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ABSTRACT

Since all states are answerable to the Federal
Government, Liaison Offices have been established to serve
as links between the Federal seat and the states so as to
cut down the Bureaucracy iIn the communication between the
two bodies. Beilng a representational building, representing
the state in the Federal Government seat, i1t therefore
stands the function of providing all necessary informations

concerning the state.

This thesis fundamentally seeks to look into the present
approach of liaison offices design based on their function
and propose a design that will go beyond the office and
guest accommodation approach but also pay attention to how
the states artefacts and iImportant features could be
displayed. This will of course increase the information

capability of Liaison Offices.

The thesis also seeks to consider the government workers
in the design of the accommodation facility. Attention also
has been paid to recreactional facilities 1iIn such an

environment to enliven the users.
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CHAPTER ONE

1:0 INTRODUCTION

Nigeria is a conglomeration of ethnic groups that

are pieced together with the seat of government currently

in 1agos.

gince all states are answerable to the federal
government, it therefore follows that representation
of states within the seat of the government so as to cut
down the bureaucracy in the communication between the
federal and the states shall be made. These strong
representations are realised in the establishment of

liaison offices in the capital,

Therefore the liaison office serves the purpose of
representing the state within the capital as a forum
for information dissemination. It serves as a bank of

information particularly about the state concerned.

1:1 Historical Background of piaison office

The year 1940 marked the introduction of the Richard
constitution, so named after the then governor of Nigeria
Ssir Arthur pichards. 71t also marked the begining of
regionalism and also was the year when the administration
of Northern Nigerid was brought into the general frame-work

of the government of Nigeria.



wWhat today is known as Nigeria is the product
of the amalgamation in January 1st 1914 of the
territories known as the northern and southern
provinces of Nigeria by Sir Frederick Lugard who
was then the Governor-General., Though the two
territories were supposed to have amalgamated into
one political unit for all practical purposes, they
were adminigtered as separate entities. During
this era the northern provincéé were isolated from
the political atmosphere of Nigeria due to the
e crudity -in—their political institutions and they nre
also pristine. Lord Lugard came to an agreement with
the Emirs after the subjugation of Sokoto in 1904,
Among other things, it was agreed that the colonial
government would not interfere with the relipgious
beliefs of the people. Activities of the christian
Missionaries were however restricted only to thonse

areas of the North where the religion was not Islam.

The Christian Missionaries brought with them
modern western education which the colonial masters
believed was ,a threat to their ruling. So ihe
isolation of the North politically was an attempt
to prevent it from being infected with the same
idea like the southerners who were educated and
advocating for ?elf govern;ng and equal employment
but it was hard to keep the qualities due to trade

‘and commerce link between provinces and this means



movement of people, the exchange of ideas and the
maintenance of certain public sérvices such as

railways, post and Telecommunication services which
meant bringing southerners to the north eventhough
attémpts were made to segregate them in quarters

called sabon-gari, this could not control the
interraction between the southe(ners and the northerners,
hence the transfer of ideas and sentiments; The need

therefore to maintain some frame-work of administration

mean people themselves could not be altogether
insulated from the form of Western Education and the

very ideas which the administration regarded ns ipnis-

Fatuus.
This spread of education and the creation of a
new educated class, the growth of Lhe rallwany nnd

other form of transport which led to increased
opportunities for trade and commerce and the new
business groups co-opted with political changes in
other parts of British Colnny, meant that the
participation of these new classes in the political
power of the state could not be delayed. So by
1938 the then Governor Sir Bonald Cameron put
forward some proposals for political reform, but
could not be fully proposed due to the second world
war, but was finally put into form in 1946 by

Sir Arthur Richards, his successor.
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But then the Richards's constitution was not accepted

and was rejected so widely. By 1949 the change

was imperative and consequently emerged Macpherson

constitution which came into effect in 1951 and

this marked the move towards regionalism in Federal

setting and it facilitated the process of politicnl

péft}”for;;ZEOn. Though the then Macpherson
constitution had conferred on regions to make their
own laws, there still remained constraints on that
power, these difficulties were erased off in lyttleton
constitution of 1954 which lasted till independence,
some of the important points contained in the constitutio
were as follows:

i. Nigera was to be a Federation made up of a Federal
Government, and three Regional Governments, each
with specified powers such that no one government
could legislate on matters not allocated‘to 1 i 8

ii. Each region was to have its own civil service which
would be headed py the regional Executive to which
the bureaucracy would be responsible.

iii. Each Regional Government would be responsible for
the purchasing, and marketing of all exports
‘produced in that region,

iv. In each region the popular head of the pgovernment
was to be kno&n as the Govérnor. A
This Littleton constitution wasladOpted through

independence with some minor changes, this marked




the first stage of regional representation within the
rFederal seat in pagos, the regional piaison between 1960
to 1968; Nigeria went through a period of political unrest
which consequently called for the intervention of the
Military into Nigerian politics and consequently;eroding
the power of the regional government and the increase
in power of the pederal government; although the Military
intervention was advocated for but it was not without its
own problem which is outside the scope of this thesis,
The intervention however led to Nigerians civil war.
Refore the civil war nigeria still had the main three
regions and the pederal government than the regional
government to delibrate on matters partaining to the regions
which resulted to a more closeness between the regions
and the federal government.

The then Head of state was 1nd§ced to create new states
Jjust before the civil war, in order to generate support
for the federal government, and hence be in a better position
to prosecute the civil war, in order to generate support
for the federal government, and hence be in a better position
to prosecute the civil war. prior to this call in 1953,
the minority tribes had been demanding that more regions
should be created in the country, they claim that the political
frame-work as it then existed was not legitimate particularly
in the distribution of economic goods being denied them
by the controlling major ethnic groups.



The underlying logic behind the creation of
states in 1967 by the then Federal Government wos

to remove the fear of continued domination of the

fedeé;tion by the Northern Region which meant that
the Northern Zone had to be broken into smaller units,
to seek to create a new focus of loyalty and attachment
for the new Ibo speaking people of Eastérn region.

In other words, to break up the solidarity of the people
of what is know as "BIAFRA", which meant breaking up

of Eastern region into smaller units. And finally to
seek the service of a geographical area which could

not be easily threatened by any of the states and within
which the security of the federal authority and its
agent could be adequately protected, which mean
extending the boundaries of the federal capital
territory to cover such an area from which the federal
government could readily contain any threatl from the
western Region. This resulted in the creation of Lapos
state and proclamation of Lagos as the capital of

the federation.

' Breakiﬁg up the Northern and Fa:c'.rn Region posed
the problem of into how many units-gécb could be
split while at the same time preserving traditional
linkages and continuity of interests and incurring
the minimum administrative costs and losslof information
are not necessatrily COmpatiblé but the attempt at

reconciling the two, given the strategic objective of



the Federal—-Government dictated a minimum of six
states in the North and three in the East. Nigeria
therefore ended up with 12 states in 1967. But
effective communications and representation of the
Eastern states was not existing after the war with
Federal system of government in operation then,

It was then found necessary to have a branch of tLhe
Governor's office within the seat of the federal
seat to infgrm and cater for matters purtaining to
the states within the capital. By the year 1973,
Lagos were allocated to euch of the existing ntatesn
then in Victoria lsland to build, equip and man

his own liaison office. Considering that wns then

a military structure of government that was existing
and regions has been taken over by states, and power
conferred on the states dictated by the federal

government.

It was then evident that the Federal Government
was the dictating factor in a matter +ifecting the
political, ecoﬁomical and geographical set up of the
nation. This argues for the effective representation
of states in Lagos the capital. So then we had twelve
liaison offices existing.

There existed some unresolved problems before the
assumption of cffice by general Muritala Mohammed
as the head of stéte; one of the problems was; one

of the states North-east state covered an area which



was one third of the total land area of the
federation and after his assumption of office

after a bloodless caoup, a five-man panel was set

up to be headed by a justice of the supreme court
charged to examine the question of the creation

of more states in the federation and should the
committee found the creation of more states necegssary

and desirable to:

(a) advise on the delimitation of such states:

(b) advise on the economic viability of the
proposed states;

(c) advise on the location of the administrative
capital of the proposed states; and

(d) examine and advise on all other factors that
may appear to the committee to be relevant,
s0 as to enable the government take a decicion

which will ensure a balanced f¢ueration.
/

The committee decided to accept the following
as criteria for recommending the necessity and desirabi-
lity of having more states, the need to bring governmént
closer to the people ensure even development, prescrve
peace and harmony within the federation and minimise

minority problems.

