
disturbed and changing ... or those which are in
conflict with their neighbour societies, are likely
to give greater emphasis to governing and military
roles than are peaceful and stable societies.' So
it was that the space crisis and military clashes in
the western bank of the Cross River ennobled
military achievement before the Ohafia man and
helped to integrate warfare into Ohafia culture,
The migrant Ohafia community had conquered its

way into their present site and had subsequently
carried out periodic campaigns of territorial
expansion. &and even after the borders which were
defined with primitive bravery had become secured
beyond any shade of doubt, regular offepsives con-
tinued to be prosecuted since young men had, of
force, to prove their manhood and mettle by formal
presentation of human heads which they obtained

in the course of an organised battle. In the one
dimension, therefore, warfare was a socio-cultural

duty.

It is, hawever, the second - economic dimension
of warfare that justifies our treatment of the subject

as an integral part of the productive forces of Ohafia.
It is believed that their intimacy with the Aro
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enabled Ohafia, in time, to discern the lucrative value
of slaves ard captives. With the insatiable demand
pressure from the Atlantic system for slaves, Ohafia
people started increasingly to vend their captives and
to commercialize their warfare. The fact 1s that
Ohafia had some upderstanding with the Aro and the
latter guided tuem to targets of terrorism, Pure

and simple, the two peoples were slave dealers,

though the lztter, in a grander and more infamous
scale than the former. On the other hand, the

infamy of the former in warfare (along with the

other Cross River Igbo warriors like sbam and Edda)

has tended to obscure their slave trading role.

Usually, the arc people engaged age grades which
were desirous to perform the otomu and were on the
look out for opportunities to demonstrate their manly
courage in warfare. In such cases, the age grade
was led to a 'town' which the Aro claimed had been
boasting about its (the town's) invincibility. 1In
other cases the Aro merely came to complain that a
certain people had coufiscated their trade goods.
Thenr, having provided the customary largesse for
theiconvocation of warriors and other titls-hungry
youths, a punitive raid was organised against such
people. There were also some cases where Ohafia did
not require any Aro guide especially if they saw what

they comstrued as a threat to them particularly from






