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ABSTRACT

This research looks at International Conilict and Economic Integration,
though as a case study of Sierra- Leone, had in recent years jeorpodised Economic
Integration and Economic Prosperity in the West African Sub - Region because of
its (Conilict) Punitive Impacts and its detesting effects thet caused for the
destabilization of the economic base of the people, the impact of which was further
economic stressed due to the thorny effects of conflict.

This had led to throwing of the people of Serra- Leone into confussion.
This and other problems that bedevilled West Africa have resulted into further
economic doom that shattered the redlization of any tentative development, despite
huge and available human and materia resources (he sub - region is blessed and
endowed with. The work ends with recommendations of what could be done to bail

the sub- region out of the present date of economic uncertainties.
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CBAPTLER ONE

1.1 INTRODUCTION
Caonflict 1s nof a ncu.-' phenomenon n (the political evolution and history of nalton
slates; this is due largely W the socio-cubtural and economic background or due to the bronts
nature of the different forces that combined in the formation of the different nation
states we have all over the world, particularly in Affica, where state boundaries cut
seross dibferent cilimie nabenalitics, s b result of which conflict incviiably emmated
among these contending forees in the society, especially when 1t comes o issucs of
w‘nafitona"l qucsﬁon. where these varying interests in society automatically clashed,
Thus, “conllict can be viewed as a conditton withim a political svstem m
u;hiuh the instuutional patteras of authoriy breakdoyva and the expected
complinnee 1o political wuthovitics s teplaced by violenee intended to
change the personncl, policies or soverignty of the political authority
ﬂimugh mury Lo persons and or property” { Fajana and Anjorin, 1980 ¢
229 ),
“ocGCulturally Tragmented societies have been accompanied by an
mtensification ol divisive and destructive  centrifugal fissures and
pressues,.. Perhaps the most serious challenge Goth to the
consofidation of new democracics and to the health of well-established

TR rwlm’l



ones is posed by the problem of ethnic contlict. The

culmination of Gorbachev’s Federal democratic reforms m the

\ - : _disintcgyal;iml of the Sovict Umon in December, 1991 and the cihnic
] | N ) and rchigtous conflagrations that are consuming componenis of the

\ g former Yugos]_avia arc only two of the nore porgnant examples of
\ = | communal polarization and conflict in demecratizing, societies - the

\] L o | world today” (subery, 1996:1).

| H fo The current waves of conflicts in our s.o#.ictics could b traced vr linked to the
|

| \ colomial cra, who in thewn clforly o exploit Africans adopted the pohey of divide and
* rule in all their arcas of nflucnce, as a resull of which some sections o the socetty
l ‘bencﬁtcd most from this mbalance at the expense of others. who were tactifully
] marginalized by tlllf: combined forces of the colondalist and that of e erstwhile
i collaborators m the colomics.  This the colomabist did i veder 0 suppressed any
| possible mobitization of the civil soctety against their unjust rule. which  fater ime
\\\mctcnnophoscd 0o a scitous problam in the socicty,
result

- This had sct i the genesis of the post mdependent nation states confhiets, as a
of the mherent lopesidedness and uneven development, coupled with frogile
infrastructural {acilities viz - a - viz demands in the newly mdependent nattons amidst

inadequate resources mml mefficient structures duc te the wav and nwanner the

b2



colonialist plundered the economic base ol these nations during colomahism.

As a result there was discontent and dissatislaction resulting mto aceule
agitations and antagonism among these ditlerent ethnic nationalitics base on the factors
of primordial givens, and due to pereeived margimalizanon and lopesidedness i terms
of provision of social amenities that mevitably led to conllict especrally alter somany
years of political mdependence attamment. where most of the hopes and yarnmes of

\ the people have been dashed to the wall. This is so when most ol the Icaders could not

—

-

proved any ditferent thereby not pertornung, better than therr erstwhile colomal masters
duc to the overdeveloped nature of the most colomial mdependent nations. thereby not
mectng the varnings and aspirations ol their peoples due to corruption. bribery.,
inefficiency and other vices mn the society that further obscured the attamment of any
tentative development which later alfected the regional cconomie mtegration effort in
the sub-region.

This situation had deeply caten the fabrie ol our nations with o bleeding heart
which in effect raised serious discoitent and grudges [roin the aggereved and
downtrodden that mevitably led (o serous crisis, the opportunity which the military had
seized and staged coups that later became contagious mn the sub-regron and the whole

of Alnca.



Thle military that came 10 correcl the .an_omali_cs could not bring about the needed
changes and development, rather compounded the atready ailing and delapidated
situation, that turther cclipse the light of hopes and developmient n the socicty,  Just
like giving a bone to a dog, he military only succeeded n furthering and calrenching
among other things corruption of the hig_hcsl order and absence of vivile and viable
democracy. This had therclore led (o the faning of emibres of cthnie agitation and
zmlagohism, the concomitltant result of which was conflict among the different
contending torces that make up the different nation stales in the sub-region and the
. whole of Africa.

~ Despite all these problems, leaders have the same realized the need for
cooperation in order to find ways of getting out of these messes and abyss that have
maligned and dominated our socictics. However, for this (o be realistically achicved,
there is the need that the existing cracks be welded and cemented, so that ihis effort
would be 'sﬁccessfu] and yedld fruittul dividends.

But 1 a situation where inlrastates and interstates conflicts became rampant
with heavy devastating impacts because of the way the colomalist plundered the ethnie
comumonalitics of hitherto pre-colonial Alrican states that generiated a lot ol tensions,
coupied with other numerous problem highlighted above boside prepotsdeinge on

agricultural products and other forms of dependence, not much would be achicved on



this regard, because cconomic integration is better pursuied where peace and stability
prevailed and rile supreme, where there is ceconomic diversification instead of the
colonial moneculural cconomic legacy pursucd by these  countries.  despite
independence as we are currently witnessing.

12 BACKGROUND OF THYE STUDY

The history ol economic cooperation mn the West AlTiea sub-region is not o new
Lﬁin 5, as it ﬁrcdulcs the colonial erar when Lwge Lmpires and Kingdonis existed that cut
across present day colonial delinialed nation states boundagies.  This was mtensificd
1o sorﬁc extcﬁt during the colonial ime when i the Anglophone West Africa wayv back
in the 1914 a number of mstitutions operated acioss the lour Britush wrritories of
Nigeria and West Cameroun, Ghana, Sierra-T.oene and ihe Gambia, Institutions hike
West Adrican curtency board given the counlries a common currency operated. Gthers
arc the West Africun Atrways Corporation. Woest Advican Institute tor soctal and
cconomic research (o mention o few, while among the French West Alvican colonies
the degree of economiv cooperation was even closer, sinee they were organized under
one colonial administration as the French West African Federation, the brotherhood
which 1s still evident among the Francophone West ;\l'ricun states mtermy ol thenr
common currency giving the naiure ol French colonial adninistration and economic

policy of assimilation.



Although West African sub-region was colonized by different volontal masters

who put in placed different colonial administrative and ceononuc policies n order 10
;

cffectively exploit the region.
B However as a result of the common cxperience of coloninlism the sub-region
I' Weﬁ;t throuéh ..aﬁer the ut.taimncnt. of political independence. the need for cooperation
among these countries was realized. A new form ol integration wus therelore.
vigorously conceived and pursucd among these independent nations, hence ECOWAS
was formed on 28;11 May, 1975 as conceived by General Yakubu Gowon of Nigeria
afier Several etforts. "The charter that led to the creation of the communny wias signed
in Lagos by the Heads of Government of the West African States in order (o cooperile
cconomically among themselves. ."Il.‘his formation of ECOWAS, cinbracing all the 16
states in West Africa namely - BENIN, BURKINA FASQ, CAPE VERDI:,
COTE D'IVOIRIE, GAMBIA, GUHANA, GUINEA, GUINEA-BISSALUL TIBERIA.
MAILIL MAUARITANIA, NIGER, NIGERIA, SENEGAL, SIERRA-LI:ONE AND
TOGO, was the climax ol a serics of carlier cfforls to bring about close cconomic
cooperation among West African Slates; despite .1’czlr expressed by l-’rcsic'lcm Lcopold
Scdar Senghor of Sencgal. ECOWAS member states presently are 15 because of the

withdrawal of Mauritama.