On the basis of these accepted criteria nnd
considering the various proposals submitted to the
committee the: members recommended breaking the

federation into nineteen states;
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Briefly, the recommendations were as folﬁows:
Western State

To be divided into three states- Oyo,Ogun and Ondo
States.

South-Eastern State

To be divided into two states- Cross River and
rivers State.

East Central State

To be divided into two states

(Udi renamed Anambra by the federal government)
and Imo States.

Renue/Plateau State

To be divided into two states- Benue and Plateau.
North-East State

To be divided into three states-Borno, Bauchi and
Gongola States.
North Central State
To remain as it was but renamed, Kaduna State.
North-West

To be divided into two states-Sokoto and Niger States,
Kano State

To remain as it was, Kano.

Mid-West

To remain as it was but to be renamed Bendel



Rivers State

To remain as it was and the name Rivers retained.
Kwara State

To remain unchanged.

Lagos State

To be merged with proposed Ogun State

The committee's recommendations were accep Led
with two exceptions; the federal government rejected
the recommendation that Lagos state should be merpged
with Ogun-State, and that South-Eastern State be
split into two preferring instead to retain the
state as a single unit but with the name chanpged to
cross rivers. .

The committee stated that if more staées were not
created, "The resources open to the government would
be thinly spread on the ground and would constitute

in effect a relative holding back of development

within the state.

Consequently in 1976, seven more states were
created out of the existing twelve states to give
rise to nineteen states, and the further proclamation
of the federal capital Territory with Abuja as Lhe
capital following the acceptance of Jjustice

Akinola Aguda's report in the same year.

" Understanding the necessity of the existence
of liaison office\within the capital, lies in the

fact that states are not autonomous in their economic
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viabilities. The federal government's statutory

allocations account for more than 70 percent of a stat's

total revenue. This is Jjust one of the many reasons why

liaison offices are necessary.

1.2

1:3

Motivation:

The motivation in this thesis evolved from the proclamation

of Abuja as thé new federal capital which called for
a shift in thF seat of the federal government from
Lagos to Abuja.

A Liaison office' being a bank of information,
the concept should make available an apparent volume
to display artefacts which means a development in
information dissemination. 1In such a centre(lLiaison
offiée) there is a need for prevention of human crisis
and freedom from boredom. This therefore called for
provision of necessary recreational facilities to
accommodate the government workers and visitors in a
humane environment to increase the output.

Aims and Objectives:

To design a liaison office for Kwara state capable of
furnishing people with different classes of information.
To design a liaison office for Kwara state capable of
accommodating the government workers; with the current
high cost of Hotel accommodation in Abuja, a state
owned centre that can cater for the accommodation of
the state government workers will immemsely reduce

the cost of maintajning them in Abuja.
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- To design a liaison office that is conducive and
also promotes the diplomatic functions for which it
was designed. '

» TO design a liaison office capable of providing a
suitable environment offering favourable conditions
for creative thinking. . ‘ '

- To produce a design that is suitable for it's location's
ecological setting .

- T0 design a liaison office that can be identified with
the state.

1.4 Research Methodology:

The thesis shall rely on case studies of existing
projects in establishing facts related to the subject.

A copy of design brief was obtained from ministry
of works and transport in Kwara State.

generally the method of synthesis in this study is
in the order of collection and documentation of materials
and data; Analysis of documented data and materials, drawing

of inferences and deductions, design criteria, concept

'

and proposal .



1:5

§00pe And Limitations:

The design shall emphasise on the client
needs of functions which include administrative
block, maintenance, catering dch"rtmenL, House
keeping Départment, recreationhf area and

residential accommodation. Case studies will

be taken from Nigeria and outside the country.



CHAPTER TWO

2.0 Design sample:

The functions of the current Liaison offices only
provide forum for political, governmental and individual
services to the indigienes which the author consider
inadequate. The new approach therefore tends to broaden
the scope into other areas. A Liaison office- a bank of
information or »communication® which serves as the first
contact of a person with the state, there, one should be
able to see and apprehend a lot on the potentials and other
necessary informations needed to form an impression of the
state therefore a display area is necessary.

Also to be provided is a residential accommodation which
will take care of the normal accommodation to the workers
and visitors with supporting recreational facilities to
create a suitable environment offering favourable conditions
for creative thinking.

2.1 components QOf The complex:

The complex, Kwara State Jiaison office Abuja as
stipulated in the brief by the state Ministry of works

and modified by the thesis is to contain the following units.
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2:1.1. The Liaison Office:

This contains the necessary parts that gives
it power to carry out the day tb day activities.
It shallicontain the following sections:
(a) Office of the Director General,
This is the principal section of the Lianison Office
which contains the office of the Director General,
his personal Secretary, a conference room and
private reception.
(b)' Administration:
This section takes care of administering
the functions of the liaison office headed by Lhe
deputy director general with a maximum of four
administrative staff.

(c) Accounts:

This section administers the financial
aspect of the liaison office such as stnff
salary, cost of running the complex, budgetory
control etc. and is headed by an executive
officer with internal auditor, treasurer,
purqhasing officer and two other accounls clerks

as sectional staff,



(d)

(e)

4413

..seat. -of Government with informations pertaining ——

- 16 -
Personnel:’

This section is responsible for catering
for the staff welfare and see to the performance
of their responsibilities. It is headed by an
executive officer.

Political/Counselling:

To be headed by an executive officer also,

this section is charged with the responsibilily
of collecting, stimulating.of_politicnl data

concerning the state and furnishing the Federal

to the political affairs of the state.

It also serves as an advisory body on malter:s
relating to educational affairs such as admissions
into federal institutions external educntional
aids and federal scholarship.

Information Service:

This is concerned with information dissemination
to the visitors. It includes the following.

The general reception/waiting area

The public relation otficers office.

The Display area

Kwara state being a culturally diversified
state as they are in tongues, has different
cultural materials and important features which

could becarveﬂ for dispaly.
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The different dances in the State could aler ha
L]
showns  Sanples of the Btate praidugts cculd alae b

displayed. GConsaquently a spaca 1¢ nsaded houa s
these featura2s which zan also define its ocun chzpe.
A spa~e to take us through Kwara is necessary.
According to Louis Sullivan, "just as every,form

\ contéins its function and exists.bhy virktue o %, ¢

avery function finde or is engaged in finding itz F
Cthaer aspects. ¢f Information pervices w111 HRETE:
a library of a ragquir~cd nd suitable capacitv.

2.1.4 The 7esidential Ar~omrcd.kion:

This Section of the complex thaot takes cuare of .t
hecuging problems nf the workers and coumncn or
~ government ' s vi:itorr.’
It shall contain the follewing uniksg
(a) Lodging for nuects:
Enough rooms for varving category of Lsenior Zivil
servants, ranging from commissirmners to wm~ inw

o . cacdre staff.

3_ (b) Accescorlies:

16 These are relaxation areas and residential
subsidiary areas such as banguet/dinning H~11

recepticns etc.

p o t
Ty i+ |
" by 58 !
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145 ecreat*onal Facilities:

_Recreation have been seen to consist of
actifikies or experliences carried on within

v
.leisure, usually chosen voluntorily by the
part;cipant either because of satisfactory
plaa;ﬁre or creative enrichment dsrived or
because he percoives certain personsl »r rociy
values to bes gained from them, So cpace for

some active sports like table tennic and 1awn

Tennis will be rrovided.



