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ABSTRACT

For the nost part of ones life to date one has been
a student of one form of formal education or other.
From the wealth of experiences fromthese fornms of
education, one could not be conversant with one m ght
term "the student problent, this of course places one
in a good position to advocate for the need to inprove

the general welfare of students.

Finally, arrived at a decision to design a
comunity living space for Abuja University Students to
be known as STUDENTS UNTON COMPLEX. Realisation of the
fact that other welfare buildings |ike Churches/ Chapels,
Mosques and Cl assroons cater for only a cross-section of
the students was considered as an added advantage to

this thesis.

This thesis report in its first part deals with the
i ntroduction. This is followed by literature review of
Col | ege/ Students' Union Buildings. Lastly in this part,
are the case studies of existing Students' Union/Centres,

where a critique is done to the Union buildings.

The second part deals generally with the necessary

i nformation on the University, site and thesis problem
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Information and basic data, in this stage attention was
given to the site and its environnental factors, which
are anong ,the factors determning the design, as they
formthe basis for the guidelines Leading to design

process.

In the next staple, attention was focussed on the
various processes of design, I|ike programm ng,
schedul e of accommobdati on, conceptual devel opnent and

the final stage and its report.

Programm ng process sheds nore light on the
mul tiple functions of the students' Union conplex, wth
a viewto comng up with a conprehensive brief for the

proposed Uni on conpl ex

Concept ual devel opnent, deals wth the analysis and
synthesis of various concepts or factors in the process

of conceptualizing the design.

The final design evolved as a result of translating
various analysis and functions. The design report is an
evaluation of the design in terns of its operation and
the problens encountered and the likely ones in its

executi ons.
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CHAPTER - ONE

INTRODUCTION
Over the past decades, physical anthropologists
have been concerncd with the documentation and
description of human body, size variability and its
apnlication to design. A significant problem
continue to exist, This is in the communication of
the documented knowledge to the wide variety. of

patential users, the design community,

This thesis is primarily concerncd with the
arrangement of spaces in a Union building and its
effects on stimulation of interaction amongst

students, and its .community, i.e.,, the neighbours,

The interaction between human heings and their
environment have bccome ufbgrent interest and
impoqtnnce to modern civilization. Aiung with the
popularization of ecologmy, concepts such as "spaceshir
earth" and the visihle'deterinrutiun uk portions of
the environment, scientist and others have begun to
systematically investignte the consequences of
environmental conditions and the imnlications of

human alteration of these conditions.



The environment éxerts a pervasive influence
over our social systems and our individual cxpeEience
and behiaviours, As we modifly our surroundings and
extend our development technologically, we must
consider the degree to which man has psychologically
abused and caricatured by the technology which it
controls., While we tend to think of ;)lII‘RO|Vt‘H as
masters of the environment we are necessarily
involved in a continuous interchange with our
surroundings. In this respect, we are no better than
our phylopgenctic predecessors although we may have
superior adaptive capabilities we must still cope with
even the most mundane occurrences in our daily lives,
Our behaviour can be conceptualized as a dynamic
sequence of adjustments and re-adjustments to our
social and physical environment, We may not always
be aware of this coping responses, but the sun and
moon, wind and rain and terrain and characteristics
of the land all affects our lives and require us to
predict and cope with their effects. When we consider
our built environment, offices and homes, shops and
highways, city and streets and parkint the consequences
for expericence and behaviour are just as important,

but less evident,
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A survey of some cumpﬁs?s iﬁ the country, has

shown that most Universities do not1hn¢e huildings
set aside for students' Union activities or where
provided, have inadequate facilities to cater for the
students. Indecd, the establishment of a community
kind of setting on our campuses is a step in the

right direction, for it does not only provide students
':with the opportunity of meeting to shére knowledge but

it also intergratce them with immedinte neighlours,

Reaiization of the forego{nﬁ hééﬁs, inspired the
idea of undertaking this thesis, in which attemnts
.would he made to incorporate in a building the
comnunal facilities to be unsed by students of the

University of Abuja.

