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ABSTRACT

The work centres nmainly on the Sokoto Caliphate
Collection in Ngerian Libraries end Archival Institutions.
The purpose of the study is to establish the existence and
| ocations of this very valuable but hitherto not well known
collection; and also to determne specificalLly how the
follow ng major technical operations affect, the collection:
Acqui sition, Oganization (Catal oguing and d assification),
Restoration and Preservation. The other areas also to be

considered include circulation, utilization and cooperation.

In order to obtain relevant data on the above najor
operations, questionnaire and structured interview nethods
were enployed. Six different Collecting agencies drawn
fromuUniversity, Public, Special and Private Libraries,
Archives and Museum form cur representative sanpl es.

Wth the data gathered fromthese Centres, the study
identifies generally the actual present condition of the
Sokoto Caliphate Collection and the numerous i npedi ments
to its devel opment and effective conservation. A so
identified are the serious problens facing the collecting

agencies thenselves as well as the researcher and Schol ars
who nostly utilize the collection.

In the light of these acconplishnents, several suggestions
ere made in formof recommendations to the authorities
concerned so as to ensure inprovement, proper reservation

and maximumutilization of the coll ection.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

The early nineteenth Century witneésed én imp&;tant
religious event popularly known in the history o this
Country as the Sokoto Jihad., One of the repercucssions of
the Jihad was the establishment of a State called the
'Sokoto Caliphate', The Sokoto Jihad wis also accompanied
by a monumental outburat of literary works. tThis was due
mainly to the unprecedented contributions of the Jihad

leaders like Shaykh Usman bn Fodio, his brother, Abdullahi

bn Fodio and his Son, Muhammadu Bello, i
_ | | i

On the literary engagements of thesé Zreat men,
Abdulhamid (1971)1 commented that "the Sokvto Jihad leaders
were great Scholars, They were masters of toth the Sword
and the pen, They were leaders of the Community not only
in political and religious affafrs but also in the field
- 0of learning., They tfaught, preached and wrote books,
Monographs and Pamphlets on various subjects such as
'Tafsir' (Quranic Commentaries), 'Hadith'.(tradition of
the prophet), jurisprudence, theology, mysticism, Language
and Literature," : i_

Also, refering to the important legacy beqycathed'ﬁ hﬂ'Pmﬁeﬁt

. generation by the above three eminent jersonalities,
Ismall (1971)2 stated that "Inspite of their difficulties,
continuous occupation and inveolvement, rirst, and through
out their careers in all matters pertaining to Islam,

then the jama'a and subsequently the state, the triumvirate

left a great legacy in writing,"




2

Smith (1959)3 gave some highlights on the wuantity of
historical source materials available in West .irfrica, He
indicated that ™he most voluminous writers were the 'Ulama
who, at the begining of the 19th Century established what
we call the Fulani empire of Sokoto.... whose works have
been preserved and are still read at the present day,"

He further emphasised that "this mass of West African
writing, Surviving from the period 1750 - 1300 is enormous,
No complete Surwey of it has yet been made, but it is not
impossible that the texts involved number several thousands.
As to governeent records (as distinet from 'literature’)
which survive from the same period, it is impossible even
to guess at the volume," f

Similarly, comparing the Sokoto ulama's tize with the
pfesent day, Hiskett (198h)u indicated that "today, we
normally enjoy the facilities of hizhly organizad libraries
and even then it is often difficult encugh to 1y one's
hands on what one needs," He also continued to say thet
hg "never cease to Marvel at the extra-ordinary availability
of books in the much more rigorous and demandinz physical
conditions of West and Central Sudan of 3hayxh .‘bdullahi's
time®, Hiskett wondered "if, even in this age of
photocopying, it is easier to lay one's nhand on say,

Tanbihal-ghafilin than if was in \.,D. 17C0."

It is worthwhile noting that it was not only the
afore~mentioned religious figures who engaxed in the
production of literary works, Quite a good number of 'Ulama

also produced a lot of works, These people were mostly
| H



the flag bearers (emirs), Scholars and disciples spread all
over Hausaland, Also Scholars who came from far a field
to the Shehu at Sokoto Composed hundreds of works especially

on judicial (law), politics, administrative and religious
matters, ‘

Further-more, some women were noted to have attained

a high level of academic and intellectual excellence,
especially those associated with the Palaces, Like their ‘
male counterparts, these women assumed teaching and
preaching roles., They equally engaged actively in
scholarly writings, A very good example of these vomen

authiors wzs fthe lesrred d-oughter of the 3Shaykh Usman bn
Ffodio, Nana Asma Bint, This woman is said ts have put her
boundless energy to use as an author and teachz2r, "That
is why to many 3cholars, especially in Islamic Sciences
in Nigeria She is considered as ons of the learna2d 'non
Aradb' who can successfully write in Arabic,... ..nd up to :
this twentieth Century, Asma's literature is still relevant."5

Tﬁe tremendous liferary Contributions of the

Sokoto Caliphate 'Ulama can never bes doubted agnd '"the
literature left to us by the triumvirate, thelr contemporaries
and SucCcessors, .... with its diversity, orizinality and
Sheer guantity stands high in the order of the Arabic Islamic
literature of its time,... The impact of this literary

revolution, the influence of which coverad the whole sudanic

. 8
belt of Africa from Coast to Coast is still with us,®

i



It suffices at this juncture to provide é vivid
description of the Sokoto Caliphate works, "In the literature
there is everything, the poetry, the proée, the fiction,
the true story, the parable, tne an-ec-dote, most of what
we call the creative recreational art as well as the matters
that pertain to faith, state, medicine, the apvlicd Sciences
and the Craffs.“7 ‘ (

The description of the works by Mahmud (196&)8 indicated
that the writings "Contain a vast literature on n number
of topics other than theology and politics and 1 virtual
mines of information regarding the culture and intellectural
activities of.their age, Included are letters, dizries,
poems, and ot er forms of belles=letters,"” Fernups it is
in realization of the diverse topics covered by lie writings
that he (Mahmud) went on further to stress that "these works,
which constitute the classical literature of wesl ..frica,

should be collected, preserved and made more wilrlky available,®

Surely the Sokote Calivhate literature 5ns proved |
relevant and important not only to the situation obtaining
in its time but also to our present day one, Thnt is why
it is strongly said that this literature deserves the
attention of all Scholars '"not simply as sourca material

eres DUt for its own sake and for all its meanings and

dt¢mensions, Whether it is the guestion of an identity
that cuts across tribe and region, the lingua Sr.u.ca, the
indigenous culture or the values for ta» Universal and

eternal, that literature can not be ignored,”



1,17 Justification of the Study:

s The Sokoto Caliphate Collection Merits such a study,
This is because the work 1s contemporaneously a response

to our present day circumstances and necessities,

Ever since, the history of the Sokoto Caliphate has
achieved such a great importance that it is being taught

right from Secondary up to Post-Secondary Institutions in

Nigeria, More over, Universities in this country h=zve

accerded due recognition to it, In these institutions, a

study of the Sokoto Caliphate and its Literature is
incorporated into " curricular programs, More
importantly also, provisions, in terms of research facilities
have been made for an extensive research work in tnhis field,
It is indeed worth noting that this kind of recorsnition
obtains not only in its (Sokoto Caliphate) home c~round,

some other
Nigeria, but also inAAfrican Countries and elsewiere,

Further-more, some documentation Centres exist in
Nigeria especially in the Universities, These Clentres have,
in their holdings, numerous materials originating from
the Sokoto Caliphate, Examples of the places where such
materials are largely found include the following Universities:

Ahmadu Bello, Bayero, Ibadan and Ife, |

A part from Universities, there are equally important
Centres where the Caliphate's works are located, These
include the Sokoto State History Bureau, National .urchives,

Kaduna, and National Museum, Jos, Similarly a lurge
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proportion of the materials is available in the nrivate

collections of individual Scholars, religious amd traditional

leaders, : : /

Taking into consideration the importénce 0f the Sokoto -

Caliphate materials to 3cholarly activities as well as their
dispersion Mmakes one to believe that there i35 the need
to establish the existence of these unique information
resources; collectively known as the Sokoto Caliphate
Collection, This work will therefore be a meéns ol letting
the generality of the people especially scholars :nd
researchers know about the existence and locations of this
very valuable but hitherto not well Known collection, It

is indeed a high time now to publicise this coll:ction and

also furnish scholars with such a vital informaZicn so as

to ensure maximum and effective utilization.
| :

1.2 Purpose of the Study:

A lot of works dealing with the historical, religious,
political, Socio-economic and educational aspects of the
Sckoto Caliphate abound. However, a study'of t.e Sokoto
Caliphate literature, an aspect which relates more particularly
to the fleld of librarianship, is yet to be given ffx adequate

A deserves-
attention A e very few previous stuilies that can be said
to have some relevance to librarianship have centred mainly
on the literary or Scholarly contributicons of the Sokoto
Ulama, These studies, for instance, focuss on the works
of say Shaykh bn Fodio, Atdullahi bn Fodlo, Muhammadu Bello

or Nana Asma Bint, There is little or no attempt made

o
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to indicate the locations of such works studicd, talk less
o

of how they are recovered, organized, maintained, preserved

and how scholars are served, ' J

It is in view of these serious deficiences that

this study is embarked upon. The e

study has the following specific objectives:

Te

L.

5.

T

9.

To bring into limelight the existence ot the

Sokoto Caliphate Works which are Collectively
refered to as the Sokoto Caliphate Collection,.

To indicate the various locations of the Cellection,
To determine the relative usefulness of the
Collection to the Libraries and archival instituticns,
To study the technical operations (i.e acquisition,
cataloguing and classification procedures) afrecting
the collection, f

To find out how adequate is the provisicon mxde for
pPreservation and maintenance of the collection.,

To determine the administrative and financial

involvements in acquisition of the materials and

|
development of the entire collection,

To find out the kind of lending system that exists

and the extent of use of the colleqtion by Scholars
|

and reserachers,

To serve as a guide and reference source to scholars

and future reserachers interested in this special

|

field of investigation, |
To provide meaningful suggestions and recoznendat ions

with a view to ilmproving the colleection in ils entirety,
|



1.3 Statement of the Froblem:

This project intends to investigate the aviilability
of the 3Sckoto Caliphate Collection in Nigerian Libraries
and archival institutions, Specific areas whica cause some
problems toward the development and utilization of the

collection will as well be investigated,

So, the question thzt this study seeks to ~nswer are:

T What is the general contribution of the Seokoto
Caliphate Collection towards the advancement of
Knowledge and information dissemination in i -eria
in particulzr and elsewhere? [

2+ What useful purpose does the Collection serve to
the Nigerian libraries and archival institutions?

3+ What problems are confronted in an attempt or effort
to recover the Calippftes' materials?

e To what extent is this special and unigue collection
organized, preserved arnd ~aintained?

Se To what extent is the ccllection made accessible to
public both for reference and/or lending services?

6, 1astly, what are the administrative and financial

hinderances to the development of the colloction?

|
1t Significance of the Study: ‘

Amongst the most important legacies bpqpeathed tais

generation by the Sokoto Jihadists are tnelr nuaerious

literary works, However, inspite of their cquantity and

value, the writings still remain known and utili:ed by very
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few individuals, This is due to the fact that little effort
has been done by scholars and researchers alike to expose
the materials, This study is therefore in the right
direction as it intends mainly to bring these uninown, but
versatile resources into the limelight, This publicity will

go a long way in creating a wider readership more than

ever before,

Additionally, the work is significant in the following

respects: r

1. It will replenish the amount of literature available
in this field of study. J

2e It will ensure continuous recovery and collection
of the materials that make up the Sokoto Caliphate
Collection, |

e It will foster the improved organization, utilization,
preservation, maintenance and management of the
collection, |

Le It will generate enougnh interest and enthusiasm and
consequently an exhaustive investigation in this
special field of study, i

5. To the libraries and archives, it is hoped that the
woerk will improve their effectiveness, It will as
well give an encouragement to their staff in the
discharge of their professicnal responsibility of
information dissemination, To these staff =l3so0,
the work will be a very valuable working docuuent

or tool for reference and guidance purvoses,

|
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6. To the schol.r, this work offers itself as a means to

an end; the bridge that connects him with the collecticn
and the different centres housing it.
Te To the publishers, it gives them an insight into
what contributions they should make with resurds to
the development of the collection by way of publication,
8. It is also hoped that the study will be of benefit to
the Islamic¢ organizations or bodies like the Islamic
Trust of Nigeria, Jama'at Nasril Islam, Isl-mic

Education Trust and so forth, {

1.5 Assumptions: _ /

This research study is guided by the following

assumptions: J
Te That the Sokoto Caliphzte Collection hzs bolh national
and international recognition because of 1Lts Tremendous

contributions to the advancement of knowled;e both

within and ocutside Nigeria. J

2e That the collection exists in Nigerian Libtriries snd

archival institutions, |

3. That there is little effort in the areas o! recovery
and collection, restoration, preservation und
maintenance of the works, J-

L, Although the collaction is sizeable enough, thare is
lack of an acceptable classification and catrlo:uing
schemes in use that will take c¢are of the pocullarities

of the documents, |
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S5e That lack of standard classification and cataloguing
schemes are important impediments to proper organization
and adequate utilization of the c¢ollection,

6, That the collection, though sizeable enou;hyis not well
known; but a publicity of it can create a wider
readership than is presently the case,

7 That cooperation between libraries and archival
institutions is virtually non existent as far as this

collection is concerned,

1.6 Scope And Limitations:

As the title of this work suggest:, the study is
extremely specific to only the collection of the Jokoso
Caliphate located in Nigeriszn Libraries and archival-
institutions. Out of all the librazries and arcnival
institutions in the country, the followings are specifically
affected by the study.

1. Bayero University Kano Library,
2e Northern History Research Scheme, shmadu Bello
University, Zaria. ' |

3 Sokoto State History Bureau, Sokoto,

L. Private Library of Wazirin 3okoto, ~1Biji(Or) Junaidu.

~ National Archives, Kaduna }
6. National Museum, Jos,
This study is not without some obvious limit-ticns.

Geographically, a number of libraries and archival institutions

at various locations in Nigeria were, initially, to
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successfully accomplished, It is finaliy the researcher's

belief that the information gathered as a result of this

investigation and which is contained in this text will be

of vital use to scholars and researchers interested in the

study of the Sokoto Caliphate and its literature,

1.7

Methodology:

The methods employed in the collection of d:ta necessary

for this project include the followings!

Te

3.

Literature Search: A number of books, thesess, Jjournzl
articles and parers presented at seminars, symposian,
conferences, workshops etce-tera were consulted.
Questionnaire: <Juestionnaires were sent to the
libraries and archival institutions covered by this
study. The questionnzire was desiagned to furnis.. the
following information: Acquisition, Budget and
Finance, Fhysical Characteristics 0% the Collection,
Organization (cataloguing and c¢lassirication), Reader's
Services, Cooperation, Restoraticn, lreserv::tion,
Maintenance and individual personal comments or opinions,
Visits: For verification of the data contained in the
questionnaires, personal visits were conductad to trhe
affected Librnfies ard arcnival instizutions, Visits

were also made to some selected private coll-ctors,

PR
tnt

77}
[ X

Interview: Interviews were conducted with Uli.
in charge of the coll=2ction in all the particip-:ting

Centres, The selected private collectors were similarly

- interviewed, Thesa reorle shed more light on tre

importance nnd present stats of their collections,
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Se Documentary evidences: The.Study.is also bused on the
critical examination of many documents that .ire availlable
in all the places visited, For instance : thorough
search was made of the manuscript materials, relevant

files and records, catalogues of the manuscripts

etcetera,

1.8 Organization of the Study:

This study is organized into the following .Jeven

Chapters:
Chapter Cne introduces and justifiés the study, It

states its problems, underlying assumptions, Scope, Limitations

and methodology.
Chapter two reviews the literature found te be most

relevant to the study. f
Chapter three traces the historical background of the

Arabic-Islamic Liternture in Nigeria generally and the Sokoto

Collection in particular, J

In chapter four, the different locations of tiae Sokoto

Caliphate materials are mentioned, It simultaneously

discusses the variocus efforts made toward recovery and

.,!

" mainly the major technical

collection of the materials,

chapter five treats

operations affecting the Sokoto Caliphate Coll:ction. These

operations comprise acquisition, cataloguing and classification,

restoration, preservation and maintenance., The chapter,as

well,dwells on aspects of circulation and utilization,

Chapter Six Collectively brings all the fin%ﬁngs of the
ane .

study together. These are compared critLCallghunalysed and

problem areas exposed, : . o R
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In the light of all the findings of the stuuiy, chapter
Seven concludes by offering some useful suggestions and
recommendations “or the imppovement, proper care and maximum

utilization of the Sokoto Caliphate Collection.

At the end, there are appendices encompassing first)
3 detailed bibliographical information of all the works
copy oF
consulted; and (aeﬂj, Q ( the juestionnaire administered

for the purpose of collectinﬁ data in respect of this study.
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CHAETER TWO |
REVIES OF RELATED LITERATURE

The first thing that strikes any one attempting a
serious study on the Sokoto Caliphate Collection is the
inadequacy of existing literature, A survey of the previous
works, including those produced for professional library
qualifications like the B.,L.S, M.L.3 and Ph.D Library

Science have revealed that a work dealing with this special

field of investigation is non existent, .
i
However, related literature abounds; and 1t is in

the forms of books, theses, periodical articles and papers

presented at either a 3eminsr, Jymposium, Jonl r.ce or

vorkshcp, These sworks are considered relevant ~nd important

to our study because they provide a necessary background -

information on the subject of the study,

The first most important work i3 that of Kani (19?8).1
It centres on the literary activity in Hausaland in ‘e
late eighteenth and early nineteemth Centuries wilh special
raference to Shaykh Uthman B. Fudi, The thesis discasseé

the impact of Islam in the Western ind Central Sudan

(Hausaland)., One remarkable Islamilc influence in the region

was the emergence of scholurs who actively engaged in varlous

scholarly and literary activities, And the most spectacular

figure of these scholars was 3haykh Uthman b, Fudi,

Specific attention has been given to the writings of the

Shavkh, Similarly systematic anal 3is of Lle
|



18
|

contents of the Snuykh's works -3 be=n underteken, \ Jdiscussion
of their characteristics, aquantitv, the vorinsds nd subjlects
which toey wover is =lso attemrted. Suinrn
. L Cam N2
A closely related work 1is that offivkoshy (1237)%, She

dwells on the contribution ¢f Nana Asma Bint .l- thnvkh Uthman
B. Fodio to West African literature from eighteecnth Century
to nineteenth century.' The author discusses at length the
historical background of 4sma Bint, This covers iner family
background, childhood, adulthoed, eduCation,teacning and

literary engagements, The thesis has also

listed the works written or translated by asma tn. <hrenelogical

i
order,

- Suturn finaliy cuvhasises

that the writings of Asma are still extant .nd e C2ing
also in
used not only in Hausaland but/tne whole dest ,Irican sudan,
| _

Last (1979)3 is generally biased “owards tho field of

history, . yet his book has some influence o Lo subject
4

of our study, The book gives a special treatmen:z to tha2

writings of the Sokoto viziers., It shows the phusicnl

characteristics of these works, These are espceci.lly in

forms of books, manuscripts snd letters, Murry stiributed
the availability of books in the Sokoto Calirhite ts the
following factors: existence of some locally wrillen works
before the Jihad, wide rancgce »f book importation Jdurings and
~after the Jihad, book copying end the literary ongagement
of the viziers, Wwhile the existence of =many exzensive
files was as result of the correspondance batwern the

headquarters (Sokoto) and other emirates, .additimally,

the took analyses the contents of these lettsars, The end

rortion of the book cortains a list of the woiks 20 the
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sokoto Caliphate that are found in thirteen different

locations,

Balarabe (‘1985)LL clearly explains the nature of
information Services in the Sokoto Caliphate. The various
information resources available are as well outlined in
his paper., The Palaces, Mosques and Quranic Schools that
existed are shown to pbe the most effective information
service agencies, while the information disseminators
jnclude the religious leaders, judges, emirs, Imams,
teachers and so forth. Balarabe concluded by emphasising

the impact of those information service agencies on the

development and preservation of the Sokoto Caliphate

materials for posterity.

5 deals with the Bibiiographic control

Sodangi (198L)
of manuscript in Nigeria with particular reference to
Arabic, Hausa and Ful fulde Manuscripts. The thesis sheds
some light on the availability of manuscript materials in
Nigeria, particularly in the Northern arenS. The liter~ry
activities characterising the then Hausaland are briefly
discussed, Some prominent authors and thelr contributions
are mentioned, The biblio: raphic problems vosed by the

Arabic, Hausa and #ul fulde manuscripts are thoroughly

exposeda, Also some solutions nre provi.ded for them.

Again, Kani (1980)6 focusses on bilioxgraphic control

in Nigeria with special reference to aArablc Script Literature,

The paper enumerates the different {nstitutions and

organizations toth within and outside the country that have
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been involved in the recovery of the indigenous \r :bic
manuscripts, The various accomplishments so far made
towards cataloguing, indexing and documenting il:ese unique
materials are highlighted, The »aper also vxposes some of
the serious obstacles towards successiul execution of the
afore-mehtioned technical operztions, At the cnd, few

suggestions aimed at eliminating the problems are offered,
|
Alegbeleyet's (1979)7 publication on bibliographical

control of archival and manuscript materials in MNigeria
cutlines the importance of an effective btiblioj raphical
control of these materials, .5 sucn xind of bibliograsphical
tool is relatively lacking in the country, tn= writer states

ways and means of compiling a national bibliography of the
o

materials in question,

A work on the Arabic Collection of lbadan uUniversity

"

Library by Mahmud (196&.)8 is 21so worth citinr. . e
genesis of the collection is [irst given by th» article
The importance of the one hurired and Sixty .ratic momiccerirts

collected by W. E. N. Kensdalz froa Nortaern Nigeria is

déscussed, The article fubther enumerntes Some Conmon

provlems associated with this snecilal collecticn, These

ataloguing, classificztion

O

include among others, acgquilsition,
and shortage of qualified sta2ft, It tnen olfers some
suggestions with a view to solving tas problems, The paper
also ¢alls for a systematic vrrogram of r2covering th2 great
volume of the manuscript materials that are still widely

dispersed throughout Nigeria and other :reas ol wast Africa,
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Of particular interest to thnis study is,Mohammed

9 enfichd . . . .
(1975)°, "A Hausa Scholur-trader and his Library Collection;
the case of Umar Falxe of Kano." The work Centres Frimarily
on the library collection of Umar Falke (1893 - 1962), a
local trader, religious leader and learned men with dedication
to the pursuit and dissemination of Islamic knowledge. The
thesis is significant to our study because it throws some
light on the richness of the Sokoto Caliphate in terms of
books and other related materials, It as well proves that

the litrary studied is one good example of the mzny private

libraries that contains numerous works written by the
Sokoto Jihadists, |

10 ) .
Natiya'’s (198),) ~ work on advanced level .Jur=nic Schools

has, to certain extent, exerted its influence uvon this

project, The author studied some selected Qﬁranic Schocls

in Kano, Katsina and Zaria, The development of tnese
schools, their curricular programms or activities, the ailze
and contents of their collections were thoroughly ¥reated,
The Zokoto Caliphete materials were indicatgd not only to

have existed in these schools but have also constituted the

bulk of their collections, _ ‘

i’
Last, but not the least, citation should be m.de of
Vail (1957)11 who discusses tre importance of monuscripts
and archival materials., He then advises librari:ns to

consider the collection of manuscript materials ~s one of

their primary professional rQSpoﬁsibilities. The 7Haper

librarians on how

concludes by giving some zuides to t..e
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these special kinds of muterials should be taken :ood care

of especially as regards to their organization, preservation
and utilization,

A1l the above cited literature together with the number
of related ones consulted have actually confirmed the following
facts: That a work thzt deals specifically with the Sokoto
Caliphate Collection has not been attempted., The previous
studies have dealt with the extensive literary -ctivities
that characterised the Calirhate, Some have focussed on
the works of some specific writers, Thus dealin: wi:h
either the physical characteristics or contents o fthose
writings, There are also otrer studies that hove discunsed

the bibliographical aspects of the manuscrirt malerials
|

in Nigeria generally. |-

The previcus studies have, however, failed to take into

consideration the following fundemental questions: ‘aere

are the bulk of the materials located; now are tuey organited
and taken good care of; who taxke care of them; what i: their

present condition-are they well preserved or jusi neglected;

are they utlilized; if s¢o, who make use of them, These and

many more important problems have been considered and treated

in this 5éudj . : |
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CHAFTER THREE

THE GENESIS OF ARABIC-ISL/AMIC MANUSCRIPT
LITERATURE IN NIGeRIA

3.7 Literature of the Pre-Jihad Period:

——

It is ~Stroiuij believed that Pre-Islamic Hausaland
was IgenmrﬂLQj an illiterate Society. The peonle knew not
about writing and reading, They had no books or :ay Xind
of written record, But this does not in any way mean that
the Society was without any culture, civilization =nd
local history collection, The collection oI loc..l1 history
was committed to memory by the people nnd this w:sS orzlly
transmitted from.one generation to another,

However with the advent of Islam, tae roli:ion of the

book, Hausaland began to witness a wave of liter-ry zctivity,
Historically, "Islam may have penetrated into the area as

early as the fourteenth Century, But it was not until the

been brought by a North African Cleric, Muhammad 21-riaghili
(d, 1504), In fact, it is likely that it was the result of
a more complex pattern of events made up oI inIluances from
Islamic Bornu, znd the impact of North African, 'nd later
Egyptian, Islamic Culture, brought in across th: Jahara

desert by the extending of the Medieval desert Lr:de rcutes

down into sub-saharan Africa,” ‘
erere
long before the Sokoto Jihad  the peoples of

Hausaland had contacts with North Africa through itrade,

Tnere were caravan routes cornnectin- Kano ind Jormu in Northern

i R +,
e lo bakid -
ATI0TZ Lne

Nigeria with Agades and Timbuctu in North africy,
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Commodities of this anclent trade were books tr..nsported
from North Africa into Hausaland., Many such books, when
they came to - Hausaland, were copied by indiviuuals; hence

the begining of Arabic Manuscript Literature in this part
of the world, |

Regretably however, very few Scholars }?Q&f r .rticulasr
attention to the Manuscripts of the Pre~Jihad period, The
manuscripts are yet to be adequately exposed to the publiec,
This, therefore, lives people with the wrong imoression that
it was only in the nineteenth century during the Jinad move-
ment that manuscripts began to be produced in tie country,
SJut the famous works of Hisk=tt (1955)2 and that of Bivar
and Hiskett (1962)3 are among the few contrirutions made
to Shed some light on the availability of manuscrict

literature before the Jihad, .;

The ealiar works found in tke Pre~dihad poriod were
mostly those strictly used as textbooks for the iLecc..ing
of Islam, Examples of such books include the holy ‘uran,
the Sahih of al-Bukhari, Mukhtasar of Khalil b, lsaag (the

principal and much revered textbook on Law cmon st tne

Malikis of the Sudan) and the Ishriniyat of :l-71.azi (d.

627/1230). This last work attained a grest porul.rity in

the Sudan : and it was uses mainly in prize of the

prorhet Mohammed (S.A.4), These Y oks ware amen- "he ones

first transported into thits Country from the M- :irib over

tne Caravan trade routes. Mnst of them hava alrealdy been

published.



| |
e | 20

There are, however, some of such books thit stili ceontinue
to be preserved in manuscript forms because some, of ‘he local
people find it rather difficult to read printed books.
Secondly, majority of the people strongly belicve that a
hand-written book 'is more zuthentic than a printed one,
Hence, they not oﬁly preserve the old manuscripts but also
continue to produce more and more hand-written copies from
the same in order to ensure their continuous existence,

More over, art of copying offers a good means of
livehhood to the copyists, All these factors certainly
explain why handwritten copies of the earliar boo.s continue

to have a considerable degree of importance up till today,
|

Another important category of books found in Jdiseria
in the period before t:e commencement of the Joioto Jihad
are those which were composed by the foreign Muslin |
Missionaries during their proselytization Mission in tae

area, It is considered worthwhile mentionirgz these works
and their authors,

As early as the 15th century, many:scholnrly ~ctivities
were under taken in the Sankore University in Timbuktu,
One of the illustrious erudite people of the tine was the
well known figure ard famous histori an, ahzmed 3aba of
Timbuktu (born 758/1357 - 830/1427). This personage, said

to have been a pupll of Ibn Marzuqg, travelled o Cairo to

study and later to teach, He was AN outstanding personality wWho
ave introdactd .

js credited as beiny JRe ferson 15 A Arabic letters '% Western
. Gse .

Africa at large., He /5, credited with tne prep.raticon of

a digest of his teacher's commentzry on the ‘'Junnlt,

Because of his tremendous literary lontributiows; .hed Baba

is believed to have a persorzl library of rearly 1,00 items,
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Coming down more specifically to the Nigerian territories,
mention must first be made of Abu aAbdullah Muhammad b, Abd
al-Karim b, Muhammad al-Maghili =1~Tilimsani (d. 909/150.).

He was a very well-known figure in the history of the Western
Sudan, He was very active in the spread of Islam and his
teachings did greatly influence the thoughts of the Fulani

Jihad leaders in West africa, |

Al-Maghili resided in Tuwat, then moved to 3udan, visiting
Ahir, Takedda, Kashina (Katsina), Kanu (Kano) and a lot of presea!
dﬂj African Countries, It is 2 fact that a conﬁidnrable
number of texts attributed to al-maghili have :-an vreserved
in Nigeria, The corpus of his works that are presently

extant include = the followings:

1. Tarif Fima Yajib 'ala'l<jiul sk. This Arabic text was

edited by Muhammad Zayyan b, Muhammad al-Momun, %aziri
of Katsina in 1931, It was also translated by T. H,
' Baldwin as 'The obligations of Princes’ in 1937,
Again extracts from the Ta'rif Fima Yéjib 'hla'l
Muluk are preserved in the Naim al-jkhwan ol Shenhu
Usman, and in Diya=al-Sultaniya and Diva al-hﬁkkam

of the latter's brother, :ibdullahi.

2 Mukhtasar Mimma Y2iuz lil-nukkam fi raddai-n—s 'an =1-

haram, This item i3 quoted a2t length in the Sixth

* Section of Sheaykh Uthmzn's Tappin al-ikhwin. Tne text
" unclir AL hEle 3

was also translated by palmer (1914) A "'n g-rly

Fulani Conception of Islam,"

3. Ta*lif ajubahu fini' an Masa®il., This is 1 epistle

to al-Hajj Muhammadu /skiz of 3onghal (1431 - 1328)
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replying to a questionnaire on the legal status ol the
supporters of his predecessors and opponent, Sonni \ili,
Extracts from this treatise are guoted by Shehu Usman in

the Siraj al-ikhwan, where the arguments, judgements, and

precepts of al-Maghili are used by the Shehu in support of
his own attack on the short~comings of the pegple of the
Sudan, In addition to the above works, there nre quite a
good number of literary compositions that are attributed to

al-Maghili though they are not included here,

[
I

The next clearly-attested author in the early nineteenth
century was Muhammad b, Ahmed b, Ali Muhammad »1-T~z-khtti,
popularly known as aiida ahmad, He meC 11-Mognili
at Takedda, and attended his classes of instructi n, In
about the year 915/1509 he went on pilgrimaze. 11 Tgypt
and the Hijaz he is reported to have made the ac uintance
of many ncted scholars, On his return to the Sucan, Aida
settled at Katsina, where the 3ultan invested hi.u ith the
fitle o qadi, and  he eventually died in about 2936/1529
- gt the age of Sixty years, having written comm:mmntaries

on the ;aukhtessp of Vhflig and other texts,

Makhluf b, Ali b, Salih al-Bilbali was anot::r important

figure of the generation of aida, He was a pupil of the

great-Uncle of aAhmad Baba, aAbdullzh b, Umar b, jwliiommad

AQit of Walatanna (Walata). In later life, Mnakhluf absndoned

the Career of a trader for scholarship, He travelled to

the Maghrib, where he studied under Ibn Ghazi »nd ot.ers,

and gained a reputation for phenemenol powers o’ Tomory,.
N

|
|

) | :
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being alleged to'have memorized the whole of the.égb;b :
al=-Bukhari. It was after this th-t he visited Kano, Katsina
and other cities in Nigeria before his death in 940/1533,
Though detaii of the writings of Makhluf is not found, yet
there are many evidences to prove that he wrote some works.
For instance, the serious disputation on various topics

that ensued between him and Aqib bn sbdullah {whose career
and works will be described below) led to the produckion

of a number of works 1ln defence of sach others st-nd,

Al=Ag3ib b, Abdullzh al-aAnsamuni al-Massufi wi.s a close
. L'in.:f{‘en"

Ccontemporary of Makhluf, He was,. pupil of al-mnhili =nd
had also studied under al-suyunti durings his Sojourm in

Egypt whilst on the Pilgrimaze, GSome of the writings of

Al=Aqib comprise:
1¢ Taliq ala gaul Khalil wa Khusisat niyyat al-halif-

"An appendix on the saying of Khalil: the intention

of the person making the Oath has been defined....”