CHAPTER .THREE

3.1 Case Studies:

The importance of case studies before

embarking on any design cannot be over=loaked

they serve as a means towards total understanding
of the subject matter at hand. The case studies
give one an insight into how to and nol to

approach a design.,

The case studies being studled for Lhe purpose
of this write-up have been taken from outside
the country and from existing structures of Lhe

proposed project in Lagos,

3 .71 Kano State House Lagos

(a) Preiject Data

i. Location: Victoria Island, Lapos
ii. Architect: M.O.W. & H.Kano State
iii. Function: To serve as the Kano State
Liaison Office as well as
the State's Governor's Guest's
Lodge in Lapgos.

(b) Design Features:

i. The conception of the si’

4
The site which is bounded on two opposite

sides by roads is rectangular in shape
with the longer axis in the north-south

\
direction.



Tt is conceived as a whole with entrances 1rom

two opposite sides adjacent to arterial roads.
Buildings on the site were designed as individual
blocks with only uncovered walkways connectling them.
The vehicular traffic line penetrates the site along
the longer side of the rectangle feeding unit oriented

parking lots.

ii. The conception of the plan:
The conception of the plan was based on clear
demarcation of different functional areas internnl ly,
the planning was of the compact type with openings
only to the north directions. In the liaison office
block, the use of doubly loaded corridors was employed.
Vertical movement from one floor to the next was prently
emphasised in the design. This is exemplitied by
the use of four stair ways, one lift core with two
lifts in an Pffice block of three storeys of 30m length

horizontally,
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iii.

iv.

The Elevation:

The choice of elements and the style employed
in the 'elevational treatment is the usual
contemporary style of Architecture that is
commonly found in Nigeria's public buildinpgs.
Flat roofs horizontally cantilevered projecting
fins and slanting walls are what gencrally
characterized the elevation.

Services:

Services ducts are almost totally absent, but
for the water pipes. These are hidden by
pushing all services areas to the edge of a
building block. Mechanical services such,

as air-conditioners became part of the
building after completion. Split units
air-conditioners were installe’' as an after

/

though t.

Landscape:

There was no consciously designed landscape
prior to the completion of the building.

Most of the site is treated with hard surface
ahd plant landscape is almost non-existent
with only'grass as plant material existing

naturally on siteq
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Spatial Allocation as per differ¢nt functional

areas are as follows:

-  Guest lodging unit

- Bed rooms (Double)
- Bed rooms (Single)
~ Toilet/Bath

- Dressing Rooms

- Circulation

-  Lounge/Dinning
Liaison Office Unit

- Typical Office

- Modified office

- Conference Room

- Circulation
Servant Quarters

-  Bed rooms (Single)
- Toilet/Bath,

- Kitchen

35m2

25m2
12m°
12m?
12 . 5%

55m°

20m®
32m2l
y9m?
1h.5%

2Om2

1Om2/h

152/h pérs.



Desipgn Appraisal:

Ingress / egress points tapped from both the
arterial roads that bounded the site shows

the maximum utilization of the site accessibilily
quality.

The use of Direct North and South openings for
ventilation gives high degree of untilization

of Natural Direction and shading of solar

radiation.

While the shape of the site may not allow for n
fully integrated complex the Architects tried
to connect units by walk ways and corridors,

Design Critique:

- Although the site was conceived as a whole,
the splitting of the units, possibly for the
need to separate functional areas creates lack
of visual cohension expected of an elevational
composition of a complex.

- Accessibility was greatly enhanced but at
the expense of security.

~ The use of compact planning in design,
except where unavoidable, does not favour

tropical climate.
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Kwara State Liaison Office Lagos

(a)
i.
i1,

(b)
i

(c)

Project Data:

Location:- Victoria Island Lagos
Function:- To serve as State Lliaison Office
and as guest's lodge in lagos,

Design Features:

The conception of the site.

The site which is' bounded on one side
by a road is rectangular

in shape with longer axis in Lhe
North-South Direction. 'There is only
one point of ingress/epgress loading
into the site from the main rond.
Buildingson the site were desipned as
individual blocks without any delined
walkway connecting them. pq.,. there
is no defined parking area on the site,

Structure:

The one-storey building usedas liaison
office was designed for residentinld
use, but was converted to office by

the Kwara State Ministry of works.
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w3

e ‘he building is basically of cemenl/sand

block wall with concrete used for the
horizontal sun shading device. The roof is
flat with corrugated iron roofing sheet ns
the roofing materials., The windows are sliding
glass casement windows.

(a) Landscape:
Plant is almost N0t existing on the site and
the building surrounding is treated with hard
surface. One of the trees close to the linison
office block provides vonade in the after noon
for parkiné.

(e) Services:
The unit Air-conditioners were installed as an
after thought.

(f) Inferences:

» The use of openings in the sourthern and
Northern sides of the building largely reduces
over dependence on artificial mean of ventilation.

ik The positioning of service areas uéwnrdn Lthe
exterior spaces in the complex largely reduces
difficulties in maintehance.

k& 4 The simplicity of forms in the composition

of the Architectural plan ma#es construction
easier and achjevement of functional relationship

more effective.
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543 Oduduwa House,lagos

(a) Project Data:

i Location: Victoria Island.lapos
ii Function: To serve as states lLialson
Offices and as guest's lodge in lapos,

(b) Design Features:

ol The conception of the site:
The site which is bounded on three sides by ronds
is rectangular in shape with the longer axis in
the north-south direction. 1t contains three
structures, each functioning as a linison office.
The three buildings are serving as Opun, Undo nnd
Oyo State's Liaison Offices believed to be Lhe
Oduduwa States. There are two entrances into the
site, one from Bishop QClowole's street which isn
at the lNorthern side of the site; Thus is a service
road; The second road is on the side facing the
beach and this is the main entranc~ into the site.
The surroundingsof the buildings ﬁ?e major !y
treated with hard surface. The available greens

are along the fence and the swimming pool area,



<6 -

.1—’7‘:;'-"—',.‘:’5"“1'-"!-;"— =T “;3iii--;~iil1;i.1- I §o Bhtrirn =i ASS X T TSN

. ——

AN EDFRANCE

e ,;.:.‘:‘;:.':::,;::‘thi..},ujébi*lﬁ;:ﬁlﬁ;;?‘-“;r,a;\ (? ‘,.:.ITI-'&_;E:}-;Q".".__;' i.'»--;-';u«"".‘_.;_\
) i gt R
) ¢ \
L) V58 e 1
R e = - . = < | I !
W RALA WA 1 A e ———— | U PR T i
’ ..n !
|
{

ffzzm‘mﬂ%\ (SRt (i)
i | (f 1

R e T )

O I P AT = X P SN
" v
T s S e,

S —

e s

D e iy =

T e

re
&
C
@—
&
-
T
A
.

SAEFER
ETAN A  AardtT Nae——t. .

T

)

ST e

-

S et i Sl e, Cnis a3 L

o

SRR et

Sm——

W . L T g
k:')_b}.)._ S - . . i Ml % o (. ’ 'fl
QR <2 i A D SIS N (U S UL RS D atiiirdy) SIS 32

BIGHOP' OLUNOLE'S GTREET.

LEBEHDS =3 :

1-06UH GTATE LiMisoH OFFICE - B~ CEHERATOR {I0V5E
2- ONDO GTATE » o Ft- GATE HOUSE -
5=0Y0 STATE, v " P- SWIMNMNIHG ool -

L~ LANN lTE.HHl‘i COURT -
0 - CHANBING ROOMG -
R GITE PLAN.

TR T A IR .



L 1L i

: A, NS | s
YT L T Ll

PLAIET SOUTH ELEVATION




FLATEIL  EAST ELEVATION OF OYOSTATE
LIAISON OFFICE

PLAIET.  HORTH ELEVATION OF 0GUM
' STATE LiAISON OFFICE -






: iR

i o ' k : v
—r— l - - F i S ¢ \ 1{
L g T

R T

ALV A A F AN e‘\ AR S

PLATE T SWIMMING POOL AREA WITI
CHAHGIHG KRODM

.‘/‘. 7 R L
(AL iy
Y N s

WY ned :?J"C: AW :
Pty b b o 2 ) :
el by T ‘?ﬁi{}"ﬁﬂ.';"’&*’:fn T 4

PLATEVIL LAWH 'TEHHiS CLOSE
SWIMMING  AREA -




alq

iii.

iv.