As they were pushing foward for the realization of these laudable and lofty

' o-l.j_]'ccti\-'cs, they also realiZed that there was the need to incorporated the military aspect
of it, most cspecially as from the time of the outbreak of the Liberian crisis when

ECOMOG.WIHS formed and charged with the responsibility and mandate to bring peace

and order in the war torn country. As the fire was about Lo be Idouscd, it spitled over

lo. other neighbouﬁng countrics, among which is Sierra Leone whose crisis stacted

particularly from the time the government of Joseph Saidu Momoh who was in power

since August 1985 was toppled in a military putch by Captain Balentione Strasser on

the 19th April, 1992,

Although the government of strasser mtended o handover powcr. o 4
democratically elcctcd. government, it however could not see the end of the transition
programme following another palace coup on 16th January, 1996 by General Julius
Maada 13io who accused Capilain Strasser of putting the Armed Forces Ruling council
under pressure 10 proclaim a decree which would have suspended the constitution and
pave way lor him to be president.

As it 15 a tradition with the military at anytinie 1 took over, it normally
undermined a plannced transition progranune by cilhcy abandonmg or exiendmg 1. The
oppositec was however wilnessed, as the pewly government of General Julius Maada

Bio that came to power less than a month to parhiamentary and presidenual elections



cor tmued with the transition by organising and conducting elections that brought
President Ahmed Tepan Kabbah to power. albett he would have preferred a sttuation
whoreby clections would be after the war has been brought to an end. This perhaps
exp ans why onc of General Maada Bio first act in office was to speak directly to the
lcacer ol the Revolutionary United Front (RUT) Foday Sankoh who had been busy
wagmg a war agamst the Government ol Sierra - Leone smee 1991,

Many thought that with the clection of February 26, 1996 that saw the
ascending o power of president Ahmed Tejan Kabbah the crisis would be over.
Unfortunately. however, the military made another turned round in 1997, with Major
Johr ny Paul Koromah becoming the new Head of State, which had turned the joy of
man 7 nto confussion, henee the problem escalated. A situation which the sub-region
and the mternational community greeted with condemmnation, hence Nigeria led the
ECCMOG as it did in Liberia in the restoration of Kabbah's democratically clected
legitmate government as well as mviting and  detaming  Foday  Sankoh  the
Revoluuonary United Front (RUF) leader iﬁn Nigeria,

However, betore this was achieved, the juntas have already wrecked a lot of
havoc on the defenceless citizens ol Sicrra - Leone by going to the extent of cutting up
of the mps of the civilians that did not supported their action ncluding children and

women. an meidence which further diverted the attention of the whole sub-region. who

™ —



could uot imagine this barbaric wanton act ol destruction. ‘Tlus had (o some extend
affected economic integration i the sub-region especially on the part of the people of
Sierra-Leone who becamie apgrieved as a result of the way the society was disarraved
due to rampage on their lives and properties.

1.3 STATEMENT OF THE RESEARCH PROBLEM

The rationale belind conducting this rescarch is that, 1t ams ot [inding the
causes of conflict bemg it communal, national, regional 01 mternational and whether
there is any relation between contlict, peace, stability and dcvolopnwn} VIZ-a-ViZ,
cconomic integration. [astly what benefits would be derived from this cfiort in the

sub-region as well as the obstacles (o be encountered and some of their remedices.

1.4  PURPOSE /JUSTIFICATION FOR THE STUDY

The purpose and justication for choosing and writing on this topic is because of
the researcher’s interest 0 bring into l_i.mclighl how conflict of whatever sort
undermined ceconomic integration in the West African sub-region.

In olher words, the topic was chosen as a result of its striken importance side by
side our bitter experience of conflict wnd the atttendant hardship it brought on the lives

““\ of the defenceless who been disarrayed by the runpaging war.  This was evident

Ly
—_—

. particularly as from the time of the fall of the Berlin Wall and the final collapse of

communism in Soviet Union and the whole of Eastern lurope, where waves of



cm\.ﬁicts were witnessed on global diamensions, with heavy devastating ipacts on
lives and propertics as a result of the way people and their cconomic basc was
destabilized duc 1o warphobia and tensions resulting from carnage of which Sierra -
Leonc l)éCﬂlﬂC a victim which atfected regional integration cftorts.

1.5 SIGNIFICANCE OF TIIE STUDY

not
The importance of Economic infegration could \bc over cinpasized especially

among contagious and economically {ragited and depressed countries of West Afiica,
that necd to push foward economically considering the-global cconemic trend in the
- present dispensation. That is (o say for these countrivs 1o realize this, there is need o
integrate 50 4s (o create a larger market cupabh of altactin g forcien investiuent.

The above eftort has to be backup with a peaceful atmosphere and stabihity, as
it is the bedrock {or drawing diflerent peoples and nations together t ordet o achieve
common goals, By so domg the sub-region would be able 1o altain some levels ol
cconomice pasterity and development.

1.6 SCOPE AND LIMITATION

Although the topic seems (o be vast and broad, it would however {ocus and
centres on miernational condlict and economte mtegration i the sub-region and more

spectiically on Sierra-leone from the on set of the crisis that tored the country apart.

10
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- This restriction was necessary m order lo give a comprehensive coverage or

]

overview of the topic. Other constraints taken into cognizance are the cost implication,
time and space.  This however becomes neeessary in order o aceurately present the
topic inn such a way that it would casily be understood by ils mtended clients and those
who might wish to widen and revicw it This is so due Lo the way conflict becoues
part of the polttical development of especially 3rd world countries ol whic Wesl
Alfrican sub- region and the whole o’ Alrica in geoeral is badly aflected due to the wiy
contlict plunges people into serious difficulties.

17 BRIEF HISTORY OF SIFRRA-LEONE

- Sierra - Leone s member and active player i the West Advican sub-repion. Like

any other country in the sub-region, Sierra-Leone s cqually multi-cultiwal, multi-

el

relzious and muly ethnie society. The carliest people of the wterior regions are the
Limba. By the middle of thc 15th centwry, the Temne and Sherbeo peoples aceupied
the coastal arcas. In about the 16th century, the ancestors of the present Mende People
were moving into the arca of Sierra-fcone [rom the South-Fast and i was inhabited
for many centuries by agricultural, pastoral and fishing people. Sierra-t cone like any
country in the sub-region, cqually tested the bitlerness ol colonialisin under British

colonial masters,

11



The portuguese traders arrived in the arca in the 15th century o trade mainly for
;

Ivory. They were followed by the Pnglish, this led to mfluencing of the culture of the
g_oaslal people. As this was gomg on. Slave Trade developed during the 17th century
| whérc 'thou:%amds of Al'riéans w«-:rc'caplurcd, sold and taken (o work on plantation in
the West Indies. During the political struggle to make Skave Tiade illegal. Frectown
was {ounded 1 1787 as a home ol {reed slaves. These people became known as
creoles.

Meanwhile in the interior, people established strong socicties ruled by chicls and
were competing with cach other for trade with the coast. One of such leaders was
Madame Yoko, a mende chiel who got British patronage in contiolliizg, the trade along,
the rivers to the coast. 1n the North thc.'["cmncv_ Susu and Limba were prominent and
were busy [ghting cach other for conlrol of the rich agriculiural arcas for trade with
the coast and DBaitish wanted to establish their influence over the arca [rom Frectown
colony which had been under Butsh administration smee 1787,

Therelore m 1896 4 protectorate wusl pnlmluimcd over the Taterior of Sierra-
Leone and a tax on huls was mmposed o pay for the costs of adnunistration. This led
to oppositton and war broke out against the British in 1898, The most successtul and
promuinent leader agamst the British was BATD BURELDL who was Laally defeated by

British Forees and imprisoned in the same year (1898).  After this, the arca was

12



divided into small chictdoms and administered under the principles ol Indirect Rule
which guided much of British Policy ol West Africa.

