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ABSTRACT 

This study is descriptive; it examines the spectrum of 

Englishes covered by the term Nigerian English (NigE), from a 

syntactic perspective. 

In Nigeria, we are faced with a linguistic continuum 

ranging from pidgin through Broken/Non-standard English 

varieties to the standard. Nigerian speakers generally and 

actively control a wide range of this continuum which 

manifests itself in considerable linguistic variability. The 

important question then, is 'how do we account for and 

systematically describe this continuum or variability?' 

This work is therefore a useful addition to studies in 

'Varieties of English Around the World'. 

The introductory chapter presents a summary of the 

development of Local Forms of English (LFEs) in the new nation 

states, and highlights the call by the Hawaii Conference that 

'English' should also mean vthe English of non-native speakers 

treated in its own right and accepted on a footing of 

equality'. 

Chapter Two deals with the theoretical framework, the 

review of literature in variation studies and relates these to 

the study of the LFEs. We see a similarity between Derek 

Bickerton's basilect-mesolect-acrolect schema (without their 

implicational relations) and three varieties of Nigerian 

English and opt for a modified linear scalogram. 
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The field techniques adopted in the study are highlighted 

in Chapter Three. These are participant-observation in four 

different social contexts [Soccer Adventure, (SA); Campaign 

Train, (CT) ; Presidential Debate, (PD) and the Story Group 

(SG] , and Written Essays (WE) . Altogether, eighty.four 100 and 

200 Level students from six faculties in Ahmadu Bello 

University, Zaria served as respondents. 

Chapter Four is devoted to the analysis of the data, and 

aims at determining the relationship between sex, context 

and usage. The outputs of the subjects had earlier been 

subjected to both Analysis of Variance (ANOVA) and Scheffe 

Group Tests. 

A summary of the findings is presented in Chapter Five. 

It is observed that while NigE shares most of the features of 

other LFEs especially the West African sub-type, no signi­

ficant relationship exists between sex, context and usage, 

particularly with the standard variety. We also note that the 

use of the features increases as one moves from less to more 

formal contexts. 

It is suggested that SNigE should be the medium of 

instruction and that a pedagogical grammar of the sub-set 

should be developed. 
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