The building is not intended to serve as a
substitute for Church,'Mosque an other traditional
or social iife, but that which can sunply an
'_ absolutely neutral meeting place in which students
of varying shade of creed, opinion and discipline
can foregather for social 1earning'and-reqrentive

purposes.

It is hoped that this thesis will be instrumental

to the improvement of existing relationship between



the students and University administrators and

students' welfare generally.

1.1 MOTIVATION

The drive behind this thesis is the desire to
see the student Union, as a body, developed,
respected and functioning within the academic
environment. It is also envisaged, that this thesis
will show the importance of extra-curricular

activities in the development of the mind of students,

1.2 AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

To supplement or complement formal academic
instruction by enriching and broadening students'
experiences in the arts of politics and adwministration.
The building will also serve a useful purpose for clubs
to conduct activities without obstruction to. general
function of other buildings. To provide a pleasing
Union building design offering favourable conditions
f(_)l‘ creative thinking. To create a forum for
interaction among diverse groups within the
'Univcr‘sitg.r. And the use of landscape: elements;
courts, plazas, etc., to achieve greater cohesiveness
in design, Provision of highly ncces:laihle communal

facilities to ensure greater interaction.

'



1,3  ARCHITECTULAL CONTRIDUTTON
To create an integrated academic environment in ¥

which the various units operate in mutual cooperation.

1.4 SCOI'EL AND LINMITATIONS

In this case, it is anticipated to mect the
needs ol the University's nltimate students projection
for the yeér_zonn and beyond. However, there are
. sowe comnon fnciiitics in all Union biltdings. Given
the apathy o Nigerian University Administrators, the
thesis has been mnde realistic, The building as
proposed will house among other fuﬁctioné,-a'
multi-purpose theatre, library, bnr; restaurants,
shops, offiées, conference room, television/music
room and outdoor spaces nnd plazas. The constraints
bépn Finance from the Federal Goverument and rising

| .
cost of building materials,

1.5 RESEARCI METHODOLOGY . '
Like any other nrchitebtﬁrn! prohlem, this
thesis will involve studies intn space organigation

as a stimulus for interactinn, The procetiure for

f

conducting the research follows the fipure suegested

be low,. "y



lata Collection

Field Research ' Library Research
: fl."f'

Interview = Sauple Survey

(Facus) _ (Purpasive)

l
Case Study Environmental
NData
TABLE - 1

Thus, the data collection will fnllow_thuse two
sources: ficld survey and library research. 1In the
case of library research, books, papers and other
journals have been analysed with the motive to
comprehending the ideas and views reparding the desipgn
pr;nciples. And case study, personal observations

and environmental data will cap the research,

¥

Field researclh on other hand, will depend on

purposive sample surveys and focus interviews,

.
LI r
r
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Deductions from personnl observation {n fiecld
and research fFindings as well as responses during
interviews are analysed to assess people's view with
regards to critical design issucs. Finally, assessment
by environmental data which enhances the analysis of
" prevailing environmental condition hoth in micro and
macro levels of the site for the proposal as well as
physical features around the site are nnalysed with

the aim to adopting the proposal to these ever enduring

forces.

1.6 USERS AND CLIENTS
The users will mainly be the students and the

University as the clients,



CHAPTER - TWO

LITERATURE REV1EW

Thé présent'regular physical setting for
socializing students on the campuses is rather a recent
. developument. Though most tertiary institutions of
learning have always had some occasions and places
where students met,‘djscussed, ate o; drank tagether,
Credit for the invention 6f students’' Union goes

jointly to Universities of Cambridge and Oxford both

in England. C h '

The CamhridgerUnion formed in 1815, emerged as a
Union of the three existing Collegé debating societies,
The wain function of course remained debating for the
next fifty years. This Union made use of smnll
backrooms of the Lion Inn or where ever else it could
find accommodation, Part of the proceedings became
dinner before the debate and drink afterwards. The
year 1866 marked another turning point in the history
of this Union, when its activities went beyond
debating. In addition to debating facilities,
provisions werc made for such facilities as reading

room and lounge, where members could research and

discuss the issues of the day, dining and bar services
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as well as Committee rooms, smoking reoom, writing and

a billard room for relaxation.