Sicrra-Leone colony and its capital, Frectown was administered seperately from
the protectorate. Its inhabitants known as creoles were decendants of 400 freed slaves
who had been captured in transit across the Atlantic by the British Navy and the
liberated slaves and seitled 10 the colony, holding the status of Britsh subjects. The
Sierra-L.eone economy was predominently subsitence.

From then unitl mdependence there was a split between the protectoraie area of
the interior and the colony arca of Freetown, just as it was in other places colonized by
British.  This connected Sicrra-Leone crisis with the past due (b colonial nature of
divide and rule that led the Toundaton of uneven development.

Alter World War 11, successive Brilish governments declared that, the colonics
should move towards self government and in 1951 a unitary constitution was
miroduced and Sierra-Leone peoples Party (SLPP) was founded by MILTON
MARGALI & Mende from the soutls with other leaders l'rom the colony and protectorate.
In 1956 a parhamentry constitution was promulgaied and this Ted to the formation of
new opposition partics but the SLPP 1';:111'5110(1 its majority at cacl electivn. During this
pertod there was boom in the economy, This however. brought about social upheavals,

as villagers who had grown up under the paternal rule of district commissioner and

13



chief had their eyes opened.

As this was the case on 27th April 1961, Sterra-Teone became independenl. Sir

MILTON MARGAI as Prime Minister “sinoe 1938, led the first government after

independence. The SLPP also retained power at clections held in May, 1962, In April

1964 Sir MIL'TON MARGAI died and was succeeded by his half brother Dr. $ir

b
Atbert Margai previously Minister of Finance,

Because ol SLLP support from chicls,

N the opposition leader SIAKA STEVENS leader of the All Peoples Congress (APC)

-

- resented goveriatents attaclinent o what they

[elt were reactionary sectional interests,

It was also believed that, under the cover of republican constitution Sir, Albert Margai

intended 1o create the apparatus for a onc-pasty staic,

This was the situation up to March. 19
gained majority scats in the Touse of Represein
of the army, Brigadier David Lansana an S|,
Siaka Stevens from taking over. T'wo days L

siczed power. Seven oflicers (3 vulitury und 2

3

67 when at a general cleciion (he APC
latives, As the tesulls came in, (he head
PP supporter staged a coup (o prevend
er, his own oflicers repudiated him and

police ) tormed a National Relormation

Council (NRC) under Colonel Andrew Juxon Smuth.  After few months popular

feeling turned against them, particularly within the ranks of the army,

14



In April 1968 a group of private sioldiers muiinicd, arrested the oflicers and
restored civilian rule where APC took over power and the SLPP as opposition patty.
_ gmce t!}eﬂ pol@liqal wmstability conliml.cd and in November 1968 a 4 months state of
cmergeney was imposed. s is not the end, as there have been several attempts to
overthrow Stevens government.

The 1972 by- clection and May 1973 peneral election was botl, not contested
by SLPP. Smularly , n Mareh 1976, Siaka Stevens was re-clected president for a
sccond five years term. Afler which there were series of reseatments and
demonstrations against the government duc to poor and deteriorating state of 1the
ceonomy.  Amid scrious outbreak of violence, a general clection was held e May,
1982, under the ane party constitutton.  Siaka Slevens promised that he would
standdown [rom (he presidency onee a new llouse of Represertatives was cleeted.
Nevertheless, he remaiied i (Hlice aind Hater declared his wdention (o centia
president.

This led to violence 1 1983 between po]il-ic'ul factions ih Puichun district with
heavy casusltics and quitc a good number Hed (o Libert as refugees, Fhis led to
| s)cﬁding of army to restore order.  As this was the case, riot brokcout m Irectowil in
J ﬁnuary, 1984 provoked by students {rom Fourah Bay College, who were protesting,

about food shortages imd rising prices. What followed was closing the mstilution and

]



4 people were killed. [n short this period witlncsgcd Series ofﬁolcncc duc (o the state
of the nation.

It was under this teased condition that, Siaka Stevens retired. Tlowever, before
this, he ignored the cliims of his two Vice- Presidents - Sories Koroma and I'rancis
Minah, rather he chose as his suceessor the head of the armed forces Major General
Joseph Saidu Momoh an appointed member of the House of Representative and a
member of the cabinet.

Al APC convention held 1 August 1983, Joseph Saidu Momoh was clected

;
president. Despite all serics of problems he continued holding the mantle of power in
wierra - Leone, until April 191992 when a coup thul toppled bim was staged by
. Cul'-)[uin Balentione Si;rassc_r,. who pﬂﬁmcd a transition programme thit voadd not see
its L:nd, as his gqvcmmcnt was overthrown in another palace cougeca B0 Janney, 1996
by (j]an:ral Julius Muada Bio, who accussed Strasser ol inconsistencics that would
héifc pave way for him (o civilianised to become president.

Inspite of the war started stee 1991 and waged against the authorities
Frectown by Revohutionary United Front (RUTY) wader Noday Sankoh. General Maada
Bio continucd with the transition programme started by lus predecessor Strasser by
lorgzmising and conducted clections within the shortest possible Gune thai 1cturned

democracy in Sierra-Leone with Ahmed Tejan Kabbah as the new president elect on

16



H“"\\ February 26, 1996, This did not impressed the RUF vebels. as they contimucd with
T
their vandalization. although the Civil Defence Army (CDA) popularly known as the
KAMAIJORS, offered support on the part of the central government 1o checkmate the
excessiveness ol the RUF did not help the situation as required.

As this was the case Kabbahs government was however deposed by (he RUI
rebels and Major Johny Paul Koromah became the head ol staie ol the new Armed
Forees Reveolutionary council formed i 1997

This state ol the nation had thrown the country into further fracas. a pressuie
situation that diverted the attention of the whole sub-region because of the rampage
committed on hives and propertics. that i effect affected and undermined regional
integration efforts.

Sierra - Leone being an active member and a key player in o Polities of the
West African sub-region, other members could not fold thew avs 1o allow 1o see five
continue leaking s streets. This s the main reason why ECU 0 achivibies wa
extended to Sicrra-lecone and charged with the mandate o ensuie that peace and

order are restored and stop the bloodshed just, ke o did w Liberna e order tor the

entire sub-region to forge ahead m tus globalized era.
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2.1  LITERATHUHRIE REVIEW

This maght not necessarsly be the only write up on this lastoneal uspeet of West
Affrica, to this end n attempting to present the topic in such a way that it would be well
understood by those to come in contact with 1t, sonw few relevant but related literature
have been consulted comprehensively and critically analysed,

It is a well known fact that, conflicts have became endenue in ihc last decade
espectally after the collapse of former Soviet lIJuion wlhich had |.11'0fs;1iuud adverse
affcots on the existence of nationstates. duc largely from the way people have been
traumatized and conlused and quile cousiderable number displaced by (he ravaging
impacts of conthet that virtwally obscored development at o time nations were coming,
out of the woes ol global ceconomic recession ol the decade of 1950, most especially
Africa which was drastically heated and s[lbscqucmly forced 10 ecmbarked on austeriy
mcasures and other structural adjustment policics with a view (o revamped the ailing
and tattered ceonomy that further conipounded their situation.

