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ABSTRACT 

Education has been considered as one of the most important means to 

empower women with knowledge, skills and the self-confidence in order to 

participate fully and realize their political and economic potentials for 

development purposes. The purpose of this study was to investigate the 

perception of Nigerian women about their political and economic potentials. 

To achieve this purpose, a 52 item questionnaire on a Likert scale was 

designed, validated and administered to 1,114 women, selected randomly 

from 12 states of the Federal Republic of Nigeria and it's capital, Abuja. 

One way analysis of variance (ANOVA), the student t-lest and chi-square 

were used to analyze the data at alpha level of 0.05 level of confidence. 

The findings showed that age plays an important role in the economic 

awareness of women, and that rural women were more inclined to 

participate in political activities than their urban counterparts. The level of 

education of women was found to positively enhance their perception about 

their economic potentials. The illiterate women were found to also have a 

clear view of their economic abilities as compared to their literate 

counterparts. The study also established that urban women had a greater 

perception of their political potentials, but were not likely to participate in 

politics like their rural counterparts. 
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Based on these findings, it was recommended that: 

1. women should be encouraged to seek economic participation at an 

early age. 

2. the level of women's educational attainment should not be used as 

a yardstick for measuring their ability to participate in economic or 

political activities. 

3. the place of residence of women should not be allowed to hamper 

their ability to participate in politics and economic activities. 

4. gender segregation should not hinder women's participation in 

economic and political endeavours. 
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