2e Wujub zl=-jum'a bi-garyat Ansamun, This work is on the

requirement for Friday prayer in tne villaze of Ansamun,

3. Al-jawab al-Majdud 'an asilat al-amir- This is basically

a response to a questionnaire sent by the Jultan of

Songhai al-Hajj Muhammad .iskia, [

!
Another personge with an immense iiterary contritution

in the pre«Jihad periocd was ihmad b, Fartua al-Baraawi,

the Chief Imam of Bornu, He was almost of the s-me generatioh

with the scholars of the Timtuctu Circle but ol winolly

independent tradition eof scholarship, Beinz a contemror-ry
_ LGM{iiyj!LS ‘-j-
of the NMlilitary  Mal Idris .loma, bn. Fartua recordad

|| |
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many events, Hls writings have been edited by Richmond
Palmer, These have therefore become relatively well Known,
and are freguently utilized by scholars, Two Lmportant
writings of bn, Fartua edited by Palmer are: (1) the first

twelve vears of Mai Idris Aloma and (2) The Kanem war of

Mai Idrpi . I

Also of significance to our discussion is shums al-Din
Al-Najib b, Muhammad al-Takiddawi al-=Ansawuni, He was a
comtemporary of Ahmed Baba, He authored two coomentories
on the Mukhtasar of Khalil, the larger in four, :nd the
smaller in two volumes, together with an aprendix on the
Mujizat of al-Bakri., This author =~ a3 montioned

in Infag al-=Maysur,

Coming to the Seventeenth century, one ot w2 distinguished
scholars who featured prominently in the intellosctual life
of Hausaland was Muhammad al-Kashinawi, known as Itn al-
Sabbagh, and best known by his Hausa Sobriguet aﬁ:g;h Marina,
He lived and died in Katsina in about 1655, Muhammad Bello
described him as a corridor of xnowladge, a poét, a critic
and a well known scholar, He is mentionad in the Infa
al=Maysur as having been the teacher of Danaas.nih(whose
consideration comes next), Writings of Dun_NﬁriTq are

MeifVaude

numerous but those so far reported to hﬁugﬁdre the followings:

LI Sharh 'ala *Ishriniyat al-Fazazi, a ccmmenlt ry on the

twentieth of tne thirteenth century Meroccan poet
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2e Mazjarat _al-Fityan, meaning "Admonition to Young Men,"

This is a qasida containing Arabic versification

directly addressed to Young scholars and urged them

to seek knowledge as a favour from Allah.
3. *Ode in praise of Amir ul muminin Ali, Sultan of Bornu,

and in censure of the Kwararafa,

i

Abu Abdullah Muhammad b, Masanin b.lGhumahu o Mu?a@mad
- b, Nuh al-Barmawi al-Kashinawi, best known in Hausa aqr%gn
Masanih, is probably the most famous 17th century scholar
in Hausaland., He was bern in approximately 1003/1595 zand
died in Katsina on 3Sunday, 2 Rajab 1078/18 Decemzor, 1667
at the age of Seventy five years, Dan Masanl was leirned
and famous in theology, Law, politics and poetry on which
he wrote extensively. Below is the list of some of his
Arabic compositions that zre still extant.

1a AMl~Nafhat al-tanbariva fi hall s1faz al-Ishrinivat.

This is a detailed commentary on the Ishrinivat of

al-fazazi and it runs to 219 folios, This aprears to

be the writers' most substancial work, anid was completed

in 1049/July - August, 1640,

2. Al-Buzugh al-Shamsiya *'ala fugaddimat al-ishmawiya -

a commentary on the well=-xnown work of the in.liki
Jurist, Abd al-Bari al-Rifa'i al-ashmawi al-llugaddimat
al-Ashmawiyas fic ibadat., This is 3lso one ol the
oldest work in Hausaland 3ng presently in circul-tion,

3. Azhar 31-Buba fi ’khbar Yoruba - a piece on ...e wonders

of Yorubaland, The above three books nawa hzan listed

by Muhammad B3ello in his Infaq 2l-Maysur,

|
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Dan Masanih's works achieved wide and Lasting fime, A part

from being found in Hausaland, they have also been located
in the libraries which the French Captured in 3czu (archives
of Segu) in Mali, . |

Another personage of importance is Baba Kur b, al-HajJ
Muhammad b, al-Hajj al-Amin Kanu, He was apparsntly an
emigrant from Kano, Though not so much work was attributed

to him, yet his history, Durar al-husan fi - khb,r ba'd

Majuk al-Sudan is consiaered as a valuable liter-ry composition

* Also to be considered is the contributicn o Jhaykh
al-Shdyukh al-Bakri whose dealth occured long aiter 1005/
1597, He had been the pupil of Shams al-Din sl-liajib who
has been mentioned earliar on. He wsas also educ.ted at
Yandoto, a town whose location is - close to the present
town of Chafe, Al-Bakri took part in a famous religio-legal
controversy on the status of the traditional ceremonies of
the pagan Fulani, For this, ne is believed To nZinve written

some works, This author is repeatedly described by Sultan

Bello as a source of information on early writers,

We can not fail to mentiocn Abdulléh Thikah 1<Fallati
al-Baghawi of Kano, He was the pupil of al-Ba«kri, and his
opponent in the controversy mentioned abtove, He too wrote
a lot, One very important booX writ:eﬁ by nim 1o titled

" l-Atiy21il Mu'ti (The Gift of tne Giver). Tais is 2an

Arabic versification in which he set out tha bigic rites

of Islamic worship, the !Ibadat, 2nd dealt with 2 nunber

of other important aspects of Islam, Juch as £il rimnze,
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holy war, and public administration.,... The problems of

faith and reason, the need for asceticism and withdrawal

5

from the world,"

Abu Bakr al<Barikun, Called Ibn Ajurum w.s another
puplil of al-Bakri. To him Muhammad Bello attributed the

authorship of the qasida entitled Shurb al=-Zulal, one of

the best known earliar Nigerian verse works in Arabic.

It was completed in 1113/1707, f

Muhammad b, ahmed (Dan Takum))was also nnother
distinguished scholar of the 17th century Haasal:nd, He
travelled widely and left behind, as a legacy, a2 commentary
0f the most famous work on jurisprudence in the Hausaland,

Mukhtasar of Khalil, It is worthwhile describing how the

arrival of Mukhtasar Khalil in Hausaland and porticulnrly

in Kano was received with greatest excitement by the scholzrs,
It is on record that "2 man came from Egypt with nis students
and began to teach the people al-Khali, a took which people
heard of but never seen hefore, The news sprexd cmong the
people that a man from the czst had come with a ook called

al=-Khali which captivated the people by its branches and
&
rootsi" |
: f
The 18th century Hausaland witnessed a number 5f scholars

like Muhammad al-Barnawi (of Borno) and Muhoomad al-aali

{of Bagnirmi ), These people had written bocks on Islamic

Law and Tauhid (theology) respectively, The la:Zers! cost

strixing and interesting work on Tauhid w3 the one in which
"ne set out tre proofs of tne creation of the world,,. in

which he seeks to refute t e arzuments of certaln redieval

Fhilosophers, that creztion is co-eternal with Allah."7
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Muhammad b, Muhammad al-Kashinawi was also another
important scholar that the pre-Jihad Hausaland wilnessed,
This celebrated scholar is said to have performed the HaJji
in 114271730, While in Mecca he wroteﬁg Epok on Astrology
at the request of a notable of Mecca;J;ELJ'is now found in
Instanbul, Turkey, aAfter his stay in Mecca, al-ii 3hinawi
moved to Cairo where he died in 1154 /1741 after h..ving taken
an active part in the scholarly life of that cizy. It is
no suprise therefore that much of the works of ~l-nasninawi
have been preserved in Cairoc., These works weryv, aowever
also known in Nigeria to Sultan Bello; possibly !rough or
given by the Egyptian historian, aAbd al Rahman "-Jibﬁrir-iw
whose household al-Kashinawi died, The titles >  1-
Kashinawi's works were listed by al-Jabarti b1t seversal,

12 author

including at least one item in the autograph »I 2

titled Bahjat al-afag wa-ideh 2l-labs wall=-ijhl.g fi_ilm

al~huruf wa il-~anfaq , are listed in the catalc_u2 of the

Knedival Library at Cairo, Fresumably the works ate still

preserved, Most of the works of al-Kashinawi are concerned

primarily with astrology, numerology, and rel~Tad subjects,

|
There are also few a@n sufism, !

Another personage was ,l-Tahir b, Ibranim nl-gallati,
Though there is an absence of a detailed history oOf tnis
mann, yet his writings aré oftenly suoted in tn2 [nfas al=-
Maysur, The works are 28 follows:

1. Nazm 'ala 'd-Bakri, together with a coummeni Iy,

2. Nazm 'ala 'l-hukm |
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3. Durar al-Iawami 'wa manar al-jami. ;

A Satire on inhospitalffreatment by the Sulton of Bornu,

The Literary contribution.of Ramadan b. Ahmad should
also be noted, He was a Fezzani by origin, He hnd settled
in Zamfara and studied under Harun al-Zakzaki al-Fallati.
Begide being responsible for a number of gasidas, Ramadan

was known for the following bocis: (1) Nazm 'ala ruwat al-

Bukhari, also known as al-Furu 'an al-usul, {2) al-Jawhara

fi dhamm 'ilm al-nujum, !
f

Umar b, Muhammad b, Abi Bakr al-Turundi was nalso =2nothsr

author who resided in Kabbi (Kebbi), He was reg:rded as of
the generation immediately preceedins th~t of Shehu Usman
Dan Fodio's teachers., He had therefore been active around
or just before 1750, AY-Turundi was credited with the

following works: (1) Takhmis 'ala 'l-Kawakib al-dnrriya 1i

'1-busiri. (2) Tekhmis 'ala 3anat Su'ad. (3) Buyen Iime

lz yatamad 'alayhi min al-Kutub. f

Al-Turundit's pupil, Ali Jubbu who is also su~;ested to
be a relative or ancestor of Shaykh Uthman b, rodio was
equally noticed for the authorship of the followir- two

works: (1) Sharh 'ala '1-Bakri =nd (2) Sharh ‘'ala Lamiyat

al-af'al, : -

Finally, al-Hajj Jibril b. Umar, the well-kncwn teacher
of Shaykh Uthaan b, Fodio deserves a spacial mention. He
is stated on oral authority to hive been of Hausa Origin,
He 1s known to have visited Mecca twice, and is said to have
spent twenty years there; thougn arother version states
that he was eightesn years in Zgypt nd two in iecca,

[ .

J
|
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Jibril died in 1795, barely nine years before the commencement

of the Sokoto Jihad.

Jibril ' contributed substantially to the
religious literature of the Hausaland and his doctrines
as reflected in his works together with his teacihiings strongly
influenced Shaykh b, Fodio in particuiar and the reople of
Habe towns in general, Apparently, Jibril's works were
characteristically revolutionary in form., For instance his

book entitled Shifa al-ghalil fima Ushkila Min Kalam Shaykh

Shuyukhina, In addition, a lot of polelic compositions in

verses andprose wers Writh by himg,. An example of hi$ angﬁ%
e Verse
work was his Kitabihi l-Manzum and FRQY % A was Kitebihi

*1-Manthur, Shaykh Uthman's 'Nasa'ih al-Ummat al-Fuhammadiyyea
mentions Jibril's writings or several occassions, refering

particularly to the above two works,

A part from all of the afore-mentioned authors and

a number of learned ‘'Ulama and the titles of their works,
These are works in form of prose arnd poetry writien by
the 17th, to 19th century Hausa Ulama in areas like Zamfara,

Zaria, Katsina, Kebbi, Gobir and so cn and so rfort:,

~

It should be emphasised nere that those works discussed
above do nol in themselves constitute the pre=Jjin d

collection, Other important items include letctors of

‘Fatawi or 'fatawz; singul»r, These are latters 3ent to

certain Muslim leaders in search of an answer to particulzr
problem, For example, MNuhammadu Rumfa who reigned in Kano
in the year 1463 - G9 A.L, nce wrote ty 1l-Mnachili asking

hia questicns regarding the 2dministration of an Isloemic
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State. Afhough . this letter has nat . ' been
recovered, the reply from al-maghili is knownj; il infact
it has been translated from .arabic by T.H. Baldwin undar

the title of 'The obligations of princes,' Jl\not:~r treatise

of this nature is the one said to have been sant by al-maghili
to the emir of Katsina, Ibreahim Maji (1oL - 1820 A.D.) and
also those sent by the same person to Askiyn al-=Hajd

Muhammad, the ruler of the Songhai empire (th93 - 1528 A,.D).
f

Besides, there ~re numerous other lattsrs o szafe

4}]

condugt (Maharams) given by the rulers to tne privileged
few members of the state, Sir Richmond Falumer has fortunately
given translations of a good number of Lhase lebfters in his

book entitled "The Bornu Sahara »nd Sudin,”

|
In the light of the above discussion, iz can te deduced

that the Arabic-=Islamic Literature produced in v Fre-Jihad
period consists mainly of works written in, and “brought into
Nigeria from the Islamic #orld., Thoss writtan in The country
_ Were mostly written by Muslim Missionariss Jdurin. their
pProselytization activities.Tﬁu& prior ta the prise of tThe
Sokoto Ulama and the Jihad, there were vavy Zew indimenous
¥uslims making any creative literzry comrositions, This
was because the Muslims 2t that tiae contenzed thonmselves
with copying what was brought to tnem, lﬁmong T e faw nown
indigenous people credited to have madela substhintial

| Eitarary contributiors during the Pre-Jinwd periocd include
~hmad b, Fartuwa of 3ornu, ibdullzhi bn Thixka und Jibril

b, Umzr, Some of the works compesed by these personages

have been mehtioned earlizr orelhe sxistence of those works

{ -



38

written by the indigenous people before the commencement of

the Jihad has been mentioned in the introductiocn of Sultan

rinammadu Bello's Infag al-Maysur.,

3.2 Literature of the Jihad and Post=Jihad Period:

The year 1804 saw the beginning of an Islouic revolutionary
Hdugaland awhich Ltater cuame v ba
movement in a part Ff " known as Northern i 'cria., The

A

revolution was led by 2 scholsr per excellasnce, Shehu Usmon
Dan Fodio (in Arabic texts 'Uthman b. Fudi, Gfﬁen surnnmed
Nur al-Zaman and Mujaddid al-Islam (175h - 181/}, The
movement led to the establishment of a Fuluni Bipire of
Sokoto, popularly known as the Sokoto Caliphate with Sokoto
as its capital, The Capitzl became 9 Jreat centre of

intellectual and literary activities tnot chrracterised

the Jihad period and after, - |

The Islamic revolution gave a new stimulus to learning
and literature to the extent thst Hausa Culture was
essentlially transformed to a book Culture, Jie rp:zson for

this is not difficult to understand, already, th~ Jihzd
. gmong TRenr,
1eagers Promment, sheykh, ‘b, Fodio, his bother, .bdullan,
i
and, 3cn, Muhammadu Bello were tnemselves learned man of

excellent reputation, They - not only ancourtoed

learning but also made enormaus contributions =o It throu-h
their teachings and publications, They imroned ;rzbicjtte
language of Islam, as the official and liter.ary longuage

through out the empire,

Justifying the strong committment of the Jokoto Jihadists

to the production of numerous works, Hodgkin (1973) states

tnat "they (Jihadists) and their Chief 3ssocl:tes were
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faced with new stimulus, demends, and problems w.ich impelled
then to write - the need to explain and justify ftheir
revolution, to reform government and morals, to educate their
followers in the traditional Islamic Sciences, to record the
past, especially their own revolutionary and Post-revolutionsr
history, to develop an adequate system of internnl
communications," All these help to explain wny . Hausaland

Witnessed qn extra-ordinary outpouring of Arabic writings

beginning from the period about 180L onward, -~ Fhis
period . &S0 - Marks tha divisico cetwemsn the
gerly sl the mocorn tericod Ln ''C Urabice-Islamic Literature

of Nigeria, ;
" | |
Before going deep into discussion of the Jinid and pos#

Jihad's literature, it should be noted, first .nd toremost,

that the standard textbooks that were used
in the pre-~Jihad period togethner with tne works

written in that period . continued to flourich in the

succeeding period, Similarly, many people in ti» lztter

pericd .1 took to copying thne standard Isl mic texts

and other important works written by both tneir pradecessors
and contemporaries, _
[ |

Cne of the most famous Muslim scholar who r:1lly
excelled himself in the intellectual activity ol .ie Jokoto

Caliphnte was its leader, Shaykh b, rFodio, Undouttedly,

without the immense literary contribution of tixis personage

the great renaissance of scrolarship thit took plice in the

Caliphnte would not have teen rossible, The Shayih tegan
to teach ind write at the aze of twenty - in adout 1774,
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and by the time of his death in 1817 he hah written well
over a hundred books and Pamphlets, It is often said that
shaykh b, Fodio had a collection that by far caistripred

all the transport resources 2t the disposal of 1is disciples

to convey to Gudu | at the time of his famous

Hijrah,!
|

[

There have been several attempts to deterﬁine the
numeric strength of the Shaykh's works by means oI listing
but up till today the exact number remains unknown, For
instance, Shaykh b, Fodio's Son, Muhammad Bello mentions

twenty-Six in Infag al-Maysur, Abdul-Qazdirc b, Jilado has

tWwenty~two recorded in his al-inisu’l-mufid, JI,.. vhittirg
also listed twenty two, G, Vajdah 2nd shaykh dawm  bdullch
al-llori both recorded Seven and twenty twy wotis respectively.
while a total of eighty works wers containsd in =ie W.2.M,

Kensdale's three articles that appeared in the Jourrnil of

the Roygl Asiatic Society in 15953, (

cﬁhﬁkuw)the following - studies have menticned a

-

number of the Shaykh's works: I.3.4, Balozun's tn,0 thesis

entitled "A Critical Edition of Ihya'a funnn wn liihaad al-Bid'a

of Shaykh Uthman b, Fudi,".F.H. Zl-masri's critilal examin-
-

ation of the Shaykh's Bayan wujubal-Hijera, 11 a,M. Knnits

Mliterary Activities in Hauszland.... with special reference
|

to 'Uthman b, Fodio," Others include the critical adition

of "Jluma't Mu'amalah" and "Masail al-Muhimn:h" by L.C.

Jimoh and 1.0, Oloyede respectively, f
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,f‘v,.dditionJ , S.U., Balogun has Pé&ULtQT. . come

out with a list of works that were composed by Zhaykh bn

Fodio,

To our present state of knowledge the list, which

contains 154 works, is the most comprehensive ever compiled,

These works are listed bealow: ;

Adabu'l-Adat
Adabu'l-Akhirah
Adabu'd-Da i 11la'd-Din
Al-Akbharu'l-Hadi
Akaqutl-Mustafa
Al-Abyat ala abdu'l-Qadir al-Jaylani

Al-Adab

Al=Ajwibatu'l-Muharrarah ani'l-Astilati'l Mugarrzh
Adamatu'l-Muttabi in 1i Sunnati Rasuli 1l-Lah :
Al-Amr bi'l=Ma'ruf wa-Nahy 'anil-Munkor

Al=Amr bi Muwalati'l-Mu'minin wa'n-Nany an
Muwalatitl-Kafirin

Al=-taQlu'l-Awwal

Ad-Daliyah 1i'sh-Shaykh *'Uthman.

Al-Fatawa 1i's-Sail '

Al-Farqg bayha'ilmi Usuli'd-Din wa 'ilmitl-Kalem
Al-Farq bayna wilay=t ahli'l- Ialam wa SJnlitl-Kufr
Al=Fusulu'l-iwwal

Al-Hamziyah

Aj~Jdami : -
Jam'u Hisasin fihi dhikri .byati'l-Muhassalat 11
‘bni Zakariyya
Al-Masailu'l=-¥uhinah
An-~Niyyah

"nwa' ma 1li'l-Lah
Al=Nasidatu'd-Daliyyah fi ﬁdh¢'n-ﬁabljy1
Al~Qawlutl=-Mukhtasar fi amri'l-Imami'l=fiandi al-Muntazar
Al-Qawaidu'z-Zahiriyyah .

Agidatu'l-iwwam

As=Salasilu'dh-~Dhznabiyyah li'q-aalatl' s=Sufiyyah
As~Salasilu'l-=Jadriyyan

Asanidu'd-Da'i fil-Mutashaffa bi'l-Mucnaffi ~hmad
ash-3harif }

Bayanu'l-aAdl '
Bayanu'l-Bidtatiftsh-3naytaniyyan «lliti ‘nnd-thaha'n
Nas .

Bayan Abwabi Mlll“tl'l-xHﬂ%SdelY?&h

Binau'l-Hadl ila ‘'Umuru'l-dandi

Bustanutd-Duta! .

Dalailutsh-sShaykh

Da'watu!sh-shaykh

Daliyatu!l-Macdh

Fathu'l-Rasair bi Tihgiq 'Lluml 1= an: in wa'z<Zawair.

Hagqigatu'l-1man
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Hidayatu'l-Tullab
Hidayatu'l-Tahibin

Hukmu Juhhali Biladi Hausa
Hisnu'l=-Afham min Jjuyushi'l-Awham
J'dadu'd-Da'i ilatd-Dinit*l-Lah
Ifhamutl=-Munkirin _
Iqtibasu'l='ilm

Irshadu'l-1Ibad ila Hadrati'l-Ma'bud
Irshadu ahlit*t-Tafrit wa'l-ifrat
Irshadu'l-=Ibad ila Masailit'l-=Jihad

Irshadu'l-Ikhwan ila Ahkam KhurUJ'in-Niawx‘

Irshadu'l-Saliki'r-Rabbani
Irshadu'l=Ummah
Itti'batus-Sunnah wa Tarku'l-Bid'ah
Kashfu'l=-Ghummah
Kashfu'l=Yasirah

Kashfu ma 'alayhi'l-amal
Khamsat Kalimah
Kifayatu'l-=Muhtadin
Kifayatutl-Muslimin
Kitabutl=Adab

Kitab Amrits=3a'ah

Kitab Bayan Wujubi'l Hijrah

Kitab Datwati'l<*Ibad ila kitabitl- Bld'=n

Kitabu'l-Hijrah

Kitab Datwati'l="Ibad ila kitabi'l- th

Kitab Ishadi'd-Daif
Kitab Isnadi'l—Faqir
Kitabu'j-Jihad

h2

Kitab Kaffi't-Talibin'an Takfir! Awamil l-tuslinin

Kitab Mahdi al-Muntazar

Kitabu'l=Mandhurat min'Alamat {hurUJi'Luﬂl“dl

Kitab Miri'ati'd-Duniya
Kitabu'n=Nasihan

Kitab Ruju'itsh-3haykhi's tani't-Tasndid 'a

Kitab Salasili'dh-Dhahab
Kitab Sawgits-5Sadiqin

Kitab Shifai'l-Ghalil min kulli ma Shakala ain Kalami

Shaykina Jibril

Kitzpull-Tafrigah bayma Du'aati'l-Mamduhin wa Jutaati'l-

Madhmumin
Kitabut'l=Talkhis

Kitab Tamyizi'l-Muslimin minat*l-Kafirin

1al-Taglid

Kitab Targhib 'lbaditl-Lah fi Hifz 'Ulumidini'l-Lzh

Kitabut't-Tasawwuf

Kitab "Wlumitl-Mu'amalah [

Kitab '"Umdati'l-'Ibad
Kitab 'Umdatitl !
Kitab '"Umdatitl

Kitab 'Usull'l-Latif Kitabi'l-tAllamati'l-s":ui

Kitab 'Usulil-wilaya

Lamma Balagtu sittan wa thalathina 8anatnan

Manhaju'l-*abidin
Masailu!l-Muhammadiyyah
rawaditiwhamit*t-Talabah
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Min ma yanbagi an yshfazuhu Kullu man jawwalj-Jihad
fi Sabilitl-Lah

Mi'raju'l-AWWam :
Mi'raju'l-‘'Ulum f %

Misbahut l-Muhtadin j
Misbahun 1i Ahli Hadha'z-gaman : :
Muwafagatu Kalami Tufayli
Munajatu'sh-Shaykh
An-Nabau'l-Hadi
Najmutl-Ikhawan-.
Nasaihu'l-Ummah

Nuru'l=Awliya

Nurutl-Albab

Gasidatu'sh-Shaykh 'Uthman ilas- SayyldaT-[ukhtar al-Kumt:

Qat'ul~-Ikhwan _
Qawatidut's=3alat ( o
Qawa'iduhsli talabat Wusul ila'L-Lah |
Rivadatu's-Salikin

Risalatu'sh-Shaykh ila'sh-3haykh 1l*ﬁmlﬂ Al-Ranamd
Sawqu'l-Ummah :
Shamsu'l=Ikhawan 5
Shifau'n=Nufus ;
Sirajutl-Ikhwan i
Tabashiru'l-Ikhwan !
Tabashiru'l-kubtadi fi Umurl'd-D;n
Tabashiru'l-Ummah

Tabsiratu!l-fMubatadi £i Usulutd- Din

Tafriqat Bayna2'ilmi't-Tasawwuf-Iladhi Llit-Tnkhalluv
watlaladhi 1i't-Tahznqua
Tahdhibu'l-Ikhwan
Tahdhibu'l-Insan
Tahdhiru Ahlifl-Iman
Tahdhiru'l-Ikhwan
Tahgirutl-"Ismah
Ta'limutl-Ikhwan
Talzhis Asrari Kalam 2Abi Hamid al-Ghazall

Talkhis Ki*abl'l—Harith al—Muhasxbl

Tamyiz Ahli's-Sunnah

Tanbihutl-Fahim

Tanbihu'l=rhafilin

Tanbihu'l=-Talaba 'ala annal-Lah Ma'rufun Si'l-Fitrah
Tanbihutfl-Khusama

Tanbihutl-Ikhwan 'ala jawaz ittikhadhi'l-linjliis 1i
ajlitt-Ta'lim

Tanbihu'l-Ikhwan 'ala ahwal 'ardis-sudin
Tanbihu'l-Ummah

Tanzih Rabbinatl--muddus

Tarigu'l-Jannah 5
Tarwihu'l-Ummah bi Bayan Tasiril-Mill-h

Tatayjub Aulubit'l-Ummah

Tawfigu'l=-Muslimin 'ala Hukmi xddh>hi"i"-uu tanidin
Tibyan _ : ; -
Tunfatu'l-H1bib _

tUlumitd-Cuniya

*Urdatutl-Bayan

‘Ugad 'Agidatu'l-Awam
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47, Al-Usulu'l-Lati Tu'lin Kidhb ihmad al-~Zaruqi
1h8, Usulutl-adl _

49, Usulutd-Uin -‘

150, Usulutd-Juniya '

151, Wathigatu'l-Ikhwan | |

152, Wathigatu'l-Jawsab

153, Wathigat Ibn Foduye Amiri'lsMuminnin ila Jomi i

Ahlis'-Sudan
15“’. wird."......-g J

The next distinguished prolific scholar in tne Sokoto
Caliphate was Shaykh bn Fodio's brother, ibdull.ahi bn Fodio
of Gwandu. He contributed immeasurably to the establishment

of the Sokoto Caliphate as well as to the sustenznce of its
intellectual 1life, |

With regards to his literary commitment, ibZull-hi is
described as a person who was "much occupi=sd witis composition,
and whenever he composed any thing he used to issue it to
the people, and read it to them, then become occupied with
another composition.... If he was asked acout n juestion
he composed a composition on it, and &f it reached him

that so-and-so and so-and-so were disagresing or 1 gquestion
10 -

| .
Also refsring to his engagement with Shaykh Uthman

he composed ~» composition on it,"

bn Fodio, Abdullahi commented : that "it was rarely
that a boock on the Science of the Unity reached our country
I knew of it and did not copy down for hia" (Shaykh Uthman),

~”

Abdullashif's works cover various subjects such as
Arabic Grammer, Etymology, the Frinciples or Islomic
Jurisprudence, prosody, Hadith, Tafsiru'l Quran, .