This state of alfars was {urther aggrivated by the abscnve of democratic

\ governanee I most cascs and attmes because of (the desire Lo clinge onto power by il

mceans m addition o competition lor resource coutrol, c.g the veed W control the

diamond in Sierra-leone and the alleged support of (e rebels by the Libenan
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government. The attempt by Captain Balentione Stresser to civilianized have further
propehed this contlict especially on the part of the Revolutionary United Front (RUF)
leaders who spite of the transition continued waging war against the authority in
- Freetown. To make things worsed was the colonial historical antecedent and heritage
of systematic misappropriation and manucvre of state resources due o inellecieney
governanee as envisaged i most countriex m the sub-region.
“....complex historical und structural process of pre-colonial and
colonial wcorporation, consolidation ol diverse ctlmic  scgments,
~federal territorial evolution and reorganizations, revenue allocation,
and political compctition and representation. These  processes  and
institutionalized the oppressive hegemony........ but ulso o legitimize
the inordinate exporpriation ol the resources..... as pat of an official
strategy of centralized national cake shaving™  (Subceru. 1990 : x1)
Similﬁrly, m 13 BC focus on Africa of April - June, Volume 6, Number 2 has
pinpointed that.
“The pundits point o colonial cconomic abandonment lollowed by a
serics of mncompetent and corrupt regimes.  Now it's (he rebel contlict

that is holding things up™ (BBC Focus on Africa,Apnil - June, 1995:28).



ehe oA G . aem e ot

The absence of viable and vinle democralic govc;t'ﬁancc i mosl_ol' the African
countries particularly belore the wind of change of late 1990's .th.nt swept away
~communism and other dictatorial regimes in all angles ol the globe have created
cottflict, most cspecially from the way the different contending partics gamer support
from other forces within and outside. On (his 10 1s maintained that

“There 1s a need (o cvolve a govermmenlal regume which provides

opportunity for all fo tmake input into tbe governing provess without

compromising the mtegrity and cffectiveness of those process,

Incvitably, such a system; especially i many African countries with

their large territories, mutt cthnte groupiugs, lugh rates of illiteracy

.

and poor comymunication {acthiies, must mevitably mvobve multiple
- and concurrent constitutional order rather than ane single contge of

at.ntliurit.y and power.  Withoul addressing the problem of constituting

multiple ceptres of power, the scarch for a stable and aceeptable

governing structures is bound (o bea  nrage™ (Olowu, 1993:15 - 16)

In other words, withoul solving the governance problem i West Atrea and
Africa generally, it is doubttul 1l the chudlenges ol cconomie gronvth and development
can be [ully appropriated being it internally pursticd or ¢ven al regtondd evel like

ECOWAS, shall present trend continned.
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“Reflecting the inadequacy and failure of us redistributive
and reorganizational policies..... stalc has resorted inereasingly to
regulatory or repressive strategies of ethuie nuinority containment.
Thesc regulatory measures have included the proscription or
banning of association, the configement, detention, arbitrary
conviction and / oi mmprisonment of outspoken cthiie nnnority
clites, the violent suppression by nulitary force of protest....”
{Subcru, 1996 : x1i),

Therefore sn understanding of the diverse nature of the diflerent cthaie
nationalitics will bring peace and instability which will be the panacea o condlict
among, people. This would n essence provided the necessary and needed ground for
ceonomic integration i the sub-: region. In other words, the s therelore, the need to
regularized alf these differences and problems m order that the drcam of ceonomic
integration becomes a reality. Peace is therefore a necessary pre-requisite i the sub-
region re the present summersault must under any ciorcumslanee be put o an end,
without which there would not be {oreign mvestment which s needed i order (o
stimulate economte miepration and growth and creation of farper market through

cconomic diversilication. It is therefore opaned that:
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“For 4 ‘Varict;v of i‘t:ti&;()lls, most of the newly independent Afiican
countrics adopted a monocrate political order shortly altier
independence cither wough the adoption ol a one parly stite or
military coup detat. This paradigm of governonce not only taled as a
systeni. bul led to serious and in some cases disasttots conscqueices
for the ceonomy and people of Alrica. wurs. political violencee.
economic decline; systematic corruption and social and mirastructural
decav” (Olowu, 1995:17)
Ounce these dil’l"el'éllccs arc understood and well mtegrated the possibiliny of
contlict would be doused o the lowest mammal which would ac the end enipowered
the people. This would stir ¢eonomic integration and other related aclivities in the
,
sub-region.
“Examinimg the problems ol cleavage W the west Adrican repion, the
lalic Sir. Arthur Lewis warned that any idea that one can make ditferent
people into a nation by suppressing the religious and uibal or regronal
or other affiliations {o which they themselves attach the highest

political significance 1s simply a nonstarter” (Akinola, 1990:29)



Therefore, let there be an understanding of these differences vather than to
assumed to forget with them i order thal cconomie prosperity is achicved.
.
Sierra - Leone just {ike many othier countrics in the sub-region is a mudt- cthuic,
\\»H_multi« rcligions and multi-cultural socicty winch is aspirmng for a conumeon goal. albeit
with \rnrylin;'_é int.crest.‘ However, the fact that democratic povernance was
wstitationabized one would stll be astonished as o what really precipitited s
unprecedented rebetlion gulfing lives and properttes that uot only atttacted regional
| attention becausc ol the way it has hampared the regional econonuv integration cffort,
but also the United Nation. T thus end it is lamenied that
“Ethaic conflict have long been recognized as one of the more
fundamental threat (o mstitutional stabiliy, political order and state
cohesion m the multi clhnic societics, of the (hird world.. ... cthnie
conflict have attibuted variously 1o the emotional power of
“primordial givens™ or cultural tics the strugele for relative group
worth, mass based resouree compeution, clectoral mobilimtim, elite
manipulation false conciousngss zllnd / or delective political illlﬁlilllli()n!w‘

and mncquitable state policies™ (Suberu, 1990:4)
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\ The DCOWAS commitments have becamic necessary, because ceonomic

h illk@gl'ation m it_sclf 1s a system which il any ol its part 1s affected. hinders the whole

system trom functioning properly aud perfectly. It is on this ground that ECOMOG

was formed and mobilized to checkmate and suppress tension as a result of upheaval,

inspite of the expenses involved both material and human, for without peace in the sub

region, the effort ts bound o either fail or face serious draw backs. beside the already

existing problems on the ground - preponderance on primary commodity L‘.X]‘}Ol'l}ll':]dl:

/ economie dependence, poverty, non existence of a Lirge market on ndividual basis

because of the small size of most of the different countrics in the sub-region. As a

result the need to iutegrale becomes necessary, so that there would be development

which would enable the sub-region to clfectively face and tackie the chalinges of
globatization. On this note it s stressed hat

“The limited success and oulrig_ht failure of past attempts at economic

mtegratiomn Wesl Alrica should genecrate some caution in the hopes ol

LCOWAS and suggest the need o redouble efforts in order w0 ensure

that ECOWAS does not follow m the feotsleps of previous mtegration

¢lforts and does actually became the strong vehicle for sustamed and

significanl development so badly needed in the region........ we need to

examine in the light of the patchy results obtaied so far, the special
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problems faced in achieving economic integration m the West Alrican
sub-region” (Livingstone. 1987:338).
The Sierra Leone melodrama just hike that of Libera and Guinca. has became
a thorn mto the flesh of West African States ind has undermmed development i the
sub-region thereby gulfing all necessary resources meant lor the sub-region o forge
ahead. On this note 1t has became imperative [or the sub-region and the whole of
African states to learn (o swim together or sunk together. That s 1o say. time 1s riped
for the sub-region o wake up lrom the aged long cconomic slumber due or resulting
from conthet. other erisis and face the readity i order 1o emancipate the people thereby
integrating then simall and lragile ccononnies. As peace is always one ol the cardinal
principle ol any collective elfort. it the sub-reeton want (o survive m this elobalised
and knowledge based societies ol this 2180 century.
“It 1s rather sad that aficr 235 vears of existence. FCOWAS has stll not
been able o fulfill its dreams  In lact. until recently FCOWAS has 1o
a large extent been monbound. It has been engaging e matters that
the founding fathers did not envisage.  The organization had for the
past 10 vears or so. got bogged down with peace and security matters,
[irst 1 Liberta and then Sierra-leone and Guinea™

(Okcchukwu. 2000: 4 -5)
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Even though some members countiies have established separate mimistry
charged with the responsibility of pursuing the urgent objectives of resional cconomic
cooperation and mitegration. For the Gact that . contlict still prevailed m ihe sub-region
this stride would however. not yield the much desired dividend results . because bemg

:
peace as the arrow head is not eiven the necessary attention considering the state of
alfarrs i the sub-region.  This 1s couple with high youth unciplovment rate, rising
in‘llmiun and weak currency, This explamed why some short sighted leaders with
ambition o cling unto power could casily parner support of these pauperized suarrilla
youth and take to the bush looking at cach other through the nitle hole as a result of
talse promises and Lalse conciousness.