The Oxford Union formed in 1823, also started in
" the same manner with that of Cambridgé, by Union of
separate debating societies, 7This Union reanted three
rooms at a bookstore in downtown, Oxford in 1829, this
place remained its headguarters until the time it wag
to build its own home. This was as a result of a
worked out financial scheme whereby a graduate coﬁld
become a life member of the Union by an initial payment
of ten pounds. The proceeds of ihis scheﬁé, plus a
versonal donation by the President of one of the Dxford
Colleges, made the realisation of this premier Union
building pdésiblé. This emerged as the first Union

building in the world and was completed in 1957.

The Union in Oxford and Cambridge are lively
socializing centres at both Universities, their original
purpose was to form a University wide society which .
.would cut across separate College lives, to achieve
'-uqity through the understanding of differences as they
are definétely not the oﬁly ones, There is a great
'variety of other independent clubs and societies for
instance, the Dramg, Music, Politics and Arts which
are in no way related Fo Union and ceétainly not

1

.supported by 1t. .
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Oxford and Cambridge were not then community
centres for the entire University community. The
most motivating factor for the creatjion of the
University centre was the need for a place where the
Faculty Staff and their families could meet on
collegiate basis. Oxford and Cambridge Universities
should be remembered to have created interdisciplinary
" academic community for all undergraduates and most
Faculty members from time in memorianl through their

collegiate living and dining tradition,

The significance of these two pioneering Union
could be summed up by saying that they have become a
symbol of the new traditional British two fold system
in education; that is by way of inculcating in students
civilized manner alongside with knowledge especially
in the art of living together and encouraging
independence of students thoughts and actions, also
to infuse thew wilh the idea or feeling of

responsibility for their country's welfare,

The next Union of note in the history of students'
Union buildings is the Toronto University Students'
Union, in Canada. Those behind the creation of the
students' Union, attempted courageonsly with limited

fund, staff and premises to satisfy the students need



1

for social and reéregtiunnl centre. This Union
building was put into use for the fifst time in 1919,
Toront; University.ﬂaft House as the Union there is
ﬁOpuJarly called had unique amenitieQ in the entire

world,
The uniqueness was in its:

i. Unprecendented range of facilities.

ii., Designed to serve all members of the entire
academic community, i.e., students, faculty,

administrative and alumni.

iii. Placing of a unigue trust and responsibility on
the hand of a warden, chosen most carefully for
his qualities of leadership and ability to -
cultivate cultural interest and leadership tnlenfs
in students. The warden was a member of

University's academic staff, as well as in the

President's cabinet,

iv. Placing of considerable responsibility on five
standing committees comprising of faculty, alumni

and or majority of undergraduate students member,

In America, Colleges later around the turn of the

century began to sense the need for students socializing,



The large urban colleges seemed to threatened end of
the academic community living, which the smaller
colleges had known and enjoyed. This was becoﬁing
clear, as a large number of students lived at home or
in dispersed rooms throughoﬁt the large cities, the
fraternities created small intense groups at the
expense of any identification with the student body
as a whole, Fragmentation of the collc#e was further
aggravated with the increusing number’ of student

enrolment and specialization,

The colleges began to perceive the idea of a union
as a place for all students and other members of the
college community to come together and meet informally.
The first American building designed as a union was
Houston Hall in Pennyslavania, which was established
in 1866. The needs in conjuction with posterity

¢
brought a great wave of union buildings after the first
world war., A great increase in number of students and
consequent over stretching of the existing facilitices
led to the emergence of more unions. Thig trend

continues to date when students' union formed an

essential part in campus planning world wide,

Nowever, in the Nigerian context, students' uynion
has always been incorporated in most of our Universities,

master plans, but still constrained by subventions from
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Fedéfal énd University authorities; The activities
and programmes of students' Unions hav? alwayé heen
doomed in the country.  The first Union building in
Nigeria, being that of the University College, Tbadan,

the country's Premier University.

2.1 MEANING OF A.CULLEGE UNTON

College Union could be defined both in terms of
orgﬂnisatibn and bui lding, s aﬁ organisation, it is
the Union of three important College groups; the
atudents, the faculty and the alumpi. Jt is rumn by a
Governing Board, which acts as the overall coordinatgﬁq
of various Standing Committees. These Committees in
turn constitute the real policy implementation group.
Representation in these Committees comprise mainly the
students, Thege Committees are dedicated to the various
nceds and interest of the College community, this

set-up keep the Union dynamic, flexible and busy.