C.

' - h1 -

Structure:

Each of the buildings is similar and the walls

are of cement/sand blocks except for some partls

like the roof gutter, columns and window hoods

‘are-of concrete.

The windows are sliding glass windows with
Aluminium frame. ‘ '}

The Elevation:

The elevational concept taokes Lhe basic shape

of a ship. It is rectlinear plastic.

Recreactions:

From the site plan attention was paid to
recreation which is evident by the swimming pool
and Lawn tennis, provided.

Design Appraisal:

The entrance of each of the blocks is well

defined and with the conference room projecting

above the entrance, it providesshelter for pedestrin

Tﬁe elevational concept that takes the basic
shape of a ship shows the environmental recponse
of the building. Large openings employed allows
proper natural ventilation: an 1mp0rinnL napec
of buildings in hot humid climate like lapos,

ns

L]
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The Surrounding treated with hard rurface f5 ae
result of the nature cf the site.
It is very close to the beach. Scparate cor park

provided fror the Governor,is a good means of Sceoarit,

ds Critizne:

There is no well defined out coor parking

the site. Less atktention was pald Lo Lthe Land
and hacause major part of tha =surroundiny fs £
with hard surface natural greens are aliminakasad,
Lun;:r axis of the buildinge Taces lieck and East

which makes necessary the usejof shading d:ric=c.

There is no well defined spare fer Bhe Afend

of thae cultural artefact of each of the £t ko
makes the Lialson Offices less =fficicnt,
3.1.4 Australian Embassy. Paris
Ae e Lozationi- 15th niftriﬁt fi~ling X
Snrine on qual Pari:z.
: i Architect: 'Harry 3icelor -nrl Assoct k2
; % fy 1P Funckion: Twe buildings onc 52 hous
ehancaory and the wElsp ta h
' residantial) apartment ip P



Design Features:

The conception of the site:

The almost triangular shape of the site demanded
a special solution. The Architect managed to
over come the problem by relating two opposing
quadrart shaped buildings about an axis through

the apex of the plot.

The entrance to the chancery building is
located on Rue Jean Ray. The road carrics one
way traffic and the building is approached within
the site by means of a drive' way under i1 throwh
a monumentally proportioned two storey hipgh spocoe.
The focal point of the entrance is a Ilarpe tree
like structure supporting the building above
the wide entry opening. The streets around the

site are sloping so the building is sel almosl

as in a boat. For pedestrians a bridpge is provided

which lea&s to the main entrance through an opening
in the sputh west end wall, The apartment

building is entirely separate from the chancery.
Approach is from' Rue de La Federation. I'lanning
on 2 'Split-level' system allows the living arens

of all 34 apartments t~ face the view. ‘They

vary in size from one to five bedrooms with

of
differentsizes living accommodation.
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Structure And Materiols:

Supporting-precast concrete elements are
used for the exterior. These are of white Quartz
aggregate and form a tight textured non-absorbent
surface. End walls and the lower theatre structure
are faced in exfoliated areylimoﬁes crani te.
VWindows are double glazed with the exterior of

grey tinted, heat absorbing glass.

The structure of the chancery building is

composed of a concrete core containing the service
areas of elevators, stairs and ducts on Lhe south.
Between these specially profiled, precast, prestraeassed
concrete T-beams Bridge the 16m clear spin.

The apartment block is composed of load

preta st

bearing pvacast concrete facades with exposied
white Quartz and flat slab floors erected hy the
French;predalle system using on-site, precast,
lower parts of all slabs as permanent form work.
S3ix tapered supports create an entrance nronde

under the apartment building.
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Appraisal:

The Australian Embassy serves both as embassy
and also accommodates a very high percentapge of
the Australian diplomatic staff. Even thoupgh the
architect recognised the fact that Australinns
do not have a cultural heritage of their own as
such; he however attempted to portray the imipe of

Australia as 8 rising world power.,

Conclusion:

From the above cases,it can be seen thal in
Liaison Office design, attention has been pnid
only to the office and residential accommodalion
alone- since it is an emb~ssy of less order, it
could be made to be more functional by inreasing

the units.:
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CHAPTER FOUR

4.0 DESIGN CRITERIA

'h.1 Introduction

A Liaison Office as an office building hoas
to express its representational naturec nnd
yet not be opd IN the environment in which
it finds itself. Thus all the design critenin
that apply to office buildings apply Lo liaison
offices in - additions “'*" the building

character.

H.2 Office Nature

Office buildings are :ther specifically desipnel
to meet a'particular set of needs as in the
case of the Kwara State Liaison Officce or cnn
be built speculatively for renting out to the
largest possible range of tenants implying o
particular sort of flexibility.
In theory however there is very little

difference in the principles of design.
Offices as other buildings are s nosed to last
a long time and yet are expectc‘}to be flexible
to’ 'short term changes in organisational structure,
To achieve this aim, the desipgn is conceived for
scales of time,

4.2.1 shell i

This 1s expected to last at least liftly yenrs,
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2.2 Services:

R g -l"'

These become obsolete as office Teclinolopy
changes and must be replaced at least every

fifteen years,

4.2.3 Scenery:

This involves the fifting out of office
interiors to meet precise organisational requirement-,
This usually lasts as long as the lease, nbout

five to seven years.

h .2, Sets:

This involves the ‘posiltioninand repositioning
of scénery elements such as desks, chaivs, sereens
and partitions to meet immediate organisalional
requirements which may be even as short as a few
months.

Office buildings have undergone fundamenti]
developments in recent years. The most significant
being the importance of the longs i+ " shell is
diminishing as the short term sceuéry, particularly

furniture absorbs more functions carrying scrvice:,

visual and acoustic separation and decoration.

Much of office work is.sedentry in nature
but offices'also include spaces for machinery,
canteens, meetings, filing, libraries and other
ancilliary actiLities which can take up as much

as one-third of the space needed by an organisation,
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fod 2

ly+3.3

h'3 Definition Of Office Areas:

In a way an office is a symbol of the ultimnte
achievement of a machine age- a building which
serves as administrative and planning center for n

machine society and in it machines are relntively

Insignificant. An office is made up of different
areas and the efficiency of an office building is
usually measured in terms of the ratio of the usable
office area to the gross area of the building.

Work Place Areas:

Otherwise known as the usable areas are
essentially spaces in which it is possible for
pecple to work at desks. This area also includes
secondary cfrculation.

Primary Circulation:

This area of the building is defined as the
essential circulation space requixt’ to provide
access. And means of escape to work place areas.
PEimary circulation usually takes up between
10% and 20% of the net usable area of the building,
Core:

The core is the space needed for the services
and support of the building. This iuclwlos

spaces for lifts, stairs, ducts and lavalories.
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Jdeally the core of a multistorey office building
should occupy no more than 20% of the gross outside area
of the building. The smaller the core the more efficient
the building is.

h.3.4 special Areés

These are spaces that are not used directly for office
work but are dedicated to other functions such spaces
include archives, restaurants, library e.t.c.

gpecial areas should be easily convertible to work

place areas ideally.

L.4 circulation

For the building to be successful an efficient
circulation system must be created both within the building
and on the premises.

Easy and direct pedestrain access should be provided
including provisions for the physically handicapped,

There should be an easy vehicular ingress and egress
with adequate provision for visitors and staff parking
along with the necessary service access to the building.
shelter should be provided at the main entrance for protection

during inclement weather.
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Thesa 1s need for an efficient circulation
system both vertically and horizontally within kho
buildiﬁq. Horizontally, the routas phould he fiood nd
could involve the use of either single or double luad !

b,r,CaffidOfﬁﬁ Adequate consideration should be givan to
; : .

e

sy

the design of tha~noda1 areas where the vertics)
circulation meets the horizontal circulation. The
positlioning cf the vertical circul-tion core zcul?! ¢ ithor
be central, at one =~nd or detached from tha “uillding.

Th2 number of sire of the elavalars Aepeand uron khas
poprulation of th» peaple, th% numbinr of . flaors oud
roginire? wisiting time. Flavators shonld Les arnvinag
tog~khier 1f possible,

Provision shonld also be made for ths Arliyery
of goode to the bullding and its Adc-bribnticn Vet
the building.

