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ABSTRACT 

This study examined the material resources and the physical facilities in 

two research libraries (CHELTECH and NARICT) in Zaria. 

The survey method was employed for data collection. Instruments used 

were questionnaires, observations and interviews/checklist. The standard 

employed was IFLA/UNESCO Special Library Standards as a benchmark. 

The data generated were analyzed using simple percentages, frequency 

distribution and bar charts. 

The findings showed that most of the material resources such as books, 

pamphlets, periodicals, newspapers, technical reports etc were available in the two 

research libraries as specified in the Standard. 

In the case of physical facilities, such as catalogue cabinet, card trays, shelf 

stands, display and newspaper racks, carrels as specified in the IFLA/UNESCO 

Standards, some of them were available, and in current use and did not need 

improvement Seating facilities, and air conditioners were also available but 

needed to be repaired or replaced. In the case of NARICT Library other facilities 

such as dictionary stands, stripdex and book trolleys needed to be provided: For 

CHELTECH, facilities such as exhibition halls, lecture halls, meeting rooms for 

orientation, staff training, dictionary stands, stripdex, cardex, book trolleys and 

carrels should be provided as specified in the Standard. 















































can access the material through adequate provision of information and access 

points. 
Olorunshola (1997:12) noted that the provision of information can be made 

more effective and efficient with the use of electronic information and training of 

users in handling these materials in the library. 

Spoonly (1997:7), observed that, to a large extent, information technology 

in society as a whole, is used only for mundane tasks with little effect. He noted 

that, audiovisual materials shows promise of offering an alternative to lectures and 

books at a much reduced cost, and networks like Internet permit a learner to search 

the world for information and knowledge. This statement was supported by Ike 

(1986:113), who noted what needs to be done to improve the status. These include 

librarians becoming aware of the value of acquiring all media including 

audiovisual materials as sources of information for their users; actual acquisition 

of relevant audiovisual materials, proper organization of such collections as they 

are acquired, and ensuring that the library clientele use the materials so organized. 

Ruzz (1981) emphasized the importance of having audio-visual materials in 

any library collection. In fact, library resources will be inadequate in our 

contemporary library operation without audio - visual materials. Kabashian 

(1980) emphasizing the value of ephemeral library resources added that 

photograph collections in libraries are vast but relatively untapped resources. She 

noted further that photographs are resources which must be preserved and made 

available to the public. 
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