As a building, College Union has varying
characteristics, whether viewed from functional or
physical perspectiive., Functionnally, it is defined as
a community centre devoted to the interest of students
it serves. Physically, Union differ with locations.
Though, both functional and structﬁrn] nhtufé differ,

the overall purpose remain the same,

*
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The Americaé philosphy vistalize College Union
as the "Community Centre of the College, providing for
services, convenicnces and amenities for wemhbers of the
College family needs in their life'on the campus...
part of the educational programme of the College and a
common meeting and social centre", Interpreting this
philosophy into spatial terms, College Union in
America typically provides some or all of the

. :

following:

N
v

r

i. A place for infermal meeting, conversation,
browsing and seating, housed in such spaces,
small and largé lounges, partiesﬁ terraces,

'

routdoor courtyards and amphi-theatres.

B )
~ii, A variety or types of food seryicbs, ranging

from formal wajtresses, servedldining rooms to
cafeterias, coffee shops, snack bars and faculty

dining rooms.

i1ii., 1In its capacity as social and recreational
centre, the Union has provisions for a wide
variety of organised social activities and

indoor recreation,

iv. Either from necesgity - for the reason of being .
[ S

- located far from shopping centre or for
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convenience most Union sell some goods and
services facilities ranging from lhiookstore to
post office, barber shop, remnding kiosks for

cigarettes or co-operative store.

v. Most Unions hoﬁse of fices of student government
) and other organisations and nrovide specialised
premises for such student enterprises as
newspuper and other publications, radio and
television station and photography and hobby

clubs. | - '

vi. The Union traditionally has an educétional
programme,in the cultural, political and civic
'developmunt of the student. Spaces which allow
for these functions include: Art display areas,
Mugic rooms, Theatres, Cbncert balls, Debate
chambers, Hrnwsjng; libraries, periodicals room,

!
lecture rooms, small seminar or wmeeting rnoms and

canference areas,

vii, One of the wmost important functions of the Union.
in many Universities is to provide a tie between
the commuting and the University community,

These are services which the Unions could reunder

for cbmmﬁting students; sleeping rooms available

o



' on nightly basis and faculty mewber so that contact

between them could be simplified,
!

]

The Union is not considered exclusively for
students alone but slso intended to serve as a lihk
between members of the academic and the neighbouring
comnunities, And the building can house some or all
the functions expected in a Union huilding, but this

depends primarily on finance, scope and the geographical

location of the proposed Union cnﬁplex.
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QH&PTER - THREE

CASE STUDIES

This chapter is aimed nt hichlighting the various
elements that could make up a Union and functionnl
relntionshiﬁ of the bhasie spnces.. This will also help
to identify the basic design concept(s) cmployed in
designing such buildings world wide, In nn attempt to
provide a broad base for this thesis design project,
various cxamples were studied from within and nutside‘?”

the cuuntry.

3.1 STUDENTS' CENTRE, AIMADU BELLO UNTVERSITY, ZART&,.
NIGERTA

(a) Site:; The students' centre wns to be leocated

originally in the heart of main cHmMpUS Oon A
site beltweeli Ribadu llall, Cafeteria angd 014
Gymnasium. This Union building site wns moved
to a new site far away from the nresent campus
centre, to a new site along the University Diam

nearer to the Drama Village,

(b) Clicat: Ahmadu Nello University, Zaria, Nigeria.

(¢) Architects: Olomu, O. ., Macanlay, I°, and

Ugbabe, L. 0. .