4.5 Zoning:

Th> nature of work carrisd out by Lisi-mp
nffices require the building to Lo ~FFiCi~ukly
zonrd, Some of the functions are public while

oth>re are classified a3s boing recrot.

The zoning sy~stam adoptrd should provide

arrangement of public spaces for conveni ub oo f
]

N ol T et
i i

to th~ rublic while placing sensitive arces

from the public.



h.6 Security:

l.}.?

Fire Escape:

The nature of liaison office requireé
considerable precautions to be taken. This
will basically involve the setting up of securilty
points at certain places to control access.
These are placed primarily at the entrances.
Separate entrances could be provided for staff
but should have security check points. 'The physicnl
security of thé building in the form of perimeter
walls and/or fences, setbacks frou property lines,

exterior lighting, should be emﬁloyed.

The means of escape in the event of fire
outbreak is a very important determinant of the
building shell. In buildings over two storeys
in height, the maximum travel distance from any
point on the office floor to an escape stair is
§trict1y regulated at 30m,

Alternative means of escape on each floor

is also necessary.

Escape stair cases should be compartmentalised

“and should be constructedas fire fighting stair ————

cases with smoke outlets, vents and self

closing doors.



-5!“_ -

h.B Design Considerations

. .8.1 Ecological Considerations

(a) Climatic considerations
(L) Rainfall:

While ralnfali in the design area is moderalte,
it creates drainage problem due to poor drainage
potential of the soil. ;
it is nlsola source of moisture penetration into
building fabrics. Therefore the choice of
drainage system-both roof and ground water should
be good enough to effect proper and quick evacunlion
of flood water. To this effect composite drainags
system is proposed whereby all storm water would
be taken out of the site by surface drain lines,
Internal fabrics and interiors shall be prevented
from moisture and damp penetration to the bearest
minimum.,

(i1) Humidity:
The high humidity that characterized Abujn

e —— —_— i aa i

for most part of the year makes intelors of bhuildin
uncomfortable if not properly ventilated., To lhi=n
effect, openings shall be designed Lo nllow (or

the intake of fresh air into the interiors.

Effective cross=ventilation to allow for propoi
circulation of the fresh air should be provided tor,

This also reduces the humid conditions of the interiops.
\
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(1i1) Temperature:

The maximum mean daily temperatures round
in Abuja are within the range 35°C— 39°C, which
are well above human temperature comfort level,
Therefore shading masks, cross-ventilation, air
vents and landscape are to be consciously employed
for reduction in heat transmission within the
interiors.

(iv) Winds

The two major winds- N.E. trade wind and 5.W.
winds, that blow over Abuja vary in their character
istics., The N.E. trade wind, is dry 2and dusly
and as such not needed in the interiors. 1t would
therefore be masked by the use of buffers and desipn

of openings that A" capable of controllinpg the

inflow of this wind. The S.W. wind which is rathor

‘cool and moisture-laden in most occasions would

be utilised in enhancing cross-ventilation.
(b, Glare

Although the presence of cloud cover for most
part of the year modifies the amount of solar
radiation and sun rays experienced in Abujn, pglare

still constitutes a source of discomfort.

The glare effect as a result of reflected
rays shall be corrected by the use of padded aren
employing lawns. |\ The glare due to direct solar

.

incident rays shall also be taken into consideration,
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This 1s to b2 contreled by the use of shading
masks, nd use of softer non-=reflective materiasl-
around openings.
C. Londe~ape
Thie 18 the ground containing the rLowarn
levels structures. The choice of landazsps patart g
to ba employed in the design is to be Aickakad Ly
their availability in the region. The nen of

moncfera indicaomengol, tamarin~ for burr-» zoncs

1M em e = )

and qra:seé of average height «f up tc

landscape is to be employed i “h2 landscape deuign.

4.9.,1 Land Use Provision

The masterplan provisicns influence the

celection of site for a prejzct. The cholce

and selection of site is left to thaldfiz=zpotien

stipulate certain kind of land u:cr.

In the proposed Abuja master pl-on, thar,
are two areas allocated for the orection of
StikAag Lialson COffices. As such the =it

available fur Kwara State Lialcon CFFic-: Shujs,

muet fall within the two provisions cf the

Tha two

masteorplan unless proved unsuitable.

arcas ares
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(a) An area located in the midst of the central
administrative zone that houses th. various
/

seats of federal government.
It is bounded to the south by the inner
southern expressway to the west by arterinl road

so and to the north by arterial road Bll.

Adjacent to the area from across the inner soulhern

expressway are international conference centre,
post and telecommunication building and Hiperinn
television Authority Headquarters,

(b) :An area which lies at the Northern extreme
end of the administrative zome founded bty the

Northern expressway and Adjoacent to Bripnde of

~_puards _heaquarters and the presidential complex.

Further away is an extended area identificd ng
green land in the master plan.

Proximity To Seats Of Federal Ministries

The sole function of Kwara State Linison
Office, Abuja is to Liaise beween the Kwara Stale
and the various Federal Ministries. As such
the nearness of the complex to these Federal
Institutions would be a great advantapge. ‘Ihis
will ease movements and at the same timc enhance
communication between the complex and the Federal

Government bodies.
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Accessibility:

The possibilities of easier access and
the potentialities of egress and Ingress points
as presented by the presence of arterial feeder
roads are ver} important to provide for better

mandeuvre,

Aesthetic Quality:

The scenic and dynamic vistas, vegetlation

covers, three dimensional land forms and Lopographi-

- cal visual panorama are what give room tor cresting

visual experience to be felt by the users.

As such the presence or absence of ther above f{nctor:
determine which site better provides the Archilect
with an opportunity of exploiting site aecthoticnl

qualities for utilisation in the desipn.
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CHAPTER FIVE

5.0 INTRODUCTION:

In the preparation of a programm for the design,
the researcher adopted the brief provided by the

Ministry of Works and Housing Headquarter. 1In as

much as the existing liaision office pfovides a Forum

for government, political and individual services, it

should also provide cultural information of the state
concerned to people and there is need for necessnry
recreational facilities to keep up people within
the environment. So this basically increases the scope

of the liaison office.

o]
5.7 Administrative Set-Up ;:

Director:

This is the overall head of the Liaison Office. He
has control over the affairs of the whole set-up.
fissistant Director:

The assistant Director assist the Director in co-ordinn-
ting the overall affairs., He has a direct link with the
Director.

Accountant:

The accountant handles the financial matters of the

Liaison office. He 1is also linked with otlirs like the

treasurer and the cashier,
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Treasurer:
The treasurer handles the finance and works hand in

hand with the accountant and the cashiers.

Engineers:

The electrical engineer deals the electrical repairs
of the liaison office and the mechanical engineer handles
neceasary mechanical repairs. They generally control the
maintenance section. :

Public Relation Officer:

This 1is responsible for providing necessary informations
to the general public and also takes care of publicationo,.
Assistant Public Relations Officer:

Basically assist the public relations officer and hag
a direct link with the public relation officer,

Librarian:

The Librarian takes care of the books and other related
materials made available for use within the complex,
Catering Officer:

The catering officer controls the catering department

of complex.
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5.2 Schedule of Accemmedatien

A number of importsnt criteria wre consbdered to

arrive at functional space allocation. 'These critopins

P [—

include:
(a) Proxemics

(b) Intended use

(c) Required Furnishing

(d) Dimensional disciplines.

9.2.1, Dimensional Disciplines

In determining the shell form of the offlice
block @5 well as Lhe space distribution, o numbkor
of important dimensional disciplines must be
respected, which can be ~oordinated and rel:ted

by the use of grids.

The choice of suitable grids at the inception
of design helps to avoid a number of problems thal
would arise later especially the aspect of service

distripution.

Generally speaking, these are four kinds of
grids (Fig 5.3) They are:
(a) Structural grid y
(b) Constructural grid
(c) Servicing grid
(d) Planning grid.

