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ABSTRACT.
Information technology has opened many channels of not only information retrieval and
transmission but also of information generation, When the computer was introduced into
the printing process, the possibility of electronic publishing was no longer a pipe dream.
"his paper examines the idea and concept of electronic publishing and its
revolutionary impact on information generation and dissemination. It also looks at the
controversial side of it publishers scepticismto it especially in the area of piracy and
copyright and itsmeritsand challengeto the Nigerian academic.
The paper agrees that like every other technological innovation the electronic
publishing hasit own problemsthough,its advantagesfar outweight its problemsthe
academic community in Nigeria or elsewhere stands to gain a lot if they can overcome
the Infrastructural problems that generally stand in the way of technological
advancement.
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Introduction

Nigeria's status as a developing country has, to a large extent. contribuled Lo the
slow pace of her exploitation of the many opportunitics offered by information
technology (IT) of which electronic publishing is one. We are already familiar with the
term ‘publishing®  this is the art of disseminating or making available recorded
knowledge for public good as well as commercial gain. Our understanding of *electronic
publishing” may rot be all that straight Torward. There is thurelure the need o highlipo
and explain it a little further,

According © the MeGraw -1l Dictionary of Scientific and Technical e
(2003} electronic publishing is an umbrelia 1erm for non-paper pubtishing which includes
publishing online or on media such as CDs and NVDs. It is the provisioon of mloiation
with high editorial and value added content in electronic Torm by atlowing the nser sooe
degree of control and inleractivity.

Wikipedin (2001) states that electronic publishing includes digital publication of
e-books and electronic articles, and thie development of digital libraries and catilogues. It
comes under values hyponyms like anline publishiag e-publishing, wd web publishing.

Compaine (1998) sees “publishing™ us the process by which an information
provider assembles, formats, and distibutes a content - intensive product. whercas
electronic  publishing means taking the content created by the writers, artists,
photugmphcr.s, ete.'and getting ix to the end user in digital rather dian printed format o
the purest form, he further explains electronic publishing as the creation, stompe.
l'ransmib:sion,' and ‘reception of text, sound ond graphics by digital means, OF cowrse,
throughout the process compulers are invelved. '

Strong (2000) vompares “clectronic pablishing”™ to “intellectuaf properts™ ae it
involves the transicr fiom (he publisher to the reader of & tmgibhe Uiing, teowlich the
published work is embodied. -

The raison d’etre for the rising profile of e-publishing according 1o Ressler (2006)
is that the technologics surrounding the Internet aud the World Wide Web are chuanging
so rapidly that no book can be completely up-to-date for long. By utilizing the benefits of
IT, e-publishing has dramatically increased the speed at which large volumes of data can
be structured, indexed, sorted, slored, accessed, and  delivered 0 o sector of
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information utility.

Just as in the famibiar tradition of publishing the process begins with the author
actualising ideas and concepts utilizing facts. creating information by sclecting from o
mass of data. ad impostne order and steuctme i the resalting work The antho
assembles his vaw material from Hcts Hoores, coneepts, and optivns. other publile |
works, ete. which are anahveed and -aonthesized. At the end of these. he achicves by
objective of comnummcating with the vowdar througeh the witten sword The T
application of F1 oo the pondmg o I (RIS U T S TS AN SR T TR

Indeed c-publishing 1o concormed soith e mse o0 i the process beowlo hoihe
user can interact direetly with the clectronic torm ol the author's work. explonmg the
structure as well as the content of the infonmation amd usieg the power of 11 1o wmch
vast accumulations of information and 1o transnut results divectty 1o the user,

E-publishing creates an iformation  chan  involving  technology. auvthors,
producers, retailers. suppliers, and users. Technology comes in the shape of hard-and
software’s as well as communication systeris s however, not debutable that without
the author who is the creative originmor, there yould be no chain at all. It is actually the
works created by authors that prodocers deselop into electronic information prodinct
Reiailers, on their owa pant. deliver the clectrome information 1o end users.

But there s something ¢lse o publishers™ electronie products which Chapunca
(2001) pointed our. They can po sicneht to the user. bypassiong any inteemiedis
information or b (AR v sl e peoduced Both i poog el
electronic form while some are exaet reproduc tomes of the e texit (Chapraan e Pl
we now have journads made mereasingly avalable electromeally and books also thoueh
at a slower but sure rate.

Desktop Publishing

Desktop publishing is one of the products of teehnology in electronic publishing.
Its software is an example of the use of clecyonies in publishing rather than the true
electronics publishing which is concerned with the use of electronics directly by the
information user. However, the error persists o the perception of desktop publishing s
being synonymous with electronic publishing
Desktop publishing provides the weser wath facilities i oa PO which eoalan 1
0Hs
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the relationship between thie Bbrary and the publistiers of the new cleciiome prodie e
particular off-line databases involving the use of optical media.

The main worry for publishers is the potential use of optical Jic by hbanes 1o
carry out activities that might deprive them of, ar Tower therr probits and rediee thor
market. However, the publishers and the libraries can come to agreement on soniw pomits,
like:

i No related production of multiple printed copics should be allowed without
permission from the publishers.

b. No direct (on-line) transmission (o other libraries without a special licence. In
other words, no networking

C. No downloading to computers other than in the institution.

d. No sale of download files.

But libraries need not be oo constrained. Without permission or payment, they
can provide the tollowing:

a. Ordinary access to optical dises. Tor scanning or reading on the sereen 1 hie

more or less like reading of printed joumals mn a library or af hone

b. Printing paper copies for individual users-similar to photocopymg ol piinted
articles.
¢ Downloading for use within the institution.
CONCLUSION

What ha been discussed is not merely a project for the future, an ideal. or
something of science fiction. Electronic publishing is a reality, already established and
functional. In the hard-pressed world of Nigerian publishing business, it is really an
inviting idea which will no doubt be embraced with enthusiosm by the acadoni
community where libraries would serve as the go between

However, we have to be mindtul of certam facts which are pant o the “Nipa i
factor”. For one thing, unless and unbil power sapply is reliable anvihing: clectrome s
bound to be a dismal Faitlure. Again the country™s copyright laws are observed nuae
breach. Electronic publishing without proper and finn control may sk open the
floodgates of piracy and plagiarism in Nigerian academic,

These, however, should not  diminish the importinee and usefiilness of
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electronic publishing in a book-starved country like ours,
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