“The Imgenng crisis in the West Aldrican State s the result of Koroma's

desperate cfforts 1o cling to power at all cost. s government s currently

challenging @ peace accord which was signed . in Conakiv. the Guinea

Capital” (Newswatch. February 16, 1998:29).

However. a chick could ooly be reprimed alter the hawk is dirven awav. 11 this

is not done cconomic inteeration watild be in detima due to contlict in the sub-region,



As earlier pointed in the text above that this write up might not be the first ol its
tvpe. 1o tus end many scholars have written and shaded more light on this topic
through different theories they have developed, in order o clearfy buttressed therr
positton on the subject matter which would SCIVe s arelerence point 1o the
rescarcher’s theortical frame work development.

Onc of the common explanation used as o what causes conllict of any sort has
been put foward by the Frustration - Aggression theory. The basic asstumphion ol this
school of thought are that

“The prmary causes of contlict or political instability are svstematic
frustration,  relative  deprivation. dissatisfaction  or  the frustrating
consequences ol pulling people out of the traditional cultures and ways
of lite with which they are familiar, into the strange and unknown. and
i this case more complicated  modern ceonomies and nattonal  and
mternational political systems” (Fajan and Anjorin. 1980:229)

On the other hand. the theory of cultural pluralisim has offered 2 conlrary view.

This school of thought opined that:
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“Hhe sources of conthet or political mstability (especially i the

developing countrics of Asia. Latin America and Alrica). Is the plural nature

ol the varwous societies” (1bid: 230).

While in their own perception o what causes contlict - society. the

modermization school of thousht subsumes that

“Essential changes e the structure of nations, espectally developing
natons... that modernization is concern with the deeree to which new
nations develop greater measures of national income. industrialization.
urbanizavion. formal educational mstitutions. mass media consumption
and political participation. It introduces new concepts, new ways of
ltfe. new values and so tends to lead (o confusion.  For the very naive
and over enthusiatic which result eventually m nothing more than
mountains ol frustrations. aggressions and disappointment™
(Fajana and Anjorin, 1980:246 - 247).

In the theory of comparative advantage as stressed by Adam Smith in his book

The Wealth of Nations:
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Coattacked  the mercantalist view on trade and advocated nstead  free
trade as the best policy for the nations ol the world.. that with lice
trade, cach nation could speciatize i the production of those
commoditics m which it had an absolute advantage (or could produce
more clliciently than other nations) and unport those commoditics in
which it had an absolute disadvantage (or could produce less
efficiently). This international specalization ol lactors in production would
result m an mercase i world outpul which would be shared by the tradine
nations” (Salvatore. 1975:2).
Similarly in the theory sited above (Comparative advantage theory) David Ricardo
opined that:
“Even if nation had an absolute disadvantage i the production of both
commoditics with respect o the other nation. mutually advantage trade
could sull take place™ (Salvatore. 1975:2).

]

Stde by side with the above theories 1s the vaditional theories ol mternational

-
-

\tmdc and payments which hold that
“In time the factors of production m the different countrics will so adjust
themselves that thewr rates of compensation will tend 1o be equal. ¥ there

arc, tor example. dispantics in the standard of” development between two

g A0



trading countries, than the potential profitability ol investment would
tend to be higher in the country where there had been less previous
mvestment such thai capstal would tend o move into 1t drom the other
country where there had been greater mvestment and will continue to
move until the rates of prolitability in the two countrics are cqual.... once
it gets going,; the process of development tends 1o generale a complex sel
of mutually reinforcing internal and external cconomics of scale. 'This
situation becomes particularly timportant for the Aftican developing world
where the average size of nafional market is very small. boths interms of
total population per capital incomes, and where the critical nuginum size
of industrial plans may be larger than what the average national market
can sustain. I such a situation, the clnnination of all formas of restetion
on the movement of goods and services amoug a group of contagious
countries should improve the scope of potential viability and expand
mutual commercial exchange. This would lacilitate greater utilization of
industrial capacity, promote greater production, spectalization. result in
~lower unit production vost, reduce mvestment risk. stimulate foster

cconomic development”™ {Aboyade, 1983:202-203).
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These theories quoted  have clearly poﬁﬂcd to the need for econonnic miegration
as a means of overcoming or rather reducing the risk of nations cconomic
disadvantage, thereby promotion production and cnhancig market capabihity and

| capacity of the integraling states, through the climination of restructive barriers to the
. expansion oi" coconomic acuvilies 1 the sub-region.
- However. as have been pointed, the achievement of this task could be possible

only when peace and stability rule supreme thereby leading to the cmpowerment of the
b

people through greater commitments of the leaders of West Alrican sub-region. That

is 10.say, Icaders of the sub-region should give much emphasis o peace by not allowing
\ﬁ___ condlict l)ucoming a pill too bitter Lo swallow.

" I'!'o this end. it has become 1').1:iti(1;_1t(1rf~f for the sub-reoron 1.n oot rid of tlsell of aoy

conflict whether naiimmi or international, so that cconomic quagmire Laced by these

natio{‘ls'would be solve as peace stimulutes many positive developments. When this

1s done it would lead to the creation of large market capable of attracting foreien

mvestment badly necded by the sub-region to move another milestone [oward,
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CHAPTER THREY

31 LCOWAS AND THE SIERRA - LEONE CRISIS

It 15 an undisputable Lact that, there have been a whole lot of wrile up on the
West Afirica sub-region, covering all aspeets ol its history, righl from antiquity through
the period of the formation of 1..zln‘gc centralized Empires, Kingdoms and other city
states in the savannoh and the forest regions, Lilc unwmruﬁzcd states ;)f the forest
region and the coastal belt was also covered,

The period of imperialist expansion, Slave Trade and colonialism as well as
nationalism Lhat led to the emergence of the present day colonial political sndependent
slates was also treated accordingly by scholwrs. Siumilurly, the challenges and crisis of
govcmancc [aced by the dificrent post colonial political independent nattons as well
as the military intrusion into the politics of the sub-region and its attendant
conscauences, the decade of 1990 democratic transition or transformation and the

.
challenges brought about by the political wind of change that saw the end of
\-comrmmism in the whole of Lastern Lurope and swepl away 'mecr Soveil Union the
atllempt o intégréte 511d t‘ha,; (uture c1:isi:s, have ail been documented accordingly by
different scholars and other analyst interested particularly in the political and ceonomic

development of the countries south ol the sahara most especially the west Afiican sub-

region.

35



It is m the light of the above that, the methodology for data collection and its

subscquent anatysis and interpretation would be based.

32 METHODOLOGOGY

Therefore. m attempt to colleet refevanl data that would rationally explain the
topic, the methodology cployed was basfed ot intensive rescarch or searching through
the diverse and available documentary secondary sources. The essence of which s to

chﬁblc and complimcm Iha_: researcher’s eflort 1o assembled all necessary and relevant
mformaiton partaining the topie vider study.

. Beside, the researcher’s Tittle undersianding on the topic also compliment
towards this tasking cffort.  Other sources usced n gathering information include
searching through available printcd Mass Media both periodicals and news dailies as
well as non-print media (audio-visual) reports.

Similarly, the oppoirtuty hiad by the researcher of visiting some countries in the
sub-region during a tour organized by the Department enables the rescarcher to see
things concretely and had therefore, served as supplement to what could not necessarily
be obtained from some of the secondary literature sources consufted in the course of
literature review,

All these have became necessary taking inlo cognizance the demands of the

topic and other numerous problems that sorrounded it, whereby the use and admission
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ol questionaire would virtually not be possible duc to financial and other constraints,
have forced the rescarcher to limit, resort and rely on documentary secondary literature
sources tor information on the topic. |

\ 33  DATA ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION

.

