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ABSTRACT 

THE RESEARCH ISSUE AND DESIGN 

1.1 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 

Urban growth is se l f - re inforc ing and is a process of increase 

in population size, physical extent and complexity of. funct ions. For 

a healthy g rowth , modern societies are dependent on a reliable and 

adequate supply of housing, water, e lect r ic i ty , road networks, 

telephone and gas, sewage, mass t rans i t , f i re service etc. The yard 

stick for measuring how much of these to plan for is populat ion. 

The relat ively rapid rate of populat ion, economic, spatial or 

physical growth of many Nigerian towns in the past few decades has 

been associated with the problems of ineff iciency and imbalance in the 

funct ioning of cities and the whole settlement system. 

Al though a pre-colonial town, the watershed in the growth and 

development of ILorin was its change of status, when it became the 

capital of Kwara State in 1976. Consequent upon that , it has had a 

rapidly expanding commercial, industr ia l and educational base. It has 

subsequently grown into a medium sized town wi th in the Nigerian 

settlement system, but a f i rs t order town within its sub-regional 

se t t ing . 

Clear ly, l lor in 's growth is not adequately contro l led. That is , 

it is not guided on the basis of a plan that takes into consideration 

its national and micro-regional settings as well as its specific problems 

of spatial growth and development. I lor in is therefore exper iencing, 

f i r s t l y , several problems due to planning lagging behind development. 



Some parts of the town are overcrowded and squatter settlements 

are spr ing ing up in some places at the per iphery of the town. 

There is also pressure on the supply of basic services and 

faci l i t ies, while many out ly ing d is t r ic ts do not have these facil it ies 

and serv ices. The supply is far below what is demanded. Due to 

inaccessibi l i ty, many parts of l lor in do not have shopping facil it ies 

like corner shops and markets. 

Secondly, l lor in is not effect ively operating as a medium size town 

in the national settlement system. That is, it is not serving as an 

effect ive l ink between the metropolitan centres and the smaller towns 

and villages within its space economy. One of the evidences may be 

seen in its rather depressed funct ioning as a t ranspor t node, through 

its a i rpor t and railway station as well as limited warehousing and 

depots for regional goods d is t r i bu t ion . This is because its specific 

problems of growth and development constitutes a drag on its develop­

ment and functional performance. 

The master plan prepared in 1973 has been abandoned and no 

attempt has been made at reviewing i t . Presently, government's 

approach to easing these problems consists of the Town Planning 

Au tho r i t y embarking on the preparation of schemes without an overall 

guide while parastatals like National Electric Power Au thor i t y (NEPA) 

and Water Board make yearly estimates and car ry on wi th incremental 

proposals, where funds permit. 

The Planning Author i ty agrees that strategic spatial planning 

approach should be adopted to complement all local planning ef for ts to 

ease the pressure on some services and facil it ies in l l o r i n . Presently, 

nothing is however being done to investigate into the s t ruc tura l 

problems of ILorin's physical growth and the most appropr iate spatial 

planning approach to adopt towards coping with the problems. 
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From experience, spatial planning at the c i ty region level has 

been used to solve problems only in some large metropolitan centres. 

In Nigeria, it has been used in Kano, Lagos and Ibadan City regions. 

It has not however been applied to solving problems of rapid ly 

growing medium size or intermediate towns. Therefore, it has not 

formed the framework of the programme for solving l lor in 's problems. 

Nevertheless, spatial planning intervent ion into the problems of a town 

while it is st i l l of medium size would be more ef fect ive. This is 

because the problems at this stage are not yet overwhelming and are 

easier to deal w i th . It also gives the town a better potential to grow 

in an order ly manner. This area needs to be researched into as a 

logical course of planning action and therefore forms the focus of 

this s tudy . 






























































































