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ABSTRACT 

PREAMBLE: 
* • - • 

A f r i c a n c u l t u r a l h e r i t a g e i n t h e f i e l d o f 

a r c h i t e c t u r e i s becoming t oo d i f f i c u l t t o c o n s e r v e 

e s p e c i a l l y w i t h t h e a r r i v a l o f modern t e c h n o l o g y . 

C o r p o r a t e b u i l d i n g s i n A f r i c a n u r b a n c e n t r e have 

embraced t o d a y ' s b r o a d e r AESTHETICS w i t h l i t t l e o r 

n o r e g i o n a l e x p r e s s i o n . With t h e c u r r e n t d r i v e f o r 

n a t i o n a l i s m i n A f r i c a n c o u n t r i e s , t h e r o l e o f t h e 

a r c h i t e c t s h o u l d b e a n e x p l o r a t i o n i n t o t h e r i c h 

a r c h i t e c t u r a l h i s t o r y o f o u r s o c i e t i e s i n t h e s e a r c h 

f o r r e g i o n a l i d e n t i t y which can b e f u r t h e r d e v e l o p e d 

w i t h t o d a y ' s t e c h n o l o g y . I t i s b e l i e v e d t h a t t h i s i s 

w i t h i n t h e a r c h i t e c t s s p h e r e o f i n f l u e n c e and s u c c e s s 

would mean i d e n t i f y i n g w i t h t h e a v e r a g e u s e r o f t h e 

d e s i g n e d s p a c e . 

A commodity exchange m a r k e t f o r t h e A f r i c a n Trade 

community has been c h o s e n t o p r a c t i c a l i s e t he p r o p o s a l , 

MOTIVATION; 

The c h o i c e f o r t h e commodity e x c h a n g e marke t a s t h e 

p r o p o s a l p r o j e c t f o r t h i s t h e s i s i s n o t a r b i t r a r y . With 

t h e c u r r e n t d i f f i c u l t i e s f a c i n g A f r i c a n e c o n o m i e s , a 

forum where commodity d e a l e r s can exchange p a p e r s , 

i n f o r m a t i o n and i d e a s t h e y e n s u r i n g t h e movement o f 
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produce from area of surplus to those of scarcity can 

go a long way in remedying the situation. This would 

ultimately reduce price fluctuations of primary goods, 

facilitate export and ensure that industrial raw 

materials are in steady and adequate supply to boost 

output and stabilize prices„ This corporate building 

backed with appropriate expression could mean a break­

through for African economies. 

GOAL & OBJECTIVES 

(i) To identify basis trends relevant to African Trade 

and Architecture and incorporate them within the 

context of contemporary modern architecture, 

setting an appropriate balance between 'spirit of 

place and 'spirit of the times' 

(ii) To identify architectural and operational constraints 

that might have constricted the utilisation of existin 

facilities of this kind, thereby designing to ensure 

maximum utilisation of the exchange. To design to 

cater adequately for both staff and clientele 

thereby boosting costomer index and African trade 

in totality. 
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( i i i ) T o d e s i g n s o a s t o b e a b l e t o expand o r 

o t h e r w i s e a s f l e x i b i l i t y demands. S t r i k i n g 

a b a l a n c e be tween t h e need f o r i n d i v i d u a l 

f reedoms and t h e ' g r e a t c o r p o r a t e image' 

PHILOSOPHY 

T h i s t h e s i s i s u n i q u e i n t h e s e n s e t h a t i t s e e k s 

t o p r o v i d e a s i n g l e f a c i l i t y t o a l l e v i a t e a common 

problem f o r a l a r g e l y d i v e r s e p e o p l e s . UNITY IN 

DIVERSITY i s t h e p h i l o s o p h y f o r t h i s t h e s i s and f o c u s 

w i l l b e o n f a c t o r s t h a t can enhance harmony, u n i t y and 

i n t e r a c t i o n r a t h e r than o n t h o s e t h a t w i l l f u r t h e r 

e x p o s e t h e a l r e a d y wide d i v e r s i t y . T h i s can b e t r y i n g 

a s a l l o w a n c e h a s t o b e made f o r e q u a l r e p r e s e n t a t i o n 

w i t h o u t b r e a k i n g t h e common bond . 