Fsychology, Astroncay, Matﬁgatics, Fistory, Thilosorhy,
TR S

Government etCetars, (mite a Iood number of those

have surviﬁed and they rave besn listed, For ex.mple
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Dr, Junaidu, Wazirin Sokotq)has listed b works attributed
to Abdullahi, C.,E. whitting has 32 on his list, D.M. Last's
"Sokoto Caliphate" compiled a list of 78 works, Alhaji said, jfe

Chief Imam of Gwandu Central Mosque is sald to huave compiled

only 18 works, The En.D thesis of Abubakor A, Gwandu
recorded up to 100 works, Other Ph,D theses th:t listed
some of Abdullahi's writings. are the Ayagere's "The 1life

and works of Abdullah b, Fudi" wnich was preoduced in 1971,

M.S. Zahradeen's thesis completed in 1u77,

After a careful scruting of all the previons liszts,
Mr, Balogun has come up with a total of 131 weris written
by abdullshi bn Fodio. The titles of thess worls :re a3

follows:

", A'alil'l-Mewa'liz
2. Adabutl-idat
3. Adabut'l~Ibadat wa'l-:idat
L, Adatu'l-Mu'asharah
5. Al=adhkar wa'd=-Datwat
6, «khlaqu'l-Mustafa
7. 'Alamatu'!l-Muttaba'in
8. Alfiyatu'l-Usul
9, Amalu'l-Yawm
10, Al=tAqidatu's-Sanusiyyah
11, Aslutl-Fullatin
12. Al=-Bahrutl-Muhit :
13. Bayan adabi'l-gibadat
1, Bayanu'l-.rkan
18, Bayanu'n-Nasab
16, Bayanu'n=-Nasihan
17. Daliyatu'sh-Shaykh tibdullah
18. Daliyatun fi Madhit*n-Nabiyyi
19, Dasu'l-Musallil
204 Dartul-Kay'an
21, Durar Hixami'r-Rasul
22. Dawautl-wzswas
23, Diyau shli'l-Ihtisab
Zhe Diyau Ahli'r<Rashad _ ;
25, Diyautl-.nam : .
26, Diyau'l-Imam fi Salani'l~'nam : :
27. Diyau'l-Xhulafa
28, Diyautl-Muj-hidin
29, Diyautl-Munajjiyat
30, Diyau'l-xugtadin :
o« Diyaull-lnwa'ld ; .
« Diyauts-3anad i
33, Diyauts-3ultan
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Diyau *Uli'l-dmpr

Diyau *Ulumi'd-Din

Diyau'l-Umara

Diyautl-Ummah

Diyau'l~Wilay=h

Al=Faraidu'l-Jalilah

Fatihutl-Basir

Fathu'l-Mannan

Fathu'l-Latif

Al-Hisnu'r-Rasin

Idatun=-Nuskh

Idahu'z=Zad

IlmutleAwliya Ahli'dh-Dhawq
Islahu'l-Atmal

Isnaduti-Bukhari

Jawdatuts~-Satadah

Kashfu'l-Chummah

Kashfu'l-Lu'm

Khulasat Usuli'l-Kawkabifs=-Sati !
Khulasatutl-Usulfi 'ilm Usulit'l=Figh
Khutbatu! j-Jum?!ah wa Kayfiyatu'z-Ziyarah
Kifayatu'l=Yaiwwam fi'l-Buyu
Kifzyatud-Du'afa fi't-Tafcir
Kifayatu't-Tullab fitn-Nikah
Kitabu'r-Rakh fi'l-Aradi
Kitabu'd-Diyat
Kitabu'n-Nasab

Kitab Nasihat rhlitz-Zaman
Kitab Nasihatu'l-Tagrib
Kitabu'n-Niyyah
Kitabu't-Tarhib
Latali'l-iMawat'iz watl-Hikam
Lam*u'l-Barg
Lubabu'l-Madkhal fi idab shli'd-Dinl
Al-Lutlutl-Musun

Al-Mabaditud-Daruriyyan fi'd-Durusitl-'Arudiyyah
Al-Masail

Masailu'j-Jdihzd

Masalihut'l-Insan

Matiyyatu'z-Zad

Al=-Miftah 1it't-Tafsir

Miftapnputl-Usul o
Miftanutt-Tah:iqg ) :
Minanu'l-Mannan _ _ i
Minhaju't-Tahafquyg

Milsbahutr-Rawi

Mutinmutleiknwan _ 5
Munammad Jibril ' _
An=Nabat fi aA'mali'd-Dunilyawiyah watd-Dinlyst
An-Nafahatu'l-Bishiriyyah ‘ '
Naylu'l-Ma'mun ’

Naylutl-Maram

Naylu's-Su'l fi Taf-kiri'r-Rasul
An=Nasaih fi .hami'l-Masail
An=-Nasihah bi't-Targhib
Nazmu'J=Jamitu! j-dawami

Nazm 8a fi'l=Ittigan wa'n-Nigayah
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Nazmu *n=Nukhyah

Nazm ma fitsh-Sharshawi
Nazmu'l-Wusta
An=Niyyah fi'l A'mal
Qawaidu's=~Salat
Al=Qasidatu'd=-Daliyyah
Qasidatufl-Hamdu 1li-L-Lahi'l1=A'zam
Gasidat Ma'wadhat bitlL-Lah
Qasidatu Kifa Nabki
Rawdu'l-'Ashiq
Risalatu'n-Nasaih
Saylutl-='iyn

Sabiilu'n-Najat
Sabiluts=Salah 1it'l-Faloh
Sabilu's-Salamah fit'l-1imamah
Sabiluts-Sunnati'l-Muwassilah ila'l-Jannah
As=Sabilul-=Mu'in 'ala'l-Murshiditl-Mu? 1n
Shifauln-Nas

Sharhu Qasidatit'l-Badmasiyyah
Shukrutl-Ihsan

Siraju'j-Jami'il-Bukhari

Sulalatutl-Jiftah

Tabsiratutn-Nazzar

Ta'zimu'l-Lah linabiyyina '\layhl a-Salam
Tahdhibutl=Insan min Knisali'sh«3haytan
Takhmisutl-Lishriyyat
Ta'limu*d-Daliyyah
Tatlimu'l=Anam

Ta'limu'l~gshab

Tatlimu'r-Radi

Tatruv na *Ajama'sh-Shaykh
Talkhisutl-Hisn
Talkhisu'l=fiuhammadiyyah
Tarikhutl«Khulafa

At=Targhib watt-Tarhib

Targhib Durari'd-Din

At=Targhib fi 'ilm :hlitdh-Dhawq
At=Tariqu'j-Jaddah
Tariquts-Salihin
Tazyinutl-#araqgat 1
At=Tibyan 1i huquqi'l-Tkhwan,"

Sultan Muhammadu Bello, the son oI Shay&h TUthaan b,

Fodio, was the third of the sokoto Caliohate lumin ries,

He was born in A.D. 1781 and diad in 133?. e ;g 3013
have studled aprroximately 208,CCO books,
extensive reading)

can never be doubtad,

*

Because of allols

. his inmense liternm contribution
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Just like the works of Shaykh Uthman and Abdullahi,

Bello's writings have arousen the interest of vomr scholirs;
so much so that some serious resenrch sthdies li-vr bean
conducted on them, These studies have also li:sted Juite

a good number of Sultan Bello's works, The studies
include Y,0. Quadr's M. Fhil, thesis entitled "1 critical

Edition of Rafu'l-Istibah of Muhammadu Bello" {1273), Then

Omar Bello!s M.A. thesis titled "Sultan Muhamm)du Bello and
the Editing of His work, al=Ch=aithu'l-wWabl” (1079). There

is also his Fh,D thesis titled "The Political thought of

. Muhammad Bello, (1781 - 1837); is revealed in his Arabic

al-Imam al~='Adl" (1983), Another important M,:., thesis is

Abdu Raheem Isa Lawal's "A critical idition or ‘uaammic

Bello's Sardu'l Kalam fi ma Jara Baynana wa oayn- «abdu'l
-Salam. "

The rest of the people who : attempted to

compile the works of Muhammadu Bello includz Gidudo be Lalma
who recovered and listed 75 works, D,M. Last conpiled a
list of 95, While Balogun's most recent list hzs ziven

the under-mentioned 1,5 works:

"1, Al-tiwamil fi'n-Nahw
2. Al-idab |
E. Ashaoutn-Nasr 1i'l1-Mujahidin -

o Al=Badru'l-L-mi' fi wirdit?j-Jami
5. Al-Bahth fitsmi®l-Lz i'l-A'zam,
6, Al-Purda al-Yamani |
7+ Dhihra
8. DLhikr man yusalli a ynitl-Lah wa'l-Malaikah
9, Dhikrutl-rujahidin 'ala ra'si kulli mitan

10, Diyau'l-'Uqul fi ay2n ghilax tanrini'l-Ghulul

11, Diyau'l-'Uqul fi'l-Tahdhir

12, Fardu'l-Anb-b ' |

13, Al=Fawadu'l-Mujmilah ;
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Fathu'l-Ighlagq fi ma'ma'll-Hadith

Ghaythu's-Su'l fi Tafsirifr-Rasul

Hilyatu'l-Basair

Al-I'Lam bima yajib 'ala'l-Imam

Al=I'rab

Al-Insaf fi Masaili'l-Khilaf

Isa Gogi fi ilmi'l-Mantiq

Al-Isha'ah fi hukmi'l-Kharijin 'ani't-Ta'=2h

Isharatun wa i'lamun fi ba'ed Umuri Silati'l-A®ham
Jama'atu'sh-Shaykh

Jumlatun Munabbihatun fiha isharatun Mu'qiz tun
Jumalatun mina'l-Mabini

Jawabun Shafin

Jawabun 1li's Sayyid Ahmad Lobbo

Kaffu'l-Ikhwan ani't Tiba'i Khutwati'sh-Shaytan
Kaffu'l=Ikhwan ani't-Ta'arudi 1i Ahli'l-Lah
Kashfu'l-Khafi min akhbari'l-Imam al=-Mahdi
Kashfutl-Ghita' wa's-Sitr

Kitab Bayani'l-Arkan wa'sh-Churuti't-Tarigati's~Sufiyyah
Kitab Budri'l-Mufassorah fi'l-Khis=2li'l-tu'jiiban 1i'l
~Maghfirah

Kitabu'd-Durasri'z-Zahiriyyanh fi'l-Awradi'l-Qadiriyyzh
Kitab Fathi''l-Bab fidhikr ba'd xhasaisi'sh-Shaykh
'Abdu'l-Qadir

Kitabun fi fadli'l-Fatihah

Kitabun fi 'ilmi'l-Jafr-Khawafi

Kitabun fi 'ilmi'l-Jumali'n-Nahwiyy~nh

Kitabun fi sha'ni'l-Idah

Kitabu'l-Fitan al-Muttasilla bi'l=-Mahdi

Kitabun fi Adwiyati'l-Basur

Kitabun fi'n-Niyyat

Kitab Ghayth Shu'bub fi wasiyyati'l=aAmir 7a'qub

Kitab Chaythi'l-Wabi fi sirati'l-Imami'l-idl

Kitab Ifadati'l-Ikhwan

Kitab Infagu'l-Maysur

Kitab Jalai'se~Samam fi Amrad Ahwal wa'l-3iawal wa'le
Himmah

Kitab Jalai's=-Sudur'an Saddi'l-iurur fi'ilai'r-Racaziq
Kitab Jawab 'Abdutl-Fagir

Kitab Kashfi'l-Qina wa'l-Istar fi sha'nits-3ayyidi'l
-Istighfar

Kitab Kawkabi'd-Duriyyah fi ba'di'l-Mustal—-a~ti!
-Sufiyyah

Kitab Kifayati'l-Muhtadin 'ala Ahkami®l-iiukallsfin
Kitab Mansul fi Jjumlat Masaili'l=Chulul

Kitab Masaili'!j-Jihad

Kitabu'l-Masaili'l-Muhimmah

Kitab Masugi'l-Lujayn fi ‘mradi'l-'ayn

Kitab Miftahit's-Sadad fi Ansam Ahl Hadhihi'l-Bilad
Kitab mir'ati'l-22lb fi ma'rifati'r-rRabb
Kitabu'n-Nasab _

Kitabu'n-Nasaih wa tanbihat 'ala Mazasida ‘uhimmah
Kitabu'n=Nasrayn fi man balagha min sinni'l-Arba'in
Kitabu'n-Nasihah

Kitab Nuritl-Fajr .fi'l-yyami'l-Muhinmman wa Layali'l-Ashr
Kitab Nusuhin Kafin wa bifl-Magasid Jafin
Kitab.Nusuhin Kafin wali'l-.mrad . :{in

Kitab Rafil-Ishtibah fi [a'lluq oi'l-Lah

S
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70,
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Kitab 5ardi'l~ﬁﬁlﬁm fi maj=sra baynana wa bgyna tibdi's
-Salam _

Kitab Tahrir fi nawaidi'l-Tabsir |

Kitab Tamhidtl~'Imad fi ma zada tala 'umduti'l—'lbad
Kitab Tanbihi'l~Ghafil 'al=t't-Tawassul bia'zamitl-
Hasail

Kitab Tanbihifr-Raqid 'ala ma ya'taruhu'l-Hzjj
minal-Mafasid

Kitab Tanbihi'l-Ifham %'ala'l-Mahdi 'Al.whit's«Salam
Kitab Tanbihi'Jj-Jama'ah 'ala ahkami's-3at'nsh

Kitab Tanbini'l-Ikhwan 'ala adwiyatit'd-Didan

Kitab Tanbihi's-Sami!

Kitab Tanbih Ahli'l-Uqultalatjtinab fi Khawd i
anwg'il-Fudul

Kitab Tarbih fi Salati't-Tasbih

Kitab Tarjuman 'ala *'ilmi*t~Tabsir
Madariju's-=Salamzh

Majmu'ul-Ansab

Manzumi'd-Durr

Marihiy-t %YAmi tAbdullah

Masailun'an shaini'Najmini Tala'fi! S=Safar
Al=Mawaridu'n=Nabawiyyah fl'l-MdSaill't-LlobLyyah
Miftahuts=-Sadad fi dhikr :;wliyai'l-Khawwasitl-afrad
Miftahu's-Sadad Sha'mi'l-Awtadi'l-Arba'ah
Mukhatasaratu't-Tibbi'l-Hayyin fi adwiyati'l-\yn
An=Nasihat bi targhib ma yz2jid *=211 'ammatit'l-Ummzh
An-Nasihatu'l-Wadihah :
Naylu'l-Muram min Shiyami'l-Kiram

Naylu'r-Raghib fi silsilsti'l-Jutbith-Thatl~-bi

Nubza

An-Nuqul an-Nawatiqain fi sha'ni'l-Barbar wa't-Tawarig
Qadhu'z«Zinad fi amr hadha'j-Jihad

Qasidatun fi madhi's=Sayyid al-Makhtar

Qasidatun fi madhi's<Satd

Rasidatun fi madh Busayri : !

Qasidatun fi dhikri'l-Muhsabd

Qasidatun li's-sultan Bello ila Ahli Kunta
Gasidatu't-Tawassul bi Khayrit*r-Rusul
Al=Qawlutl-Manthur fi bayan .dwiyat t'Lliat basur
Al-Qawlutl-Manut

Al-Qawlu!l-Mabdhul

Al-Qawlu'l-Muhibb fi jaman-Nuquli'l=Adhan Yanit'l-Jum
fah'inda'l~-Zawal wa'inda Julusi®l-Imam 'alatl-Minbar
Al=-Qawlutl-Marham

Al-awlutl-Mawhub

Al-Qawlu'l-Mukhtasar

Jawlu's-Sina fi't-Tamashi bi's-Sina
Rafush-3hubhat

Ar-Raghbah

Ar-Ribat wa'l-Hirasah

Risalatun i1la'l-Alim ‘dam wa Jama'atihi
Risalatun ila Jima'ati'l-Muslimin
fisalatun ila Muhammad a2l-Muxhtar
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115, Risalatun fi'l-amraditsh~Shaafiyah

116, As-Sayfu'l-Mashlul fi Ahkami'l-Ghulul

117, Sharhu's-Sadr fi tahrir jawab jinayati'r-Raqiq tala'l
=Hurri

118, Sharhul®¥Bidmasi

119, Shifau'l-Asqam fi matrifat Madarikitl-ihkam

120. Sha'nit'l-Qutb

121, Sggmsg'z-Zahirah fi mayajib %ala'l-Wali min husni'l
-Sira

122, Su'alum 'an ujirati'l-Qasim

123, Ta'atu'l-Khallag

12, Al-Ta'liq tala Sharhl'l-QaSLdatl't-Tibblyyﬂh

125, Ta'liqun 'ala manzumatihi fi magamati't-Tasawwuf

126, Ta'ligun'ala Qasidatin fi Mawdu'i'l-Quran -

127, Ta=ztti! al-Khallaq bi makarimi'l-Akhlng

128, Tahqiqu'l=Muribin

129, Takmis Banat Sutad ‘

130, Takhmisu'l-Burda

131, Takhmis Hizbi'l-Bahr

132, Takhmis Magasidi'l-Musarradah fi'l-Adwiyati'l-Faridah

133, Takhmis Qasidati'l-Qadiriyyah

134, Tanbihu'l-Ifham 'ala anna'n-Nabi huwa'l-Khatim

135, Tanbihufl-Fuhum 'ala wujubijtinab ahli'sh-3h::'badha
Wa 'n-Nujum

136. Tanbihu'l-Chafil '

137. Tanbihu'3-Sahib

138. Tanbihu'r-rawid

139, &t-Tarjuma 'an Kayfiyyati wa'tzit'sh-5Shao kkh 'Uthman -

140, Tibbu'n-Nabi

141, 'Ugjalatu r-Raqib fi't-Tibbits-Saib

142, Usuluts-Siya sah

143, Wathigatun ila'sh-Shaykh Hamid Ahmad fi Amrl'l-Mahdi

Wathigatu ;miri'l-Mu'minin ila akhihi AbiBakr tAtig

wa Jama'ati'l-Mustlimin fi Bakura 13

145, Wirdu'j-Jami' 1i nuri'l-Ihtida' wa'l-Iqtidat,"

A part from Muhammadu Bellq,other sons of Shaykh Uthman

like Munammadu Bukhari, Aliyu Babba and Isa Kware were also

noted for their significant contributions to the development
of Arabic-Islamic Literature of the Sokoto Caliphite, In

Qdcﬁﬁfny Shaykh's Six daughters were also not 1:£t behind

in thf intellectual 2nd scholarly activity. 7T .2se

daugnters were Hadiza (b, 1782), Fadima (b,1787), Habsatu

(b, 1783), Asmau Bint (b, 1793), 3afiya {(b. 1803} ond

Maryam (b, 1810), It is rcthaﬁimpossible to mention nll
Bus tie few

the litersry works of these women schol.:rs
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eXamples brought below surely illustrate their versaillity.

|

|
Mention must first be made of Nana asma Bint because,

amongst the Shaykh's daughters i nd generally all the women
scholars in the Sokoto Caliph?te)she was the mosi vprolific.
Asma was a wife of Usman Gidado dan Laima who w s at cac Tine
the Waziri of the Caliphate, Just like her fatih.r, brothers
and sisters, she spoke different languages; prominent 4oy “heaw
fulfulde her mother tongue (in which she wrote extensively),
Arabic, Hausa and even Tamashek/Berber (lungui_c¢ of the
Tuareg)., Mastery of these lenpuages enabled Asm: fo write

intelligently in all these languages, |‘1Ee bk of

howevers
her writingq%?re in Fulfulde snd-:lster more transl tions
i

were made into Hsausa and arabic. ’

In general, Nana Asma's writing, zre "rem:tunble, well
Ty

educated in the Arabic Languspe and the Islamic Jclences,”

For instance, her two major works in ~.rabic: "!:nbin al-

Ghafilin'" and "Tabsnir al-Ikhwsn bi Fawagssuli" demonstrate

the depth of her educaticn and her readings in [3lamic

religious Science, The last work describes Metaphysical

remedies for a variety of c¢onditions ranging from pimples,
piles, common cold zand headaches, to running eyos

difficulties in childbirth, This important =medic il bock
has been photocopied and is avallable in the Lior <y of

College of Health Sciences, University ol Gokoto,

the
For a comprenensive list of the works of Asm», 'hivelrences
should be made of the Boyd's article entitled " he worx«s

A
of Nana Asmatu (1792 = 1865)"ij and ukoshy's ®,1..3, ~sesis16

{

|

|
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The former has listed 52 works written in Arabic, Fulfulde

and Hausa. While the latter has pienticnzd a total of 86

works,

Like Asma Bint, the rest of the five b, Fodio's daughters
also wrote books in various languages and on different
subject fields, For instance, Hadiza Bint took the [ukhtasar
of Khalil the erudite texthook of Maliki Law, translated
it into Fulfulde, then versified the result. 3he :1lso wrote
a Mulfulde grammer, and a work about theories concorned

with the Mahdi, |

Maryam wrote an important work on Politics & -ted zbout

Advised

188l entitled *al-Wathiga 'ilz Amir Kano." The hook
the Emir of Kano on the worrying imigrations o0 toovle
made in connection with proclamation of the Mahdil in the
Sudan in 1881, Other important works of Maryam -150

include "Ni'imomin Ubangiiji ga Bawansa'e written in Hausa

in about 1855; then two untitled works both written in

Fulfulde., The first one dated about 1880 is on a Victory

over Garin Cobir (the Gobir town) While the second one

which is undated is on the office of Imam,
|

!
Fatima Bint wrote an untitled and undatad »ari which

is quoted in 4rf al-Razihan by Waziri Junaidu, JSatlya wrote

on the nature of philosphy in Fulfulde lonpuage, J1s0

both Habsatu Bint and Fadim® Bint wrote works on e same

subject, admonition., The two books were wrliiten in Fulfulde.

Aisha Bint wrote hers on tae tecanicalitio; Sf prayer.

After tne Jihad nd the death of the tnree eminent

Jihad leadqrﬁ,_ - - - . the Zokato Ioliph~te
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still continued to remain one of learning because the
successN&;ﬁiaid to keep the growth of learning and literature
in tre Caliphate, Fbr example Gidado bn Laima who died in
1851 and who was the immediate successor of Muh-nmadu Bello,

wrote some btooks, Two important works of this .wthor are:
The other

(1) Rawd al-Salihin and (2) Al-Kashf wa-l-<bay:n,

books of his were mostly penezgyrics to i3 ilmmediite Predvo&“%“
Also, Abd al~gadir b, Gidado (d, Circa 1859),

like his father, acted as a biographer of the mir al-

Muminin he served, Amongst his works  {i¢ @ (1) .Anis

al=Mufid fi-l-ta'2luq bi-Musha'ikhina_ gl-=quwwadi., (2)

Bust zl-fawa'id wa taqib al-Mufasid and (3) Man~gib Ali

(This is simply a work on the virtures of Ali)
| o
The tradition of scholarship further continued to be

kept by the succedding viziers and other tUlama Scholers,
For instance, Abd al-Zadir b, almustafhy, a scholar and a
prolific poet, together with Asma Bint (Fodio's daughter)
continued to write until their death in about 186l, LiKewise,

the Viziers Khalilu and ibdullah Zayero wrote two and three

poems respectively, Isa b. al-=Shaykh and 8aid b, Bello

also wrote books but were toth overshadowed, in volume,
by Uthmen b. Ishaq who wrote, in addition to poems on Sokoto
and Gwandu, encomia on most of the figures of tie 1870's,

the Amir al-Muminin, the emirs of Tambawal, Kontrjora, XKano,

Zaria, Nupe ard Ilorin.

The other imrortant contributors after the dos«th of
the Jihad leaders include the followinzs: Ibranim (Dabo)
B, Muhammad, an emir of Kano who diad in 1845, He wrote
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"Kaff al-Ikhwan an al=ta'arrud bi-l-inkaf_gla;nhk_nl—im?m."

Then Ahmad Al-rufa'i, the 7th CaliphPf SoKoto, Jo.ore his

death in 1873, he wrote "Tanbih al-Umma 'ala m~ 1l vhim min

al=ta'a 1li-l- a'imma wa-l-baya li-1-Khalifa '~l. ~]1-Kitab

wa~]l-Sunna." Ibn Ishag of Sokoto who lived up o ..0Dout
1870 composed a work entitled "Sullam al-hudat ila Malrifat

arkan al=-3Salat," Khidir b, Jibril tAl-falati, . contemporary

of the above author; had written "muntakhab al-Kalam_ fi amy

al=-Mahdi al-imam,"

Qther Scholsrs and their works are .\bd a2l-v-huan b,

Muhammad Chacha and Umar b. Muhammad both of Nuve., They
lived up to about 1880. The former wrota Sevor:l icems in’
Nupe and arabic on both figh and Madh al-fabi  hile the
latter wrsle "Kitab al-Taprikh,” Then ‘nd ol-qgadir

Maccido, whose death occured in 1913; out not willcut living

the following works: '"Ta'nis al-ikhwan" and "Loiosidrp 2i-

Ikhwan biiakhbar al-Khula fa fi-1- Sudang®

DeﬁPftéc the intrusion of the British coloni lists

into Sokoto in 1903, a lot of works continued t¢ lourish.

For example,at the time of their first aopearnance in the

area, the then vizier, Muhammadu Bukhari,started uriting
a book on the history of Sokoto which was compleced in
The book entitled "Ta'nis l-ikhwan bi-

September, 1305,

) =
dkikr al=khulafa al-uzama_fil-zZudzan was written 2t reguest

' of.the British Colonizlists., The work anlse ! tor btsacame

a model for Abd al-uadir Machido's own "Tabshkir al=ikhwan
bi akhbar al=khulafa fil'-Sudan®" (1512 - 13},

(. ;
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A part from the literary activities in Zokoto itself,
all the areas affscted by the Jihad had also produced a
considerable quantity of literature. The gcvernments of
these arzas, referred to as emirates, became essentially
literate. Each of the emirates aupported an important

class of Mallams who continued to preserve 2 nowerful

tradition of Islamic learning and writing, Consenuently,

one finds from Sokoto to Adamawa and from K-~*sina to Ilorin,
in the 18th and 19th centuries, seattered centres of learning
with treasures of books ard authors, schotars and leachers,
Amongst the prominant authors found in those nplaces include
Mal, Shitu of Zaria, Modibo Adama, Lamido Lawal and Lamidn

Sanda at Yola, Idrisu Alooma in Maiduguri, Mal, MNana in

Azare and host of other writers of lesser degree extent

all over the Calivhate, ' _ |

It is pertinent to note that the liter-rv activity was
rot peculiar to either Sokoto or those emirntes alore.

Both Beorno and Yorubaland were also literate Bormo Empire

where Islam peretrated earliar +rhan the rest of Hausaland,

in pvarticular, had produced numerous works in Arabic,

Literary artivities in Yorubaland, on the ofr~r hard, vere

influernced by the spread of the Sokoto Jin-d into that area.

¥ith the expansion of the jihad a great deql of ‘robic

Manuscript literature both written and, or collected by the
Yoruba 'Ulama had florished. The University of Ibadan Library

recovered a rumer of such kind of works from cyo, Ibadan and

Iwo areas, Borro, Yorubaland and Hausaland are areas of

different geosraphical orientation. The literature originating

from Borno and



Yorubaland is therefore a c¢lear festimony of tie existence

of various Arabic-Islamic¢ works and writers all over Nigeria
|

during the Jihad period and after,

A part from the books composed by various authors,
another important group of items that emerged in tiae Jihad
Period and afterAis the voluminous diplomatic :dministrative
correspondence of the Sokoto Caliphate, There was - for
instance, a lot of correspondence between the Cilirhiate of
Sokoto and the Sultanate of Bornoj and also betwecn the
Caliphate and its emirates, Similarly, there was an external
correspondence with people abroad, A good ex~m1» of this
foreign Correspondence include the admin}stratttc letters
between Sokotoc =nd the Fulanis of Timbuc%u. There was also
the religiocus corresvondence between Fodios in Joikcto 2nd
the Kunta Shaikhs in Morocco snd other neighbour.ng countries,
These letters were mzinly on religious matters gurticularly

the Qadiriyya order wnich was the most popular religious

sect in the Sokoto Caliphate, ‘J

A numbter of these letters and tne wbrks discussed

are aithopr written in
HGL!Q.;,F;.{(M.. Ld't_'ji»fﬁj-eb' erb

the Arabic langu-ge or in tne vernaculaqhtranscribed in

earliar on are still extant. Thej

the Arabic¢ alphabets, This explains the reason why the
greater percentage of the Ni-eriazn manuseript literature

written before, during and even after the Jihad is in the

Arabic alpnabets,

1.3 Coantezgorary ,rabic-Islamic Litarature:
It has been noted earliar on th:t since the leath of

Gidado b, Laima in 1851, the pro<uction of wanuscript
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literature has never ceased, To this day, about one hundred
and thirty five years from his death, one finds, in existence,
a lot of the Sokoto Caliphate works together with the earliar
ones written before the Jihad, Further-more, more Arabic
=Islamic Literature continue to be produced by Ni-aorian
Islamic Scholars. . : ?Eose earliar works continue
to exert a high degree of influence on the intellectunl,
scholarly and literary activities of the Nigeri:n Islamic
Scholars, The works serve not only as important ources
for learning and teaching but also for the rroduction of

nuamerous new Islamic books, }

It is rather difficult to dwell on the works oroduced
by the contemporary Islamic Scholzrs., The Scholirs nre,
indeed, many and the quantity of their works is _reat.

It suffices to mention the followings who have excelled
themselves; Alh, (Dr.) Junaidu, W¥azirin Soko%to; .lh, Haliru
Binji, Grand Khadi of Sokoto 3tate; Shaykh Muhammndu

Nasiru Kabara of Kano, the leader of the diriyya order

in Nigeria; and Shaykh Alh, Dahiru Usman 3auchi, Cther
egually important Islamic Scholars and #riters inélude the
following Shaykhs: Alh, Abubsakar ifahmoud cumi, » Zorzer
Grand Khadi of Northern States; Alh, shmed {em:, Grond Khadi
of Niger State and Justice Bashiru Sambo, Grand Kh~di of |

the Federal Capital'TErritory, Abuja.
“here as the earliir works were préduCed and ore still

. faund in manuscript form, most of the contemreor- vy Islnmic

writings have been published, There arg}however,iome WOTKS

authored particularly Ey the local Mallhm: *hot 32112 remain

unpublisned, The liternture produced presently ¢ in
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different languages but prominently in the Hausa, Arabic
and English languages, The literature also covers a wide
range of topics such as politics, 8Socioclogy, law, economics,

religion and education among others. |
In tﬁe final analysisz, it should be émphaslsed that
the Nigerian Arabic-lslamic literature hasi its ovigin right
from the pre-Jihad period in about 15th ceniury to the time
of the Jihad and the succeedinco period., It then goes down
to the present 20th century. The volume of 'hie writings of
the scholars of the Sokoto Caliphate is very substantial,
These writinegs are very widely dispersed to "o extert that

they currently pose a serious problem of loc.*ion and

recovery., ;
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CHAPTER FOUR

RECOVERY AND LOCATICNS OF THE SOKOTO CALIIH. s
MANUSCRIET LIT+RATURL

Recovery and preservation of the Nigerian indigencus
manuscripts should not be seen as relatively a rrocent
phenemenon, This is because since the spread of Isl-m in
Hausaland the people generally used to collect .13 preserve
some books, These books were mostly in manuscrirt form.
and were preserved in various compartments not only for the

sake of study but z2lso as valuable treasures to L2 inherited
by posterity, f

With the establishment of the Sokoto Caliphate in
particular, every house became more or less a scriptoriam;

"book Collection became the greatest passion and pride,

Preservation, care and Maintenance of Libraries were considered

|

Qualities to be envived and praised,”"  Hence tihe renarkable

expansion of individual private collections, The materials
collected by individual Ulama Scholar for instance,
comprised not only the works which possibly ha himself

authored or his contemporaries, but also tne locailly written
works of the earliar writers,

In addition, there were quite a good number of 3chools
and Mosgues that were scattered in different coununities
all over tne Sokoto taliphate, There were .lso some palaces
and Courts, All these places were, in their own ways,
engzzed in the collection and rreservation ol voluszbile

materials. The 3chool collections were kept for the use

of the teachers and pupils and those in the wosSjues were

I
T R
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consulted generally by the muslims within the coummunity in
which the mosquesjwere, situated, paluces and Courts
were centres where special books relating to administrative

Lould
and judicial matters - . respectivelxkbe found,

_ ‘Tge survival of the Nigerian Arabic-Islomic
Manuscript Literature up till today could be attributed to
the earliar efforts made by the private collectors and
institutions mentioned above, Obviously without such
initial efforts, the works which are presently found would
have perished either with the dea=th of their ~uihors or

the author's contemporaries. |

Recent efforts to recover the indigenous mi.nuscript
literature could be tracedf%ﬁ-?9505 and 1960s, Ir. Sharr
(1963)3 .. drew the attention of the Northern IIlzerian
Government with regords to the wealth of Arabic Lumuscripts
in Northern Nigeria particulsrly in the Northern Lmirztes.

He then emphasised th:t they should be collected, systemntically
processed, analysed and well preservad by those who have the
necessary . and specialized skills, The undertakirg

f this gilgantic project :?sreally a step in n> ri-sht

|
directione. f

Already Frantic efforta have been m:de by intividunls,
academic and public institutions both w;thin and cutside
Nigeria, It is imrortant to note nﬁf l
th» activities of these institutiorns were stimul .ted Ifurther
by the research ard teaching programmes of the demartaents
£ g

- . M
of History, Arabic and Islamic dtudies;rré R J‘f““[“w"r”?“u
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'ﬁngQHUﬁtﬁﬂ;fbr teaching and research purposes, The locations
of these institutions and the efforts they made so far |

towards recovering the Sokoto Caliphate Manuscript Literature

are snumerated below, y

Lel Nigerian Institutions:

Belal ~ - University of [badan:

This is the pioneer institution in Nigeria to engage
in the collection of the indigencus Arabic Manuscrints,
As far back as 1953, the Ibadan University establisned a
centre for Arabic = Islamic Documentation (C.A.D. for Short)
in the Institute of ifrican Studies, The purpose oI the
Centre include among other things, collection, n:icservation
and making available Arabic-Isl=mic Materials znd also to
plan for their arrangement and documentation, To this end,
Mr, ¥.E.N. Kensdale, the then aiprabic Librarian, mede a 3ix
-%¥eek reconnaissance trip to the then ‘“iorthern lNigeria in
156, The trip yielded some one hundred and Sixty Manuscripts,

with most of them collected from Sokoto area.

The owners of the maznuscripts were vpersuaded by
different methods especially when it was realised that
majority of them were reluctant to part with their valuazble
heritage, So the materials were loaned for microlilming ‘
and returned to their owners afterwards, =~ensdale 2lso |
succeeded in microfilming a collection of Arabic Mhnuscripts

The report of
q
Kensdale's tour and findings wasre published inknunner ol

housed in the Lugard Hall Memorizl Libwrary.
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Journals ia the form of artides ene of whidh'is "Field
notes on Arabic Literature of the Western Sudan: Shehu
Usman Dan Fodio."3

It is interesting to note that the materials collected
by Kensdale hag formed the basis of the University*s Arabic
-Islamic Collection Qnd ever since, the c¢ollection has

"become a fundemental reference for West African Islamic
b |

=Arabic Source Materials,”

The collection in the C,A.D is largely on microfilm,
And it consists, in addition to Sokoto Literature, of a
variety of writings from North West Africa and *he Snhara,
There is also a great deal of literature gathered by the
officials of the Centre or donated by individunl {allams
and personalities from Ilorin and Ibadan, Some of this
© literature is written in Yoruba or in Arablic with a

commentary in Yoruba lunguage,

From 1355 ~ 85, a catalogue of Arabic manuscript
available in the Ibadan University Library had besn published,
The catalogue produced especially between 1955 « 1958 was
prepared by W,E.N., Kensdale and it covers mainly the
manuscripts collected by him during his field <wrip to
Northern Nigeria in 1954, The catalogue is largely annotated
with eross references to places other than Ibadan Library

where copies of the same work are available, Sirce 1985,
jo

no catalogue has been published by Ibadan,

This is probably because of the fact that since then no

effort has further been made to collect more manuscripts,

. ‘ c e b L i o me . e
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Further more, since its inception in 1904, the Bulletin
of Arabic Documentation of the C,A,D, has bezn publishing,
on regular basis, qn annotated index of (ts wanuscuript
holdings - The index gives 2 brief description :o%te of both
the format and the content of a particular mainuscrint,

In most cases, it provides Cross-references to otwr
documentation centres where;similar manuscript i3 held. It
is, however, regrettable that since the departure of its

}
editor, al-HaJjj Khahil Mehmud in 1975, this exercise ceased

to be on regular basis,

l1,7,2 University of Ife:

In 1963, the Institute of Afrigan Stuadies, University
of Ife assigned an arabic Scholar in person of Pluia. al-Hajj
the task of touring t.e whole of the (lorthern part of

Nigeria for the purpose of ciscovering 12 collocting

indigenous Hausa/Arabic Literature. On this mission, al-

Hajj was able to c¢ollect =zbout one hundrzi and Thirty

manuscripts, Most of them are helieved to ba tiz works of

the Sokoto 'Wlama, Among the other works collucted was

also trne famous 'Asl al Wangarawiyyin' -nd 'Iiril orbch

Hadha a2l-Bilad al-Musanma Kane' (Xano Ch:oniclo? oieh

helps considerably in the reconstruction »nd proner
understanding of most of the historical processeon in

Hausaland from the 1l th %0 17th canturies,
' |

The 130 items collected by al-Hajj ~ers l.ter Xeroxed

and deposited in the University Libraries ol II¢, Ibadan and
|
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Ahmadu Bello University;bﬁhaw-iC s Eﬂhj refered to as the
he
Northern History Research Scheme o€~History Deparctment,

Lele3 Northern (Nigeria) History Research Scheme (N,H.R.S),
Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria:

The Northern History Research Scheme (N,H.R.3.) of the
Ahmadu Bello University is one of the largest documentation

centres that deal with the indigenous Hausa, Fuliulde and
Arabic Manuscripts.