-

In projclcl write up, data analysis 15 always concerned with the critical analysis
and mterpretation of the miormation col_lcctt:d [rom the various sources consulied viz-
a-viz the reality on the ground.

Therefore, from the avaalable mlormation collected or gathered, it was accurately
reveaied and shown that, conflict 1s not a new phenomenon in the hisotrical evolution
and duwlopmcﬁl ol modern nationstates in the world as well as it (conilict) is the most
single factor capable of undermining the co-existance of people, nations and any
cooperative venture entered mito by a group ol people or nations,

As such, West Alrica and Alvica in general should not be an exception.
particularly in the last decade of 20th century when waves of vielent conflict and other
civil unrest was seen or wittiessed i almost all parts of lh; world, especially {following
or after 1.lic demised of the Former Soveit Union aud commusisim in Easlgm Burope,

‘the repercussions of which was enormous and adversed on 3rd world countries
especially African countrics whose cconomy was already Lattered and therefore on the

marginal scalc due largely to aged long colomal cxperience and its subsequent brutal
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vandalization as a result of the burbaric and obnocious policics of divide und rule put
.

in place by the Western Colonial powers that led to the forcelul incorporation of these
countries into the global capitalist economic system at disadvantage against all odds,
hccaﬁsc of 1:th: exploitative nature of coloniahism, that at the end generated a lot of
lcnsiqn and crisis in the future political and cconomic development of these countrics.

The above siluation which these countries found themselves into was made 10
be so, duc mostly Lo dissatisfaction resulting [rom uneven development and carnage,
the slgmbcr which these countries aie still batding and grabbling with, despite the
attainmient of political independence in the last four decades because of the lasting
mmpacts of colonialism and cspecially when some of the remarkable changes thouglhit
by most people after granting of political independence could not readily come. That
is 1o say, the hurdles (o cross are much and have at all levels and  time have severe
repercusions and  conscguences  that subscquently  forestall efforts to cllcctive
nfegration i the later stages of dovelopment of these countrics mspite of the desire tor
such join venture.

The post colomial political independent Alrican stales and the crisis of
governance was therefore linked to this past colonial historical antecedence, combined
wilh other faciors and forees in the socicly have added weight and increased the gravity

and tempo of such unprecedented and turbalent crisis (hese nations, faced. with heavy
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| dezil:]i toll a1.1 zﬁ.wlys;is of [iw inlbrnn;ition gathered has shown.

Similarly, the data collected had further revealed and ascribed conflict and other
politically motivated crisis to the abseuce of effective and people oriented system of
democracy, the used of secondary conciousness for political support, the desire to
clinge onto power and {o perpetuate on it by all means i.c by hook or by crook as part
of the recason why there have been cases and series of turbalent contlict that 1s always
eulfing the lives m most cases of the poor detenceless innocent civilian citizens and
their propertics destroved in the sub-region as noticed i the near past, a sitaation that
attracied global diamensional condemnation that strangulate cconomic posterity and
other devetopment.

Beside this, an analysis of the data put forward had maiptained that, competition
for resource control and the question of s]izutiug, of the national cake which some
assumed that those not involved in baking it have per take i its sharing.  Pereeived
marginalization of one scction of the society by the other as a result of which people
loose temper, thereby becoming aggricved and [rustcated the result of which was civil
disorder and fracas. Ialse conciousness, corruption and i efficiency 1y governance
have all put together led to dissatisfaction in West Alnica, the result of which was
violent ethnic conflict of different sort championed by ethnic militia and other warlord

which wrecked a lot of havoce tn the sub-region.
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Accordingly, il was also established that, conllict is one of the thorny and itching
problem threatening and plaguing the cooperate existence ol the people of West Alrica.
It is thercfore, one of the prime causer of all evils and other damaging and dirty cvil
contlagration m the soctety, as it has the capacity and provided opportunity to some
shortsighted and unpatrotic fow in the sociely (o always staged and perpelrate trouble,
thuggery and other inseeurity problems.

Thus 15 50 i most cases because of the contagious nature of the ethnie fortation
of the difterent cthnic groups in the sub-region that, cut across preseit day colonially
existing national boundaries which casily led o the influx of refugeces to neighbouring
countries should there be any crisis thereby Ieuding (o the spread and increase in crimes
rate and other social vices due 1o 1ension and {car caused or created by upheavals. A
pressure stuation capable of undermiing ntegration etfort within the sub-regional
framework.

In other words, the data collecied shows that. contlict has became so rampant
and so endemic with neardy no solution m sight and therelore o major obstacle which
.painstakingly became a thora mto the [lesh of the countries of West Africa. as such it
however, scuttled and strongly deprived and subscquently undermined the sub-regional

ey,

\ cffort towards mtegration.  This is so, atmes becuuse of the desire o meet some

parochial sclfish interest aiid ends by some few sadistic individual. the end of which
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was always causing severe bumanitarian trauma, psychological damages as well as
other human right abuses that led the situstion to escalate in most cases creating a bad
illusion for the wholc of West Africa.

That is why today, despite ECOWAS 25 years of existence. painstakingly it is
not able to meet its obligational aspirations. This s s0 because of scvere iuunnnilmizu1
consequences and problems caused and created by conllict as shown h:v the data
collected, that is why investor arc shuning away the sub-region despite, its abundance
resource endowment and the enthroament of democracy which many thought is the
banacea and answer to many thorny issucs, but the thing 1s that democracy s not an
~end in itself,

In other words, cooperative vertlure j-usl fike democracy is a system that can not
SUrvive in a rigorous hostile cconomie situation, netther m a erists Tadden condition,
Therefore, there 1s no gainsaying that, democracy 1s the answer o the numcious

.
problems scuttling the sub-region as woe are made Lo belicved but rather it {democracy)
is-part of the solutions, because even where at s inslilutinlmuli/;cd_. reported prevalent
;:as;:s of c::onﬂicl m:lld msceurity in these beleaguered countries made it not Lo [ully grow
TO(;tS. This situation is always distancing investors [rom mmvesting effectively in the
sub-region because nobody would like to bring his wealth in an alimosphee ol

uncertainty. The above had therefore, aflected a lot of industries leading (o increasing
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rates of unemployment, thus made condition of lite zniioug the people of West Aftica
very critical today.

Beside, the information gathered lamented and revealed that, due (o the peeuliar
nature of the cthnic diversity and because of the way and manner the Western Colonial
Masters arbitranly patitioned and delianated the boundarics of these countries led to
the intensification and spread of condlict easily and quickly degenerated o beeame
notorious in the sub-regton at anvtume 1t crupted.  Although the Former Cotonial
powers have their reasons for doing what they did, in order that the zeal of the people
to easily mobilize themsclves agamnst the evils ol colonial rule 15 cither suppressed,
reduced to the lowest minimal level or not achieve at all. That was how and why
cthnic affiliation in the sub-region was plundered so as not to see themselves as one

‘“'chple becausc Q[’ the halrgd and fear induced into the mind of the people across the
different spheres of influencc of the colonialist before and even after independence was
won as the case may be.

That is why, today should there be an outbreak ol any coaflict it casily spreaded
like a bush fire or goes beyond being conirolled casily without rabbing eye brouse or
ri:sing dust: as in the case of Liberian crisis which spilled over to ncig,l_lbouring Sicrra-
Leone and Guinca with heavy devastating impact; that belcaguered  the subwregion |

That was how ECOMOG was formed in order 10 douse or quel any lire al regional
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level, because if that 1s not done, the effect would be on (he whole sub-region as
envisaged i the near past and cven now.