\
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Structural grid: This is the grid thst

regulates the placement of the main structural
columns of the shell, It is usuvally the laprpest

of the four grids,

Constructional grid: This grid regulates the
placement of window mullions especially. It nlso
poverns almost all Phe other grids to a very Ilavpe
extent., Structural servicing as well as planming

grids are usually multiples of the constructlionsl
grid.

Finally, it also determines the locatlion of
partitions which are best located to coincicde with
window mullions.

Servicing grid: This grid governs the distrikulion

of services throupghout the structure.
Planning grid: This has to do with partitioning
systems when dealing with deep office space.

In arriving at the final space ..imensions

therefore, a constructional grid of LeSxl.5 wans chonen.,
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o 22 Space Reqguirements
pacility Standard
Area

Administrative Section

Directors Office 36m2
Secretary's 0Office 20m2
Waiting Room 15m°
Storage 12m2
Assistant Directors office 28-2
Secretary's Office 1hm2
wWaiting Area 12|n2
Storage : 9m2
Conference Room 198m2
2

Offices for six officers 20m

Open Registry

Iy Clerks 6m>
Officer 18m°
Secret Registry

2 Clerks 12m2

1 officer 20, 5m°
Radio Room 12m®
‘Telephone Room 12m2
General Reception and

waiting Area ' 7.5m°

Store . 9m2

Typing Pool : 12m

Unit

Required



Standard tUnit

Area Reguired

Political Section
Chief Political Officer's
Office 205m° 1
Secretary's Office 18m° I
Account Department
General Staff Room 36m” I
Safe Room vm? |
Office for 2 officers uom3 1
Sub~Treasury Department
General Of[icé for I 36m:1 1
Strong room 8m” ]
Office 18m” 1
Filing Room }ZSmE 1
Information Department
Office for public Relation
Officer - 20m” !
Secretary's Office - 168m” )
Waiting Room 2Ump 1
Offices for Assistant Fublic
Relation'Officer Homp 1
Secretary's office 16m” |
Display Area | 1
Library for ten I
Minternance Department

~ General Electrical Office 12m° i
Superyvisor's Office 16m° ]
Storage &)m:1 |

General Mechanioal Office 1ﬂ"{



- 6P - Standard Arca Unit ites

Supervisor's Office 18 |
Generator's Room 12 !
Auxilliaries ~120m° |
Restaurant hUm? : !
Reception/Loggia u0m2 1
Kitchen hOm2 |
Laundry : hOrn2 1
Banquet 2)10m2 1
Game Room 132m2 1

Guest Hotel Accommodation

The Governors Lodge

| ]

Governor's Suite 120m*
2

Reception 6m”
H ;)
Lounge Li5m”

Senior Staff Lodge
2 Nos, bed rooms suite for

Director general's Status 8h7m?
10 Nos, double bedroom suite

Senior staff Status 105m*
20 No, Single/Double bedroom

for Jnuior Staff status h19m2



'CHAPTMISIX

6 .0 THE MACRO SITE

Abuja, the present.new Federal Capital
City is located in the politically defincd aren
known as the Federal Capital Territory which
is located in the geographical centre of the
nation as shown in Fig.7.0 It lies retween
latithde 259N- 9020'N and longituce bnhS' and

7°39', It occupies an area of 8,000sq.km.

It came into being as a resuilt of submission
of a panel set up by late general Murliln
Mohammed under the distinguished chairmanship of
the Honourable Mr, Justice T.A.Aguda on Aupusl
9th; on the suitability of Lagos as the Federnl
Capital City and the possibility of a new capilal
City. It was legally constituted by Federal
Military Government 1976 FCT decree.

It is bounded to the north by Kaduna Stnte

to the east and south-east by Plateau Stnte

and to the South-west by Kwara State and to the
West by Niger State. Being centrally located,

the new Federal Capital City, Abuja currently under
construction is easily accessible from all parts

of Nigeria. The Federal Capital ferritory is
linked to the rest of Nigeria by roads and air

transport.
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The néw Federal Capital city is located
in the Gwagwa plains in the north-eastern
gquadrant of the Féderal capital territory.
It is bounded by the Abuja Hills to the west,
the Zuma-Bwari- Aso Hills to the ~ -t and Kuku

/

‘Hills to the south.

Both the capital and FCT will be allowed
only the amount of light inaustries, Agricultural,
research and development and, housing anctivities
needed to foster social diversity, and to provide
construction industry and supply service faecililicgs

for the capital city.

The city was designed with a projected
population of 1.6 million and proposed capacilty
to handle population growth of limit up Lo 3.1

million.

The city is planned to be developed in fcur

phases as follows:=-

Phase Projected Target
Population

1. 230,000

i1, 585,000

iii. 640,000
1~7

5 9 5 17 million
\
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The Climatic Characteristics

Federal Capléal Territory falle withitn Ehs
semi-dny sub humid zone of the regionnl sl-=ciiic
tion. Although there are relief f~aturas that
surround Abuja which slightly alter ft's cliwtic

charicteristics, creatihng wmicro-climatic ~oudikfnn:

i

whiich may vary from one lacation te ancthar iLhin

the same ecologicsl ragion thonugh khe AifFFaronc

does not call fnr diverse architactural reowir~ nk

Slt~ Phvsioar phy

Topographically, Abuja 14 char~ct-rizad by
gently undulating terrain wikh height variabion:
of about 50 metres. Tho Gwhgwil-da rl-ins Avey
from an elevatien of 610 metres in th» ~==L b9
105 metres in khe ‘lest with th~ cenkral ares
consisting of up lands and rlains «with nuperane

fas ‘uﬁqu and other rock out crops of varionr

sizes,
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6.3 Geooloay “ : |
Migmatile, granite, gnei.s, Hiotits and
: granite, underlying the méjority of the nika spe
rocks of medlum tc high strength and ars supretad
to present a minimum <f enagineering

problems.

6.4 Surface Wulor

The site can more cr less neatly he
divided into small contiquous watersheds, 11
conveying on one ﬁointn cchstruction will can
increase in stream=channel chanarns and will
increas2 stream flows thah could lead %o lceal
flooding and erosion prchlems if adeguab~ Acotan
solutions are not provided.

6.5 Scils
1 The soils kype are derivativc. ~° the
granite.  gnelss and magrnatic under lay that
~haracterized the area.

They are typlcally deep and well Iradn 1,
having only local constraints where thay

. are high in clay or stonesg, shatr1cw ~r roorly

drained. ,
i y @ gt J- by

hav ma high run off potenti-l
‘5&5 ¥ '

d e bl
-'Qgre soils

T speqipl design or construpgtion techniquas vy
‘ ; ', 4N
‘be’ required to eliminate potential flooding and

b} " 1
sedimentation problems, qLuceevfu? 1andacaping

of publi places and planting ~f tr-es
f"“v ;‘ I

is ngsqnably assqud.

Ilﬂ._ - “ i *f'-
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6,6 Vegetation

The vegetation is generally characterised
by park Savanna. Park Savanné is typically
stratified , with a discontinous canopy,
shrub grass layer structurally may include 2 thick
tall grass layer consisting of hyparrhenia and
andropogon species and canopy species dominaled
by Albizi and parkia.

Efforts should be taken té preserve woodland

areas for their valley as an aesthetic and recreation

"resource, and for their ameliorating effects on

climate.

.A/'i'\l’.‘\ —l ’”. Ay '
6,7 Temperature gnd Hudw#ylr“ )

The response to net-radiation is greatly
influenced, by the humidity conditions in the air,

The F.C.T. records its highest temperature during

the dry season when there are few clouds il any.
Changes in temperature of as much as 17°C have been
recorded between the hgighest and lowestl temperatbure:

in a single day.

Maximum ‘temperature is lower during the
raining season due to a densé cloud cover. Human
sensitivity to temperature is greatly affecled
by relative humidity during the dry seascn, relalive
humidity falls %n the afternoon to as low as 20

per cent and this low relative humidity coupled with

high afternoon temperatufes account for the drying

effects of the dry season.
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Fig. 6.7 shows the F.C.T. temperature

and humidity variations diagrams.