In 1960, tre desirability of cooperntive
effort for the recovery of source material for .2 study

of'Nigerian history was realized, The then Univorsity

i td‘!

College, Ibadan established relations on this line with the

former Government of Northern Nizeria, At the outablishment

of the Ahmadu Bello University in 1562, it undertook tne

responsibility formerly shouldered by the Nortrhern Nigeria

Government, As a result, in 196l the 'Scheme' w5 lamnchad

at the -‘nmadu E=2llo University in the neme of tne 'Nerthern

(Mizeria) History Research Scheme!,

The Scheme was specifically established for tThe purpose

f "conducting a resezrch into tine aistory of Yorthern

cf
Nigeria and to proceed in a systematic fashion .5 far as

possible with recovering the indigenous mnateri:ls und their

cataloguing with the view of making availaible, to:r future

inguiry, a substantial Central research library.") To avoid

duplication and unﬁecessary expenses, Ibadon ~nd

anmadu Bello Universities apreed to fincnce the Jcluene and

also undertook to work jointly in the recovery o. in2
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manuscripts, The N.H.R.3, was first under the directorship

of Professor H,#.C. Smith, the then head of department of

history, Ahmadu Bello University. /
The N.H-R.S5., presently located in al%uilding of the

history department, Ahmadu Bello University, has a mumber of
useful collections in Arabic manuscript, both xeroxed and in
original form that have been collected from all partsof west
Africa and, to a limited extent, from North ‘frica and the
Middle East. Since the inception of the cen‘re it has
engaged itself in the discovery, recovery, orzamimntion =nd
preservation of manuscripts such that by 1063 a areat deal
of materials from private and public collections both in

and outside MNigeria were acquired @n microfiim, . Substantial
quantity of maznuscripts are s2id to hwve been acauired from
Niamey (Niger Republic), Morocco, Algeria, runisia, Libya 2nd
Egypt. )

With regards to the Sokoto Caliphaté Collectien, the
N.H,R.S. has been able to collect well over Tive hundred and
forty works; out of which the Shaykh Usmant's writings,
constitute the bulk, This collection was made over a period
of mere than twenty years - by different prorsonalities;
prominent among them teing Professor Abduli=nhi =mith, Murry
Last, M.A. al-Haj3, Dr. Hassan Cwarzo, .4, Xani »md many
other scholars., Further effort is deing made Dy tiie N.H.R.S.

to recover more of the Zhaykh's and other aurhor's werks

because despite many attempts there are losts ~d lots of

such works still *to be recovered, (

/



heloy The Areswa House, Kaduna:

The Arewa House Colleﬁfion in Kaduna iy under the control

of the Ahmadu
Bello University, Zaria, It is the Universityt's Centrc ‘or

Historical Documentation and Research, The Centre was
established_in memory of the first chancellor of the
University, Alhaji Sir ihmadu Bello, Sardauna of Sokoto and 4t
is situated in the buildings of his former residence in
Kaduna,

"The obJective of the centre is to provide facility
for a wide range of zdvanced historical studieus in the

African and associated fields, with particular reference

to the evolution of the institutions of Nigerian Society
.

and the intellectual traditions associzted with tiem,”
The facilities provided in the centre comprise 2 resear:ch
library and archive, exnibition galleries, cénf2rence room,

a large technical devartment and hostel for visizting

research workers, |

The-library collection of the Arewa nouse oW appro.cnes

10,000 different items of books, pamphlets, irn>ic Manuscripts,

res3201Cn

periodicals, theses znd other printed materisls o7
value originzting both from within znd cuisice (1 erin,
In the centre's collection of .rabic Manuscrirts, a

rumber of works attributed to tne Jokoto Zaliph.te 3Scholers

are found, These workxs are largely photocopies, The

avallability of these materials in tne Arewa House was a

result of tre grest concerrn in the ollzction nd jreser-
Atduil-nd

- A

vation by its former Director, Late Professer

Smith who died in June, 1984, The Manuscrivts in this
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centre are yet to be catalogued or listed,

Le145 Department of Library Science, dhmadu Bello
University, Zaria:

A part from the above two special centres, tihie Department

of Library Science A.B.U.; Zaria also undertook the

task of discovery and recovery of the indigenous m nuscript
literature, The Department hsd, in 1979, Commissioned one

of its lecturers iq:;érson of M,B. Xhan (who is now

with the King Abdul-Aziz University Library in Saudi Arsbia)
to discover and collect the m:-erials, Mr, Knmn toured

many towns and even some villazes located in tiie Northern
areas of the country, He successfully recovered nbout two

hundred manuscripts especially from <Zaria, Kafanchan and

Sokoto, The items collected were lzrgely photocopies,

ie1e6 Bayero University Kano:

As far back as 1974, the then Abdullahi 3.arero College
(presently Bayero University) established a JSradu.te

Rese-rch Unit at the institution, The Unit aimed -t

collecting vreserving =snd ms=king availaole gener:illy source
g - - = =

materials to cater for the interest of postaradute students

and otner researcners, There was also ﬁhﬂ'Can“n “oF

Islzmic Documentation whose m=2in cohjective was to specizlise

in t-e collection =nd rrovision of :iraoigc=Islunic nateri-ls

for use botn for tezcaing and research purpcses,

At a l:ter date, a1 Research Data Centre (.0, .) was

consequently

o)

estzblished in the Bayero University Library,

all the indigenous manuscript muteri=1ls already collected



by the above centrzs were transfered to the new centre,
At present, the collection of the Research Data Centre
consists of materials mainly relevant to the work of the
Faculty of Arts and Islamic Studies., These materials are
made up of a wide variety of items such as books, Seminar
papers, Arabic Manuscripts =nd a number of important
correspondence pertaining to the 3okoto Caliphate. The
Manuscripts, together with some Colonial repor<is, are
believed to be well over 3,000, Efforts ars nlso being
intensified to recover more Arabic Manuscript works

especially from Kano bmirate and its environs.

Lele7 University of 3okoto:

The University'of'Sokotoﬁtibrary was established in.
1977, In 1979, attempts towards the collection of the
Sokoto Caliphate works were made, This resulted in h-ving
few of such works in the library's Arabic-=Islamic Collection
’at present, Since then, there has not been any rurther
appreciable progress, Thus, University of Sokoto Liﬁrary
has not been actively involvad in the discovery und
recovery of the irabic manuscript literature. tonetheless, there
" are guite a large number of published works, unrublished

thesls, seminar ard otrer research papers dealing with the

Sokoto Caliphate in the library,

The Centre for Islonic Studiest- It is howsver interesting

to note that the centre for Islamic Studiss {C.1.5.),
its inception,

University of Sokoto)hasjsinchengaged itself directly‘in

the discovery and recovery of the works of the CZokoto 'Ulama.
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The Centre undetrtook some tours to various towns nd villaves-
of Sokoto State, It has also now established c¢lose contacts
with various Mallams within the Sokoto Metropelis and also
with those in the towns and villages - visited, ~from these
people also, the centre has been able to collect numerous
wOorks particularly the ones authored by Shaykh Uthm:in bn
Fodio, Abdullanhi bn Fodio, Muhammad Bello, Nana Asma Bint

and other prolific writers of the Jihad period ~nd after,

ho1.,8 Sokoto State History Pureau (3,3,H.B.), Jokoto:

The year 1976 Saw the crention of twa atiles,

Sokoto and Miger out of the former MNorth-western Jtote,

-~y

Consequently, the $,5.H.B. edict was also enacted to abrogate

a1l the

the NMorth-western History Bureau edictas Howevar, all
provisions znd functions as stigulzted in the odlict estzblisning

the latter remain applicable to the former (3.3.1.3).

The S.S.H.B. was established under odict
number 2 of 1972 and it came into orerzticon on <2 SUth dwy
of August, 1973, Frovisions of section thirt=zen of the
edict specifically states thrt "it shall bte the Juby of the
Bureau to administer the law relating to the uroservation
and management of nistorical works of <he 5t3te.“7 To this
end, the Bureau is eupowered to, amony nther things,
"rrovide and maintain a comprehensive.ressnrch library for
Nigerian and -oreign researcners in tne rield o history;
to establish and maintain museums through out the state;

ard to conduct, direzt and promote resenrch :ind to act as

a coordinating agency for researcn in all mnttevs relating
|

te the history of the State "
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!
Since the creation of the 5,S.H.B. it has continued

to play a leading role in the areas of discovery, recovery,
preserving and making available Arabic manuscripts emanating
from the Sokoto Caliphoate, Indeed, the Burenu i 'S been

able, over the years, to build the most compirehensive Arabic
Manuscript collection in the country, It should be noted
that the recovery activity of the 3,3.H.B. has been confined
to only the Sokoto State boundaries, So little attempt has
been made to discover and recover the numerous .rabic
Manuscript materials available in other states i the country,
The S.35.H.B. intends to recover more manuscript literature
@specially of those suthors known bat whose works are yet

to be found, with this itention therefore, it i:s obvious
that the Bureau wil#kpfgﬁﬁjextend 1ts recovery ‘Ctivity to

other parts of the country in the near future,

Leo1,9 Lugard Hall Memorial Library, Kaduna:

This is one of the earliest libraries in L. country
that engaged in the collection =nd preservation af books
and other important mzterials, The library wis al 0ne t&ne,
involved in the collection of indizenocus aradic llanuscript

Literature. This is believed to have started in the 1%60s,
The recovery activity of the Lugard Hall Libx»uy was short-
Lived vecause it wis terminzted in 1965, The library had

succedded in collecting about thirty Arable Manuscripts,

The catalogue of these items is contained in tho “Ceseriptive

catalogue of Arabic iMonuscripts in Nigeria, Jos suseum and

Luzard Hall Library, Kaduna,”




Le1.70 Other Nizerian Libraries:

The Sckoto Town Council Library - This library used te have

about
eighty five books, The librzry came into existence in 1255,

Some of its collection was sent to Ibadan in the 19o0s for
microfilming,

The Sokoto Divisionz2l Library=-1tContained soze 270

Manuscripts, The library was established in 190671 ~:nd its
collection originated from the private library collection

of Sarkin Dogaral of Sokoto,

b |

The materials in those two librzries were .vallabls
there up to 1978, In 1979 it was said that they n d been
transfered to Abdullzhi Gwandu Library; where as presently,

nothing is found in this library except a negli :ibie nurier

of published works of the Sokoto Scholars and a - rz2 nunber

-y,

of other printed m-terials, Fresumably thererfors2,
collections of both the Sokoto Town Council Libr-ry and

Sokoto Divisional Library had Teen rermanently "ransfered

to the S.S,H.B.

The Nizamiyya School Librarys: This libr:ry nis ovar one

hundred .
manuscripts of old “nd new m=aterials, The collection of

the library was orizinally part of the Magaiin 3hrin 3okoto

Frivate Collection, The Collection was transferad to znd
it is available in the private custcdy of al-H:’]j Joyi.
o2 Nigerian Archieves ard “useum .,
4e2,1 Natioral .rchnives, Kaduna (N.A.X.):

If there is any archival institution in th= country

th:t nas immensely contriovuted to tae recovery
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of the Nigerian Arabic-Islamic Manuscriﬁts it is the National
Archives, Kaduna, The .rchive was established in 1954 and
Arabic

Linclertugen

recovery programme commented in 1960, Extensive
Mamuscript collgction tours were organized and
through-out thei§grthern Region of Nigeria for & preriecd of

ten years (1960 -~ 1570)., As result, more than 5,000 manuscripts

were recovered from thirteen provices of the Resion, inclhbding
Kaduna Capital'térritory.
The Arabic Manuscript Collection held by o> YN.A.K.

comprises works of the 19th century Sokoteo Jih:llists ond
those of comtemporary Islamic 3cholars, There ¢ also
numerous Cfficial administrative corresvondences hotween the
Central authority in Sokoto and its different ounir tes.
.These letters are believed to number about ona Ilousand ~nd

they were collected by the Archives from various »nrrts of

' the Fulani Empire of Sokoto. ‘

he2.2 National Museum, Jos: _ ‘

The Jos fuseum is also one of the important centres at

r

"which the Sokoto Caliphzte works are located, The Museum

was created in 1952 =2nd recovery activity began in 1954,

Al=hajj Muntaka Coomasie, a Zaria based Islomic Scholar

who was then with the Institute of Administriticn, shmadu
|

Beilc University, Zaria, had played the grentest nort in

Collecting the manuscripts for the Jos Museum, Also Dr, A.H.

Bivar, formerly the curater of the Museum, and Lliter a

and African Studies,
ot

University of London, had manzged to add over
A

lecturer at the School of @riental
hundred

3
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Sir Richmond Falmer had his contritution
a¢ il -

to the growth of the Museum Collection A It was from his

Manuscripts.

personal collection th/t many valuable drabic Mamuscripts

Procured-
were It is rather unfortunate that since the departure

A
of Dr, Bivar the recovery exercise had @easad j
. . | |
The Jos Museum Collection is not mainly @n writings

that orginated from the Sokoto Caliphatgj:f?ir<uxatains
numerous works emanating from the old Sultanate oi Bornoe.
In addition, there =re other manuscrinpt records ralating
to the early History of Katsina, Kano and otiner ~reas of
Hausa States, Also preserved in the MUseum, are Soue Works
of North African Origin.

Generally, it is said thet the Jos Museum Jolleactisn
is adequately representative of the various brancues of
stucdy, The Main subjects covered are History. Reli:ioh,
Grammer (Arabic), Poetry, Astronomy, Astralogy, .. themztics,
Fcdklore, prose, Ceography, btducation, sociology, Logic
and Jurisprudence (Sharia).' | |

A catalogue of the irabic Manuscripts preserved in the

| 10
Jos ¥useum was published by sida and hmed (1965),

According to the autrors, tnis catalozue ¢ontains over one

thousand manuscripts that are ppractically Kept t e Museum,

Lel Fnreign Collectins Centres, 'j

Iy

]
e
L ]
%
17
.I'

Le3d.1 1Institute de Recherches en Scisncas Humnina
Lniversite de liamey:

educational znd ~rchival insti=zutlions wnare n? _o<soto
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Caliphate Literature can be locatad, The first o} fhese Centres
is the I.R.S.H; University of Niamey in Nizer Republic,

Here, many works produced generally by Scholars from Nigeria
have been collected and are being preserved, I['»st importantly,
the collection contains works dealing with the intellectual
activities of Hausa States from 15th Century Onw rds,

Amongst the 19th century works found in the I.R.J:H's
collection include those composed by the great WJanidin

Uthman bn Fodio, Abdullzhi and Muhammad Bello. [n deditivry, fere ¢

other materials that relate to the extern~l policies
of Sokoto Caliphate,

Le3.,2 Institute of African Studies, Chzna:

The above Institute at the University of (Chana possesses
materizls relating to the literary activity of riie Vestern
and Central Sudan, There are 2lso 3 considerzble number of

manuscripts written by Hausaland Scholars.

Lelde3d I.F.A.N. Collection, Dzkar:

This collection contains some correspondence dealing
with the diplomatic relations of Sokoto and Masina (which
is presently in the Rerublic of Mali), Not cquite long ago
the N.H.R.S; A.B.U, Zaria recovered copiss of & .:5h

correspondenced from the I.F.A.N. It is undoubttul that

works produced by the 1Sth century Sokoto authors can be

located there,

Le3.4 The Libvan GCovernment .rchives:

Tne Libyan Government .rcnives, Dar al=M-h M-t ~l=-

Parichiyya, at the Red Castle of Triroli contai=s some
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valuable works that originated from the Sokoto C.aliphate,
In addition, there are many original documents (in form

of letters) that throw some lisht on the rel ticns between

the Shaykhs of Borno and the Cttoman rulers of [ iby: in the
ninettenth century,.

lle3s5 Rabat Collection of al-Khizana al-Mal kiyy\a:

The Collection includes works of celebrated sciiol rs

such as Ahmed Baba of Timbuktu, some major woric: o Lun:am d

b, Abd al-Karim al-Maghili, Muhammad al-Katsin-wi, nd
Salihal Fulani, In the Moroccan archives zlso, . -3
originating from Sokoto can be %raced, Therec i:, ‘or
instance, the Infac al-Maysur of Muhammad 3ello,

Lhe3.” Ahmad Baba Centre of Documentation, Tiuluiitu:

This Centre is believed to contaiq‘in its sollecticn,
some manuscripts that emanated from Hausaland eosvecially
correspondence between Hamdullzhi and Sokoto in tihe 10th

cencurye.

Le3.7 Other African Centres:

risa whare

Other important Centres in .frican cocunt:
manuseript of Nigerian backercund could b2 loc fad include
and
the Algerisn, Tunisian,\iudanese A
/

several others not specifically mentioned nerte,

Sarlise

Le3.,8 Bibliothegue de e'Instit de France,

oty e

A part from the . frican Countries, 2 consiud

provortion of Nigeriin indizernsus irabic Manusc:i t [iter-ture

can similarly be found in seszarn Countries, (uUr =nowledge



__f,a |

of the availabillity of these materials in those countries

emanate from 11

largely, to the publications of Smith (1858)  and
1

(1962) 2 in which he described the De Gironcourt D. Pers

that are preserved in the Librury of the Institute de Frence,
Paris, f

The De Gironcourt papers consists of 223 .rabic Manuscripts
of West African Origin bound into 13 volumes, " lost of the
manuscripts were m2de by the srchaelogist, Goerges Girincoug
in the Course of his expedition to the region o the Niger
bend in 1911 - 12, Some of the Qutstanding itemns represented
are the works of Shaykh bn Fodio (13 works), abdulloni]
(8 works) and Muhammad Bello (7 works), totallii; altogether
28 works, In addition, the coll:ction cont~ins Xinglists,
obituaries, Minor Tarikhs, PseHdo-histories, correspondence,

opuscules etcetera written by different .Jest .uirican

Schodars.

|
L4L.3.9 The Bibliotheque Nationale, Paris?

YomL
The Bibliotheque Nationzle ContainsAArchin:nd Jollection.

Tnis collection consists of 509 items taken from wegu
(presently in Mali) in 1890 - by the French Comr-nder
Archinand., The collection 2lso includes sev=r:. volumes of
manuscripts generally Originating from dest “ifrica, These
materials were cocied or taken by the rrench administrzaters,
Among tnese materi=ls 1is the famous !Tarixh Joikato! bﬂ
al-Hajj Said, There are also otner works th.:t lllustrate
the disputes tetween the Tiljaniyya leader, 3haykh Umar

al-rutl and Shaykh junammad al=-Anin al-{:mimi af Berno,.
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16310 The Northwestern University Library:

The Northwestern University Library Collection is based
primarily on the private library of a famous Kano Scholar
trader, Umar Falke, This Collection was purchased and taken
to Northwestern University by Professor Paden in 1970, The
Collection amounts to overftﬁﬁusand piecesof works, out of
which the Sokoto Caliphate Writings Constitute \ significant
proportion, While the bulk of the collection.is written

in Arabic, a considerable number is said to bave been composed

in Hausa and a few in Yoruba Cq@ﬂ”qyag‘

More over, in the same University Library, n separate
collection known as tne Paden Collection is kKept for quite
some time, This Collection contains about LO0 manusceripts,

l1e3411 British Museum Library: _ | é

Just like their French Counterparts, the 3ritish
Colonialists took away many valuable Arabic documents %rom
Nigeria, BSpecialle?Eé northern part, Most of these documents
are preserved in tte 3British Museum Library, The private
library collection of aAlh, Mahmud Gumi,.a Kadun~ basedE
Islamic Scholzr and preacher contains some photccopies of
the works of Shaykh Uthman bn Fodio which he obtzined from
the Museum Libdrary. This is therefore agclear testimony of

the availability of the 3okoto Caliphate works chere, !

It is also said that the late ihmadu Bello, Shrdouns
of Zokoto and former Fremier of Northern Nigeri» n-d tried
to recover all the Sokoto Calivhate works from z.:e 3ritish
Museum Library, Unfortunately the effort proveg futilf,

because of the British Government'!s refusal to release them,

* I
1
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Le3.12 Other Western Countries:

Yale University - in the United StateSof .merica is

said to have been building its own collection in collaboration
with the Ahmad Baba Centre of Arabic Document-tion,

Presumably therefore, Manuscript Literature Originating from,
particularly, the Central and “estern Sudan, Borno and

Hamwsaland could be located there,

In Berlin - there is the Dreussische Staatsbibliothek
collection, This colgection is made mz2inly of manuscripts

collected by C.A. Krause at the end of the 19th century,

The Cambridge University Library = Contains C.E.

Whitting's papers, These are l=argely the Nigeri-n

indigenous Arabic materials which he collected when he served
as Vice-Principal of the 3cnhool for Arabic studies, Kano in 193Cs.

In addition to all of the above, there =z2re 2 good
number of Arabic - Islamic manuscript works witn llizerizn
background that could be located at many places btoth in

tne Western and Eastern Countries of the World,

et Nigerian Private Library Collactors:

Any discussicn of tne locations of the Sokoto Calirh-te

Manuscript materials will be ircomplete if due considerztion

is not given to the numerous irdiviiual priv:te ccllecftors.
with whom the greatest percantage of the materizls are
found, Some of these people have allowed !'touring teams!
to purchase, rhotograph or vhotostat their collection;
others even volunt2rilly gave as donations while many still

do rot at all wish trem to oe known, But for
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uncooperative attitude of the last set of people, alll the
indigenous Arabic-Islamic Manuscripts in existence would

have been successfully recovered nd preserved by noﬂ.

Li.he? The Private Library Collection ot Wazirin Jokoto,
Alhaii (Dr,.) Junaidu b, Muhammad Al-Buxhnari:

A history of the Man -~ It is of paramount importance.

to discuss, even briefly, tre history of Waziri Junai

before ccmmenting upon his personal Library Goliection.
Waziri Junaidu was the son of Waziri Muhammad Jl-Bukﬁari,
Son of Ahmad, the Son of the pgreat Wazirli Gidado b, Qnima.
He was born in the year 1906,- and he is a desaandenﬁ oI
Shaykh *Uthman bn, Fodio tirough Shaykh's laushier, #sma

Bint, After the deeth of his eldest brothrr, Waniri ..bbos

» . - - - £l . + - - . n |
in 1948, Warziri Junaidu was aprointed Waziri of ”oaojo;

the post he occupies up till today. 1
Waziri Junaidu is an intellizant Islamic Scliolayr, a
historian and a good linguist, It i3 therefove orf littie

wonder that inspite of the nezsvy responsibllities '

associated to his office, S Waziri Junailu Dound tice to

write prolifically, 1In addition, he2 is a great cellector
of works of tne Soxoto 'Ulam~, ‘Jaziri
has personally written about fifty works I ..ra2ic and Hausa

on various fields of knowledge particul vl ieligion,
nistory, travel, biogr-phy, Grammer, and an som2 other trarches
of knowledre, | | .
Because of his Zeal in the recovery of the Sokoto

Manuscript Literature, ¥Waziri, more than any one elsé, has
|

mzde a remarkable contribution to trie developiieii. cnd
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preservation of the Sokoto Caliphate Collection, In addition

to collecting liter~ry works, he also paied particular attention
to gathering together for preservation, objects of historical

significance, Thus, on his ovm initiative he [yxrinded the

Sokoto Museum which contains very wvaluable non literary

materials of great reXevance to the history of tue Sokqto
Jihad and the Caliphate, ' |

Waziri is considered as one of the most illustrous

scholars Nigeria has ever produced, It is undoubutedly fer

this reason that he beceme the recivient of many awardj.

torder

i

For instance on Z3rd Cctoter, 1963, he was awar-izd th

National' by the president of ftne Republic of aneﬁnl.:

In 1971, he received the nonourtry Desgr2e of Uoctor of Letters

Frwnthe Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria, ‘Then st Ibudan on
[

2nd October, 1980, Waziri was nwar ded 'The Historicel Scceiety

Award in recognition of ris worthy contributions <o thﬁ

understanding of Migerian History. Also a yenr 1:ter, hne

received the Naticnal Merit -whrd' from his former Pupifl,

Alhaji Shehu Usman ~liyu Shagari, the then President of the

Federal Republic of Niseria. &gain on 14th Cctobor, 1982,

Waziri was awarded the fICOM ICCMGS Migeria Awrrd! Zor his
valuable contritutions to the development of Iusoums iW

Nigeria and the preservation of our cultural neritoge, It

was also very apt that waziri was zppointed tne Jhairman of
the 3,5.H.B. in 1976, a rosition he held up %o 1379,

X¥aziri has always teen oprroachable, he ha3 helvped ~nd

advised many schol-rs, ycung ard old alike, IVt 15
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become an established fact that for any successfﬁl research
involving work with msnuscripts in wnorthern Nijeria and ‘ _
Sokoto in particular, one has got to come into close contact
- with Waziri Junaidu and his library collection, -»-’

An example of a successful work emanating from such close

contact with-the Waziri is '"the Sokoto Caliph:te' by Murry Last,
Collection: -

The Waziri's Library/  This is one of the oldest and

richest private_library collection in Sokoto, The collegtion
is inherited by each Waziri that comes to the tnrone in
Sokoto. The list of the inheritors of this collcction dates
back to tne second part of the nineteentn century when

Gidado B, Laima assumed the office of thé Waziri and ?his

was about the time when Sultan Muhammadu Bello reigned.%
[
The collection is kept in a room right inside the house

of Wazirl Junaidu, the official residence of the Wazirdl
which was first built by Gidado B, Laima, In 1974, a small
research/study room was built @n the order of the then |
Secretary to the Sokoto State Military Governor, Alhaji|
Abdullahi Kure, The research room is also locatecd in the

95
Waztrits house though noﬁﬂdeeply inside as the room housing

the actual collection, _ o ’
The research room contains few materlals such as the
published works of the Sokoto Ulama, books authored by the
Waziri himself, important files, papers and photographs as
well as other printend Islzmic texts of comtemporary }

authorship, The actual srabic ilanuscript Collection is, howaver

5till kept separately in a room which is deep inside the

Waziri's house, A particular m=znuscript is brou;gnt out to
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the research room only on request by a reseurca=i orjuser,

|
The numeric strength of the Waziri's Cellection:proves
difficult to determine, Howev-r -n attenpt w - 1 35[0
Alhudi B sair Ctkman Ahmed, a lecturer in tie ¢.I.5.§ Sokoto

Universit% to compile a list of some selescted {Cems, | The

list consists of 73 works of Shavkh bn Fodio, '3 of Abdullahi,
77 of Muhammadu 3Bello and about 214 of oticr scwolurs,
Also included in the list zre some Islamic boows wriﬂten by

bath the earliar and contempor=ry authors including the

L

Waziri himself; these are about one thousand, '

Other egually imrortant items reoresanted in the Waztrits

LTS

Library are extensive files of correspondances Lotween the
central authority in Sokoto and other amirates cuch gs

e v n . ¥ |
PO S A L

[$]

{1

~adamawa, Kano, Katagum, bMisau, and <Zarian, Q

some that concern the emirates of Bauchi, dJdobir, Katsins,

Kontagora, Zamfargznd  muny Oers. | Toral ore glse

some letters dealing with foreign zand personal vel.tTip:s,

Leie2 Other MNiserizn rrivate Collactora!

-

A part from daziri Junaidu, there .ore - 03t

e
L

O

J

ther ceorle in poszession of sizeable Arabic toomigcrict
Collections, Many of these peoole innerited !in Uollpctions
frem their forefath-rs, They tnerafore Xeecp thi'm 18 g xind
of 'family heirloom', Fromirent among tra2ge private éollectors
are tne followings:

1, Sarkir Musulmi, .lhaji -~btubaxar III
20 Marafan Soxoto, Alhnaji ‘mzdu 2Jantbaba

3. Alkalin Lardin Sokoto, Mallam Y=hyn b, abhdal-2adir




L. Baraden Wamako, Mnllam Ahmadu Danbasﬁiru
S, Alkali Sidi Sayudi, Kofar Atiku J
6, Alkalin Sifawa, Mal, .Shmnrdu Gidadawaf
7« Walin Gwandu, alh. Ibrzhimu ’
8, Wazirin Gwandu, Mal, Boyi ’
9., Emir of Bauchi, Alh, Yakubu

10, Wazirin Kano, Mal, Shehu ’

1. Mal, Isa Waziri of Kano ’
12. Alh, Boyi, Kofar atiku - Sokoto

13. Mal., Garba Gerau, Kofar 2tiku /
tl, Alh, Shehu Na Liman, S/Birni Sokoto

15. Alh, Yahya Assada, Sokoto ’

16, Mal., Uban Doma, 3okoto |

17, H¥al, Magaji Muhammed, Sokoto J

13, 4lh, Bello Gidadrwa (Secretary Jama'at Nasril Islem,

Sokoto State Branch),
19, Mal, Muhammadu Inane, Sokoto ’
20, Mal, Balarabe (Cusau ’
21, Mal, Jibo Makarantan Gwandu | } .