(d) General Deseription: This buildine is made up

of two distinct wings which are semi-circular
wing and auditorium wing. The anditorium wing
houses functional spaces like the foyer, thicket
booth, the aunditorium proper with a staze and
backstace rooms such as enstume room, rehearsal

room nnd teoilets,

On its ground floor, accommodation is provided
for such functions like buffet and its store,

kitchenette, printing room, n mini-market and a
games room. In the centre connecting these two

wings is a courtyard (see Figure - 1),

Other services like barbershop, hairdressing
sulobn, cleaners rooms, changing rooms, staircases
and toilets are located in-between these two
wings, The Ilast floor has only guest rooms and

store (Figure - 2),

(e) Appraisal: Lotrances have been provided to take
care of visitors from all directions. Generally,
circulation is highly emphasised in the design

of this building,

(f) Merit: Good circulation is achieved.
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3,2
(a)

(b)

(d)

!
The new site for this building is too far from

the campus centre considering the fact that

majorily of students are pedestrians.
Tnadequate provision of facilities (sec Plates

i~ iv),

STUDENTS' UNION BUILDING, UNIVERSITY OF IBADAN

Site: The Union building is located opposite

the sports centre and far awny from the

University main gate (Figure 3).

Client: University of Ibadan, Nigeria.

Architectss

Gencral Description: The main students' building

houses two floors, The ground floor has
functions like lobby, bar, lounge bar, shops,
offices for Union executives, toilets and store,
This floor is linked to the main cafetérih and
Swiﬁming-ponl by means of covered wnlkings

P

(see Figure 4).

The first floor takes care of functions like

L

the parliamentary antt debate rooms, offices

and a concourse (Figure 5), :

Fl

¥
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(e)

(1)

(a)

(b)

(c)
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Merits
= Compact planning
- Well organised external circulation

- Articulate pedestrian circulation

Demerits
- Lighting inadequate in places like  the corridor,

concourse and toilets,

- Landscaping not properly integrated in the

planning of the layout,

- Lack of inclusion of spaces like multi-purpose

hall, organised supermarket, indoor games room,

- Separation of dining area from the building

(see Plates - v — viii).

STUDENTS' UNION BUILDING, OBAFEMT AWOLOWO
UNIVERSITY, ILE-IFE, NIGERIA

Site£ The Union building is located opposite the

University main hall (Oduduwa llall) and nearer to

the sports centré (Figure - 6).

Client: Obafemi Awolowo University, lle-Ife,

Nigeria,

Architects:
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(a)

(e)

()

(g)

31

General Description: This Union building is an

elongated, rectangular building, housing two floor,
On both sides of the ground floor are free spaces.
Magazines and dailies lounge, a supermarket and a

staircase leading to the first floor (Figure - 7).

The first floor houses such functional spaces like
the lounge bar, reading room, students' Union
Executive Offices, auxilliary stores and toilets,
This floor also has balconies/terraces on either

side (Figure - 8)

Appraisal: Most students seems to have high
opinion of their buildineg for they consider the
fact that it is one of the rare such-buildings you

can find on .the campus.

- Good site location in relation to other buildings.

- Adequate lighting is provided.

Demerits

= Bad location of toilets and poor ventilation of

them.

- The students' executives offices aré inadequate

md exposed to circolation area,
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(a)
(b)
(e)
( 2
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- Lack of inctusion of a multi-purpose hall may

be due to its proximity to Oduduwa lall,

- Facilities provided are grossly inadequate,

(see Plates ix - xii).

STUDENTS' UNTON BUILDING, UNIVERSITY OF KELLE,
STAFFORDSHIRL

Site:

Client: University of Keele, Staffordshire

Architects: Stillman and Eastwickfield

General Description

Facilities for the above activ;ties ﬁnve been
planned to be accommodated in three storeys. The
first floor houses the main communal spaces like

the ballronm,.ldunges, drinking and snack bars and
the Kitchen arranged "ensuite" roumnd a central
circulation area. This area uses full heicht from
the ground floor cuncoﬁrse. Terrnces and staircases
are also prnvided on this floor, this includes a
terrace opening off the lounge coantilevered oaver

the main entrance doors (Figure - 9),

The ballroom which is the most conspicuous part

of the whole building, is a double storey heieht
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with a shallow dommed roof, Directly under this

" ballroom, are offices for the Union Executives,

these rooms have rise~in terrain. There are
provisions for Committee rooms, threc of which
have been planned to be thrown together when the .

neced arises, to give way [or larger meetings,

The remaining part of the ground floor, houses

such functional spaces like a bank, a shop,
barbershop, cloakrooms, stores and a workshop

which opens into a courtyard at the back (Fipure

- 10). 