SCOPE AND LIMITATIONS 

The exchange m a r k e t in mind i s to encompass a 

t r a d i n g house which embrace s t h e f e a t u r e s o f a 

s e c o n d a r y m a r k e t where i n f o r m a t i o n i s swapped amongst 

d e a l e r s and t r a n s a c t i o n s a r e made v i a t e l e p h o n e and 

t e l e x e s a s w e l l a s some f e a t u r e s o f a p r i m a r y marke t 

w i t h f a c i l i t i e s l i k e shopp ing m a r t ' s and e x h i b i t i o n 

s p a c e ( s ) . O t h e r f a c i l i t i e s m i g h t i n c l u d e m u l t i - t e n a n t 

o f f i c e s p a c e f o r l e a s e b y t r a d e r e l a t e d a g e n c i e s (Banks , 

I n s u r a n c e , a d v e r t . . . ) and c o n f e r e n c e f a c i l i t i e s . O t h e r 
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s u p p o r t i n g f a c i l i t i e s may b e i n c o r p o r a t e d a s i t i s t h e 

s t r o n g b e l i e f o f t h e a u t h o r t h a t t h e amalgamat ion o f 

d i f f e r e n t r e l a t e d f a c i l i t i e s i n t o a s i n g l e e n t i t y h a s 

g r e a t e r a d v a n t a g e s t h e n i f t h e y were l e f t o n t h e i r own. 

B u c k m i n i s t e r F u l l e r , t h e g e n i u s / a r c h i t e c t seems t o a g r e e 

a s he s a i d abo u t h i s p r i n c i p l e ' s y n e r g y ' and I q u o t e 

" t h e whole s h o u l d b e g r e a t e r t h a n t h e sum o f i t s 

component p a r t s ' . ' . 

I t i s hoped t h a t t h e Economic Commission f o r A f r i c a 

( E . C . A . ) w i l l buy t h e i d e a of an exchange marke t and fund 

i t t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e N i g e r i a n Government who a l r e a d y have 

a p r o p o s a l f o r a f a c i l i t y o f t h i s k i n d . An a p p r o p r i a t e 

s i t e t h a t w i l l f u r t h e r e n c o u r a g e i t s u s e w i l l b e s o u g h t 

in Abuja - c a p i t a l c i t y of N i g e r i a - which h a s a h i g h 

d e g r e e o f g e o g r a p h i c a l c e n t r a l i t y t o a l l A f r i c a . A n 

e s t i m a t e d t a r g e t p o p u l a t i o n o f 2 ,000 p e r s o n s ( w o r k e r s 

and u s e r s ) w i l l b e worked o n u n t i l a c l e a r e r d e s i g n 

b r i e f emerges a f t e r t h e d e s i g n a n a l y s i s . The marke t 

s i z e o f t h e y e a r 2 ,000 A . D . s h a l l b e i n f o c u s . 

METHODOLOGY 

L i t e r a t u r e Review o f p r e v a i l i n g and p a r t A f r i c a n 

t r a d e and commerce p a t t e r n s w i l l form a b a s i s fo r d e s i g n 

d e c i s i o n s a s t h i s p r o j e c t i s n o t a ' l i f e o n e ' . T rends 

i n t r a d e e s p e c i a l l y a s f a r a s t h e Nor ths Sou th 
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disparity is concerned will be carefully analysed and 

objective conclusions drawn as part of design synthesis. 

Case studies of international trade FORA both in 

Africa and abroad will form a backbone of the analysis 

as they will expose the way and manner which facilities 

to be provided. Operational aspects of secondary markets 

shall be in focus rather than theoretical aspects. 

personal dialogue and interviews with commodity 

dealers and interested parties will also form useful 

data for this thesis. 

In the search for African identity for this 

corporate building, documentation of traditional 

African architecture would be made and digested for 

utilization. Focus will be on forms and imagery as 

against function in the traditional sense. 

The thesis is thus broken down into four parts: 

The Research, The Feasibility for the project, A 

selective synthesis and the proposal itself. 

Designing is seen as a creative and problem solving 

process. Information must be gathered on the objectives 

for the space and the nature of the activities to be 

performed in it. The creative process of generating a 

number of solutions - alternative potentials, is next. 




























































































































































