22 Mal, Umaru Alkanci

In addition to the above, there zrs many otier private

collectors in every hook and corner of Sokoto Stnte, There

are also several others in other 5tates of tha Fadaration,

of

Laoie3d Recoverv, Manuserifls by Yizerian Scholars:
2A ;i

Another group of people to be reckoned wi-h (15 regzrds

the recovery and locations of the Sokoto Caliphnte Ha[erials)

are tre Nigerian Scholars who travellad ~idely for tng

purrose of collecting materials relevant to th=ir reseurch

‘ : .
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works, Notable in this group is Alhaji (Dr,) Hassan Gwarzo,
This scholar made an extensive teur  of North .frican
Countries and a few countries of the West when he was
engaged in his research work, .  The trip had a du.l
purpose, First of recovering materials for the study of
Islam in West Africa with particular reference to Northe}n
Nigeria and Kano with a view to writing a doctorsl thesis
to be submitted to the University of London. The seoond
purpose was to prepare a handlist of Arabic Manuscripts
bearing on the history and culture of the Western and Central

Sudan for the Northern History Research Scheme of Ihadan

and Ahmadu Bello Universities,

In the course of his tour, Dr, Hassan spent two years
in Morocco, Algeria, Tunisa, Libya, and Egypt together with

a brief visit to Spain,France, and England. de located many

works, copies of which he brought bzck with him,

Professor Mohzmmed Sani Zanrade#n also deserves special
meﬁtion'for his immense contribution, During his Ph,D field
work on Abd Allah Ibn Fodio . . in 1976, he collected
a lot of manuscript works composed by Abdullahi in particular
and other writers like Shaykh Uthman and Muhammad Bello
The materials collected have been deposited 9% Ciae dayero

University Library,. | -

Similarly, in the course of his Fh.,D. research programme

on "Abdullahi bn Fodio as a Muslim Jurist" in 1977, Dr,

Abubakar Aliyu Gwendu travelled to various places in the

i

country, The trip w=s jéintly ¢conducted by Mall:m Isa

Usman, an official of the S,5.H.B3} and it covzr2d gost of
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the northern states plus Oyo State, This trip wos successful

because they were able to collect a large number of works

from the places they visited.

lie5 Recove £ Manuscrints eign Scholard:

A part from the role played by Nigerian Schol-rs, there

was also the significant contribution of non Nierisn Scholzrs,
These were the people who were deeply concerned with the
Collection and preservation of Nigerian cultural heritage,

The efforts of the Foreign Scholars startad much earliar
C"\

than fﬁﬁ;\ Nigerian Scholars,

AS early as 1904, Sir Richmond H, Palmer had collected

numerous manuscripts and used them for his two very famcus

works, Sudanese Memois which is three volumes in one, w:tich

was reprinted in 1967, The first edition wis pudblishe: in

1828. The other work, The Bornu Sahara ani Sudan was rrinted

in 1970, ;
Since Palmer, the efforts of collecting and preserving

the manuscripts has never ceased. There have bcen many other

schodars who have made tremendous contributions, For

instance WyE,N, Kensdale, A,H. Bivar, Mervyn

Hiskett, J.0. Hunwick, A.,S, Arif and A.M. Abu Hiwa had 211 made

various contributions,
Cthers include DM, Last, M.A. al-Hajj and Mrs, Jenn Boyd

to mention but the most prominent ones,

Mrs, Jean Boyd is an expatriate who worked in various
capacities under the Services of the Sokoto State Government,

She was the principal of the Staff School Jokotohét one time.
one

Her last place of work before her departure to hor/country
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was the Sokoto State History Bureau, Perhaps more then -ny

one else, Mrs, Boyd collected a2 large number of .ci ks

speciffically of Nana Asma’ Bint, 3She also wroie nony -rticles

on the author and her works, For instance, Mrs, Boyd, jointly

with Magaji Munammed, produced z work titled "Thg tollected

works of the Jihadi women writers: A systematic ond

1978, In fact Mrs, Boyd's M.,i. thesis is basically on the

works of Nana Asma'u Bint.
‘ (sfe

A particular mention must zlso be mnde ofAFrofessor
H.F.C. Smith, whose relentless efforts in the collectica

and organization of the indigenous manuscripts con not oe

!

over-emphasized, He was one of the first people to realize

that in order to have a true =2ccount of the history and
cultures of the peovles of Northern Nigeria, [lhe

recovery and comprehensive study of its manuscriuts wor Zd

have to be made., As such, he nad been assoclated with “he

N.H.R.S. 2nd the arewa House, Infact, he wis the Direl-nr

of the Arewa House before his death in June, 1934, ]

In an attempt to recover tne indigencus m-nuscriots,

Smith took some trims to Eurone, ror examplejrrcm July to

e
August,xai visited a number of l2ading ius2ums il Libraries
in France and Englard for the rurpose of Jurveying Arabic
documentary materials bearinrs on the nistory of 3ilad sl-Sudan,
He  alse carried cut an extensive tfield work in Nigeria,

In the course of all these Foreign nd Lacal trins a great
nd

deal of the 1hth to 19th centuries writings of Jokozo .
!
Bornuwa erudite schol:rs tearing on the nistory, qultural
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and intellectual activities of the 'Ulama were recovered,

Conclusively therefore, it is evidently clear from
all what have been discussed above that there inve CTeen
various efforts since the beginning of tha last century to
recover and preserve the Sokoto Caliphate ManusCriots
together with other indigenous writings orizinating from

elsewhere, These recovery ¢fjcrls  have been successful

Complefe
in a way, but theAJQGDVcrj is yet to be :chieved. 'This
is the task of discovering and recovering tita rest crf
numerous Arabic Manuscripts In orcder To put
the disposal of scholars and resarchers, This onit te
successfully achieved only if all the collectin
and individual scholars Unite and work Zeolously towrrds

that same goal.
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CHAFTER FIVE

AN L= ) ; )
PRESERVATICN ..ND MAINTENANCE OF THE SOKéTO
CALIFH.\TE M.NUSCRIPFT LIT<RATURE

It is rather difficult to discuss how the ::ove major
operations are carried out in all the collectin: centres
mentioned in the previous chapter, This being so, the
undermentioned centres are therefore specifically selected,

(1) Sokoto State History Bureau, Sokoto
(ii) Private Library of wazirin Sokoto, Alhaji (Dr.)
Junaidu bn lMuhammad =21-Bukhari,
(iii) Northern History Rese-rcnh scheme, a.ll.U. Zaria
(iv) Research Data Centre, B.U.K. Library
(v) National Archives, Ks_luna

(vi) National Museum, Jos.,

5«1e Sokoto State History Bureau, Sokoto,

S5«1e1 Acauisition:

Although the S.S.H.B. wis establisaed in 1373, .czjuisition

of the Sokoto Caliphate Manuscripts began in 1977, rom 1977

i = Al a

to 1979, it was the Buresu's archivist who was res-onritle

for the acquisition overaticn, Tnen from Janu-ry, 1279 to

% e St T —
- P P [ - I"v». (R}

date this task hzs been carried out oy

collector who was purmnsely arrointsd for the job,

The Sokoto Calirhzte lMaruscripts are
therefore difficult to obtair. The materi~ls :re orivately

owni.d A greater rercent--2 of *he owners live in various

s in its aczuisition

Vi

villages, In order to ensure sucees

oreration, the S.S.H.3. has to exznloy a pecull:r strategy,
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At the initial stage, the S5.3.d.B, used to send 1etter to

u2

the local government Secretaries, The letters would contain

among others the objectives of the $5.S5.H.B; the purpose of

the visit of itz officer (archivist and later the srabic

document collector), and the date of the visit,
I :'

The Local Government Secretaries were nalso requesgted

to further inform all the District Heads in their resﬁective

areas of jurisdiction of the visit, Then each District Head

would in turn notify his people especially the local ﬁallams

who are believed to possess the arabic Manuscricis,.

On the appointed day, t:2 veocle nofmally showedfup

would request them to bring .ut the manuscripts In th

and met the document collector, The collection offic%r

posessions to enable him eit:er borrow, buy or cory on

spot, The responses of these local Fallams were usually

1

very disappointing as they a.ways insisted that {hey hnad

any manuscript but only prin~=2d books,
The people were, and are still reluctant to say

publically thet they own rmznuscricts Ior the

v

Mt

following reasons, JFirstly, t-=2y fear that the manuserirts

might be confisicated by ths authority, Secondly, ThRq

v

that the District hend, who

oy

mapnuscript materials, could

of certain manuscripts which re of particulr value,

Thirdly, because of the past experiences; some oI fhe|jec:

5 also a privase collsctor

imzelf try <o clain ounershin

a strong btelief that the morusscri=ta Torrowad Jould, lafter
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all, not be returned to them., Suth g <aS¢  h-d happrened

between 1950s to 1970s when some officials from certain

educational and airchival institutions visited the peo?le and
borrowed some importsnt manuscrints, These manuscripls are,
up till now, yet to pe returned to their rirhtiul owners,
Fouthly, a collection of manuscripts, though under a éustody
of one person(probably the head of the family), nay bé owned
not by an individual per se; tut collectively by the entire
family members, Therefore for any manuscript to be p%rted
with, it has to be unanimously agreed by all ths nembers.

These were few of the acquiszion protlams faced by Ine|5.3.H.B.

at the initial stazge, 1In the 1light of the nZova problems,
]

the Bureau devised a new acguisition stratecy which

remains practicable up till row, :

Just like tie previous tactics, The, involves travelling

from one village to another  but instead of formalising the
visit, it is now informal, The visit is not nn:aunceg by

the . istrict head, The local Mallams are met noi collectively
in the public but individually in their varicus hLoes)

Although this strategy is rezllv cumberscome snc lize consuming,

it works bef€er. This is because 2 10t of privata colllectors
aprroached through this way oroucht to light wint panuscripts

they have, It needs to te emphasised here naT rany |otner

Mallams are yet to cooperite with the Aprabic dceoumeny collector,

| -
Acquisiticn of the munuscripts by the 3.5.0.3, Is done
through 2ny of the following rossible methods: i

(1) Voluntary don .tion bty the owners,




(i1)

(iit)

(iv)

(v)

The S.S.H.B. has no written acauisition/selectipr

Purchase - where the owner agrees to sell the

manuscripts.

Fhotocopy - if the owner agrees, the .rabi¢ document
collector takes the manuscripts to thne S.S.H.ﬁ. for

photocopying, Then at a later time he returns the
Copy ’
original to the owner, ‘

On the Spot Copying = If number three above is not
Practicable, the work 1s instantly copied in the

presence of the owner, ’ ' '
| :
Photography - If the manuscripts are many zndjitem

numbeyr three not workable, the document collector
simply records the owner's name, address -nd Lhe

kinds of manuscripts in his possession, In the next

visit, the collection officer carries a long With

him a photographer to photograph the items.
J .

-

policy that guides its acquisition operation; only that the

Bureau Categorically States that it intends to build an

extensive library of tne 18th to 20th cantury works written

in Arabie¢, Hausa and rulfulde,

The Bureau has a three member acquisition commﬂttee

neaded by the irabic document collectonr, The purpoze of

i
this Committee is to advige the collection officer the kinds

of manuscripts to acgquire so as %o avold unnecessary

duplication, The memters of this Committee also meet from

time to time to discuss matters relating to acquiSiﬁion

. | LY I3
strateglies to be employed, They ql50 discuss lajues

relating to the yenaral developaent of the collectiln.

-
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The S.5.H.B., has a source of fund, Since its

establishment up to 1980, the Bureau was an autonomou$ body.
|

S0 it used to have its annual financial 4llocation di{ectly

from the Sokoto State Government, For instiance, fromf1976

to 1979, the Bureau was allocated the sum of 3150,000LOO
|

yearly. Out of this amount, a total of K20,000,20 wa :
budgeted by the Bureau each year for its Library, ;rcgives

and Technical Section.. The money spnent for tile acauisition

of the Arabic Manuscripts and development of tha entipe

collection in these three years proved difficult to trace
from the available records, It was however indicauedrthat

the money for that purpose was derived from the g20,0b0.00

aliocated for the three sections mentioned,

As from 1980 onwards, The S.S.H.3. hnas not been [receiving
its annual allocation directly from the 3State govern#ent -
but from the State's Ministry of Information Youth, iports
and Culture, The $.5.4.B. was finally mergsd with this

Ministry later in 198k, 3ince 1980 to date, tiicre has been

a continuous decline in the amount of money nllocnted for
the acouisitiorn of new manuscrints -'nd mainten-nce oﬁ the
acquired ones, Consequently, acquisiticn of tie 2 tgrinls
has been temporarilly su5pepded. l

51,2 Crgarization (Cataloruiing snd Classificsticrn)

The Manuscripts acquired by the J.3.H.0. undersd certain

precesses, They nave to b2 sorted out, classified, listed

and boxed or wrapred, In classification, attempt isLalways

made to ldentiiy each.manuscrint by the followin; four

@ .in dist inct divisions: f

|




For

aljsmata ala-aham al=3hafatu™ is classified as Ifollow

(a) Group
{p) Classes
(¢) Box

(d) Piece

instance, a work of Shaykh bn, Fodio entitlad "IN

and
the

321

for

Tre

Group: ARABIC MANUSCRIFT
Class: 1
Box: 95

Pieces: 321 = 123.

S:

96

nbih

4 card (slip) containing the adove informasion 1s made -

Ly

this is fastened on the box. According =0 the above,

box contains three different works (Fieces) numbered

- 3234

Inside the box, another card (Slip) is 31590 prepared

3 “ila (envelop).

each manuscript, This is fastened on its

card is designed so as tc contain the ¢

Unit Department SRARIC MoIUSIREFT -

File NO =mme==me—=-e—s-=co==m=2oos ————

3ubject T.NBIH sLJ -MA'a tLA-HAM
ALOHAFAYA

——-—-————-—...—.--.-—--n——c—-.-.—-

Cpening Date

Closing Date ——-m=-o==mmo-o==so==oo7o0n
. 323
ACCQ L O. ----------------- ':' ----------
/20 !
Date —----——----—---{-L{ -------- o ———
Ao 1/95{}2}: ____________

sllowing detzils:
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So according to the reference number (aM3S 1/95/323) given
@n the - card, the work 'Tanbih al-jama'a ....!' it
identified and categorised as an Arabic Manuscri;t; ib iz
allocated number 1; it is kept in the box number 95 which
contains three different works {Fieces) that are numbered
321, 322 and 323. And the work above has numoer 323 assigned
to 1t, ' i

|

After the completion of all the above processes,'the

manuscript is then listed, This 1ist serves as the main
catalogue of the entire manuscripts nrocessesed and héld by
the S.S.H.Be For each work therefore, the following
informztion is recr ded:
(i) Subject/Title
(ii) Author

(iii) Box number

(iv) Fiece number

(v) Remarks (e,g Originnl/photocopy, incomplete copy,
year compiled etc), | '
The above informaticon is recorded in columns drzwn in: the
book catalogie, Card Catalogue for the manuscrint collecticn

is5 not available, | l

Yele3d Arransement, estor-tion Yreservation sand Mainter ince:

1
ety

The mznuscript coliesction in the 5,3.1.3; though ¢ .rt
of tne library, is at present housed separately in th
archives " section, The monuserists are <ept in Toxes ond

e L boxes 1T

some are in a leather satchel callad 'GaZaxn!
serially arranged on metal shelves wnil2 tha 'Gaf:koki'[?ﬁﬁﬁﬁ)

are hanged on the wall,

i
|
|
|
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The archive is air-conditioned and insecticides are
applied from time to time, It is also swept daily by th
library and archive atteidants, the documents are as wel

|

regularly cleaned from dust, |

!

In order to ensure that the manuscripts withstand the
ravages offﬁeiU&ﬂRa)time and repeated use, the following
necessary_lteps have been taken by the S,8.H.B: It has
established a repair and binding section, It has provided
a machine Xaminator for Strenthening and laminating Neakl
documents, There is a microfilming méchine meant to cut
the documents into microfilm form. A microfilm render is
also provided, Also available is a special readin- rl-ss,
This is used to improve the visibility and readability o

the documents,

Cne genefal problem facing the 5.5.H.B. regrrding
preservation and maintenance of the Arabic Manuscript
Collection is inadequzcy of space to accomcdate the materials,
Many Manuscripts are presently left on the floor. This no

doubt exposes them to 211 sorts of hazards leading to destruction.

Btk Utilization and Reader's Services:

The Sokoto Caliphate Manuscripts Collection in the
S.5.H.B. is meant to cater for the needs of Nizorian an
Fﬁreign Scholars and researchers, The collection 1s utilized

mostly by Historians, Arabic/Islamic Scholars, iducationists and

researchers in variocus related disciplines,

A researcher wishing to make use of the collection is

requested, on his first visit, to bring a letter of

] . - BRI . e .. | "
e P o ! . ’ : | - : '
: ' P TR e
. i E
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introduction from an appropriate authority, TIhe collection
is open for use from 8,00 a,m - 3,30 p.m on Monday to
Thursday and from 8,00 a.,m - 1,00 p.m on Ftidays. The
collection is put on closed accesskence borrowing of any
manuscript out of the library is strictly prchibited,

However @ photOCOpgﬁservice at a subsidised rate i3 provided

by the Bureau to researchers whe Wish to rhotocopy any

document, ' | |
' |

In view of the fact that the manuscripts 're written

in languages {Arabic, Hausa and Fulfulde) not undurstood

by many researchers, the 3,3,H.B. has embarkad on 2 gigsntic

task of translating ena publishing some import.nt arabic

Iworks whichresearchers often make use otf, Ixho translation

is however very Slow as cnly one Arabistis assi-ned this

Jjob., The work was st-rted since 1979 but 50 Zor only bix

works have been transl:zted, They are as follows: ,

1, Tanbihal Ikhwan fi amr al-Sudan by Umar [tn Muhammad
Bukhari (Translzted from .rabic - English},

2. Nurtl-al-babi by Shaykh Uthman bn. Fodic (Arabic =
dausa) | o J

3., Sardul-Kalam by Muhammadu Bello (Arabic - Hausa

’ Hukou Juhadu Balad Hausa by Shaykh Uth=aan bn. Fodio
(Arabic = Hausa) ! l

5. Sirad Ikhwan by 3haykh Uthman bn, Fodio (Ardbic;- Hausa)

Usul al-Siyasat by Muhammadu Bello (Arabl:s - Hausa),

In addition to the above, two works are wiler translation

vresently. AS for trngse numerous works ya® to b cransl: ted

.
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and published, a verbal translation can be obtained by a

researcher who wants to use them,

With regards to publicity of the collection, the S.5,.,H.B.
organizes exhibitions occasionally, This is aimed at enlight-
ing the public especially researchers and local i .llams about
the existence of the arabic Mznuscripts in the durcau. This
has gone a long way in attracting more and more usors - as
well as enhancing understanding and cooperation hctween the
Bureau 2nd the local priwvate collectors, One ~7 = most
important exhibition ever organized by the Rureau was
in March, 1983, Durine this exhibiticn, various local

Mallams from each hook 2nd corner of Gokoto Stato were

invited, | |
|

Furthermore, in its efforfs to satisfactorilly serve

the needs of researchers, the 5,5,H,3. has established a
good cooperative relotionship with the Nationnl Archives
Kaduna; Waziri Junaidu's Librzry -ond a nost of N
prominent private collectors 1like Alhaji 3Zoyi, ﬁmlla@ Shehu
Na Liman, Walin Gwandu, Alhaji ilallam Ibrahim o menﬁion
but oniy few, {
According to the record of the 3.3.H.B.; the lational
arcnives Kaduna has about Seventy important docunic:its
relating to tne Sokoto Calirn-te tast =re not -v:iluBle in

tne Bureau, The 3Burzzu interds fo obtain a photocony oi

all these items very soon, f

ice

%]

Finally, for smooth orveration :ni effective serv ’

1ad

(B8
-y
LX)

the $.S8.H.2, has employed the services of tae Jollowing St
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Senior Arabic document translator, higher Arabic document
collector, Assistant Chief irchivist, Library or‘icer,
Assistant library officer, Archives Assistant, t.o Tibr-ry
assistants and two Archives attendants,

The most serious problem facing the 3.3.H.3. with reguards
to reader's services is the acute shortage of sp ce, There
is presently only one room which is being used by researchers,
readers and some of the Bureau's staff, The rocm is not only
too small but also inconvenient for any serious rssearch
work or comfortable reading, This Boom can comfortably
accomodate about ten people only at a time. This is indeed

a mztter of egreat concern,

5.2 The Private Library of Wazirin Sokoto, Alh:3i (Dr,)
Junaidu b, Pruhammad al-Bukhari:

5.2.1 Acguisition:

“hat ever may be the period in which the Waciri's

collection started, it is Ceftdﬁjj suring the

reign of the present Waziri, Alhaji Junaidu tihnt n enormous

peen

contritution hwy\made regarding acquisition of t:» Cokoto

Caliphazte Manuscripts, For example, it was as » result of
the Waziri's initiative »nd advice that the Sult'n of Sokotoy
Alhaji Abubakar III enacted a2 piece of lexisl tion in 1867,
The law stipulited th~t 2ll ‘ravic manuscripts shiould te

deposited te the rouse of uaziri,

Although the Law was not fully complied wizth, yet a

larze number of mznuscript literature and evan non literary

items were gathered from rrivate hands, fhes;imx.?
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remain in the Wazirits library, A ‘useun .5 alo
established by the Waziri in order to vreserve e non
literary objects collected, It was this Museum that formed
the nuclezus of the present Soxnhto state Dep o uv:2ant of -
antiquities, =~ in 197€,the Sokoto State dovernment

took over the Museum from the VWaziri,

It is unfortunate that the piece of legisl tion was

Monethelesss
short-lived. 4 Waziri Junaid continued %o rersonally

purchase more and more materisls from private h.nds, He

used to send people to villages and towns tn 20%y, Torrow,
buy or receive as donztions, moruscrints from Tho priv%te
owners, Some of the owners e.-+<n up till now Sring <Their

maruscripts for szle or donsztion to Waziri,
|

Although tke Wazirits library is a2 privato one, a sSix
one tome

member spascial working Committee was gt ( formeod by tie

Naziri, The Committee composed of distinguished JScilol:rs

with grcﬁtintefest in the collection and rresarvaiizn of

our cultural heritase, These emnirnent verson-litics i#cluded

the Waziri Junaidu kiw@c&’ G%  Chairman ol the Com:itéee; Ofey memper
Mallam Yahya Nawawt, lkalin L-rdi; Mallam Uzore Nagwamatse

(the first person said to krve enjoyed tha wastorn Zducaticn

in Sokoto); ibubsker .nKaj i'allam Gaprkuwa ad nllcm Babi,

¥Meetings concerning acquisition of thie matoerisls|and

devalopment of both tne library and tuseum Crll-ctions were

neld regularly, Unfortunstely, with the aandin; over of

the Museum to the 3t-te Government in 197F, -h~ Cozmiitee

Ce'-.sed. to ex_iSt. . | J
_ |
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With regards to funds, the library of Waziri has never
had any special budget of its own, However, before 1975
when the Museum was under Waziri's house, voluntary donations
were received from the visitors to the Museum, The money
collected was then utilized for the purchase of some manuscgipts
and other histopical objects for the 1ibrary and Museum

respectively, 7 ’

5242 Orgznization {Cataloguing and Classificntion)i

Unlike most Nigerian private libraries, the Waziri's
library organizes its collection by way of classification
and listing, It is worth-while to mention that 1%t is the
3.3,H.B., that is now resconsible for the organization =nd
general maintenance of the collection, It is,thnreforgeﬁt

suprising to find that the method of cataloguing and

classification in the Waziri's library is the same with

that Of the S.S.H.Bo |

The way materials nre orzanized in the S.3.,H.3. hes
teen dealt with already., In orderto avoid unnecessary
repetition the method of organization as obtained in the

Waziri's librery is deliberately not treated,
i
Sele3 Arrancement, Restor-tion, Fresarvatisn -nd
Malntan-nces |

The Waziri Junaidu's collection i3 Xept in two Separzte
rooms, The actu=l .rabic Manuscript works and otner highly

important documents are rreserved In one room, Jh;lﬁ the

other miterials like tne publishned works oI the .ouwdto
Ulama, some books written by tine dazirl, Islamic Gogxs nd
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other documents of lesser importance are kept in the;

Research room, Tge Research room is nir-condilioned.but

r‘f,tlyft

i )o
the room housing the More ALF materials is not,

|
The materials in this library are shelved on eilher
metal or wooden shelves, In addition, some mnnuscri@t
materials are arranged inside cupboard (nd o-hers are simply
arranged on Tables, There are also some that ire xept inside
metal boxes, Before shelving or boxing, the minuccripts ure

first put in files (envelopes) or in speci:l covors,.
howavar s

Few are, carefully bagged in Gafkoki and harged on &tag wall,

The system of arrangement in the wazivi'as Ziitrary
varies, Those materials already classified ira serially
arranged on the shelves, Other m=feriasls are nrrang%d
according to subjects like Tesrixkh, Fign, Tafsir etce%era.
The numerous correspondences rre filed and kept uccofding

to their places of origin such as Gwandu, Kino, Katsina, «ud
‘ ( '
Zaria» i
|

|
Generally, the collection is well maintalired,

Lnere

is a litrary attendant employed by the S5,5.7H.8B. to ensure
daily cleanliness of the library and the collectinn, The
library applies insecticides so as to prevent thie collecticn

P s
apgainst the attack of destructive ins=cts, As ol tke mubilafed

m~terials, cellotsre is used %o eftect reop-irs, ZFut

those serjously damaged are recopied, Jome imyort nt letters

are framed in glasses, ' .}
|

|
The Wazirit's library hos 1 serisug proble o o

and proger »7¢ce to house tre colleetion, There 15

| |
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problem of convenient study room for researctas, The présent

room which is being used by researchers can comfiortably

W

accomodate a maximum of only five people at a time, More

over, only one table and not more than five chairs are
L T

provided in the room. - -

Further-more, the Research room has crack on its wail.
Thiscgggggbtédly exposes the collection to the danger of destﬂjctioﬁ
The/ provide good shelter to some destructive insects, Also
becaﬁse of lack of necessary storagze facilities, a pgood
portion of certain valuable documents have been badly damaged,
For example, there are some copies of what the owner described
as "the Kano version of Sehih Bukhari® which were in ten
volumes; but only four volumes remain at present, The rest
were, at one time, destroyed by rains, Some mzterials also
have half of their portions eaten away presumadly by termites
rats, or Cockroaches, Such serious and alarming dastruction
to these valuable treasures calls for more adedjute @are and

maintenance, '

Celel4 Utilizotion and Reader's Services:

The private collection of Waziri Junaidu na3 wachieyed
not only national but also internzticnal import ren becéuse
it is patronized by scholars and researcners I{rom Niger;a
and others from elsewnere, For Jecurity reasons, only_
members of the Waziri's family can freely have access to
the Arabic Manuscript Collection, However few trusted
individuals not necessarily belonging to the Jalirils family
can alsc enjoy the szme privilege, All other researchérs o

and scholars can use the materizls but only cn special request,
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The library collection is open for uSe for twelve Lours
(8,00 a,m - 8,00 p.m) daily., Materials rejuested rre brought
by the library attendant from the manuscript coldection room
to the Research room, The library attendant is very well
familiar with the collection and classification system.' Hence
there is no retrieval delay, The library used to lend |
materials to researchers but this practice nis been storped
due to the fact that many borrowed items got lost, ﬂt

fhe
presenggﬂaziri allows a researcher only to pvhotocopy the

documents, : |

In the area of cooreration, -uite a good unber o
libraries, archival instituticns and research cen%res
cooperate with the Waziri's librzry, For example the 3,S.H.B,
is not only having a strong cooteration with This 1library
but has also taken over full responsibility o or;anizing
znd maintaining the collection., The centre for franshéran
Studies, University of Maiduguri has, Just of recent, started
obtaining large number of photocopies of manuscrints from

the Waziri's library through a coorerative greemneont,

|
Similarly, the other places that greatly beuclitted

from the Wazirit's collection include the Nl.R.5; L.85.U.
Zaria, Ibadan University library, N.i.K. To mantion but
only three, Through contact with the “aziri's " ior:ryy

these rlaces had obtzined rhotocorizs of rum2rous :locumpents,

They algo : refer their resercrters to the

licrary A usce many otrer releviant m:terials,
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h1 gddition, | forelgn researchers and Institutions
especially those from the neighbouring countries ire also
served by the Waziri's library through mutual cooreration.
For those foreign researchers who can not visit tie liorary
they even send questionnaires to Waziri Seekingﬂﬁ;me vital

information. Most of the information needed den rnds a'

serious consultation of the collection, All tnese people

are satisfacteorilly served, }

5.3 MNorthern History Research Scheme, A,B,U; Znria,

5.3.7 Acquisition: |

The scheme came into being in 1964, From 1565 to.date,
it has been ) " engeged in the acquisition of thg
indigenous manuscript literature oz historical imp ortance.

For instance in 1965 Frofessor Murry Last, the th2n Resesrch
fellow, had microfilmed a2 great deal of such muterials from
the private collection of the Wazirin Sokoto, Dr. Junaidu,
the Snahuci School, Kano and some public and semi-~public
collections in the then Sokoto prqvince.ﬁ

The tremendaus contributions of the followinz indlividuals

towards the enrichment of the N H.R.5 with nrabic nfnuscrlots

should also te mentioned, Frofessor ibdullahi 3Smitn, a one

}--a

time Zirector and Dr. I.U.A, Musa, officer in ci rie q
sCheme, In 1953 and 10/7 prespectively, these peonle 7arried
cut nn extensive f1=1d worlt in Bornn area wn2re many
invaluably ~rabic Manuscri:ts were c¢ollected, 9uow$n the
r2covery ffort was d’rocted to 3orno, an area o u°71¥

endosed with :he ravic Vanuseript materials, tie “QS$L Lility

I
|
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of collecting some materials originating from

Caliphate can not he in doubt.
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+11a Sokoto

A. M, Kani who is nresently a Senior Rese rch Tellow

in the N.H.R.S; in collaboration with Mallam Kiyari

Tijanl,

formerly of the Department of Research and Consultrncy,

Institute of administration, a.B.U. Zaria undertook
three trips. These trips, togetner with the four T
single-handedly carried out by Kani,

of abouv

about

at were
1ed to the collectinn

L0, Arabic Manuscrizts in the then NMorth Zastarn

state of Nigeria. Also in 1980 Kani undertook & visit to

some foreign countries, Many similar materials we

collected particul-rily ifrom viger Republice
- The irabic n=terials gathered by
Research Fellows in the N.H.R.3. from areas such 28

Bauchi, Gongola, Ilorin and Niamey are also pres

Fhp

ik

Bormo,

ervad herc,

More over, the {padan collection of lLrasic Manuscrints

which has been trsnsfered to the scneme 13 found in

centre, The scheme alzo houses 1263 manuscrind

from the Jos Museum. These are on microfilm foHIT.

further more, tne centre is stil

acquire muny otner penuscrizts tn=2t remain with

hands. !

The PI.H.L -S. :+

photocoryinZ and
purchase of thas n2

torinls h=as teen derived from he
: !
allocated to tne History Cersriminte i
|
|
|

microfilmirg, The money used for *

the

orought

1 intensifying alforts to

oriv~te

acayuires 18 maruscripgts moztll’” throush
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5.3.2 Organization (Cataloguing and Classificition): .

—

The Arabic Manuscripts held by the N.H.R.3. 2re properly

organized, The holdings which are both in microfilm onfl

printe have been catalogued in the five Interim ile; 1)
far published by the scheme, The IEjnd Interin ilenort in
q st Of

particular, containsnboth microfilm copies and otler manuscripts

in prints that were collected by various{researcgérs and from
Aterim

other related centres, : the FburthﬁReDo:L anludés

AJM, Yani,

mzterials mainly.recovered during the field work of
in additionﬂ:consists of manuscrints in prints collected

by individual researchers and kept in the Hi .tory Departrent.

The scheme has also succeeded in publishing one biiingual

index containing most of its holdings up to 1977,

More importantly, the N.H.R.S. produces a c2rd catalogue

for the manuscripts, The catalogue entries are alphabetically

arranged. The author is foliowed by the title of work and
the number of pages, Then the location mark: Zhowing the

Jacket followed by the particular envelope withi,the jacket

or the volume reference followed by its number ni thy rmmber

the particular entry in it, This is tnen follow2d by tne

place from which the monuscrivt was microfilmed, Fer

coherency of the zbove descriptions, sample entrics of some

manuscript works are snown below,

1. UTHN:N b, MUMAMM.D b, FUDI |
tur 21l-t:1bab |
219, |
F.1Lo/1 !

Soknto
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This means that the above manuscript is i lwenty one

pages and is to be found in Jacket number 140, cover number

1 (Fhotostat) and it was photocopied from Sokoto.

N b, JUDI.

2 ABD ALL:#H b, MUH..MM-D b, UTHM.N

Diya 21-Hukkam
FF, 1551 - 1626

J.i. 3/6L

n work is from pases 1551 to

This means tnasz

t the atove
1626 and is in Jos luseum Collection,volume number 3 entry

page 6L,
However if the work was initially »n =2icrot'ilm which

whorm

has been processed and filed in Jackets,
number of the ricrofilm is/after the rew Jacka!':s number,

Thus:

Diya 'Ulua al-Din

82p.
Date: 1228 A H.

P. 156/1 Mic. A7

This means thot tns said m-rusecrint worg 15 in
1s and in the microlilxs it

number 156, envelore nunmter 1
IWWhere

LA
ar b J b |

indicated after

o2 preduction

carries number 69, tna date
available or deducesbla,

of the work lis it i3
tne Pagination as seen in the ncove 2ntry,
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If there is a duplication of work, the numbor of copies

availlable is indicated between brackets at the bobtom of the

entry. Thus: |

3, MUHAMMAD BELLC b, UTHMAN

Wathiqga ila Jama'at al-Muslimin

6p. i

P, 82/1

|
|
(2 Copies). |

In some cases, the type of the script is 2'30 shown,

Thuts: ' |

by  ASMa 'BIWT YUTHM.N b, FUDI |

Muditu Jumam (Qasida in Fultulde)
9p.

- Date: 1256 ALH.
P, 160/2 1Mic, 32 ‘

Those works whose authors are unknown are catalogued and
filed separately under ".inonymous works," The filing here

is alphabetically according to individual title, Example:

6, Bismi al-llahi al-wadudi Dhi al-3uda’
(2asida) - |
11?0 “‘ .'.

F, t6h/L - ‘
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Aso:

Te Fatida
13p.
Fe 182/13 I

The letterg: are entred against their different locsticns

and are alphabetically arranged under their addrescee., Thus:

Bauchi. f '

MUHAMMAD B. MUHAMMAD BELLO__
Risala ila (2. Tafews Balewa)j

Fuhammad Bello |

Date: Rabital-ikhira 1334 A H.
F. 172/15 !

1F,

Gombe r

(a. al=Jaysh) ¥ABD 2l-iDIR
be MUH MDD KOYRANG:

Risala ila (a&. al-Masalih W.)
Fuhammad 2l-Bukhari

Tpe

P, 171/6
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Soksto

(A. al-Muminin) ABUBAKAR
* ATy UTHMAN b, FUDI |

Risala ila Jama'at Gwandu

8p.
P, 160/7 Mic, 32

5,3.3 Arrancement, nestoration, Preservation ang
Maintenance:

The manuscript materials are kept in a very small room

ingide the library of the N.H.R.3. Both the 1ioraly and

the room are well air-conditioned. The manuscrints are

un tound, But they 2re put in file? (Znvelopes) und the

1

files zre kept in special Jackets and tied. |

The manuscripts are arranged in a small gl:ss cupbcrrd drcf

because of the inadequacy 0ZI SP2CE in the cupbo Td, Sore

are simply arrangzed on top of the cuptonrd. The microiilm

copies are Securely rreserved in 2 Steel Cabirn€l, All

the materials are arranged seriallye. |

With regards to mainten-rce, the reod is owept dally

settles on the mrterials (especl:ljy
d znd

and any dust that
of “he cupboard} is wemey

i

those that are kept o0 too

tne documents cleezned. s the room housing tne . ugerirts

is alreconditioned apd tne materinls securely Kapt iA

caupbourd ~rd cabinet, tne MLHLR.o . does nat a1y Ry

tnsecticides. .




I |

- for this service.

The Arabic Manuscripts in the N,H.R.S5. are generall

S.3.hL Utilization and Readert!s 3ervices:

meant to cater for the research needs of the postgraduate
students, lecturers and other researchers of the History
Department, However,other researchers from elsewhere may

also be permitted to make use of the resources,
The manuscripts are consulted only during the

Library opening hours viz: 8,00 a,m = 3.30 p.m on ionday

- Fridays. Since the manuscripts are separately kKept from

the other library mzterials, a special }equest nas to be

made by a researcher before using any of the itens.