A further analysis of the data collected also shows that, it was as a result of
political instability that led to the placing ol cconomic embergo being suffered by some
countries in the sub-region, the effect of svhich was not only on the affected countrics,
but the whole of West Aftrica. Therefore, it is evidently clear that, the sanction placed
on Liberia and Sicrra-leone paralysed not only the (wo countries mentioned above,
because it is a known fact that, sanction by its very nature 1s meanl o weakened,

N\ castrate and limit the roles a nation 1s suppose 1o play in the comity of nations as well

-

as in any other international or regional organization like ECOWAS whese it is a
member duc to the severity of cconomic blokade. Where this be (he case, it would
dcfinatcly jmﬁordisc any join economic venture most especially in an already tattered
and delapidated economy.

In a related development, conflict as we all know created a scenerio that retarded
cconomic development bccuusc ol the way people and their cconomue buse were
destroyed and plundered which had ot the end succeeded to plunged the economy of
the sub-region mto chaotic and despotic critical siluation, thereby leading to the
diversion of resources for rehabilitation which should have been channclled for

developmental purposcs aimed at pushing the cconomy foward tor posterity.
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An interpretation of the information so {ar gathered pinpointed that, one ol the
- cardinal principle of integration is frec movement of goods, services and peoples
‘among or between the inlcgrating countrics. But can this be possible in an atmosplicie
of insccurity and rancour, beside other bundles of probienu per it i the sub -
rugioﬁ with abusive odour. '

West African sub-region is cndowed with cnonmous natwral resources and a
ldynaunic human_bcmgs capable ol leading it to u greater height. 1Uis in relation to this
that, our enemies used all (orms of stratcgics and hide uuder the canopy of
misunderstanding by fuchug and faning the embres of conilict that would at the end
torc the peaple apart. This they did in order that the dependency syndrome bedevilling,
the sub-region for long continued, heneetorth this would give and provide them with
| _'thc ample and needed upporlulnity to control and tape these abundance natural

resources for their own advantage especially the Western capitalist countries.
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Sunilarly those that are always {ormenting wouble in the soccity i most cases
" are not affected, rather the common man aug other downtrodden are those that always
\guffcrcd. That is to say, although contlict is in most cascs caused by the elites class in
" the name of seeking political relevancee, the concomittant result resled mostly on the
masses who arc used and dumped thercalter and have al all time beng prevented
[rom seemg the true posttion of things by masking thew faces who in timn bldiy
I()f fered their support henee, the problem cscalaied.
In a nutshell and in relation o all that was discussed and amidyvsed above
concerning conthict, 11 1s further  stressed and maintained that
“The prevalence of endemic problems of prosutution, poverly,
destitution, desease, heavy unemployment, seasonal hunger. rural
profeterization, public sector mismanagement, wide-spreudad corruplion
and crime, internal and external cconontic and political sabotage™
{Aboyade: 1983:50).
'I‘ol crown it all, and according o the data collected and eritically analvsed. in
" line with the above quotation it is vividly and evidemly clear beyond reasanable dowibt
that, conflict 15 the most single evil that led (o human and cconomic welestation
West Africa which had significandy conlribuled i no sinali picwsures i the falliog

apart ol our societies n all respects and led 1o sending of wrong sighals about Alrica
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-

z-clll-l'ully, that 15 how cconomie mtegration could not reahstically be achieved
considering the period of the tormation ol FCOWAS.  This had led to the falling
standard of the cconomy ol the sub-recgion and not all that admrable particularly o
foreign investors, inspite of availability of resources.

Equally, in the course of hiterature review theories that highlighied on the needs
and desirabihty of economic integration as a strong weapon ol wiegratmg small
cconomies of West Africa m order to face the challenges of our time.

It is i the hight of those theories e theories of conflict and cconomic
mitegration. that madc leaders of the sub-region (o ecmbraced the need to come together
economically in order to attain some common goals and purposes. Therefore. for quite
a long period of time, they have been nursing ambition (o cooperate ccononneally.
upon all the numerous problems pinpointed, that is to say. although, the |};1Ih fcading
to integration 1s rough considering all the obstacles and other hurdles mentioned. but
becuase of the realization that, unity means strength, as well as the only way of pulling
resources together leading o the ercation of a much bigger market that would at the
end attract foreign investment. This would however enable the sub reaion to react (o

this disturbing features and confroat the cliadlenges of this period and even the luture
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It 1s i line with this desire that leaders remained committed and continue 1o
broker peace by always intensilying clforts to facilitate dialogue as conflict could
hardly be l‘esolv'cd on the battle field. Therclore, sustainable peace and order is non-
nogotiable. That s, 1t is only when this 1s done, that a wartorn, attered. confussed,
frustrated and forcefully dislodged people would be encounraged, or clse, integration
would continue bound (0 be a mirage. wasteiul and mire dream. shall this gloomy
picture conlinue.

In other words, leaders i the sub-region lmvg: remamed Jughly conunitted by
tightening their balts and chewed as much as they could brte, despite the huge amount
of resources sunk both huwman and materials v order Lo ensure peace, order and
stability prevail and reign supreme in West Alrica, as the only or last option, it it wants
to achicve the desired results and henceforth, make any meaningful countribution or
headway in the overall development of West Africa. so as to gel out of the messes and
ceonontie quagniie hat shrouded it oazing sndd pervaded alb angles o the sub-region
{or quile a long period of tine.

To sum it up, from all that have been discussed and analysed. it is {finally
cstablished that, all that have been happening i the different countrics of the sub-

\ region was due 1o eliles power tussle or struggle which have been giving an cthno -

—

refigious colouration in order to win the confidence and support of the masses couple
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with the poor state of cconomice alfairs whose faculty of reasoning / thinking and vision

have been shattered from realistically seemg the true position of things.
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CHAPTER FOUR
CONCLUSION,

41 CONCLUSION

In a nuishell, as the topic indicates and from all that have been discussed vividly
and clearly put foward, mamtamed that, the mipacts of what have beenr happening
the sub-region, although to some cxtent (he crists was haked with the past colonial
].list()ricul expericoced, it equally proved beyond reasonable doubt that there have been
remarkable linkage between conflict, ceconomic intcgra;-l..i«)l1 on the one hand and the
clamour for economic progress and development on the other.

‘Taking jnlo cognizance and bearig, in aund that peace. order and stability are
the backborn or focal point and the cardinal principle of cconomic inlegration that
stearcd cconomic development of any people or nations, while conllict by its very
destructive nature and {rom the way it leads o the destabilization of the difTerent [orees
in the soceity always offers the reversed.

Therctore, for nations to be able o integrate and prosper m their ceonomy must
at all time 1mbibed the culture of peace and tranquility. That peace remained the solid
foundation stonc or bedrock upon which pillars of the bmilding are mounted and rested
and should therefore. be accorded all necessary priogity, becanse contlict 1s basically

cofsidered to be the most tching problem hampering the sub-region  and should
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henceforth get rid oft any violence if (he dreams ol the ECOWAS {oundimg Lathers are
to be realized.

it 1s ':ml}r by doing this, that Wesl Africa can turn another indmark and able to
create a lucrative and healthy competitive atmosphere for all those that wish it well, as
well as be able to push.b:ick the tantacles ol cconomic 1';_t11|'d;|l'ion or ccur:xnnuli\: nialagse
and all other lorms of backwardness assoctated. with the sub-region and Afiica as o
whole. 11 that is the case then, peace as being stressed in almost every paragraph, s
therctore the cormmerstone and must be given all the needed prevequisite as a stimulant
to many other positive developments.

As we all know, the use of violence is not appropriate in handling political 1ssues
neither inany other aspect of development needed to Ut the different nations higher,
Shall this be the case, then as a malter of neeessity. time is riped for West Alrica to
cmbraced and tocus on people oriented democracy base on muliiplicity of miterests n
a well organized political parties ; l_)usc system and good governamee in order to bail it
out ol the present state ol ecconomic catastroply, chaos and confustons. That is to say,

Hs_ir_n‘:c conitict \'ln'nl_dcrs and that peace stimulates, it 1s willy nilly that West Africa turned
from (he shaky and docile political order wanlng {0 tore it apart, afler decades of

military maladministration that immensely contributed to the present predicanents,
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The realization that peace and economic inlegration po hand m hand because
they are two mntimate brothers or bird of the same feathers, height and size should be
the only option and direction which the sub-region would headed to . Eonsidcring the
diverse and numcrous ugly and agonising probldns it is now battling \\"ith so that 1t
would twn many more kilometrestones ahead, especially that the world has today being
lurned Lo a global village and in the subseqent future times to come, which shows that
it nation can not exist in islolation or as an oasis.

