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ABSTRACT

The paper considers resource sharing as a genera
soci o-econom ¢ concept necessary for the cooperative survival
of the whol e world. There should however, be a basis for
resour ce shari ng especiall¥ anon academ c/ resear ch
| i brari es. In terns of inter-library loans, in particular,
the resources have to be in sufficient quantity and quality
bef ore sharing could be contenpl at ed. The witer found out
after a survey of 24 academc/research libraries that their
resources, both in quantity and quality, were too far bel ow
the required mninum for meani ngful sharing. Mst of the
stocks of the academc/research libraries in Ngeria are
30-40 years obsol ete. Wth a total stock of only 25 mllion
volunmes, no national wunion catalogue, coupled wth the
increasing difficulty to purchase new books and renew journa
orders abroad, due to the inplenentation of the Internationa
Monetary Fund (IMF) conditionalities, the witer concluded
that the climate for sharing resources is not conducive.

The witer has suggested that the N.A should review the
whol e concept of resource sharing, especially the idea
earlier nooted to set up a National Biblio?raphic and Lendi ng
Centre. Academ c/research libraries should be grouped into
four geographi cal zones for the purposes of resource sharing.
A selective national union catal ogue of current resources
should be conpiled by each zone and new nodalities for
reactivating resource sharing worked out for each zone. The
paper ends with a call on all librarians in Ngeria to strive
to make the nost of the library resources.

Dr. Benki S.H. Womboh is Assistant Chief Cataloguer, Federal
University of Agriculture, Makurdi, Benue State, Nigeria.
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The concept, ”resourﬂe shaﬁ1ﬂ@" G has a W1de range of

socic-economic connotations, The whale world iz existing

today mainly through the cooperative sharing of various types
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¢f rescurces. As God would have it, no nation is endowed
with all its resource reguirements! The nations af the world

have therefore been forced _to engage in _a symhiotic
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resSource sharing among academ1c/research 11brar1ee ehauld be'!
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Seen as an ac;epted norm of human ex1steﬁcaé“”"fﬂ““'““@"

. From the economic and loglstlcs points 'nf'ﬂ?iew;"hd"ﬁ
11brary can. acquire all the'reeotded information in the-"
world. So there is a limit to Wthh any lxbrary can acquire

[

1nf0rmat10n resources D (19?7) has aseerted that"

”NG ilbfaf? has ex1sted ~doas exist, or rite.

reds ever likely to exxst which completaly ‘0~

*a551milates all graphic reécords, and it “w:“'-g
‘follows therefore that from-time to time ' "
& library will naturally turn to the stack"""
of other libraries to-attempt to satisfy & ¥ 4™
specific need of ane ‘of its readers ". -owoifo

The history of libraries throughout the world and since the

inception of the library concepi, resources gre known toc have

been ehared among libraries. S1nca ne one}lxbrary was Iable_
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the diverse naeds of its readers, there had to be sharing of

resources.
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The concept of sharing became necessary also as a result
of the importance of information rescurces to development.
information 1is necessary for development because without
adequate, precise and relevant information no meaningful
progress can be made in all spheres of human endeavour. As
Hoel (1680) said "information is looked upon as a resource,
like manpower, materials and wmoney. Information is a
respurce created by the ingenuity of man, to be used by man
for the benefit of man ....." . So all the information
resources available in the academic/research libraries of
Nigeria have to he used for the benefit of all Nigerians and
the world at large.

However, a major problem arises as to the suitability,
adequacy, relevance or otherwise of the information resources
available in each or all of the academic/research libraries
of Nigeria. This problem is crucial to the development of
the mnation because, as Womboh (1987) asserted, "whenever
there is a discrepancy, for instance, in the affairs of
humanity, the causes, in most cases, are traceable to a
decision based on wrong information or a decision based on
inadequate information ". There is therefore need to know
the amount, type and quality of the information resources
available in the academic/research libraries of Nigeria. In
other words, there has to be a concrete basis or a suitable
climate for resource sharing. As Aguolu (1989) said, '"the
university, college or polytechnic library must possess a

minimum numnber of books and current periodicals, let alone
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other types of information rescurces in certain subjects, 1o
be able to satisfy the basic information and bibliographic
needs ", The suitability of the climat_e of resourcé sharing
among . the academic/research libraries of &igefié | will
therefore be  necessary 1o be determined in _this ctiﬁicai
axposition. N _  \ o

