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ABSTRACT 

T h i s d i s s e r t a t i o n examines a l a r g e l y n e g l e c t e d 

theme o f Mwangi ' s n o v e l s , b e t r a y a l . N e g l e c t o f t h i s 

theme r e s u l t s i n d i s t o r t i o n , and i n some i n s t a n c e s , 

t o t a l m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f Mwangi. T h i s l i m i t a t i o n i s 

common w i t h a few c r i t i c s of Mwang i ' s work. These 

c r i t i c s a r e c o n t e n t w i t h w r i t i n g about t h e o b v i o u s ; t h e 

i l l s o f t h e s o c i e t y w i t h o u t f i r s t examin ing t h e 

fundamenta l c a u s o ( s ) . 

The d i s s e r t a t i o n t a k e s a c l o s e r l ook a t t h e n o v e l s 

o f Meja Mwangi w i t h no t o n l y t h e i n t e n t i o n o f 

i d e n t i f y i n g t h e ' o r i g i n a l s i n ' , bu t what o r who was 

r e s p o n s i b l e f o r i t and t h e c o n s e q u e n c e s o f t h e e n t i r e 

e x p e r i e n c e . The s t u d y p r o v i d e s a t h e o r e t i c a l framework 

b y f i r s t examin ing t h e o n t o l o g i c a l d e f i n i t i o n o f 

b e t r a y a l b e f o r e r e v i e w i n g f u n c t i o n a l d e f i n i t i o n s b y 

o t h e r w r i t e r s . 

B e t r a y a l i n t h i s c o n t e x t i s s e e n a s a n e g a t i o n o f 

i d e a l s . I n e v i t a b l y , t h e n o v e l s o f Mwangi a r e a 

s e r i o u s i n d i c t m e n t o f b e t r a y e r s who a r e l a r g e l y l e a d e r s 

o f t h e p e o p l e . The n o v e l s a l s o de fend t h e c a u s e o f 

t h e o p p r e s s e d a s w e l l a s p r o f e r , i n some i n s t a n c e s , 

s o l u t i o n s t o t h e c y c l i c a l a p o s t a s y . The s t u d y a l s o 

examines t h e s o u r c e s o f t h e a u t h o r ' s c r e a t i v i t y , h i s 

v i s i o n and r e s p o n s e s o f t h e p e o p l e . 

Mwang i ' s a e s t h e t i c s i n c l u d e a n e f f e c t i v e u s e o f 

s e t t i n g a s w e l l a s s y m b o l s , e s p e c i a l l y Timau P o l i c e P o s t 



in Carcase for Hounds, Number Nine in Kill, Me Quick 

and Development House in Going Down River Road. He also 

pays a t t en t ion to d e t a i l s such as s t r ee t f i l t h and 

odour. 

This, reader deduces that the disharmony in colonial 

soc i e t i e s and the subsequent chaos in the neo-colonial 

era are t raceable to be t raya l . While this-reader knows 

tha t Mwangi is not r ad ica l ly different from h is 

predecessors, he acknowledges tha t he is refreshi ngly 

new, blunt and r e a l i s t i c . 




































































































































































