Most recreational spaces are provided on the

second floor of this building (Figure - 11).

Structures

The structure, including that of the domciover
the ballroom is made up of reinforced Ebncrete;
This is for thc most part left in its natural
state, both inside and outside, a gpbcial white
limestone aggregate has been used, which is

exposed in the .external work to improve

weathering. The building is emphasized by ranges

of exposed columns and covered ceilings in the

*
b

snack bar aml periodicals room (Figure - 12),

t
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(1)

3.5

(a)

(b)
(c)
()

L]

Merits

- TPFits well into its surrowsiings.

",
¥

- [orm composition looks attractive,
- Good pedestrinn circulation

~ Natural lighting is commendable in the building.

Demerits

- Too many staircnses

- Lack of inclusion of information or reception
point for Union members and visitors to the

- building,

- Facilities for recreation, entertainment nnd
services are grossly inndequﬂte..

(Plate - xiii). | T BT

STUDENTS' UNICN BUILDiNG, UNIVERSITY OF ﬁlHGlCK

Site: The site slopes gently from North-west to

South-cast., It is a central site, hdving no views

to exploit and iled to the dcsimﬁ nf an inward

looking, 'winter' building (Figuyre - 13),

Client: University of Warwick

Architects: Alan Goodman and Anthony Short

Gencral Deseription: The building was not

designed specifically for the students' Union,
' - N
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but as a joint use building for all menbers of
the University. There was no formal brief, in

the sense of a static set of requirement.

The central space is for everyone and was
designed as a casual, central "market place",
surrounded by bars, biltiard rooms, caoffee bar,

television, comnon rooms and restanrant,

The senior and middle common rooms are an
integral part of the building, but removed from

the central space., They are on the first and

second floors and have sceparate external access,

There are four branch banks, and three shops,
forming a link with Rootes llall. They are
situated around a small internal court, with the

coffee bar opening onto the third side,

The student Union offices occupies a central

position, to give prominence to their activities,:

Ramps on the North side enable disabled people
to use both lower and upper ground floors and
from thence go onto the first floor of Rootes

Hall (Figures - 14 and 13).
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The kitchen serves both the "private dining" and
the restaurant on the same level, and has an open

servery between kitchen and restaurant. ‘

(e) Construction: The structure is n reinforced

concrete frame, with textured concrete blocks for
external skin and load bearing internal partitions.
Non=load bearine partitions are plastered and
painted, and thus, one can read the difference
between permanent elements and those which can be
changed. Where hipgh acoustic correction is

neceded, applicd ceilings in textured render or

timber, are used.

The building is indirectly lit by Tungsten
halogen lamps on the columns, and air handling
plants provide warmed fresh air to compensate for

the high extract rate needed (Plates xiv - xv).

(f) Merits
- Fits into the surroundines,
- Good cross VcnliJntinn.
- Good pedestrisn cirenlation.
() Démcrits
= The siting of course i; not uniqhe to warwick.

- Relative isdlation from the city of conventry,
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The complex is tightly organised on a 4800

square grid,

The main direction of student movement {rom

[lootes Hall is -'ISO from the main entrance,

Coaches must park within sight of the main

entrance to Rootes Hall,
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CHAPTER - FOUR

UNIVERSITY OF ABUJA: A Synopsis of the Facts

The University of Abuja was established by the
Government of the Federal Renpublie of Nigeria in
January, 1988, It establishment followed the
recosnition by Government that the emergence aof a
new Federal Capital, located in the heart of the
country, called for establishment of an institution
of higher learning that wonld cater for the educatios sl
needs of inhabitants in and around the territory

(Figures— 16 and 17).