"As the theme of the seminar)workshop Eingéé ‘on ‘thé
improvement of services in academic/research librarigs
thiaugh practical cooperation, this writerrwill review .the
existing situation critically and compare it_with.the ideal
situation. Conclusions and suggestions would then bhe m;&e
aimed 2at improving the ways of resources shar;ng _amoﬁg
academic/research 1ihraries__in Nigeria. Howeyer, Ibéfdré
delving intce the critical review, it would be neceﬁsafy at
this juncture toe demarcate the planet of the papet bylway_ of
defining the key words embodied inlthe tcpic aslgelilas spall
out the scope of the paper. -

2.  Definition of Terms

2.7 Resource

L

This has generally been defined asl”ﬁéalth, supplieglbf
goods, raw materials, etc., whicﬁ a pefson) cauhtfy; efc.,
hag or can use ... ", In the contexi of tgislpfeséntéfiﬁg;'a
. resource could be defined as all the paterié;s.théf ; 1;bréry
. POSSesses. In professional parlaﬁce, ~ these are :offen
rcollecrively;..refe;req to  as liﬁrarf and f-iéforﬁétion
resources.  According to Womboh ﬁTQBSj..they. iﬂqlude suéh

materials like "books, periodicals and audio-visual materials

B
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that are provided for use by people. The books, periodicals
and audio~visual materials, such as films, motion pictures,
and so forth, are wusually housed in a building in a
systematic order for easy retrieval ".

2.2 Academic/Research Libraries

Simply stated and as the name implies, these are
libraries that are to be found in academic/research
establishments. Womboh (1986) however defined them
syanthetically as '"Libraries that are normally located in
institutions of higher learning like the polytechnics,
colleges of education/advanced teachers' colleges, and the
universities . Research libraries per se are not many 1in
Nigeria but by definition they are libraries that have
research resources eXclusively. In the context of this
paper, the term academic/research libraries has been used to
refer mostly to university libraries.

3. Scope

The paper is restricted geographically to Nigeria except
for a few sporadic comparative statements and figures. Also,
human possessions of academic/research libraries, though a
major resource, have only been mentioned. As the university
library possessess resources to support both the academic and
research programmes, and the universities by far outnumber
research institutes in Nigeria, this paper covers mostly

cooperative research sharing amongst university libraries.
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4, The Climate for Resource Sharing among Academ1c}Research
Libraries in Nigeria : _

Usually, when any commodity is in short supply or scarce
or out of reach of the majority, then the concept of sharing
hecomes imperative. However, sharing in terms of
inter-library loans may not be feasible in the context: of the
-séarcity or shortage of library materials. Ideally and
:Ilangally' a libhrary needs not just to possess. resources. but
?tb do 80 in sgufficient quantities before contemplating
| sharing with another library. Gtherwise it wauld - be .an
eéﬁﬁomié'gamble and unintelligible for a library to loan:  out
a copy of a book foar instance, if such a book is out of
print. |

| The theofetical formulation or hypothesis of . this
.writer, therefore, is that before any group - of 1libraries
could successfully engage themselves in resource sharing they
must properly plan to possess wmultiple copies of their
resources. They should also possess reprographic: materials
to'énable them loan out photocopies of materials rather than
the oriéinals as the Ptolemics of the ancient Alexandrian
Liﬁréry did. It is the efficﬁcy-of'this hypothesis that has
made it imperative in this paper tdo survey the climate for
reéoﬁfde sharing among academic/research libraries in Nigeria
ﬁiﬁ terms of the quantities of the resocurces as well as the
logistics involved in the whale affair.

A cursory  examination of the rescurces of the
academic/fresearch libraries in Nigeria would reveal that they
are too limited to contemplate any nmeaningful sharing.
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Ononogbo (1980) found out that:

Ononogbo

surveyed had a total book collection

thesis and government publications) of
volumes. Womboh (1990) also
bookstocks

of which only 24 responded.