6.8 Rainfall

The raining season starts at about the middle
of April and tapers off very rapidly townrds Lhe
end of October. Thus the durétipn of the raining

, season is between 180 to 190 days.

In Abuja area 60 percent of the annunl rainfall
is in Months of July, Aupgust and Septembor. ‘This
concentration shows the needs for drainape systoms

that can handle large volumes of water very aunlelly.

Fig. 6.8 shows the mean monthly rainftall
diagrams for Abuja.
6.9 Wind-Dust

The two major air masses that dominale the

ol o!

climate of the F.C.T. are: Théimaritime Air-mass

and the Tropical continental Air mass. 'The Lropical
maritime is, formed over the Atlantic Ocenn to Lhe
south of the country and is therefore warm and moist.
It moves inland generally in o south=west Lo norCheos:d
direction. The tropical continental Air mass

is developed over the Sahara desert and therefore

is warm and dry and blows in the opposite direction,

North-east to south-west.



FEUERAL CAPITAL TERRITORY RECOKDS H'lt;l}_l':"& r
TEMPE RATORE  DURING DRY SEASON ~LOW RELATIVE

- 75 =
RaldY SEASON | Hot.
o DRY HoT  HUMID. v| DRY
=
, (¥
5—55——-“"“;‘—' "m'””ﬁ*w—u" ii L
= s l‘ .:ﬂ,.i ﬁ il H'{ i &
..,‘_. i : 'I : ' i b | | '!"I,j = -._‘_
.- Jo [ LR } igrl“('“M 'H I et El 4% 3
< oL L
SR R bl 20 == ==
R H! G
iR AL LR L \M 3
R FEB N [APRMATTUR|T UL A =Lr.1oc1- wblpee| |

HOMIDITY
&) ZAINY SEAGON - jto}
P a8 e il ore e
& DRY o1 HUMID D2y
ﬁ! i 'TF‘TI 1T m Uy
7 a1 i | =
B o Ll | - = |
Z i W
E ' T O i &
il i i = e
2 1 11 X8
E ] L il il EE
=2 s 11 1l 1 S = &
S 0— - '. H g il'l 'rTI : : -
j 18 1 1 O 1 R ﬂ.
m 011 10 1 o1 0 1 B L i [“ﬂ
| JALL[FEB| MARJAFPRIMANION [JUL i 4 fy W DEC _

HHC gl TEMP -DRY SEASON - tien RELATIVE
HUMIDITY - JUN-AUG - LOW TEME DEC-APR.

IBAK [ION PELY TPEMPERATURE
AWD Bumbplwy g e,



- .76 -

The oscillation of these two air masces
produces the highly seasonal characteristics ot
weather conditions in the country. The tropicnl
continental air mass is associntoh with the dry

__.Season and_jﬁe tropical maritime mass brings nboul
the wet season.
The characteristics of prevailing winds are shown
in fig. 6.9.

Tn April,the North-east wind is wenke f Iho
south-west is predominant: being moisture l:den,
it brings a lot of. rnin,

In September the tropical continental beping
to intensify over the territory and the north-ecnal
trade becomes the dominant wind from October to
March bringing with it dry, cloudless but dnest-
laden conditions associated with the harmattan,

The days are very hot but the cloudlessness
means that at night there is a considerable loss of
heat by radiation from the earth.

The temperature drops sharply often to dew
point, giving rise to early morning tempor:ature
inversions and to early mist or fog. 'This is
further complicated by sebbling dust vrarticles
which have the effect of reducing visibility to

a few hundred metres,
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6.10 Sun And Cloud Cover
The New Federnl Capital cily site i
exposed to 2,500 sunshine hours annu=2lly

— ~(Mabogunje 1977).

During the dry months, the varistion in
the month of sunshine follows the pgenoro) trend
of an inérense from over 275 hours on the ety
+Site's

With the approach of raining seascn renching

its lowest values in the month of Aupust Fip. 10
6.11 Support Infracstructure System

Basic support infrastructure svatem:s howve bean
developed to support the functioning ot the nee
capital city. These utility system—wntér supply,
waste water disposal, drainage, solid wasle
management, telecommunications and power have boon
planned in response to the demands of the future
population.

The provision of these infrastructnural
facilities have recorded tremendous achievements
all over the city and the territory.

In the city, these infrastrucqtural development:
have so far been limited to Garki 1 and Yhase )

‘and to some extent the central Area,.
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Purther more, these facilitisce «re 1 dpy cxbapiad
to some local government Headquarters and =abkalika

towns such ns Karu and Gwagwalada.
|

6.12 Tho Nicro site iuvoneety An=sly=isa
The Kwara State Governwcent Liasizon CFFicn
site »t Abuja is located in tHe contral area of
the clty whica %= allocated for the minficlorial

and State governmant lialson officos Lnildinge.

6.12.1 LUrban Contextual Analvsics

'he Kwara State Lianiron CFfice Abnja hne
basically cdu»l functions. thils cne pare of Bl
couiplaex servas as an office scoeommnd
friinctions for most part of “he day, Ehs -thep
pact functieone as rasidential snd functicn Lokl
day and night.

This bv implication makes L~ concldcrating
of the functions nf the Adjzcant builling
proposed in tha land used rzlativ=e “© k4
function of the complex very import-nt. ide-lly
1 complex like Kwara State Lipision offi
Abuja should he positioned in » miv-n=a sres

wht ch

Leacause of 1ta functionsefene AV
L

ac-ommod-teas rasidential and adninfctratiy

functions. i

=

In th2 /buja Master Flnn, 211 the

b .:1_!!?”

provided for Lialsion officps arz Yee

A as

the central administrative zone. Thi= are

accammodate

provided in the master plan ls to

office complexes for various fad-ral minictri
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As guch the area is mostly functional during the
day and less activities during the nipht. 'This
compromises the residential function of the
liaison office due to the absence of nenr'ly
residential quarters. But Hiltcen Hotel which also
function in the night is not too far from the site
therefore less limitation posed by the site.

Site Features

(a) Topography:

Topographically the site is typified by a
gently sloping terrain, dropping from n height
of ;82m té L}78m through a distnntd of 10%m
horizontaliy. This gives an average slope percenlogoe
of 3.8% which classify the site flat.
(b) Soil Type:

The soils underlying the site are derived
f}om granite, gneiss and magnitic sedimentnry
rocks. '

The soil ﬁnderlay is principally made-up of
metamorphic and sedimentary rocks of medium
to high strength of the stype musolite nnd Diolile,
(c) vegetation

There is almost complete absence of trees nnd

little vegetation on the site. This is bocouse

it has been cleared by private farmers.
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(d) Boundry Development

The site is bounded by three roads while the
fourth one is to the extreme north of the site.

To the Northern part of the site is an open

' developable land.

Site Appraisal

(a) Site Merits

(i) Good proximity to the seat of federal ministerics
and other .parastatal bodies and bqually close

to the ministry of works and Brigade of Guards

site. This makes movement between the complex

and other places within the central official

district very much shorter and therefore easicr,

(ii) Accessibility:

The B2 road that bounds the site on Lhe
southern part provides better opportunities for
the choice of ingress and egress points to the anijte.

(iii) Regularity of Shape

The regular shape as eﬁthiteu by Lhe sile

is an added advantage towards the general planning

—of the—site and as such makes the desipn ot the  ———e..

complex as an integrated structure simpler,
(iv) The regularity of the terrain and s lmosi
flat nature create advantage toﬁnrdh Lthe choicoe
of structural system,

[
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(v) The absence of any physical obstacle on the
site makes the placement of units easier without
any hinderance.

The only related feature is the pile of
earth adjacent td the B2 road which was put
there during the road construction.

(vi) The site being bounded by rrads makes
possible diversity in choice of ﬁoint of
engress and ingress.

(b) Site Demerits:

(i) The flat terrain as exhibited by the site do
not provide the opportunity for differentinl
horizontgl_plnnning and do not enhance drainape,
(1i) Absence of. trees on the site makes impossible
ready made landscape elements (trees).