Originally conceived of and with site allocation
made in the Abuja Master I'lan becnuse
no trully great city can afford not to have one.
Nesponsibility for the development of the University
was handed over to the National Universities
Commission from the Federal Canital Development
Authority in 1984 at which point the site was relocated
completely to the outskirts of the city.
Recommendations of the Planning Committee in 1987

has constituted the blue print for development,
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4,1 OBJLCTIVES

iv,

To encourage the advancewment of learnt e and
to hold out to all persons without distinction
of race, crced, sex or politieal convietion,
the 6}1;)01‘L|1r1it,y of aconivimg n highor nnd

Liberal cducntion,

To develop and offer academic cmlr.;:.cs-"- and €
other facilities for the pursnit of learning
in all its branches and to malke those facilities
available on proper terms to such persons ns

are equipped to benefit from them,

To encourage and promote scholarship and
conduct sound research in all fields of learning
and human endeavour, Particnlarly, the most

rclevant to a balanced National Uevelopment,

To relate its activities to Lhe Qu'\cifll,

cultural nund cconomic, scientific and | -°
teclinological needs of the people of.Nigeria
nnd_to proviﬂc innovative educational programme
of high standard, regardless of the.degree
pursued as long as this has imnnrﬁﬂncé !

relevance for Natinna)l Development,



4.2 {:‘.0‘.‘1“111150.\: OFF STUDENT ENROLMENT AND PERCUNTAGE

HOUSED ! '

To provide a comparative base ['ﬁl‘ the forecast,
the admission force characteristics of a number of
representative, Federal and State Universities were
reviewed and evaluated for the relevance to the

University of Abuja. (Tables - 2 and 3),

1.5 POPULATICN I’ROJECTIONS
Based on the previons observation, in partieanlar

that:

i. The relationship amone the 'miversity of Abuja
will be comparable with the Federal and State

Universities at equivalent levels of development.

ii. The enrolwent will be considered as basis, along

with the acndemic and non-ancademic staff.

1.4  DEMOGRAPHY OF T'IE POPULATION

Three key characteristics of the year 2014
nopulation were develoncd to determine such plannine
factors as number of housing units required, service
f:lqilitios requirements such as students' centre and
health care. These characteristies are: ace/sex

distribution, the number of honse-holds, In
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TABLE - 35: Nigerian Universities Total Enrolment
(1980 - 19R9)

Year - Enrolment
1980 - 1981 70,252 '
1981 - 1982 R2,952
1982 - 1983 94,375
1983 - 1984 : , 1N5, TOR
1984 - 1985 1,172, 291
1985 - 1986 128,614
1986 - 1987 © 110,167
1987 - 1988 151;500
1088 - 1989 163,679

First, the enrolment percentase in each year is

relatively constant,

Secondly, the proportion of the admission force
is consistent with the known phenomenon of increansing

orientation with develonment and University ace.

SOURCE: National Universities Commission, Annual
Report, 1980 - 1989,



determining these characteristics, the extra
population were based on the latest available

stntistics.

4.5 ASSUMED GROWTH OF STUDENT POPULATION AT
UNIVERSITY OF aBuJa
Wwith the in[‘nrmntinln rathered from the Academic
Planning 'Of[‘iccs of various Universities and by
~calculation above, one could sece a trend of
increament for each successive year, _anvrl m; this,

the student expected an increase each year,(Table - 4)

4.6 DEVELOPMINT PLANS OF THE UNIVERSITY

The development plans of the University can be
seen under two headings, namely; temporary and
permanent devcluprlm"nt plans. Presently, the
University of Abujn is concerned with its temporant
at the development of it's Mini Campus (see Plates

xvi - xix).

At the inception of this scheme, the University
bought over a Federal Capital Develonment Anthority
(F.CuDaA) Model Primary School and remodel!led it to
meet University's needs for the take-off of academic

¢

programmes (sce Migure 18). Also, acquired Federal

Capital Development Authority (F.C.D.A) Low Cost
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ffouses were all remodelled to suit the demand for

hostels and offlices.

The renovation of Giri 'lousing Lkstate on the
permanent site for occupation by staff of the

University has also been completed,
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Plate xvi: UNIVERSITY  GATE

1

et

Pldle xvil: GTUDENTS ~ COMMON ~ RooM (M)
TEMPORARY STUDENTS UNION  BUILDING




MINI CAMPUS , UNIVERSITY 6F ABO3IA

62

Plate xviii:  crioEnTs' HoSTEL  (F)

Plate xix: ¢LASS RoOMS
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