As for lending, one of the rules guiding tha use of
the library's mazterials categorically states th-L no
document in what ever form (printed matter, manuuscriot,

photo or Xerox cory, Tape-recordi-nz ete) may bec removed

from the room without prior permission of the Director
N.H.R.S. Although soms materisls may be borrowed if the

Director pefmits, these do not include the manuscript items,

Photocopying service is provided to these researchers who need

copies of scme documents, Researcheryare cxpected to pay

In the field of cooperation, the N,H.R.5. does not

formally establish any cooperative agreement with the other ..

-Manuscripts
Arabicﬁrepositories. It however informally refars 1its
places -
researchers to the following /for the use of ot.uor manuscripts
AThere are: -

rot available in tie Scheme, /Wazirits library, B-yero

University Kano, Ibadan University, 3.3.H.3. and ll.a.ia
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Finally, the N.,H.R.S. has the undermentioned personnel
to enable it carry out its activities and operations, A
Director, one senior research fellow, a graduate assistant
technician, secretarial staff (typist) and twe library

assistants,

5.4 Research Data Centre, Bavero University Library.

S5.4.17 Acquisition:

Acquisition of the Arabic manuscrints at the Bayero
University, Kano was started in 1974 by the the Graduate Reading
Room and Centre for Islamic Documentation, Later on these
two units were merged together under the new nzame, Researc: Data
Centre (R.D.C.). The Centre is now a nzrt ol the University

Library,

The people who were mainly responsible tcr the developrment
of the manuscript collection cf the R.D.,C, incluce, among others,
late M,A. al-Haij, Murray Last and John [, Lavers all from the
University's History Department. Professor H.5., Zahradeen also
collected some manuscripts especially on works of Atdullani
and those of the Shaykh bn Fodio and Muhammadu Fello durine
the coupse of his Fh.D field work research. Nr. El-tayeéb A,
Mohammed, the one time Librarian in charrfe of th= R.,D.C single
handedly catalogued and classified the manuscrict materials,

The R.D.C. acguired its manuscriots tiaroucsh the following
methods:

(i) From the ressarch centres and research units in Nigeria

ard elsewhere through microfilmin: «nd rhoto=-copying.
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i

(11) Through Students and researchers in the University
bringing borrowed manuscript(s) for photostating or
Microfilming on condition that the Research Data
Centre must also keep .a copy.

(1i1) Through the University's Staff who collected some
.~ manuscripts for their research work; on completioﬁ
they are mandated to deposit them at _the University

Library,

(iv) Through personal contacts with 'Ulama' in Jokoto 2nd

Kano in particular and other towns znd vill-res
through out Nigeria, Manuscripts from these tUlamast
were acquired either throuzh donation, parchrse or
photocopy,. c - : _ _ 1
To facilifate.acquiéition, the R,D.C. is eguiped with
some necessary facilities such as dark room, phovograghic
equirment like microfilm machine and potable photostating
machine, It also has a potable generator to enable

*
] @ »

photocopxﬁma uscripts in PdC25  where electricity is not

available, The R.D.C. is also provided with a long wheel
based land-Rover to facilitate mznuscript collaction tours
|

to villages and other places with voor roads,

The Money for acquisition and development of the 3Sokoto
Caliphate Materizls comes from the University Libr-ry's
fund, The =zactual amount spent so far is not exnctly known
as there is no special financial allocation |

for the c¢ollection,




117

Selie2 Organization (Cataleguing and Classification):

The Arabic Manuscripts in the A.D.C, are catalogued
and classified, The cotalogue is produced both in card and
bock forms,., The materials are catalogued according to their
physical characteristics - viz: Bound volumes, unbound

volumes and letters,

(i) The Bound Volumes:

An entry 1is prepered for each manuscript work in a
bound volume, For instance, the first bound voluie oI tha
works of Shaykh Uthman b, Fodio containing a tot il n¢ 306

pages consists of Seven different manuscrint wor.s, Jne of

the works is titled 'sl-Farg baina walivat....'. oo =his
work has a particul-sr entry of its own giving - following

information:

Ms./Document Mo, 219  Date of acquisition 8/5/7%

(o]

Author Uthmen b, Muhammsd o, rodi

Title al=Fnr~ baina waliy:t znl -3l1-i3l-m wa

baina «aliyat arl al-Kufr,

Mo, of Pages 13 3ize of Fage 32 x 10 on
Date of autnorship AJH., _MIL  ~.0. -
Copyist -

Date of Cony = s

Loaned for rhotocopying by l=iaji Boyi of tiiden

Ub~rdoms, Sokoto,

vonated by - oL

Furchassd froun - of

Collected by 1.5, <tnrudezen of "Tigil-ni 7 -~
Colle 2, aro .

Notes - —

LY L1 H 14
}-on. —\L":'{ ':'.L‘.L
wd o2
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Similarly, the pest of the other S5ix work:s contained

in the volume have their own different entries,

(ii)} The Uhbound Volumes (Manuscripts):

Kept in various files, the manuscripts a2r¢ classified
alphabetically in the files, &nd the files are serially
numbered., For example, a file numbered '™S .. 100' Contains
Six different manuscripts (works), with an entry (or each
manuscript giving specific details regarding tio: (2) title

of the manuscript, (b) author and (c) reference (Lile)

number, Fop example, one of these Six works [z tifled
'isapid 3l-fagir,' It therefore has the followi:; informntion
entred:

Title: Asanid »~l-fagir
Author: Al=3haikh Usman b. Fodio

File: 100/'U!

The 'U!' sign in the locstion mark or tha hove work

indicates the author's (Usman b. Fodio) initinl, So 'A?!
and *M* signs stand for .bdullahi b, Fodio ~nd uhammad
Bello respectively.
(iii) The letters:

Each letter has an entry that zives trne folluving
details:
(a) The Serder's name
(b) The receiver's nzme (ie t-= cerson to whom Li= laster

was sent).
(c) File or Volume number

(d) Number of the letter,
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It should be noted that the information conriained in
the card catalogue is the same thing that is recorded in the

book catalogue,

S.4.3 Arrsngement, Restoration, Freservation ~nd
Maintenance:

.

The room housing the Sokoto Caliphate materials in the
R.D.C. is air-conditioned, The collection is kept together
with the other research materi-ls in the centre, Dut the

materials are arranged separately on different snhelves,

For proper s=afe-keeping, some of the works nhave been
microfilmed and tre rhotocopies hzave been bound into volumes.
The bound volumés (with each vnlume containing several works)
number about for¥y. These are particulasrly the orks pf
Shaykh bn, Fodio, sbdullzhi and Muhammadu Bello which were
collected by Dr, i11.3. Zahradeen, ilso, eagh work in original
form is filed and boxed. In =ach box there sre ;ctweén |
5 -« 12 works, There are altoretner -bout 200 boles containing

the manuscripts., The wnole maferizls are serially ~rrinr-ed

on plastic shelves,

The entire collecticon is renerally takaen :cod o

by daily sweepinz, regulnr applicztion of insecli

Damaged meznuscrizts -~re taken to the library's Tindery for

immediate repairs, :iowever, tuere is 4 shortig2 of spsce

in tne R.,D.C. althougn ell the mrnuserirts =ava presently

been shelved, there will te 1littlz space to :ccomodate the

in-coning manuscrirts in the ver



Seielt Utilization and Reader'!s Jervices:

The Sckoto Calirhe=te Collection in the Bayrro University
Library!'s R.D.C. is meant for th2 use of pradu. le students
and all bonafide resezarch vworkers for researcn .ud reference
purposes, Similarly undergraduites on specific nrojects
can obtain permission from the librarian to use the collection,
The Saﬁe%hing also applies to ather resasrcrers Ivom outside
the University,

The whole materizls are put on c¢loged access, 30, for
any reader to bz allowed to meake use of fnam, no nust first
cf 211 entre his/her nsme and address in the visisoot's book.
There 1s a card-index kept in th2 room of the o]
crarge, The user consults this index znd then Ivea tpe
cfficer the reference number of the box he wants, ;ubéecuently

the material is retrieved from the shelf for him.

The collection is oren for use daily throa = oﬁt Lhe
libr-ry hours, 9,00 z2.m - 10,20 p,m. -~ user 1., unierfnormel
circumstzaces, permitted to use a particular = Zorial for
a maximum of only five hours. Hore.ovar, no manuséript
i3z loaned out for use outside the library., Inutand, o
rhotoeopying mzchire is enstalled to enable uscers notpstat

sny document 2%t 2 re~sschable chnrze,

- "

“ith re2gurds to manuscripts tnat are not avallisble but

€3

reeded by the librory patrons, these can b2 bBorrowsd or
i

thotocopied from =ny licrsry, rosearcn cenfrs o tlamh

-

living in Kano or Cokoto that haMithe materials,

'
* |

! |

i

i i
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The staff empioyed by ¥ e Bayero University Library
so as to serve the needs of the researchers conslsts of the
followings: One full-time research fellow, a tochnieal
officer in charge of the photorraphic equipment, and a

clerical staff which includes hoth Znglish and ...obic typists,

One of the duties of the research fellow i o advice
and assist users especially regarding the trins) :tion of the
Arzbic Manuscripts. In this connexion, there i: also
plan to establish a translation section ia tne nolrp fuiure.

The section is to be charged solely with the re:;-onsih

iish, H{ousa nd

iy

of translating Arabic Manuscripts into En

Sulfulde, !

5,5 Mational Archives, Ksdunn:

Bebel Acnuisition:

The N.A.K. came into existence in 1934, While acipuisition
of the Sokoto Calirthate [lanuscript Literature was started
Six years later (1550). The Manuscripts wera ocjuire
through four ways viz: Gift, Purchnsa2, FhoZogrseh or

Fhotocopy. These materials were collected frem varisus

Mallams by the officials of fthe N.,A.K, In rany instances,

the officials got the moterials free, Althowin, o3 pointed

out, the mallams surrendered only thosge rmateri~ls whigh

they did not w=nt; ~rnd thus wrich are of ZJecond vy uallity.

Initially, the N.,A,XK, did no% sngw much dischimimation

in the acquisition of thz .ratic Manuscripts but as tie
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archives was able;to acquire many of these materisls, it
now tends to be selective Gng concentrates more
on quality than anntity. : ,

The NJ,AJK. has an annual budget of its own Pﬁiu( by

the Pederal Government through the Nntionali

Archives headquarters in Lages. In the years 1933, 195&
and 1985, a sum of £296,350,00, 352,781,230 and ..322,756,00
was respectively allocated to the Archive o However, neo

special budget tUUSLﬁég:.the acquisition =ni mninten-nce
of the Arabic manuscript collection from thot money, foneteless,
the firchive he@ set a side unstated amount Tor tiiz develormant

of its entire documents to whicn the ., rabic¢ manuscrirts form

a part.

5.5,2 Organization {Cotalozuingz and Classific.tion):

The Arabic Maruscripts preserved in the H..i.X. are
organized according to archival system, £ach manuscript
together with its classification nuncer 1isted in a
took catalbgue. According to tne Classificntion Systﬁm
adonted, all manuscrivts acquired from a particul.r province
constitute a "record zroup" z2nd systematically = ;Toup
symbol i3 assigned, For example the whol2 mnuceriopt materiels
collected say in Sckoto form a "record ugroup" ani a gloup '

symbol "Sck PFref," is ziven to it, .

Due to the frct thnt the rabilc manuscrints wa2re:
acquired from the then thirt2en provinees nnd Krdina Canftal

Jerritory, assignment of Y"group svmbols" is5 tnereiore rorne
fhe s . .
an tne tacls ogxprovi:ces. In addition So tae T -roud;
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symbol", reference number is also assigned to ench provinée.

The table below shows the symbols assigned to the provinces:

*

NO. FROVINCE GROUF SYMBOL Rz¥F,. NO. ITiM NO,
14| Adamawa Adamqﬁ?rof G/AR ?
2.} Bauchi Bau Prof E/AR
3.1 Benue | Ben Prof | K/AR
Ye] Borno : E Born Prof B/AR
5.] Ilorin | Ilor Frof J/AR
.| Kabba . Kab Prof N/AR
7«] Kaduna Cap.

Territory Kad Captory -
8.] Kano Kan Prof C/AR
9.1 Katsina Kat Frof H/AR

10,1 Niger Miger Prof M/AR

11.] Plateau Plat Prof L/AR

12, Sardauna- Sard Prof 0/AR

13.] Sokoto | Sok Frof A/AR

14,} Zaria | Zar Prof D/AR

'*Item number is the z2ctual location mafk assigned to
a particular manuscript,

For proper understanding of the cataloguing .l classi-
fication System in operation at the N.A.K. some specific
- entries are given below, -
%, 0o/aR 16/l

© UTHMAN, b. Fudi
" Nural-Albab
~ Comp, 1334/1825

'fT?T*TiTT:ﬁﬁﬁ’fﬁf:f-f 2sp.m_hMmﬁjm:iﬁfﬁ%::r%”f;-;ﬁti;.uﬁhﬂ; L5$W”
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The above entry means that the work wes collacted frem
Sardauna Frovince (0O/3iR) and it is to be locited in box
number 16, envelope number U,

Also:
2. H/AR 1/12
MUH #T9.:DU, Bello b, Uthman b, iudi
Ujalat al-ra Kibi fi-Tibb alss.wabi
Comp, 1310/1892
21p.

and:
3« J/AR 1/8
ABDULL:HI, b, Fudi
Diya'u al-Siyasat-
Comp, 1312/189l
52p.
Those two works were collected from Katsina Province (.is.it)
and Ilorin province (J/AR) resvectively,
be 0/4R 2/25
ASMA'U, Bint Uthman b, Fudi
Mu pgode Sarki Jallah
Comp., 1328/1910
Ps T

-

The above wcrk w3 comrosed in Hausa and 1t was
collected from Sardauna rrovince (0/AR), This is a gocd
examrle of the works whose date of production ix notT krown,

nence the guestion m-rk(?) sisn,
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5.3 Arrangement, Restoration, FreserVatidn ond
Maintenznce:

The Manuscript Collection in the N.4.K. 15 kept in =2n
air-conditioned room together with ° many other archival
collections., The Arabic manuscripts are however shelved
separately on metal shelves, The manuscripts collected
from each mallam OT individual private collector are kept
together in either files (envelopes) or Doxes. Thimsuch
kinds of materials are grouped and alphabetically arranged

on the bases of provinces.

Non of the manuscript materials in the archiives 18
bound., For the repair of damaged materials, 2 raroir workshop

was established, The workshop is eguipped with Dindiny and

laminating gadgets.

Generally, the moterials are SO compzcted tarethor on
the shelves, : causing difficulty in removin: thom - nd
possible damage to the items, The room is also not SJ
spacious enough Gnd:?illed with many snelvas and documantsSe
This condition inhibits  easy circulation of oir in tne

room, tHus making 1t more humid - A condiition/ tmosphere fhat s

favourable for the growth of fungi and MUCUS.

S0l Utilization ora Qan~dapts Jervices:

The Sokoto Czlipn.te Collepetion in the MJ.bh.iie 15
ratronised mostly by regearchers

institutions of higsher learnin’. Jome fareidn reianrchers

snd scholars oo Migerian

also visit the archives ~rd consult ctae collection. <he

collaction is cpen for use 38 fraom 8,30 a.a = 2.3 P
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daily on Mondays.to Thursdays, On Fridays, zorvice 1is offered
from 8,30 a.m to 12,30 p.m.

On first visit, the reseracher is expecied 'o brirz an
introductory letter from appropriate authoritv, The letter
snould state clearly for what nurpcse the coli=ctinn is to
te used, If permission is granted by the Chi=2f \vchivist,
the researcher is expected to sign a registor bHook each day
he comes, The register contains the names o reeearchers
and their addresses, the date they come, time ot arrival
and that of leaving, .

Before using aﬁy 34 ﬁhe materizls, réquast Eas to he m=de
by submitting tne lists to tre staff on duty. The materials
are then brought cut from the stack room to fne reading room
for the researcher. A maximum or only o1x maruseript icems
are allowed to be used at a time, Materials cannot be|
borrowed and taken out of the Archive. As no photocopying
facilities are provided in the Archive, a res2nrcher may be
allowed to borrow certain documents to enabdle him photocopy
from somewhere else, In such case3, one o7 (e staff of the

Archive accompanies the researcher to ensure tne salfety of

the manuscripts,

1-tiorsh

The N,A.K. had established a conrerativa rel
with the S.8.5.B. ard tre Waziri's Likrarr, Under “n1F

cooreration, the archives used fo horraw or obbt:in Yiotocor
’

of certain Arabic manuscrints. Apparently, thiz arrancement

nas been Ciscontinued: instead, researchers :re reférred to

tﬁese libraries.

With regards to staff, tnhe archivsa sed ty have an
Aravic specialist who c¢catalozued and classified the Arabic

documents., He wns also responsible for rreaviding transliation
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f
. |
Services to researchers. Unfortunntel% since niz den~riure .
the archives is yét to employ another Arablic s-ecinlist
though there is a plzn for it, The =bsence of - traonslator
is really being felt by many researchers lgnoraut of Arabic
|

language. This . impedes effective utilization of

the Arabic manuscript collection in the Archive =

Further-more, the present room provided for the usa

nart from

Jad

0f researchers is very inconvenient because,
an

. . ] . -

being used by researchers, it serves as/foffics oI some of

the staff. The room 2:lso accomodates other documents that

are more frequently used by researchzars,

5.0 National Museum,Jos:

S.6,1 aczuisition:
' !

The Jos Museum wW2s founded o

acauisition of ©  Arabic menuscript mzaterials o

L
451
ot
r
ot
)
[

in 1954, Those chiefly resvonsitle for the zciuisition

were al-Hajj Muntaaa Coomasie, Dr, A, H, Bivar vwho was 2 one
time curztor of tre Museum and Jir Richmond rmlmer. The
Sokoto Caliphate rarnuscrirts were collected mainly from such

areas like Sokoto, Zaria, Kzneo, ¥atsina, 3wichi, 2nd Gombe,

Scme were also collected from Bormo toszether with the srsbic

Manuseripts Criginnting from the Xamem-dorm: Empire, The

Manuscripts collected are mostiy originals and Ih2 method
of acguisition was by rurchase, .aczuisition ol tha arabic

manpuscripts has a2lre~dy been discontinued sinc> iz departure

of Lr, A, H, Biv-ar,
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The Jos Museum authority can not say exactly how much
was spent in the acquisition of the arabic manuscripts,
According to the Director for Administration 2nd Finance of
the Museum, there is no specific amount budgeted lor the

Arabic manuscript materials,

Se6.2 Organization Cat=loguing and Classification:

The first catalogue of the arabic manmuscrin®s preserved

in the N.M.J. was produced in 13965 by aiida mnd ilokima in

sodin Niserio,

fo b

their "Degcrivtive Catalogue of srabic Manuscril:

Jos Museum and Lugzpd Hall Library, Xaduna," T:ils crb2lopue

Rt

has been used by the museum ipn the absence of .y rexdily
available catalogue tuere,

In Jaruary 1988, the Jos tluseum Litr-ry prer-red
a comprehensive catalozue of tr2 entire .ravic .lauscripts
kept in the Museum, This is with a view to updating the
first catalogue zand making tre ceollection more e:silyi
accessible to researchers, The catzlogue wiaich is presently
being used by only the staff of the library will be nroduced
in card form for the use of 211 users.

i
In Cataloguing, *ne Jos suseum Lizrary hnas «donted the

style of the first catalogue with little or no modificzticn

it

in many ecases, According to tha sistem, too Lellovin
details are entred for each viece ol worg:
{1) Serial rumber
(11) .uthor's noxe | C.
(i11) Title of the wnrk '

(iv) 3ize
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(v) Description

(vi) Mode of acquisition.
Below are some few specific examples of tiic 2ntries

prepared for some workKsS,

MS 1

AUTHOR: UTHM=N B. MUHARMED

TITLE: NUR-AL=-~LBAB

SIZE: 23% x 18 cm

DESCRIFTION: M. NUSCRIETS IN 12 FOLIOS

MODE OF ACLUISITICN: FURCH..3:D FROi SChie JC .
MS 2

LUTHOR: UTHM.I! B. YUHLS D

TITLE: AJUB. MUH ARARC! 1 I3ALa SHISUMS

SIZE: 23 x 18 cm

DESCRIPTICN: W, MUSCRIPTS IN 12 FOLIOS

VODE OF ACWUISITICH: FURCH 32D TR0 3C0RSIC.

113
AUTHOR: ABD ALL-H B. MUH dEAD Be UTHAAN
TITLE: T(:\é'{ll\l .-.;,..-‘l'i rj{:-}’{.,r EI-Z 'r.\I‘i' B.\' !l\:;" ol -. .It:.I-L-J.‘BY;.T -

3172 23y x 173

DESCRIFTICN: M YUICRIETS v 31 FOLICS

MCDE CF ACUISLIITONS FIECE 3 FROM Dam (SisS ) B2 O OB ¢

In some cases it became p~rther Aifficult =2 iiantify

o +-a WwArK or even IJolle Jor ony

=~e zuthor or the title of

un-identified inform tion, a word "nknown' is rliten.

For examrle:



MS 90 : '

AUTHOR: UNKNGWN

TITLE:  UNKNOWN

SIZE: 19 x 14 cm

DESCRIFTION: M..NUSCRIFT IN 17 FOLIOS

MODE OF ACWUISITION: FURCH.SED FRCM Mal.,
 LIMAN SARKIN Y.KI, B.U

I

5.64.3 Arrangement, Restoration, Freservation -nd

T

CHI.

Mzirtenance:

PRI

The Sokoto Caliph=zte materials which are v

t of the

Arabjc Manuscripts of tne Jos piuseum are kept in the Museum's

Library, The Library is not asir-conditioned,

wode glass

the arabic Manuscripts are kept in a specially uz

cupboard, The cupbtorcrd occupies the
Libr‘ar“y .
cupboard,
About eizht hundred works have been tound,
unbound ones are packed inside boxes with 2a¢ha

work having a separate file (envelove), <Cther o~

whole corner of the

The materizls are serially arranged inside the

|

wnile th

terials

kept not in boxes or files tut in = sgpecially m.le bur

fouders
Cover , znd tnen tied with a string,

e whole of

e

“rticuir~r

ore

The Jos tuseum Livrary takes stock of tts m nuscrint

fnoldings ~nnually,
1ra traced,

gurming or re«binding,
while insecticides zre applied Hn rexular bacfs,

!
/

'\.l”j

rl . i “
! it

These are immediately repalred eishar by

The librory i3 wa2ll swert daily

During this exercise, dama, 2¢ materinls
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Generally, the library is very spacious. Jurely, this

is because the bulldirg is purposely meant for o library.
It can accomodate both the resources nd Che 13275 About
one hundred readers can comfortably use the lipr ry 2t 2

time, There 1is also an office meant for the excLusive use

of the library stzff,

5,6.,4 Utilization and Reader's Services:

The Arabic Manuscript Collection is xent for

reference and recearch purcoSeS. The mznuscrints »re widely

consulted by distinguished Migerian Arabic/Isiowis Acholzars
and researchers in various fields. qessarchars d Tourists

from other countries =zlso moke use of tae muteriils. Bub
thosa wno utilize t-~e collection mosh are res2)rclers arnd

Seholars from the Jos University and other nizhor instizutions

of learning in Flateau State.

For a researcher or Scholar to make use Ar “hae miaterials

v
ot

he is expected to submit 2 letter of introducci:n to the
zuthority of the museul. The collzsction is coveh Jor use from
B,C0 aem = 3,30 D.m daily., ond naterials are ns2d only in
the librory. But on scecial r2iuest, ey can Ui 1o-onzd to

certain researchers for a particular ceriod of ~1imc. I

Additionally, 2 cthotocopying machine i3 awvaillobo? LN Tho

rodocum2nite.

zuseum for researcners wishinr to photocopy 207

The N.MoJe seems not to have establiciicd
cooreration ¢ith any librsry or irdividuzl priv-te goilector.

Regarding staff, trne (uoeun Bns the followin; numder

of staff -nd their desigsrn :tiorns:
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(i) Higher Library Officer
(ii) Library Officer
(iii)} Assistant Library Officer

(iv) Librory issistant and

(v) a typist,
There was an Arabic Librarian.before who used to orzomize
the Arabic materials and provide further explan-~tions to
researchers with regards to these documents, The Fuseum
however intends to emnloy another irabist for tiaa Samei
purposes S0 as to alleviate the probloms ofgen facad by
Tesearchers who want to utilize the collection but lack

fhe
knowledge ofAArebic {ahgua?eo
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| CHAPTER SIX

COMPARISON AND ANALYSIS OF THm FINDINGS

In this chanter, the findinegs of fthe exisbing m.jor
technical operations as they affect the Sokoto Cnoliph:zte
collection in the Six Centres studied are collectively
brought together for comparison and critical analysis.
Simultanecusly also, problem, deficient 2nd neglected ereés

are exposed, !

b1 Acquisition lMethod and Policy:

The Six docum~ntation Centres affected by tiis stuéy
Came into existence =zt different times, Ther=Iov2 ecachh of
them started acquiring the Sokoto Calivhate iinteri-ls n#

different times, waziri Junsiduls Libr.ry st:rte%,
as far back as the 3econd part of th2 ninetaenth Juntnrﬁ.

.. i e
v

It was followed by the N,M.J, in 19, Then t o+ I,..Y. in

457
Fi

about 1960, The I.H.R.3. was engaged in the c¢oll otioniin

L

1965, The R.D.C. -rd 3.3.H.B. sleo Joired in the oxarchse
in 1974 and 1977 resnectivaly,
The first comron acmuisition prablem facad Dy 211 tre

Centres was and is still the =tsence 27 sny lag-l dcroait

Law compelling 211 individusl ‘r->i2 .nasorizis colaeps 0
Garesit the materials of One of Tnase Cantrad, e the
' fan :

centres have resortad to 'thuntins?, ths m-r2eri-ba fraom

individuals in varisus villages and ftowns 211 over the

orthern ports of tihe country,
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In this connexion, only the dazirits Librery ol 4 enjoyed

such a legal backing when In 1667 a piece of le;isl tion T fhs effeeC
!gasenacted by the Sultzn of Sokoto, The Law was howaver short-

lived because it was Jjust a temporary measure - imed at 1

collecting the manuscripts, Secondly, no provision was made

in the Law regarding the punishment of evaders. Thirdiy;

the Law was geographically 1imited to only the then Sokoto

Emiratey hence the numerous iprabic Manuscript noldars in tne

other twelve emirates were not affected,

another important problem area Common to nll o2 centres
is lack of acquisition volicy. Acauisition of srabic

Materials is not based on any snecific written nollcy. The

fihe

policies guiding tre scquisition of tne maoteritls in 211 the

centres are too generzl. For instaznce the policy i the

5.5.E.B. and perhaps the Yaziri's library is to acguire 2l
the 18th, 19th and 20%th Century works written by e Sokoto
tUlams in Hausa, Fulfulde and Arabic. The N.H.S.0. on the
other hend, intends %o collect =211 Arabic mﬁnuscriptw‘
Literature of historical importance. S0 alse is e Bayéro
University Litrary's R.0.C. which acquires the monuscripts
that are of importance ts Lts graduate researchars in the
flelds of arts and Islamic Studies, Both the N.l.<. ond |

the M.M.J. collected the materials for the purrose of preserving

~ the lligeria's intellectual and cultural herita:l.

. . . | 1
A critical examination of all the policies roveals that
all tne centres state the kinds of marnuscripts tolnchirf

and the purpese of acquiring them., They however Jall %o
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take the following fundemental factors inteo consideration:
the qualities of the collection or acquisition oflf'icer; his
subject knowledge znd proficiency in the langu:ses in which
the wcrks are written; competency in determing the physical
qualities of the items; and above all, his humon relations
which will enable him interact with the local rrivote collectors

and also earn confidence and trust from them,.

Connected to the =zbove problem is the absence of an
acquisition committee in four of the Centres, Jaiiri's library,
though a private one, had - such a comnittee which
ceas ed to exist lzter in 1975, Similarly, the 5,3,11.3, has
a three-member selection and acquisition commit: e. rhef _
formation of the committee here might not be uncrnnected
Wwith the Waziri's initiative who was the first chairmon of

the Bureau, In the N.H.,R,.3,; R.D.C; N.A. K. and 1,li.J. there

qre no any acguisition committees fcrmed,

The importance of an acguisition commitice c¢~n not be
over-emphasised. It generally outlines the accuisition Policy
of the centre and ensures strict compliance., It .dvises the
collection officer with regerds to the mzterials o e acquired
taking into consider-tion what is already in stocx, Thus
avoiding unnecessary duplication of acguisiticn —nid financial
waste, It recommends sufficient funds for the remuisition

and development of the mzterials, The Committae 1150 checks

the possible personal blases of tre acgui:iticn colflcer with

rezards to certain documents, It alse maps ous acrulisition

Strategles, f
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With regards to the acquisiticn methods, all the centres
acquired their mamuscript materials through either of the
followings: donation, purchase (of orignals), photo or
Microfilm copy, photograph or copying. To make the acquisition
exXercise a success, the various centres, with the exception

of the Waziri's Library, are provided with one kind of

facility or another,

1

The R.D,C, ié.the most well-equiped compared to the
facilities available in the rest of the four centres, The
Data Centre is provided with a L:nd - Rover motor vehicle
for tre collection of materials from various places, It also
nas a potable photozopying machine 2nd generator to facilit-te
photocorying at all times and = every whare, In ddition,
the Centre is equiped with a microfilming machine, Jhat
both the S.S.H.3. and N, H.R.S. have are nhotocoryvinz and
microfilming equicments, The Jos useum is rrovided with
only a photocopying machine, Wwhile tre N.AJK, 1:cks any of

the above facilities at rresent,

In terms of firsncinal consideration, the vnorious parent
Instituticns or Departments to which five of the documentation
CentreSC?xdu%ﬁgwaziri's nrivate Library) are attached have
certain source of funds, For examnls, before 1i3 merger
with the Sckoto Stata Council f{or Arts and Culture in 1984,
the S,5.H.B. used to nzve a specizal btudget of it cwn from

the State Government, Since the mersar, it hus 150 continued

R
L2

to receive its annual financizl 2llocation tnrou

Ministry for Informﬂgion, Youth, oports ani Cult“re.l The
ge ;
N.AJKe and J.N.M,/theirs directly from the Feder-l Government

!
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through their respective Hendquarters in Lagos. Both

the N.H.R.5 and R.D.C. get their funds from the seneral book
|

vote of the History and Library Departmentsresvectively,

The Waziri's Library, being a private library has no
special fund for fhe UP-Keep Of lhe Library.

Although the five documentation centres hnve sources
of finance, ment éf *them presently has set a side a special
{hnd for the development of their existing manuscript
collections, The Arabic Msnuscripts are regarded like other

printed materisls, This is indead a matter of  -~28tccncern.

The manuscripts recuire quite substantial fundin- for both
continuous acguisition and vroper maintenance. Thr ron
aveilability of funds for this purpose -l

| surely ' - explains tie main reason vwhy almost

all the documentation Centres have suspended their recovery

programmes for the mean tire,

A1l the documentation ceatras iﬁdicated th~t they still
continue to acguire ~Pabic Mznuscripts; wnere.as in the
nctual sense it is only the N,H,R,3., that can be 5aid to be
actively engaged in the colluction exercise, From 1979
to date the scheme hos made some aprreciable efrfarts in
this direction, For examnle, in 1982 it succendstd in}
collecting more than twenty-five new manuscrints from Sokets
State, Further-more, 2s from 1985 the Centre n.5 directed
its attention to new areas like Niger and Kwara Jtztes, |
In addition its activities have zone beyond the !l erian

toundaries to Mizer and other icmediate neignbouring |

countries, !



Compared to the N,H.R.3, the N.M.J., had terminated its
acquisition activities since the departure of its curator
Er. A.H. Bivar some yaars ago., 3also the N.A.K. h:d stopped
acquiring the materials as far back as 1972, The R.D.C,

- has similarly suspended its recovery programme, 30 also is
the S,.3.H.B. which, before its merger with the Jokoto State
Council for Arts and Culture in 198!, had made |
appreciable efforts to acguire many invaluable manuscribts
from various places in the State, 8ince the merger,
and subsequent cut in its annual financial alloc: Liun, tne
S5.8.H.B, has been in a 3tate of inertia with reg:rds o,
collecting the materizls, Presently,tne Centre lor Isl%mio
Studies, University of CoKoto i3 said %to have T .Ken oveyp
that function from the S.S.H.B. Also acquisition of thL

manuscripts by the Wazirit's Library hzs virtuzlly cons to
2 nalt, This may however be atiributed to the Joziri }
Junaidu's old ggi; Insufficiency of funds soculd therefore
becqfsecmxdqgi&iztcan tnus e deducaed that 1ack of adequate
funds has paralysed thé acquisition onerations of almost all
the documentation centres,

6.2 Organization {Cataloguing snd Freservati-n);:

The Sokoto Calirh~te Materials available in 11 the

Centres studied ~re organized in cerfain wrys, Jaay ars

Catalogued 2nd Classified according to a particul r system
, . Centre -

adonted by esch Ccﬂ¢cﬁij Cnly the Waziri Juraldu's Litrory

and tne S5,3,H.3, operzte the s=me system. or 2835y

comparison, a sample eatry is drawn from eaca o vha centres,



In both tne waziri's Library and the S.S5.l.B, a

WOTK

titled "Tanbih aljama'a ala-aham al-shafa'u" is clussifted

as follows:
Group: =R.3IC FM.JUSCRIFT
Class: 1
Box: 95
Pieces: 321 - 323.