"For whatever standard that is applied,
Nigerian university libraries have book-
stocks below their required or ideal

number .

The necessary corollary is that

user saitsfaction cannot be achieved on

that score ".

shocking basic statistics:

conducted a

also found out that the 20 university libraries he

{including Africana,
only 2,382,852

survey of

of all the 30 Nigerian university libraries, out

Table I belew shows seme rather

Table 1: Basic Statistics of bookstocks of 24 Nigerian University
Libraries
S/NO. | NAME OF LIBRARY TYEAR  ICURRENT  |GRADUATE
' 1 FOUNDED| STOCK \ LIBRARIANS
1. ix. Dike Library, U.1. {19&8 € 370, 000° { 25
2. !N. Azikiwe Library, U.N.N. 11960 | 562,409 ! 19
' : ' (Nsukka '
a a { only) {
3. {x. Ibeahim Library, A.B.U. {1962 {311,488 { 30
. : : .
4. aUniv. of Lagos Library a1962 i 250,000 a 15
5. {Bayefb Univ. Kano Library i1964 { 160,000 { 19
6. {University of Benin Library {1970 { 123,300 { 16
7. {University of Jos Library {1972 { 111,280 | 15
8. aUniv. of Calabar Library i19?3 E 89,009 i 27
9. {aamét Library, Univ.Maid. {19?5 { 117,671 { 24
10. {Univ. of Port-Harcourt Library {19?6 { 51,941 { 13
11. {U. Danfodiyo Univ. Lib. Sokoto {1977 { 105,704 i 116
. : . :
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12. IF.0.T., Owerri Library -~ . {1980 | 28 560 E 7
13, {F.U.T. Yola, Library . {1981 {12,000 { 5
14, iImo State Univ. Library {193& i 18,518 { 5
15, {Univ. Agric. Makurdi Library {1981 _{ 15,237 i ?;H
16. {A.T. Balewa.Univ. Library {1981' { 27,396 i g
17. iBendel State Univ. Library {1982. i 66,878 { 14
18. /F.U.T. Akure Library - dieez {220,000 ! 6"
19, {Ggun State Univ. Library RER {1933 i 28,921 ( 8
20. {Ondo_State Uni%ersify'tibégny' ii§83 i 30,000 iﬁﬁ"“éﬁj .
210 Uiy, of Cross R. State Library t1983 | 33,437 [ 8 "
22, é agos State UnivgrsitylLibrary 21984 -i- 30.000 i ém{j,
23. {?.U:T.WMiﬁ;;“;iB;a;}2ii h}'“'h i}gs&;. { ; 9’Q§2f i e
24. IN.D.A. (Univ.) Library - . . 11985 | 24,756 | 8
o B i RIS e
."LFThis. figufe mightmcéﬁef only the main U.I. Library - f
- - Kenneth Dike Library. o '-;QTMHPH‘:J? —
It would bhe inccnceivable to éttempt to compare;,thel_f s
resources of Nigerian Universities with those of Americaq f¢7
. Universities where a not-so-popular unlversity iék? ;Ihé.;
Princeton University llibrary has 3 million vqlumes:qff_boogSAI

- i.e. more than the aggregate book stock of .24 university

libraries in Nigeria. Even the total library bookstock of

Nigeria has been estimated by Aguolu {1689} toa be only. aboqt

4 Million volumes . Going by the local standards of the

Committee of University Librarians of Nigerian Universities

(CULNU), a new university library should have at least 20,000
volumes in the first 3 years of its establishment and should
have an annwal growth rate of 12,000 vlumeél' A sanple
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application of the CULNU vyardstick for the university
libraries set wup in 1981 would reveal that by 1990 they
should have the following stocks as calculated and shown in
Table II below:

Table 2: Expected bookstock growth of university libraries
set up in 1981 as per CULNU standards.