(iii) The presence of more than one rond makoes

noise one of the determinants in the placement

of functional area.
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CHAPTER SEVEN

THE DESIGN REPORT

SITE CONCEPTION

Site Zoning

The zoning éf the site is based on noise
disturbance potential, the considerations for
orientation, accessibility and t' privacy of
individual functional areas. '

In th; zoning the Northern part of the site
is zoned to accommodate the guest lodging wing
of the complex. This is because the aren is
relatively far removed frdm the expressway and
the functional use of the unit is most ot o Lime

when the noise level is lowest at this side.

The other two areas that are susceptible to noise-

Areas Adjacent to B2 and NS13 are to accommodnte
the Liaison office.

The Design Concept

‘The plan is the generator, Without n plon,
you have lack of order, and wilfulness. — s
The plan holds in itself the essence of sensation,
The great problems of to-morrow, dictated by

collective necessities, put the quéstion of "I'lan"
in a new form.

Modern life demands, and is waiting for o new kind
of plan both for the house and for the city.

- Le Corbusier
)
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In the conception of the architectural plon,

more emphasis is laid on functiow ' relationship
/

of the unitary ports of the compiex and flexbility.

Since a liaison office is an office representing

state, the design could therefore portray the
image of the state, but becquse of the state's
diversity in culture as in tongues withoul a
common and unique style, the Architect is then
left to play vith the state's unique features;
one of these is the existence of River Niper and
Benue confluence in the State.

The plan therefore has two éxis meeling at

\

a point, expressing two rivers meetinpg at the

confluence, .

e

General Planning

The planning of the Kwara State Liaison office
in Abuja is based on the basic criteria ol zoning
the public functions away from the non-public
sections.

The administrétive core takes three floors;

The ground floor which is basically public contains
the reception, the display aren, hccnnnf. Treasiny
Registry, Typing pool and radio room. fThe second
floor basically contains the information/lducation
units and the third floor houses the red corpet

section and the conference room.
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Also in the guest lodging block, the ground

floor contains lounge, bar, porter, information,

gamesroom_ and changing rooms. The first to second

floor contains the single/double bedrooms, third
to fourth floor contains one bedroom suit, the
fifth floor contains the executive suilts of
director étatus while the last floor which is
the sixth contains the Governor suit each floor

carries a lounge to the fourth floor,

Elevational Composition

Just as every form contains'its funclion nnd

-existas-by virtue of it, so every function frind: i i

or is engaged in finding its form"
- Louis Sullivan.

The choice of elements in the formntion of
elevational composition is baselon the use of
structural elements to express the composition
of Kwara State. The three vertical elemenls
(stair cases) expresses;the three basic ehtnic
groups in the state which are Yoruba, Nupe and
Ebirra, and the equal heipght expresses Lheir
right equality. The .erticality expresses their

dynamism,
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' 7.5 Circulation

7¢5.1 Horizontal Circulation

7‘5f2

The concept succeeded in separating the
pedestrian circulation from tﬁp vehicular which
makes possible the devotion of the frontage of
the building to planting apart from accessibilily

freedom by pedestrians without vehiculsr obstruction,

Radiating from the entrance lobby of Lthe

Administrative block are three routes; through

the corridor, one links the residentinl Accommodotiog

reception. The second one links the bananet Holl
and ghe restaurant, the third route lends dipect Iy
to the Accommodation area through thE courtynrd,
All the units are also linked by walkways in the
courtyard. All office floors have a recenlion
lobby the circulation pattern follow the bosie
shape of the block i.e. a genernl corridor (rom
which each of the room could be accessed,

Vertical Circulntion

For going up within the Administrative block,
a system of stairs is provided wilhin the compley,
Fire escape stairs are located at the two ends
of the building with the main stair at the entrance

lobby.



7.5.2

7.6

Wit R

In the éccommodation block, a system of stanirs
and iifts are provided within the complex. It
contains a system of two guest's lifts with a
dumwaiter there exists also a service stnir case
apart from the guest stair case. Fire escape
stairs are located towards the two ends of the
building.

Structures and Fabrics

The choice of structural system is simple oo
that it does not require advance congtructionnl
procedures and labour which depend on technolopy
we do not possess. The main meterinal used for
the building is reinforced concrete. All colnmne
and beams are of reinforced concrete, and simple
reinforced concrete floors is employed ns the
structural system, The external covering is
cemente« sand block wall with concrete panels,
Services

In the administrative block, toilets were
as much as possible restricted to a fixed aren
of the building so that piping can run continously
in a straight route, and they were located to
external space to‘allow fast escape of odour and

proper lighting.

-~



7+6.1

7.6.3

In the residential accommodation block, toilectn

to individual rooms are located along o aingly

loaded carridor with the ducts running vertically

througty:-the floors. The toilets services for the

“other components are distributed in 211 to Lhe

ground which invariably goes into the inspection
chambers.

Water Supply

wWater from the mains is digtrihutod to the
administrative block,the service area ond the
residential accommodation.: 1L is taoken np Lhe
floors by piping. A water cistern is located on
the last floor apart from the pround tonks.
Drainage

Rain water is drained down by the fall pipes
and gutters and are alqowed:to follow site drainape.
Sewage pipes carrying foul water are first taken to
inspection chambers and to geptic and soak-nway
tank which is located in the lower bnrt of Lhe sile,

Fire Escape

All doors to the fire escape stairs are fire
check doors which are controlled by electronic
sensors which can spot smoke or ' re and this keeps

/

them shut. The lobby space at ihe front of each

.of the escape stair cases will help contnin crowd

during disperfion. The lifts are also capable of

keeping out fire and smoke.



will also confine smoke. Openings on the sides

Projections on each floers will help stop the

spread of fire from one floor to the other and

7.6.4

7:6.5

of the escape stairs provide opportunily for ensy

evacuation of people in case of fire.

Viindow Cleaning

The common and easiest method for tnll
buildings is the use of scaffolding, othoer
mechanical methods such as the suspencion melhod
can be used to reach any height and any frnurh
Lighting

In the administrative block windows have been
located at the externcl walls of the building so
as to admit natural light into the different unit:s.
Since the corridor is doublf loaded, opcnings
at both ends of the building will enhance liphting
in the building's corridor, Apart from this,
high level window; are introduced on the internal
walls of the units. The glazing of the central
lounge on each of the office floor also will
increase lighting and ventilatior :otential of
the structﬁre. }

Windows a2re located on the external walls OF he

. resideniial ” accommodation block apart from

the high leveliwindows on the doors which have
direct relationship with the singly loaded

corridor.
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This automatically makes poésible cross ventilabion

in the rooms apart from sufficient liphling.

~“Artifictal lighting also will supply sufficien! —
lighting during the night.

7.6.6 Landscape

The external landscape comprises'or lnwns,
shrubs and conscious planting of trees. In |h
courtyard, the landscape elements apart from the
lawn and shrubs include a sculpture picce,

Also there are plantings in the lounge.

CONCLUSION

This study has made a discovery of Lhe
currentlipadequacy in the function of linison
offices considering the fact that they are
information centres. .

A liaison office stands to represent a stoate
to furnish guests of differént categoriecs with

\ 'necessary details'about‘the state apart from
rendering assistance, it ghould also toke core
of such guests if necessary. The information

dissemination is dual; from the  deral body
')

t

to the states and vise-versa. A contact with a
state liaison office is a contact with Lthe

concerned state.
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Since the present stotus of linison officors
has been considered unsalisfactory bhochanse of
no attention paid to the display of the stote:
artefacts and important features that conld help
in appreciating the state epart from serving na
physical means of disseminnting informnlion
which means educating people aboult the sbole,
the thesis hns therefore increosed the dimension
of a liaison office by introducing a dinplay nren
where the stale artefacts and importint featupre:s
could be'diSp]nyed; A place where one cfn o
through the state within a spoce. 'This will
increase the educational and information dicsemination
potentials of a liaison office.

The thesis also has mede a conscious efforl
to design the residential Accommodation capablo
of providing the workers with accommodation

opportunity considering the lleterogeneity in

workers categories.
Xy ' /

Provision of recreational facililies in the
environment gives it 8 humane touch of relaxalions!

aids and enlivens people in the environmen t,
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