An entry is then rroduced for the said work, Thus:

Subject: TaANBIH ALJ-MAYA fLA=adful she=an.. . M,

sncc, No.: 323
. Late: 30/&/80
Ref: AZs 1/98/323,

So the mest imvortant things t=ken into consider .ZIin

svstem zre title, accession numeer, date of =ac¢c ~:'3ific

reference numktsr %which szows the exact loc
in the entire collection, Author is not iaclud:d on

card but in a book list, In =zdditizn to2 authorts =»

The N.He.R.S. preduces its catalogue as follows:

ASMA YBINT YUTHE.Y be FUDI

Pe 16C0/2 Wie, 32
The method zdopted ty the scheme siaply tn<2s
consideration the Author; Title, numuzar of paras,
production a2nd the jacaet runbe

retrisval,

W

A

- . ' e
s b ol Fihia

by the

wo rk

the

o

("]

the book 1list contzins zll the oth r informaticn entred con
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The R.D.C, Catalomues its manuscripts according tn their

rhysical characteristics viz: Bound volume, unbound volume

and letters, %hat is presented telow i3 a sample of an entry

made for =n unbound manuscript material.

Title: samid al-fanir

1=3haikh Usmzn b, Fodio

File: 100/tU!,

The system in oper=tion in this centre only tal:

into accour:t

the Title, asuthor -nd the File number to facilit. e locztion

il

shelf, E

on the

wn

A typic=l entry rnroduced for

following aprvearzace

16/k
UTHM.AN, b. Fudi

Nehs sk, Nas the

C/AR

Nursl-ilbab
Comp. 1334/182%2

23p..

The essentizl information concsidered by t

include tne area Ifrom wioich

(i.e C/:R, meaning Sardauna Frovirnce) and

Then author, title, date of

Lastly, accordins to *the gysftem oper-*®

a particulisr work hzs the urdermentioned enzry:

5 MS 1
AUTHCR: UTHA'M 3, MLUH LD '
TITLEZ: MUR -~ L-ALB..2
3I45: 23% x 18 em
DISCRIFTICN: MuJIUSSRICTS I 12 RQLICS .
YODE OF O UISITICN: FTURCH WED FRCHM TTILIT00.

crist work in

trhe manuscrint was ncquired

P

-

composition and numtor

ad

the

Yo
Ld e -

method

lacasion msrk,

]

f pafes.
oy th2 Lil.tled;

LR
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What the N,M.J,.'s Cataloguing method cornsit- rs imvoriant

are the suthor, Tiftle, Size, pagination and modn oU cquisitoon.

In the light of the above, if car be deduc 1 ih:b th4

Sokoto Caliphate ¥zterinls =re, in one way or ti 2 ofhuro,
sYstematically catalogued and classified by .11 Ilne documéntation
Centres, However, tre Cataloguirg is done witiout giving due
regard to standard or conventional rules, Furtier-more, f

grart from the Z.35.H.B. and %aziri Junaidu's Libr-ry, 11 the
Centres are working independently; ind there is Mo |
exchange of ideas and experiences betweaen them, Thus, thé
possibility of formulating and operating one 3. o natienall

is greatly hindered,

6.2 .rrancement, Restor=tion, Preosspvation o ll:intononce:

The Sokoto Caliphate ltenuscripts are gensr-lly housed
in an ordincry room by =211 the documentation ¢oni.rog; with
the exception of the N.MJ.J., all the rooms re “ip=-conditicned,
The materizls zre normally kept in boxes or cartons. Arort
from this common practice, the 5.3,H.B., and the Jooivits
~Library treserve certsin manuscricts in leather :tchels|
(Gafakoki)f . the MJH.,R.5. put them in sreci-1 onckets,

Tﬁe MM Js zrd R.DLCL. are tae only two coniroes that

keep scme of their monuscrict ~terials in btourd volunes,

|

Metal Shelves cre used for shelving the aterinls in
the 3.S8.H.B,, Waziri's Litrary and N.a.4. In additlon to
me tal snelves, the waziri's Library -ises wooden shnelves
ard cupboard. The R.D.C. combires both metil .n! pl:stic
shelves, “while trne N,H.R.5, ard Jos Fuseum shoalve thelir
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o
manuscripts in . glass cupboardai(qddition& e Nl.dli.S,

uses Steel Cabinet for the manuscripts in Microfiln forms}

Regarding mazintensnce of the manuscript collectiocn, ‘
the documentation centres simply resart to daily sweeping
of the rooms and dusting off the documents, Also insecticides

seem £o be generally applied though irregulariy.

To facilitate repsairs of the damaged items, both the
S.S5.H.B. and the N.A.,K. are equ@ped with binding ~nd
laminating facilities, In a2ddition, the 3.,3.H.3. has a
microfilming machins, The R.D.C. is also provided with 5
microfilming machine, € aleo enjoys the servizes of the
University Libtrary's bindery, The M,H.,R.3. i ejupped with
a microfilming machine, Unfortunately however, U2 3scheme,
torether with the Jes Museum and Waziri's Library 1licd
binding and iaminating equipment.

, M1 the centres are gernarally frcad with
a serious problem of creservation =2nd Maintenance 2f the

manruscript collection. fpart from the N,M.J; 211 the rest

of the five centres nzve acute shortage of snace, For

instance, in the 3.3.,H.B.,Waziri's Library and tie N.i.K.
many important mzruscripts 2re kept on taz floor not
. for inadeguacy of _
only,lack of chélves out alsg‘Spsce. Twere 13 also no

doubt *hat toth the MN.H.R.S. and <he ],D,0. will o confronted

with the same problem in the very near future. To worsen

the situation, noreof the centres i3 really equ@peﬁ with
modern amenities such as fumization, fire ~pd water
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proof devices, Also lacking are other necessary means that
will protect the entire collection against the dverse

affects or climatic conditions.

- B4 Utilization aud Readert!s Services:

Because of its enormous research value, the Sokoto
Caliphate collection has achieved not only nztional but also
international importance, 4s found in all tho documentation
centres, the collection is utilized by both Ni-c2rian and
Foreign researchers 2nd Scholars varticularly in cne fields
of Islamic/Arabic $tudies, History, Folitical 3cience and
Administration, law, =Zducation, Sociology, Linsuistics .und

a host of other rel=zted disciplines,

Altrough the users of the collaction are mosily well
informed in the field of resesrch and adove aver ze in |
education, yet the collection is gzenerally not uiirown open
to use by public in the sahe free manner th-t otherIs

—y 1] -

printed books are; it is protected by certzin rejulotions

in all the documentation centres, The Centres, inclduing

3

even the private library of Waziri Junaidu, insiss o
vroper introducticn. or assurances from appropriatz authority .
of scholarly ability and sense of responsibility 7ith regards

to hendling the manuscripts bafore they allow 1 resesicner

or scholar to utilize the matesrizls, : |

Further-more, thnese centres do not zllow us:zrs to borrow

the mpnuscripts ocut, The materials ~re only consulle: tnere qﬁﬁqyk

T

an srecial resussts, the N, .J, lends out i

- -
S Moy

faa

crirts

————



1uu{
to certain categories of researchers especially those within
the Jos Metropolis, It is however interesting %to note fhat
all the centres allow photocopying to be made from their

manuscript holdings., In this regard, the 3,.5.i.3.,

-

N,H.R.3., R.D.C and N.M.J. have pvhotocopying

facilities to enable researchers obtain a photecony of any
they may

manuscripténeedr Both the Wazirit's Library and the N.a.K,

lack a photocopying facility but they allow rese-rchers to

- make cepies frem any nearby photocopying service centre,

" In terms of management of the manuscript raoources,

the documentation Centres have employed the Services of.
various qualified personnel, The 3,3.H.B., nas one denior
Arabic Document Translator, Higher Arabic Docuncut Collector

and Assistant Chief :.rchivist, The N,H.R.3. has one Senior

Research Fellow and & Graduzte Assistant, The R.D.C. 1ls

provided with one Research Fellow. . ~- Jn the case of
. I

the Waziri's Library it is the Waziri . himself who

is directly involved in the management of the resources,

All of the above mentioned Staff have cne common

e _
qualificationja knowledge of, frabic Language, Thore is,

howeveg,a great variation regerdirg their technical ‘
knowledge and experience.ef organizimg the kinds of muterisls
{2rchival amaterials) which they manage. |

A3 for tne N.M.J, and N.AK; all the starf wio nre

- -

pté

directly involved in the management of the Arabic iinuserd

at rresent lack knowledse of the Aratic Lanenpge. There are

two staff in N.M,J who are qualified library officers whe can

te regarded as having some -
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3

professional library qualifications, On the other hand,:the

staff of / are experienced 2nd knowledgeable archivists, |

Language barrier is one particular problem thnat impedes
effective utilization of the Sokoto Caliphate Collection.
Of all the Centres of docﬁmentation affected by our study,
the S.3.H.B. can te said to have taken a lead in arresting
the situation, This Centre has been engaged in the |
translation and publication of some important works written
by the Sokoto 'Ulama, ThenS.3.H.B. has so far succeeded in
translating Six different works while two additionzl ones

are to be completed soon, As for the other numerecus,works

[
i

yet to be translated =nd published, the centre prOVides ]
a verbkal trznslation to any researchér who wants to make
use of the materizlis, (
Apart from the 3.5.H.B; all the other centres have
ﬁot yet started translating the .rabic works., The N,H.R.S.
and the R.D.C,only provide verbal translation to resesrchers
ignorant of Arabic Langusge although the R.D.C. intends
to estsblish a translation sectioﬁ for translating tne f
srabic documents. f
In the case of the Waziri's Livrary, it is the owner
of the collection {Cr, Junzidu) being an educated Islamic
Scholar with sound rrapic Knowladge, wno nelps ..l provides

In the abgernce of
[

recesszry explanaticns to researchers,

quzlified Arabists In toth the N.,A.L, and ¥ M. J; such

translation Service is not at all provided by thiam ~t present,
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In the area of public enlightenment, it is rogrettﬁble
to note that the documentaticn centrss =re not ~ativelyl
involved in certain kind of enlightenment activi.y 50 as Lo
let the public know about the existence of the lolato
Caliphate materials., Cf all the Six Centres, only tne |

S.S.,HeB. h2as 2n exhibition programm which is maanc to enlighten

|

the public about its manuscript holdings. j
!

v

Another important problem area pertains corperafion ot
the Arabic documentation centres. Fresently, o7 the Six
Centres Studied, only the 3.5.,H.3. 2nd Waziri Sun:idu's

Litrary have any cocperative zrrangement, This ceconeration

uand . e e ..
covers almost all the technicalAOberetlonwl activilbias like

coteloguing arnd claszification, creservation, o ilntonance

j23

and photocopying, To a lesser extent, th2 5,3.11.3, 2180

ccorperateswith the N.aJK. The COOperatioh I only_ﬁdznnslf
B

*

borrowing or vhotocorying fhe mateals:

IEe strength of cooparative rclotionship

between these two centres nes already besn weakenod by a

numger of. 5 factors, Frominantly, ZROLI 1=

phical distance beftween the two centras; a dlst o of abcut

500 kilometers, Secondly, both thne 35,3.H3,.3. and tie N.ilK,

have a sericus transport problem -~ inszdaquiey ot notor |

ey P
£ b

vahicles, Thirdly there is tha attitude o{ the 3unlf
both centres and coupled with the bureaur-tic red |

!
tzpism guiding the whole eoorerative axercise, 7Tha above

reasons why Ut rest o

D

in th

L

factors -~ Mmay | ayxrl

-
»

the other centres do rot 2neare i 2 cocperatinn,

i

pa |
ot
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|
only end up in refering researchers from one centre to |
|

another for the use of the moterials available tlhnre,

i

Cne final problem regarding readers'! Services i; tne

lack of a conducive atmosphere for researchers in -lmost all
the centres, The N.M.J. has a very spacious libriwxy forj
b

researchers, The library c¢an comfortably accomoed te about
Yy

one hundred readers at a time, There is also a separate

office for the Library Staff, The Library is therefore

devoid of noise, However, it is not air-conditlionedy

Thus making it hot and uncomfortable a times,

|
|
N
|

Cn the otker hand, the small room provided by the

only ten

3.5.,H.Bs though air-conditioned, can accomodate

peorle at a time, Vorse still, the room serves three

purrposes - reading place for resesrchers and otacr rezders,
housing some rezding m=terizls =and providing oflice accomo~
dation for the library staff, This m2k£S the rcom very

Servous

noisy and unsuitabia - for, research work, The samn situation

also obtains in the N.H.R.5; R.D.C, and N.a.l. |

The research room which was built in the Waziri's house

for the use of the researchers is very small ord 1.cks encugh
It has only a tabls z2rd tnre2 caczirs,

the 32me '
If a researcher comes at { time the ra2search roon is i

chrnirs 2nd tables.

o

used by say three people, he has tc g2 back disampointe

or keep on waiting, Alternativaly, he comes = .¢ci agaln

a later time, ; :
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CHAFTER SEVEN

i
i
E
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION :ND RECOMMENDATIONS ]
|
|

7.1 Summary of the Chapters:

i

This thesis started by first giving a general background
knowledge about the whole work, It clearly stated its purvose,
problems and some basic hypothesis which it postulrted, It alse

outlined its significance, scope, limitatlons and

methodological procedurss,

On the basis of the above foundation, the thoesids then

went a head to review the related literature of iLue study.
The literature review basically covered the litecr-ory :
activities of Fhe Sokoto Caliphate's Ulama, It :~i30 cited

works dealingI%TﬁliographiCal aspects of tha .r-" 3 manuscriot

materials, f

]
Subsequently, the origins of the Arabic Manucscriot |

Literature in Nigeria was trsced, This covered three distict

ceriods viz: Pre-Jihed, Jihed and Fost-Jihad as well as |

contemporary periods, The numerous authors and works in

respect of eacn of trhe three periods were treated in depth.

The thesis went further to diseuss the various 5
efforts made by different organizations, institutions and
individuals both in and outside Nigeria to discover nnd
recover the Nigerian indigenous Arabic Manuscript literature
generally. Emphasis Qas simultaneously placed cn i recovery
-and locations of tne 3Sokoto Caliphate literaturae, f
the {

vy,

This was then followed by the rresantatis>n o

actual findings of the study, The firnlings comprised mainly
: T



[
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the existing technical operations that affect the Sokoto!
Caliphate Collection in Six selected Lioraries, ..rchives and

Museum, These operations included acguisition, c.taloguing

and classification, .rrangement, Freservation, restoration
i
and maintenance, Other importsant aspects coveraed were |

utilization of the collection 2nd circulation services,

The study then | : broucht together
j

all the above findings, It ccmpared and critically i
analysed the operations as obtained in the s5ix different

Centres, Subseguently some deductions were arrived at,.

i

7.2 Summary of the Findings: ' . j

r

The data collected for the purpese of tals usiudy
reve=led that:

(i} The Sokoto Caliphzte Collection exists in Nierian
Litraries, tArchives znd Museums, a«nd ti2 Jznuscri-t
Materials making up the collection were ﬂC‘HiFed;
through different methods viz: rurchnase, donation,
phtocopy, hand-covying, nhotostating, rnotography,
and Microfilming.

(11) The acquisition problems faced by the colloecting
centres include zmong others, iansufficicncy of
special funds, lack of transport facilities,
uncooperative attitude of most of tahe monuscrivt
owners etc, .

(11i) The Sokoto Caliphnate Colla2ction is catalomuad and
¢lassified independently by the Mig=ri:n Liuvraries,

archives and Museums, .lso thare ~re o oirrdardised



cataloguing 2nd classification codes, honce 7R
variations in cataloguing and classiricatien,
(iv) The Sokoto Caliphzte Collection is generally keptﬂ
in an ordinary room without due regard to its (room)
size and suitability, More over, necess~ry facilities
that will ensure safety, effective main tenance, g
restoration, and permanent preservation .r¢ seriouily
lacking,
(v) The Sokoto Caliphate Collection in Nigeriiu Libraries
Archives and Museum is being Utilized by Mizerian and
Eoreign 3cholzrs and researchers in varicns rlalds,

The use of the collection by tnesse veorlzs Lo jovernad

by certain rules and regulations,

(vi) The Sokoto Calirnhate Collection is under-utilizaod

|

because of lenguage barrier and little elrort is |

made towards editing, translating and publishing the

caliphates?! works., '
" {vii) The Collectinn is less widely publicised through
i

P

bibliographies, guides, exhibitions =2tc, . !
(viii) There is lack of ccoperztion amongst tae Arabic

documentation Centres because of a numbar of factors

wanant

like distance, bureaucracy, lack of transes

facilities etc.

i

(i:2) The irabic documentation Centres employ 5o services

of different c=tegories of staIT to marage theirf

collections and also to serve tre needs ol reser-chers,

n acute shortagzez of gqualifisd persoennel:

1471
)

Sut there {:

in the field of arenival m:nagament especi L'y with

specializaticn in Arzblc Manuscripts, ' H
|
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i

(x} Finally, there is an absence of a particul r forum for
mutuzl discussion, exchange of ideas oand oxmaeriences
amongst the personnel incharge of the Manazzarnt of

the Sokoto Caliphnte Collection. | :

7.3 Racommendations:

In the light of the zbtove findings, it i3 Pzrﬁﬂxdmt
to offer some uzeful suggestisnsg and recommendations
with a viaw to0o eradicating the nroblemz »nd improviag the

researcucrts strong

D

Sokoto Caliphate Collection, I%t 15 €n
belief that by implementing the undermentisned recommendations,

an ideal environment for care, mzint2nance -nd tresarvaticn

L™

of the collsction will te ere=ztad, Sntifctory services

to researcinsrs, ccholars and evary body allike will To rrevided,

7+3s17 Diccovery and Recovery:

Nigeria, znd more especially the northern noris oI it
is endowed with massive amount of I rabic, Hourz-idirmi
end Fulfulde NManuscripts, It is howevar regreti-ble that
d a2lra2ady rerished

o

a lot of these v=luable sourece mobsrizls n-

and many of them are also rapidly disintegzrating in the hznds

of their owners, This lamentable situction neels o L2

arrested forthwith, To this end 1% is,
vary dzsirable taat recovery of tr2 monuscrir!
serisusly intensifiecd, 41l the existins coilzciling ngen
snhould be reeactivitated, The zrivate
0of Zokoto, Alhaji Junald, ghould t2 a
150 a ne~d far tre est-tlishmensy 0. 1 national

sort cut,
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catalogue and irdex the manuscripts as well =3 compile a
biblicgraphy., The board should also be charred with the
responsibility of coordinating and monitoring the activities
of the various nollecting agencies in the country, The board
should comprise scholars from various fields notably TIslamic
studies, Arabi¢, History, Anthropology, Linguistics, Arshaeolosv,
and Sociology., It should also compose of professionals in
the fields of Librar? Science, Archive and Documentation,

It is necessary that a legislation be enacted to regulate

the recovery, preservation and use of manuscripts, The law

should empower the board or any of its collecting agencies
to collect manuscripts from 2ll private owners in the country.
It is also worthwhile that a fair compensation bhe made to the
owners, As for those people whe are unwilling to sell or
make voluntary donation of their manuscripts, they should be
encouraged tn either lend them for photocovying, or entrust
them to the collecting agency without relinquishing their
ownershig;@r they should part with their original coples in
exchange of photogravhic reproductions,

| In any case, the collectine agencies should be greatly
interested in obtaining the original copies of manuscripts
whereever possible., This is necessary, Cacause any form of
photographic reproductions (he it Xerox, onotography or micro-
microfilming ete), while useful, are not as satisfactory as
the original manuseripts, For irste=ace, scnolars who are
undertaking detailed studies are offen curious abous the
texture, ase, water markings and pacer quality which are not

discernible in photographic reproducticns,
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In order to enéble the Arabic documentation cuntres 43
verform their important functicn of recovering thnese valuable
worki, it is essential that they should be well nrovided
withﬂgﬁggsport and necessary rhétographic facilitica, This
will surely enable them travel and obtain the m .t rials

from every tiook and corner of the country.

0f course, it is advisable that each’ centre s-ould
have a3 written collection policy. WMore import-ntly, the
policy should clearly state the person to he in-charge of the
collection of the manuscrirt miterials as well ns nis guali-
ties, His attributes snould include among othcrs,
competency to evzluste both the physical and textusl qualities
of tae manuscripts. This will enable nim efféct a fair -
compensation or payment to the owners, He should also be
kKnowledgeable inff}abic and Hausa Languages while knowledge
of Fulfulde should be considered as an added ndvantoge.
It should also be expected of tha collector tn 1 ve close
and good human relztionsg with the local community at lafge;
for only through such relationship can the cen=res be
3uccessful in the gigantic task of recovering tne ninuscripis,

T

Connected to tne above is thz necesslity of formine a
committee that will assist and advice the collrction officer.
The committee should 2lso be responsible for myprins out
Strategies that will ensure successful recovery o arations.

It sroulid aiss  be its duty to rprepare an arnucl finaneial

estimate so as to maxe the operation a continuoul one,

Financially, i* is Strongly recommendsd thit the Arable

Manuscript centres (collecting azencies) should Te suffieiently
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funded by both the Federal and State Governments.. The |
government should know that the centres, (espacially those
owned by the State Govermments like that of the Sokoto State
History Bureau) have the potential of beinz a great asset
to the entire nstion as important centers of research for the
purpose of shedding more light on our history, literature and
cultural tradition, It is, therefore, high time that both
the Federal and State Governments jointly give serious
consideration to raising enocugh funds to the depositeries so
as to enable them execute with maximum degree of satisfaction,
the great tasks of collecting, organizing, nreserving and
making available our numerous invaluable manuscript moterials,

If these tasks are accomplished, it will then so a long
way in minimisineg costs of individual resenrch undevrtakings
offen psid to the researcher by either 8tate or Federal
Government, It will reduce the hazards of fravel to various
locations for relevart manuscript and allevinte the difficulties
prosed by the private manuscript holders to researchers,
Similarly, researchers who might deprive some local manuscripts
owners of their invaluable manuscript assets will bte significéntly
reduced, if not totally obliterated,

Because of their pa2st experiences, most of the manuscript
owners particularly thoze in villages, harbour sinister feelirgs
towards any manuscript collector due to misconcention of his
objectives or mission, This often l2ads tn repulsive treatment
by the owners, It is of utmost necescity, therefore, that all
Steps should be taken to vrevent such unfavourable treatment

to be meted out to any authorised collaction officer,
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It is therefofe recommended that a vigordaus ~ubtlic
enlightenment campaign pe lunched by the Federnl nd 3t :te
Ministries of lnformation-public enlightenment divisionse
The peov}e should be well educsted and enligntened on the
serious dengers that surpound 2nd threaten their rich :
collections; and the importance of depositing trou at the
established repository for safety and public use as well,

The manuscript ommers snoculd similarly be informed about the
Cotlecting Lentre nea rhj,

existance of any nearby repository. If there 5 no, 1T should

be made clear to them that some authorised staff of the

repository will . comf  to them for the collection of the

menuscriptse. Their maximum cooperation is theraolare highly
solicited.

To make the cesmpaingn . 2 tremendous suc:is, all
local governm:nt suthorities including traditiznel and

religious leaders should also be =2ctivaly involvad.

Certainly, with the involvement o€ emirs and chiofs, District,

village and ward heads, Imams z2nd prominent Isl mic relirious

teachers the campaign will not De a failure.

further-more, t:is imrortant ~ublic e~lizhtanment
program ne-ds full rarticipation af 2ll agents ol informatinn

consiﬁib‘dﬂtf_’) - » * > -
disseminatione , Redio, Television =znt LoCh4 LWL avers
fuien gotiJe.
particularly those rublished in t:o2 vernaculzth;;e Gnskiva
Tafi Kwabo,' Yamina,’ tL1fiJir,t tlumal ani 35 Iorth snould

be mustered ~rd mobilized so =3 +a ~nsure opbimm success,
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7¢3.2 Qrganization:

The importance of organizing the Sokoto Calinhate manuscripts
by means of cataloguing, ctassification, bibliogranny
efcetera can not be over-emphasised, For instance,in the -
absence of an effective catalogue, a researcher is forced
to examine a substantial amount of irrelevant =nd unimportant
materiagls in order te find those that are really valusble
to him, This,of course,leads t0o unnecessary wear =nd tear
of unique asnd often irreplaceable mghuscripts. Again, valuable

staff and researchers' time (@hich to both of them is very

precious) is wasted,

It is therefore extremely imper*tant that eazcn drabic
documentation Centre should nrepare not only a coaprehensive
but 2lszo an effective catalogue of its manuscrint collection.

It is best that the catalogue be sufficiently snscific as
of the materials

to provide. quicker and easier identification/oy toth staff
and researcher. The folders, files or containers of the . .

manuscripts should be clearly marked to facilitate easy identifie

cation,
Norqover, there is the need for a separate ir-bic

Manuscript card catealogue ratier than trenslitercted author

and title entries Interfiled in the main catalotue. .
Entires should te in the srabic script and entred under the

best known part of tne author's name with cross-~references .
£ nomes . =
;fb otner formsAand also zdded title entries, .nere both

the author?’s name 2nd title of thne work are not identified,

subject matter shonld te determined and an entry be® made

accordingly. To mske the catalogue more functional, 1t 1is

furthgr recompended th:t it should be annotnted. Th%

A ek wms m - s = e wle L L . T Lo e
- e everaae e come R L I .- .

o LR
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annotation should te done after very close scrutiry ni the

contents of the work,
It is regrettable tunt at the moment tuerc i: no ~ny
means by wnich & researcher can locate relevant mrnuscrint
materiazls available in all the documentation contres within
the country, More often than not, lack of -uch useiful
aid/guide causes untold h=rdshin and frustration to reseasrchers.
This is because they, unavoidzbly, have to traval frantically
to different archives »nd other related institutions with
the hope that they woculd get the right menuscri-is. Infact

the journey is costly and time consuming, It li even more

expensive when the risgnht materials sre not av-il-ble in the
clzces visited.
For thc ‘rabic documentztion cenzres to
Fothat 2

effectively serve their client=2lz, it is neceass vy
Natioral guide or a lMational Union Cutalogue ol .irabic
Manuscript Materizls should be crepzred, Thiz o v:losue is
a desideratum 1f unnecessary travel expensas incurr:d by
researchers are to be eliminated fortawith, Thes Union
cztalogue should contain the “rabic Monuscrint boldinzs of
2ll tne documentaticn Centres =znd other related Institutions
in the country,. _

In =ddition, there is alsn the rea2d to corpll.
comprehensive biblioeraphy of all the Arabic Manuscripts,

This should contain not only th2 holiin:s of thie Zentres

Fe

gntioned abova, but also those manuzcrizis ~vail-Hla In

i1

-
"
“

foreizn collecticn centres, Lt srould, -3
rossible, record all tne manuscerirt collzctions 1o the

erivate hands, Juch a bibliography «i11 greatly asel
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researchers in locating ftiie maierials where-ever'they hanpen
to be,

It is worthwhile stating that the above reccmmehdations
can best be realized if gulded by certain standard.,
Unfortunately, there is, a2t present, no standard code for
elther cataloguing or classifying the Arabic manuscripts,
The common practice is the use of an individually invented
system, This has created quite a number of unforseen
complications, It has also given rise to different approaches
to retrieval system.

As all the current systems are generally unsatisfactorilly,
there is a need for standardization, Standardization will
provide a uniform cataloguing and retrieval system, thus
obliterating the variety of approaches in diflerent centres
of Arabic documentation,

It should be emphasised that the formuiation ol a
nationally acceptaeble standard code, prepar-ti.on of =2 Union
catalogue and compilation of a bibliogravhy sare a1l Tedious
but nobls tasks; these can only be sucressfully accomplisced
with the full COOperafion and support_of all the Arabic
documentation centres in the country,

7.3.3 Fhysical Care, Freservation and Mainferance:

It is generally believed that any collectjon assembled
in one place is exposed to all sorts of danqeré. For instance
it recomes an easy pray for théeves, it is more open to
destruction in tne event of accident like fire or flood,

and it is vulnerable to serious damage by certnin -
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creatures such as rats, cockroaches, Beetles, termites, and

Ants, or things like mucus, fungi and so forth,

With regards td the Sokoto Caliphate Collection, the
problem is not only of protecting it against such possiblé
dangersy; but also thnat of permanently keeping it in conditions
that will ensure its preservation in the most favourable

atmosphere and away from any thing likely to cause

Slow but continuous deterioration,

Generally, in all the Centres of document~tinn th t kKeep
the Caliphates® Collection, it is no fallacy th:t thsre is
an apparent neglect and serious deficlencies rernrding ver-
manent preservation 2nd adequate maintenance of the Collection,
It is therefore worthwhile making the following recommendations,
These are ideal conditions that will ensure continuous

maintenance and permaznent preservation of the collecticne.

It is a matter of urgency that a well planned repository
meant for the manuscripts and researchers be built in each

of the Arablic documentzstion Centres and this should be

aire-conditioned, It is ideal that every necesszry rrecaution

should be taken in building, wiring and furnishin; the

Manuscript repository to safegward against fire outbreaks,

It is also wise to provide additional

.

protective devices such as alerz system and fire extinguishers

located at strategic points {n the buildings,

All the staff working in the repository chould be

trained on how to use trhem,

The actual rhysical colour of each manuscrirt is of

© pzramount importance, Jo every steps should be tokenm Lo .
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preserve it, It is therefore advisable that suhlight or any
other light, which produces heat or ultra-violet, must
never be permitted to fall on the .rabic Manuscrirts for any
length of time, It is best that the actual stor: e area
be provided with few windows and these snould ve carefully
Shaded in some way, and that lizhts be used only when
necessarys,

Humidity is one very hamful agent to documents
1 those
especially, in manuscript form, 3Some of 1ts eflects include
spotting, damp stains and growth of fungi and lloulds which
are the mortal enemies of leather, vavper and th> lik- items.
Excessive humidity 2130 encoursies the natchins nd grewth

of many other minute destrictive creatures,

In order to protect Arabic Menuscripts from the
ravages of humidity, if is necesszary that the recository
te properly ventilated; for lack of ventilution i3 fregquently
accompained by dampnes-lt is ilmportant that fans »re used

to keep the air in motion especizlly during tha Surmer time,

3

In case nf extreme demgness as dictated by chonging conditicons

or geographical locations, it is equally gocd i1 dchumidifiers

can be brousht into use in addition,

However, while nhumidity is 2 scourses, it 15 SUil

necessary to avold the oprosite, extreme dryness,

crunblzs leather, deforms parehment ani perishes Jelaulosae,
Menuscript materials are gparticul:rly vulnersabla Iin this

resp2ct, The manuscrict zo yellowlsh or brownisa U
edges; zrnd under extremely sesv=ere Condcjfncn tivor bocome

brittle and even crumbla to rowder,
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It can rightly be said thz2t humidity and extreme dryness
are destructive forces that hzve accountled for the
damage of practically most of the 3okoto Calinn %e Manuscripts

that are . in the private hands, .\ number

of such damzged bufrecovered manuscripts are found especially

in the Waziri Junaidu's Library and the 3okoto .Jt-te lilstory
Bureau, .