S/NO. |NAME OF UNIVERSITY|BASIC STOCKEXPECTED,CURRENT |DEFICIT

' LIBRARY '1-3 YEARS !STOCK AT!STOCK !STOCK
! '(1981-83) !12000P.A! :
! ! ! (12000X7) :
! ' 11984-90 !
: : : : :

1. !F.U.T. Yola ‘" 20,000 ! 84,000 !12,000 ! 72,000
! ' 1 1 ] ]
] L] 1 ] ]

2. ‘'Imo State Univ. | 20,000 ! 84,000 18,518 | 65,482
i 1 | L] t

3. lUni. Agric.Makurdi! 20,000 | 84,000 }15,237 ! 68,763
1 1 L] 1 1
L} ] ] L] 1

4. )A.T. Balewa Univ. ! 20,000 | 84,000 !27,396 ! 56,604
] 1 1 1 1
: TOTAL ' 80,000 336,000 \73,151 |262,849
1 ] | ] i

Apart from the inadequate stocks of academic/research
libraries of Nigeria as exemplified in Table 1 & 2 above, the
guality of the stocks also falls below expectation. Most of
the bookstock of the academic/research libraries are
antiquated and serve only as shelf-sitters. ‘Such books are
not utilized by even the immediate readers - not to talk of
external readers.  With the implementation of the IMF
conditionalities aimed at economic survival, the quality of
the bookstocks has become worse. Consequently, most of the
bookstocks of the agademic}research libraries are 30-40 years
out of date. As Aguolu (1989) lamented:

"While the local book production is
grossly inadequate, avenues of
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Cacquiring greatly needed books and
journale for learning and research
- from abroad are virtually blocked
by the government's fiscal and
i e . econowic messures, which have grounded i,
i ~ many academic and research libraries T
~almost to a halt. These include Second. .. -
Tier Foreign Exchange Market (SFEM); '
Foreign Exchanga Marketr (FEM), and
Structural Adustment Programme (SAP},
whiah have astronomlcally inflated -
“book prices’ .. " |

Jhiyn

,M;The;impljcation of the poor quality of the bookstocks of - the

academic/research libraries is. that inter-library loan

: ' TS T -
requests would_ﬁdt;be.made for such antiquated resources. In

©. the context oflxhis.expcsitinn, this means-that the. climate

for resource sharing would not be conducive on that cpount.

Apart Irom the quantity and quality of the resources of

- the academic/research libraries, other aspects of the climate

T

=n}£0rg{:rgsgurce,usharing would “include transportation and

communication. = Luckily,- N1geria haa adequate road, rail and

air transportation neiworks. = However, the issue of

" efficiency and safety leaves much to be desired.

" Communication in’ térms of boéthlhand teléphone services “hasg

‘greatly improved both in quantity and level of efficiency.

" 'That apart, most of the univergities in Nigeria operate telex

" services and radio communicdtion systems. With the good and

adequate networks of transportaticon and communication . it

N PRI

would be possible to despatch'*resources to coopefating

LIFS TR S SR ’ Lo B L FaL L L e e emo. .
libraries as well as make biblicgraphical enquiries from one

" ibrary to another. ~ This, ' from 'the view ' point' of

transportation and communication, thé'climate fér resource
e g A '-_f T R . :
sharing among acadgmic[rgsegrqh 1;@{&:;95 is promisingly
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conducive.

Another aspect of resouce sharing is the need to know
what resources are available and where.  Usually libraries
engaged in resource sharing have a common catalogue called
the Union Catalogue. The union catalague_gives the necessary
bibliographical details about the resources of all the
libraries involved in the coaperativé venture. In Nigeria
efforts at having such a wunion catalogﬁe have proved
abortive. What could be obtained is a mini union list of the

-

resources of the main library plus those of, departmental
libraries of a égéfiéular university. What is however
desirable is a national union list of the resources éf all
the academic/research libraries. Admittedly this is an
expansive‘;éﬁt;ré'which may not be feasible under the current
SAP. Therefore, the climate of resocurce sharing may not be
conducive on that rather important count. Nevertheless, with
the good transportation and communication networks in
Nigeria, the problem of a national union catalogue may be
surmounted. Reférénée gquestions and enquiries for specific
resources could be made easily by éhone or telex or radio.
Such bibliographic enquires could eahil§ be followed by under

taking a ride in the heavily subsidized numerous interstate

mass transit programme buses.
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