In order fto aveid the effect of dryness on tThe manuscript
materials, it is strongly recommended th:t n minimun tempers-
ture be maintained in the'repositories. Accordin:; te the
chemical exverts, pzuer heas ité greatest sirengihr when its

Comvtaina
Moisture content is in equilibrium with ~ir o B0 to 65 per
cent relative humidity, To provide an 2xcellent athoschere
for the manuscripts .. . therefore, the experis nuve agreed
on the following strndzrds: temperature between 1L =nd 16
degrees centigrade, reletive humidity between 5C,» ad 50k,
L4C% 2nd 70k being the danzer 1imits.hvcn&qko h va » centrolled
temperature and rel-tive humidity in non-temrer (2 country
like Vizeria, the air-conditioning of the minuscrint

revositories is esszentizl, This will conveniently conform

with the standard set -nd it will enszure a rerfrct nd
permznent preservaticn of the m=tarials,.
with regards to mainter=snce, it 13 recommended

that a cood house=Keeping exerclse ba obsarved d:1ly; the

repository should te swept 2a? the m-tarinls cleaned,

This is of course the best 2nd easy prz2ca:ution oj2inst the

streutive agants 1ile rodents

1}

depredations cf such rapidly d



and insects, Additionally, insecticides should U~ »prlied
more regularly rather taan infrequently, applic “ion of
the chemicals should be made not only when *the 2 ‘once of
the insects or their destructive effects are noticoi,

Further-more, it is advisable that newly =ac unired

manuscripts be thoroushly examined and scrutini.cod for slins

of infestation, To be on the safe side, it is bettor to
make available fumigation facility in th2 repository so that

new zcyuisitions can be promptly fumizated,
The use of leathar satchel8 for keeping the annuscript

m=térisals should be =voided, It is ideal thazt tho Jdocunentation

centres select suitzble containers that will not only protect

for .

the materials withirn tut also all;m&;roCer shelvia: and render e
Mantuscrs LS ‘f )

the p easily availsbls 10 users. The containers ..ould =2 well

be 1li:i.t in Weight “or convenience in handlinz ./ in=-

conslications

Th2 shelves should be of st22l typ2. It i:

inadvisatle
de

to ploce the shelves I=r the mzpusceripts sgelnsc L7 cutsi
wzll-nere there is 2lways danzer of damrnasl,
E--& shelves =nd the a=terizls on them s=on:ld o £ ek

This is necessary 350 25 to 2veld [orss
of éum~re while shelving or retrievis: from t 18
It also enhorces free circuistion of air tetween Ulia asnuscripts;
thus moXing the rerository less numid, Never :.:ouid any

bare floor or be hanged v » wall,

manuscript te kegt on

a1l manuscriots srould te Ke2pt z2tnve sroun. Loved,
imcortant to h-ve *the first shelf at ler olxX inctes

T+ 1.
L <O
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above the floor level with an air space beneath, and a similar
air space above the shelf,
Without doubt, Arabic Manuscripts are mostly irreplaceable
and as such if they are in constant use, they will through
the passage of time, either get lost or be considerably damaged
even with the most careful attention to storaze cunditions
and handling as recommended above, It is therefore a wise
precaution for the renositories to have all the manuscripts
microfilmed and keep the original copies away from general
circulation., Actually, a msnuscript ia microfilm form mav,
in many instances, be more legible than the original copy.
This is surely a distinct advantage to any one who must study
a bateh of yellowish or brownish, badly faded manuscripts.
Restoration and re-inforcement of the Manuscript materials
is another important area to which the centres should pay
particular attention, Because these manuscrints were made
on inferior pavers without much thought of tixelr quality.
Perhaps this is so because the factors affecting parer
durability or permanence were not understood or taxen into
consideration at that time., West stil, the menuscericts
suffered one form of damage or anotner due "o Inproner care

and poor storage conditions in the past, In tha2 rnst, such

works were usually tied or folded and put vy in poorly
designed containers like clay pots, calabas.es, baskets and
such similar contairgs, thus making them exrosed to dust.

This also made the manuscripts to have cracks along their

edges or have fold lines,
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Also, there are certain special problems not conrected
with the paper quality, In some cases, fire, water, insects
or rodents damaged the masnuscript materials =and papers with
stains or faded legible inks, All of these kinds of materials
require re-inforcement so as to improve their usefulness and
serviceability regardless of the actual poor vhysical
conditions of the materials.

To enable the repositories effect necessary renairs on
the manuscripts, the provision of adequate bindins, laminating
and other relzated enuipmentsbecomes indispensavie. It should be
emphasised that the provision of such basic fucilities does
not require grea& financial expenditure and therefore, the
guestion of funds shculd not, in any way, nose limitations.
Lamination, for instarce, is simply done by using transparent
plastic sheat, The material is cheap, the Dfocess is siaple
and quick, It also involves less hi:iily skilled labour,
moreover, the end product provides excellent permanence of
the manuscripts and increase in strength w:thout impairing
its legivilivty,

Our recommendations would b2 incomplefe without =z
mention of stock-taking exercise, In view ci ‘e nuge
financial exmenditure likely to be incurred b these
collecting manuscrint of the Sokoto Caliph-te, it i, recommended
that the entire collection be cnecked at re -1l :r :nd more

frequent intervals, There should be a numerical stock-taking

at least once a ye=r to ’ -
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make sure that all the acquired manuscripts are in-tact,
Internal checking is also very necessary so as to verify the
condition ° --and state of the items, However, since this

is a far longer operation, provision should be mada in the
to inspaect and count

work programs for . few hours ..

these invaluable treasurers at regular intervals,

Finally, it is important that all of the n fore-mentioned
recommehdations be made immediately practicable, The cost
of installation of those basic facilities and their
maintenance may be high but not to the extent of b?ing
prohibitive, It is important for the authoritiz:z CDhcerned
to understand that by creating an ideél environi ni rfor ithe
preservation of the collection, it will prevent the continuous
deterioration of the menuscripts, thus obviatin:, further
financial expenditure =nd losses attendant to poor storsge
system, It should .. . . be emphasised tnat the Sokoto
Caliphate Collection is a priceless treasure whose cultural

and sentimental value can not be assessed in temrms of money.

Te3slt Utilization =nd Reader's 3ervices:

It is strongly recommended that the 3okoto Caliphate

Collection be allowed to be used not for resenrcit and scholarly
but made free to b
undertzkings alone;/it should be/consulted by L1 interested
but responsible individuals, Tor instance, our local Mall-ms,
Mzjority of whom may like to maxe use of the Collection purely
snould have easy access Lo tiie materilals,

for utilitarisn purrese/ Such people snouid therefore: be
freesly permitted without demand for =2ny introductory or

documentary evidence from any institution or luthority.

ol e b e s ey
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However if the identity of any Mallam or user is doudbted,
he can be requested to obtaln certain evidence from the

authority of his Local Government Areaz,

It is considered legitimate that erfort should be made

to know the purpose for which tne coliection i3 to be used,
over '

More/all users spould be properly Screened, This is

appropriate as not all users are able to assess the signifie

cance of the manuscripts 1laid before them, All mutilators,

Misusers, Kleptomaniazcs or known thieves should ve completely

barred from using thf rich collsction,

It is important tnet the regulations guidin: the use
of the collection be respected by all users,
The regulations should not be used to discourage -
users from patronizing the collection, Instend, all the
regulations should endeaver to protect the ©  c¢ollection

"t

and also ensure, proper use and excellent handling,

It is a good idea that the manuscript collection should
not be open to use by the public in the same freo manner
that other printed books or materials are. Authority to use
the manuscripts should be granted only by the he.d of the
repository or hi:z representative, TEe collaction
should rot be hancdled by a staff fgrorant of its volue,

- It 1s essential that the staff in-charge of the collacticn
be qualified enough & te abtle to assist »d guide

@ reader to benefit trom the manuscripts,

9
" If the manuscrints are reguestad byhuser, it is

necessary thzt tre staff informs thez user of tiia value of
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the materiais nhe is borrowing, He shoutd alse recommend
that gooa care be taken while using the material ard that
the mamscripts must be returned intact, The statf owes
1t a auty to check the conditions and completeness o1 the
manuscripts betore and after the user's consultation,

It is recommended that lending out of the munuscript
materials to users should continue to be strictiy pronidited.
Fhovograpnic reproduction however, can be permitted, This
is advantageous, because, instead of takin. notes or copying a
whole manuscript, a user can photocopy what he wants,

Thus his visits te the repository will be reduced and his
travel expenses diminished, The user 1s thus free to study
the document at his leisure, More over, photocopying facility
can help in deeongestinege the study roome, thus providing

space for other users who may prefer to use the materials in
the study rooms,

It is therefore recommended that each repository should
be equipped with adequate and faster photocopving machines
so as to cope with the anticipated increase in demand,
Charges for photocopying service should be reasonable,
Similarly, provision should be made for those? who may wish
to own micrefilm copies of the manascripts,

One of the most significant obstacles to maximum utili-
zation of the Sokoto Caliphate Collection is the fact that
the greater percentage of the works are in .rabic and even
those written in Nigerian Languages areyendered in the Arabic
alphabets, So any research work that necessit-tes the use

of the materials requires mastery of the irabic lansuage.’
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There is the urgent need to eradicate this serious obstacle
S0 as to facilitate effective consultation ~nd utilization
by large number of researchers and scholars,

In order to provide a lasting solution tc this problem,
it is necessary that all the works be immediately trans-
literated into the Roman script, More importantly alse,
these Arabic works should not be left to remain for ever in
their manuscript forms., Efforts should be made to edit,
translate and publish them. As the original works constitute
a rather distinct linguistic entity; the transliterated and
translated works on the one hand;and the original manuscripts
on the otner, need to be stacked separately. This will ensure:
that the archival characteristic of the manuscripts is retained.

For successful execution of the gigantic projects of
transliteration and translation, the various languape
research centres or language departments in Nircerian
Universities should be involved. Examples ot such centres
include the Hausa Language €entre, Centre for the Gtudies of
Nigerian Languares, and Nigerian and African Languazes

Lepartment located at Sokoto, Bayero and Ahmadu Bello

University respectively, _ 'Qm
Furthermore, it 1s recommended that all Islamic oriented
bodies or organizations like the Jama'at Nasril lslam,
Islamic Trust of Nigeria and Islamic Education Trust, te
menition but only three, should be activelyv involved in tnis
gigantic task. These organizations should adequotely and

generously sponsor the project, Similarly, all
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proeminent Arnazic a2nd Islamic Schol-rs wno have born aoking
tremendous contributions towards the promotion of Islm -nd
~#rzplc Larnguage in the Country shnould take up tihe ciiallenge
of editing and trensleting these very viltal worlis,

To exrose the edited znd translated works Uc bthe outside
rd,
blishing

1

World, it is necesszry to publish them, In this regs
the Nigerian publishers like the lorthern Nigerian pu
cempany, Huda-ruda Fublishing Company, Islamic publication
Bureau and other companies noted for the publiciotion of
Islemic books should engage in publishing the transloted worksg.
The publishers should also consider the possibility of
publishing the most imrortant works in non-boow Zormats like
microfilms and microfitches, They should «also rublich
and jssue publishers catalogues of tze translaioa ad publizshed
works to Litraries, .rchives, “rabic documenzaiion Cenirazs

2nd all other informzotion ard education Sepvice institu
Certainly, this urndertzking will ~»rovicde ample oppertunity

to meny researchers -nd scholers igsnorant of  rrtic-ajzmi.

It will also exmosa tne entire collaction to the ganeral

public,

encourage znd sporsor both their sta

I
{
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"
O
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(]
L
[
bee
!
it
[

to rublish zrticles relating to tn:
Manuserigts Material, The articles should s It

naticnal and Internsational journals or n2awsSDapeIs,

To further ernlishten the public a2bout the cillstence of

trese valuable but hitherto not well xnown coll:ctivn, there
is the need to organize exhibition programs on roul:p

snould conprise the

For wider rublicity, the participants shoulld conp :
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local private collectors,schol.rs, religious and traditional
leaders, Islamic bodies and organizations, Language research
Centres, print and electronic media, and all oth=sr information

and educational service agencies,

The importance of the exhibition ¢zn not be over-emphesiseds
It basically provides a forum for ovublicising this unique
and rare collection to the generality of the rceorle. and the
people come to know not only about its (the collz:ction)
existence but also its relevant value to them, he exhibition
also strengthens the bond of cooperation between t.:2 private
collectors and the varicus irabic documentation Tenvres,
It again enhances cooneration and exh-nge »f m lori-is
between the different centres. “hile f£o the nutlisiers, ithe
exnibition offers them a good opportunity fto ascess -tne
Marketability of the rpublished manuscrict wnrks., They will
also know what further improvements they wouid m-ike regarding

the rublications.

dnother importent srea that tne ~rabic documentation
Zoashon O

centres should pay sr~«cial attention 4» s ™2  ccooperation,

It is a well known f=:ct thzt nordof th= Centres con claim
to te selfasufficiect in the ‘rabic anuscrivts. So what
is available in one centre may not 2 found in

in order to provide effsctive snd s3-~tilsi-~clory
. Rt {cndy
service to researcher-s =zrd sch

very strong znd workable cooperation should beo 25tnol
Threugh this coorerstion, maruscripts con <o ulily

torrowed, photocopisd or even exchangad detween "i1:» Cantras,
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However, for the cooperation to be effective, adequate
transport facility should be made available, This is
essential especially because of the distances tetween the
existing centres of documentation. These centres are located
in Sokoto, Kano, Zaria, Kaduna, Jos and Ibadan to mention but
most important and the well known ones, Any bureacratic red
tapism that is likely to Jeopardise a smooth operation of
the cooperation should be eliminated as well.

It is very useful for the centres to orcanize, on
frequent basis, conferences, symposia, semin.rs, workshops
and tne like, These are essential avenues {cr Lthe exchange
0t ideas and expariences, They also lead to the enhancement
of mutual uncderstanding and cooperation amonzst the ceatres
of documentation. Through such meetings all the problems
afflicting the centres vertaining to the mrnuscript
collectién will be exposed and <ecliberated upon. Subsequently
some lasting remedies can collectively be round for them.

In conclusion, it is important to draw the attention of
all the Migerian library schools to the contribution they can
make in this field., There is no doubt whaf so ever thut
ialified personrel in the field of archival nanagement
are generally lacking, Talk less of those who specialise
in the manazgement of Arabic manuscript materials, Tuis 1is
not suprising because training In this imrortint snd highly
relevant aspect of librarianship i3 relegatad to the background,
For example, the Departmenrts of Library Sciuince 1n ahradu

Bello University, laria,

i R R P s R R Lo
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Bayero University, Kano, ard Universities of iniduuri -nd
Ibadan have not yet introduced 2 training progzranme along
that line; abﬁijh. the greater proportion of the arabic
Manuscript literature in the country was producud nd is

presently kept in those aresas,

Of course, it is not unknown tc these Libr >y i3chools

that,unlike other printed items, ~rabic Manuscricts are

5

unicue and complex materials, #8 such spgecial i ining ond

"3

eéxperience are required for their prover orzani:-tion »nd
administration, The need for developing a trairning prosramme

in this area is therefore evident,

Se¢  the Nigerian Lizr:ry schosls should, s 1 mit*er
of urgency, rationalize their programnes o refl:ct tha
local needs, This can be achieved by broadienin: tnair
Course contents to encompass =2 specific curriculum th-t will
address itself to the problem of collaction, processing,
organization, vreservation, restoration and minz 2nent of

the Arabic Manuscript$:

In the fin2l analvsis, it is srtronesly honel i £ the
goverrment, all tre authorities and various instiiutions,
organizations as well as the irdividuals mention.d earlicor
or. will join hands tosether towards tna imnrOV?m«ntaﬁf te
Sokoto Calirhate Collection, They should 211 r= lice thi:t
trey =re doing = great, meritorious an”h}aﬂkmkﬁzyﬂtrl“u ions
tounrds the preservation of one of the nation's mest -

lizportant cultursl heritage, With it3 imrrovement, the

collection will, more than ever before, continu: lo hi_ve a
far reachaing impact on the Seal=l, acormomiec and colbilicel

prezress of our great country, :ii:eria,
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Librrry Scicence Depnrtment,
dhmadu 3:¢lie Univ.orsity,
Zari=,

31st li~rch, 193

G‘.

L4

Decr Sir, ,

48 part of tre regulremoent
of Litrary Sciencs: of ths Ahm-du
T am conducting ~ rere-~rch on Thiz -5r.cic
the Sokoto Crlivi~%te in Miforian iibr-mic

3 for too oward of Haster
3olis University, Zaria,
-1 Zolloction of
g —rul avenlves.

T purpose of e sbudy iz £y esta-lish the
apdl loo=tions of tv~ “orks

exizterce, nuxy eric ctrenf*h
of t'e 19th Century ! koto Jinadists ',oﬁ_-ﬁtlvelv

LU

refered to as the Soxoto Caliphate Jclisction), This

reserrch also intends to study the taeciciic 1 opevations
(2cquisition, catalomuing »n! classiif:a:;or} ~frecting
thiis special collection, Cther orens 1l restorstion,
preservaiion, maint 2nsnce, utilization oiud Cooperation

will simil=rly he looked into,
. To ocotnin » very ~decunte dant on tle <hove zajor

oper~tions ~s trey ~ffoct tre collectlon, the question-
n-ire (which is ~tt-c-.d horewith) v~z to be léngthy
indced,

It is hoped th~% Jou will -ttend to this
guestionnaire, aAnd vour regnonge in thls connoxien will
not only be -ppreci-tud bus R b€r 13 ir zirict confidurce.

Thank you for your coope r~tisn,

. - T Tyr
Yours sincor iy,

Ahmad pdue Balrr-be, - ,



5.

QUEST IONNAIRE _
SoMe

SOKD10 CALIFHATE COLLECTION IN,ﬁIGSﬁEgN
LIBRARIES AND ARCHIVAL INSTITUTIONG.

Baekground Informotion nbout tha Library/Archive,

Nome of Libr-ry/Arehivei—cwamencam. -t 8 o e e
Yhen wes it e3tablished? —weeeecaccce—cmccmeenwecoo
Do you keep speecial colleetions? Yes —ce—w NO =w-w

If yes, list the kinds of speecial colleetion which

you have:
e e e o e e e o
11, cemmeee o — - ————————
1ii, ~asman o o g g 2 0 e e e e e e
v, =—e-u - - - e e g s e e o e
Ve ~oeme-a - - i e - —————
vi, Otrers: o e 0 ot e e e e

—.-—---o--u--ru-—-—-—-———--——---—-----—-——-—.—_--—-

.Vhat is the totel number of Speeial llaterials in

the Library/Arehive Fresently? wememccmmmaeaao

Do you have any materials related to the Sokoto
Caliphate in your collections? YeSimem——meee 0l mm——

If yes, since when did *he Library/irchive stare

I3 tre r-te of erewth and devalopment sf the Soxoto

Caliphrte Chllaction in your Librery/irchives



10.

g I P

y o

2,

3.

L.

5.

ia R’!pid? e

iii, Slow? <====- -

ilhat is the reason for any of the above?

———— i —— " ——

———— —— —— i ———————— e T Tk .

———— - ———

For wh~t uses do you keep the Cellcction?

g - - - — i ———— —————— -
g ———— o — ——— T — | o o o T -

Budget and Finance:

Doaes your Library/Archive h-~s an annual budget of
its own? Yes: ~—=me—wa No:  —=====
If yes, indic~te the finrncial zlloc~tion in the
following ve-rs:

1983/5l] ccmcmmemecceac—e————.. -

1981 /85 cmmcmmmccem———————————

. 1985/86 —ccmcmmmccece e

Is there 2 special 2llocstion of fund for the
development of the specinl collecticn? Yes——== NO ——-
Placse specify how much h-.s boon sueat in the past
tiiree yerrs either from tlis
the general book vote for tie ovelonmzat of the

Sokoto C»olinh~te Collection:

EERESS A T D . g T ——— ———— . — -
-— -o—--—---——------—_---—_---—-.-_—-——“—-..-—-_-...-..._...--.--
- u——-————--—.—-—-c-u--.--—-——-———-————_——-——-—_--.__--—- -——

Is the money alloc~ted. sufficiznt?

Yes ————————— NO wemccmaaceeo



6,

7

2,

3.

b.

5.

-k
2
—

I Mo, what cnll do you have to moKe for fincncial

1

—— . —

INCrense! e—ccammom———

ho decides on how the budget shall bu expended?

..---——--—---------»-—-—-—--—-—-D---n--q—mn-u-——-——-—--——-

Acruisitinn:

Do you ncauire m-terizls relating to SoXxote Caliphate?

A —— i — o S gl S —

Yes wa-menice—a No
Any written selection policy for the mnteri-ls?

P —— e T W

Yes ——e-ec—em— No

If yes, stote the Policy guiding tho acguisition of

A i S i Ak e Ayl el P G S S sy i Y S —

such m-~terinals

At e AN ok i A i b e v ol = ke S T W W o e T A S — i ¥

et P T e b = ) o . T itn ol o " S e g, -t Ny, = -

-y - — -

e . — . — it . —— S gt s VI . il - . -

Is there 2ony bibliographical tools or other aids
used for sclacting the items? .

YiS —mmemmee——— NO emmmmmceaa

If yes, st~te the tool(s): s e e

If No, kow do vou come to know ~bout the existence

of an item to bl ~CQUIred? e-mcmme—ccmeec————a————

A gl s et o A i A e v M Ay

e b -
- A ke e g T S g W g s bl it e Ak iy e S S T —— T T kot S e i e W A

Wino selects the materi-~ls to be ncquircd? ¢

j_ - T — o W M e b S D . Sl A S i D D vl St S bl ol Al o e D k. o v



Ve

_-—_-—..—-—-—-—.n.——---—----gua—-.-—---——--n—--n.---—--

8., Ilow ~re the materirls ~cquired?

o i A s A T S gy D g} s el A L ek gy A Ry e

Purch~se7

A s Ak o e A P o sk Sy P o TN g gy L sl gk e ik S AN A S ek

Gifte

e oyt —— Sy e B A St A . Sy A, A —

Don~tion?

i o S ——— iy A S k. Sy . e S Sy T S s g N S A

Txchange?

— . — A ——— o — 1 —— —— A oy gt T T . W S W

Lown?

— o — ——— — T . W - A by v —

Leg~1 devosit?

Bequeath?

Others (Pls., SpeCify)! —memesm—mccccmccann——

L Nl i iy A i —— T A ———— 1 a2t . . b B gy o Sk ——

v A S ik iy i v S ———— Tt S e T T vt S o T M i g ——

9. Vhat sorts of materials do you acquire?

i.

10,

materinls?

BOOKS ~reeseme—ccam e mre et e — e
Prmphlots cemee e s e e e e
M-NuUSCriplts cemcmcmcm s e - ——
Otz :rs (Flense, SDeCify) commmecmvnmsencaa

N T o ——— T ——— i . sk B T S ek . @ A S R W e L Ay Ty v

A e D S T —— n o AR o Sars bl S Ty, W ity e L g P ke e

Whnt problems do you encounter in aeuitiring the

T S i o o i gy S ey A S8 o, i S Yl —— iy S " —

-
A I S S Sy Sl . o o . . ke, W i M el n A T T iy, T e . A P U Aak S o

"

A Aty - S -
- i i iy T N kS . P S il I o e s i kT P T ke oy s it ey b

o —— - — -
R T A o T Tl Al Gl 0 il k. Tk g ke il s gl b e ey W Ay - W T Ay
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13.

1’-1--

15‘

o
Aad

-

Do you h-ve ~ definitc period of the yeir when you

acquire the m~terizls needed? YuS —--=—= NO =m=—-

If yes, Ple~se, gt-te the period cnd prensons:d

e A Al S s Al it .——....—_-—_...--.-.—_.-o.n-—-—-——--—..—-__.n———_—----

ot i b —— v
-‘---—.—-n-—-nnv-v--———.--l--.--—-——-.‘-—ﬂ - — ] —— - -

‘fhat is the time lag between selection ~nd acquisition

of the ltems: =—m———mm=———=—==oo

.——--——---—v--_-.‘._-_-u-——-—n-u-—-————————_-—74«---—--a-—-u-——-

CFD o s e e v et o

iny rencsons behind this time 1247

¢ 3 i o A o F o

. ..,-.o--u---——-———u—--u---—-—-—-—_.—---——-.--M_...—_—.--q._-..—-—-.-—.

tgr meny Sokoto Caliphnte m~terials are-~dded to

your Collzctions annu~lly?

_..—-——-—--—-_.-—--.—.-————_.——ﬂ—-——--——--»-o--...--q..—--—”-—--

—— e

fpzsicrl gh-rjgﬁeristics of the Colleection:

5%

lHow many of the Sokoto Crliphita Joctmuents mre in
the following formnts? .

11, Pamphlet ——-cememm—e———sm—mmie e —mo e

iv, MONOET DI —wmemsce— e ammac e — o —me e~ r——-
Ve LetiOr ~mmom—mcmm e e e e m S S m -
vi, fudinaVisur]l ceccdcacscrmmai st e m— =

vif, Others (502CLfY): =emmmmmmem—cm—ommmme———-

A . T e A ] e T T g b gy At S e R S S —

kD S i N WY A A Ak e el e M N g
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2, In wh~t l-ngu~ges ~r¢ the documents written?

i, Fulfuld: =-e-m-=-e= (How @71y} —======e==-

1i. Ar-bic (How m ny) —e-eecmmcmeesmowoeeneo
iii. Hquq (HOTH :n"‘ny‘) s o e S Y S g o Ak i PV S At o D S e

iv, Trmnshek (How mony) ==—-ecewe—esoseo——————

v, Othcrs (How mrny) —e--ss—esmmo—semwescosne—

oy — T iy Y AP Sy b U T i i ok o P kg A A . S S A PO o o S it

3. Vhat subject fields does the collcection cover?
i - ﬂ--n---—--—ﬂ--—-——----ﬂﬂ----“---“—-_--ﬂ‘Mﬂ—-ﬂ-

T — A A U T o rah P T S W i Al -

i, =om— e

1ii, mmmeimmm e s ——————

iv,

— o ——y t— —— it o ki A el Ayt f

V.

Vi, wecmmem————————————

Vil, commcmmameecace—c——————

K. How mony of th:< coll.cticn ~re in th: following forms

of refercrcs works?

i, Offici-1/%3cvernaneat JoounCi iy ——meemmmoea—

ii. Letters w—mo—mmemmccmcc o m————————
iii - Fi lt':S e vk kS oy A L . S et 808y el W T
iv. R!:‘portS T S S e Sy el el v N g Al s e g g o . il

V. Confeorunce procesdings —eremwememeaccoaono

w0 Wl, ME@BLigS wemmmm et i —————

Viii. :’T' ps N Sl AR ke g S ki SR S ok W S sy S e 8 ks S S Ao i S Sk S .

1X, DiOIT " PRICS mcemcac e e e e o

b BibliOEr" :th. .\S 4 Tl b RS R ok AV ek SRR S o Sk Sl mmk et e e ———

xio Oth&l"S (Spcci.f:{) e Al 3 Ll 0 T e Sk e e s

T C Ly . X
L S S S SN SC RN

T - ke L g ek e s o

A ol S —— A — S T s A . 0y Sk k. S el .

- . o .. .
Ty T e Al L N Sl i Ty W iy 8 % 4 0 g Y W gy W - . St W g

. e L -
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Do you wish to mmkKe furthur communts on this section?

-.—---...-—------...--..——-.—-———--..-.—_-pu—-w-.- | ot TR S ot Do A Y e T i A

A — AL T k. S gy At i S e ~mE -—.u-—-...-u—-o-——...—_-—-.-—m..._.o.--_._..._-—-..—.---_4..4--._...

-_.,-.-...—-—.-——-.4-.-...--...—n——-n_-u-—-u—.——m-ﬂ-qmam—-‘-ﬁ--—-—---——-——-d—

Crzopnizotion:

Cataloguing:

Sre the Sovoto O-linkmate motori Iz o talogued nnd
clnssifisd? Yeg wemmmemee 3 cecamacno-

Tf cotalogued, do vou k=ap n seprrets cntologue for

Mmat type of cetaloguing rules do you user?
i. Anglo-imericen Cetalozuing ule (British Text)
ii. Anglo-American latalogziln: Rules (lmerican
Text) |

iii, Others (Please specify) —weemm—ecmcccce——-

-
Tt D t o ok . D il S e b Btk Sl W Sy ot S S S . W S gy S, S, gy

Iz the cat=loguing rule adopted ademiste Jor your
use? YeS mmmcmmeacan MO mee—memcem—c—an
Eadn 41
If lo, what problems do vou esncontar in cataloguing
the mseterisls? With svecizl relarance tog
I, AUthOP! cmme i — e m e ————
11, TI£1€: cmcmcc e cc e — e
111, Subject: ccmamameeenae
i_v. ™ e e IS : T ot feo o
Imprint (?lrca/tutlisher/l e 27 publication)

D e R S R T - L g oy ik Tk S i YO . . s B ¥ ik Al A i g oty S . i A
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------—.—-n-—-——----u---n-—-n———n-.n_—-—-.-q._-——q.

i iy b Y i e et S — i . Sy b Aok iy Pt Ak gl o A el el S =S

o
e g

v. Other problems {(FPlease spocliy

[ ———— S et et e et A e S — A -

e e o A o . S A W e St Tl W A L ot} Sk St S Tt i = S

—--n----n---..———-—-.——m—_-------u-—_q——--—.mn——w—_—»--——‘-

callection?

N A

6, “hat type o coialozue do you use Jo. Tre

1. DHCHLAV I TV mmm oo e om s e e s e e e e e e
ii, Classificed w-cmccmcvmm s e .—
iii, Both =em—=e—wm— o e i e % ko ot e v B«

7. VWhet form nf cotalogue do you provide?
i, Cerd form swamcame s e e e e
i1, Sheaf FOPM =e—mmeoccmccmc e ——————
111, BOOK FOIM mmmmmmmm e m oot e o m e
iv, StripdeX cocmmmcmmc et e

() Clasgification,

+ e ——— e I~ A i . S e

lu g

If the m~ferrials are classified, whot classification

o

.
scheme is being used?

i. Dewesy DJecimzl clazsification: =eemom—mnv—a—-

1i, Librery of COHEr285: —mmememm—weremo—ae——a

iii. Universal Decim>l classilicitiing wemeemes

iv, Colon T1agSificitinn: mememmmmme—comea———

e Ve Bliss Classilicoticn: meccmmccmmccnona
R e s e W el W S ke g o A ol ks Tt S A A gy W . . W
o ——— gy T o o g il S e Bl Y g ek el v i o Wl S Ayl vl M ik

9, 1Is tie classification Scheme ir use ~fte.ucte ~nd

=21lright fOor your uUse? Y18 —meemmmmere 100 wcme——ee
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1.

12,

13.

.

]
»

—h
L]
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If No, wh-t peculi~r protlems do yvua luce in classi-

fying the Sokoto Caliphuie aateris Lst

PR —————E R itk Rttt

9--———-----m—-*—&-—_'-—_.--t‘-—.-——--ﬂ.;ﬁnHuﬂu-wu—“-ﬁﬂ—--‘m—ﬂ-

g e e At Tk e Y . o i S o k. S A S A R A e S L8 L ot S T el A L L A e L T ST

tie schone?

Is there anv modificstion in the uvos ol

e 1 ¥ A o

If yes, kindly expliin: wee--swormo—cseveom—w-—eno-

e T o T o — b f b F gt Al ek ke A S Mt e Sk S R e b A S g A s el

il A iy S e S ot it =l A . sy Sy S e AN T S W o gt " ek ot Y Sy S T S - Ak VM A% W g ———

Py iy Y b o bt T Y A o it sl ot el =P P e gy L AL Y T A i i i ok O S i b gy ke o . - il k.

Mlease expl-in whetner the protloms of Cat~loguing
and clessifiction (i ~ny) impede cffoctive

orgnniz~tiyn ‘nd utiliz~tion 2F the m~tori-las:

A e A A R o ey W i A g b B ko S ket i Ak B it v e gk W e i WS A

Nt S — " bt St o b it

— - - _ -
- - e e e R R v

Is there -ny other zuide provided <. ~1low sy
retrievnl and use of the docuwicint{s] —mmcamcecoaoaa
----ﬂ------—ﬂ--ﬂ-“---”---

— oy ey S Sy b N Pt sl Grn i A . e g i VS et

Bt -
O ey o Sy T g S S il il T g i " S T e - P Y S g s . Wi S g gy, T Y et ety .

Ke~dorts ngvicea: L : o

—_u

T .. -
Is every PoA ~1lwad to use the calletion?

- *
Y8 ~= cmcmmee o MO e mmerm————



3.

5.

-3

i . a e 3 At T L
ot crtegories of people use the collaction?

1, Students mememmcmemmm—eoesmo—e s e e s s oo
1i. LeChurers s—c—ms—ssccocommsouonmmesssemmes
iii. Rese rchiors ——rme—asms—se—ceooswoesowsmsmo-s

iv, Others (Flenss, Sp.oify) mee—se—cm——ecw——--

R — At e b | e S S W A T W o d o gt Sl L gy Sy APl ey o St
— i ——_ - —

For wh-t progr-om -re stud:ints ~llovcl TO Usw the
¢ollection®
i, Undergr-~du~t: Drogrofl =-—-ceceece coesas—eo
ii. Postor-dutts Progroll —e—eescememceom e ———
1ii., Otrhers (Pli~sz, SPeCliy) meemecwas—mcac~e
For how long is wour p-~tron nllow.:d To us: ~ porti-
culor mrtericl Por dAry? mmmee s e

i el A g . T - . o i o ot St A A —— o — " i g W T ——  —— iy -

How m~ny itomz is ho ~liowved £o consilt ot o time?
Arorogely now mony poorle corsult Ul colloction
d:‘__ily? e i S G A e P i S P A ks il W i il iy iyt il st A P s TP bt mak gy S o ey S kel P SO
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