42  SUMMARY

This would not be anything diflerent from all that have been said and discussed
right from the head to the tal. As such, by way of summation and n order w give a
¢lear blue prnt, the work was therelore divided 1nto chapiers lor case of

comprehension and digration, each treating an aspect of the topic. This becomes
\—-netiessmy in order o bring out the prons and the corns and to give a clear catalogue and
insight as th:11 i-ls f(.)r caS}; undcrsl.a.nding by anybody or proup thal would come in
contact with it.
To this end therefore, chapter one being the introduction, gives a detatled
explanation of the concept of conflict and went further to dig the history of ceonomic
mtegration right before the advenl of colomal masters, through the perod of

colonialism becausce of 1ts onerous ambition of exploitation, inspile of the different



colomal administrative policiies ol the dif[’ércui colonial powers that struggled o
patitioned and colonized West Africa among themsclves and inevilably incorporated
it inlo their spheres of economic influence at the sub-regional peril. A brief history of
Sicrra - Leone was also discussed,

As this was done, chapler two focussed on what others have sad or vather
explained 1n all the different theories guoted. Tis has therelore remained the iterature
review and theoritical framework where the bulk of the work was done. In a colowrful
nranncr it gives a clear insight which aimed at clearing doubt of particularly those that

.
arc not conversant with this aspect ol West African history; mto the light of facts that
\\ _ained 4l boosting the knowledge and intitutive thinking, of s clients. tlas 1s so
B bcc:msc ol the way and manner the. fopic wits categorically and logically preseated -
conilict and s aliendant conscquences particularly in the last decade ol the 20th
ccnlw? West Africa viz-a viz economic integration.
This brought us to chapter three which gives a highlight of Ecowas and Sierra -

Leone crisis. The method employed i the course of data collection. Tven though., 1o

questionaire was  administered  due  to certamn constraints.  [owbeit,  that

notwithstanding, as all necessary mlormation required 10 making  this  work

accomplished successiully was accordingly asscmbled. This was later followed by a

critical analysis and miterpretation of the data collected. The essence of which was to
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further gives a clear picture and insight i order to impress, attract and catch the

. . | . . - . \2“‘
attention of all those that would be keen to go through it, review, criticise and wish o
widen it in future, although this dopends on what the future silatution would warrant.
This s so, duc largely to the dynamic naturc of the changing politico - cconomic
condition and institutions that form part and pereet of the history of our societics, most
particularly taking mto account the cthnie formation and diversity of the different

3
scgments that make up the different nationstates i the sub-region, n which couflict
-

~sceis Lo be at the door step and almost incvitable.

43  RECOMMENDATIONS

Here the whole cfforts would be geared towards offering some vilal suggestions
that would best be used o end all the problems and obstacles that sorvounded or
encapsolated the sub-region. I 1s only when thas 15 done that all possible cracks would |
be welded and mended:; in order o allowed it, o equally ratsed its head and breath the
atr of economic frecdom, economic posterity  and development resulting from order
and stabality,

To this end, theretore, the following recommmendations have been made or

offered:
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There is the need for the sub-reglon to intensify ellort fo alleviate the aged
long suffering of the teamnng majority resulting from cacnage and the ugly
sttuation created there in.

All machinerics 1 the society should adequately be mobihized m order to
enhightened the generality of the populace on the dungers of contlict mastly
promoted 1o getl some primordial objectives met.

Also vigorous campaign should be inteusificd and embark on preaching ol
Cthe need for peace and stability as the fundamental pillar and bedrock that
engincered all aspects / formis of development in any socicly. nation  or
group of nations as in the case of HCOWAS. It should therefore be accorded
all ncm_;cssmy prioritics, because peace stimulates, entises and enable peopie to
carry and discharge their civie duties and responsibilitics  deligently and
accordingly. DBy so doing, it would fead to turning and stearing the wheel
ol West Africa’s cconomy.

People should be made to know and be aware of the dangers of being used
e perpetuate rouble and the detesting subse&uent repercussions and other
Quta]_oguc of problems there in. That they should try to shuﬁ awiy violence
caused or engineered by some fow narrowminded  selfish leaders as the only

way of sateguarding their lives and properiies. By thus they would be able to
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know wha their eneinies are among the elites and even oulside.

JForeign investment 1s the result of many ceconomic indices and other
infraistmwlurul tacilitics available in the society, of which security 18 ong of
them. Therefore, where 1t is absent, investors would not risk investing their
wealth, because 1L s only worthwhile 1o invest where it is sale and sure of
reaping profits which cannot be possible in a state ol msecurity or hostile
siluation.

Also people oricanted democracy should be put in place and the habit of
lcaders remaining on power perpetually even where  such leaders and therr
policies are no longer popular should be changed as part of measures o
curtailed and end violence whose repercussion 1s all enconpassing,

Simularly, leaders should try snd embark on developmental projects that have
direet bearing on the teenuiig, majority o all the different countrics of West
Africa, rather than hiding under the banner and canopy of secondary
copciousness, causing nusunderstanding and bightening tension i order o
divert the attention of the people from secing their unjust, unpopular and evil

rule by pulling blanket cover on their faces.
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People should be made o always show restraint, bury their differences deep
mto their minds and other hostile attitude by not allowing it o surface. This
can be done by promoting  nattonal conciousness, rather than other local
factors, by mmbibing the cuiturc and habit of dialoguc as a means and best
tool for settling dispules in society even where such differences manifested
instead of being coﬁl’mnlational leading to looking at cach other through the
hole of the rifle.

In other words, history has shown that diafogue s the supremie therapy even
in worst circumstances ot violent conflict. Theretore, people should be made
to knew that those who shun it (dialogue) often return to it with their tail
between their legs.

Beside, the problem of dependence or relience on former colontal masters
should be reduced. Also the non-chalant  and lackadaizical attitude towards
HCOWAS [funding should be changed. Albeit, this is due (o cconomic
disparitics and other Lactors. However, the lack of political will on the part of
some leaders to subordmate part of their authority to ECOWAS has ruined,
compounded and contribuied o0 FCOWAS woces. This should thercfore, be

addressed appropriately.
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West African [.eaders should also shun away the habit of accommondating
and supporting 1.'cbcls as in the vcase ol the Mano River countries, 10 this iy
done, the foar expressed by especally small and  ceonomeally weaked
member countries  would be dess, henee they  would be more commtted 1o
ECOWAS course.

The problem of poliical instabihity and other civil steile i the sub-region is
mfact demoralizing and untit peace and stability - are restored. ECOWAS
drewm may take along time w be realized, because it is only inan.

amosphore  of peace and stabitity that countrics and ndeed organizations
can develop.

I a related development, 9s @ matter of necessity the sub-region should v w0
heal all existing wounds snd mend all eracks created mostly by contlicts,
This would  enables West Africa to pet out of the present unfortunate and
ailing ceononue makwise. That is to say, campaigns such as poverty

cradication and other velated problems could not matenialized whete there s
rampage and other damages cansad by conflict. That if this trend continued,
West Africa would hardly sce the light of the day as contlict led o the

- bouncing back and ruin socictios.



Morce so, for the fact that. the world has oday become so compressed and
highly interdependent. so much so that no nation can exist and function in
isolation has made 1t mperative and pertinent for the sub-region (o discard
contlict m order to be carried along by the current global trend. failure to
abide by this by any member may lead to placing and sullering from

cconomic embereo that would at the end have repercussion not only on the
country concerned, but the whole of the sub region in the form of refugees .

mereased erimes  rate ete and this may shattered econonie ntegration and
' KASHI 16RAHIM LIBRAKY )

progress

The cthnie hetrogenity in West Afiica should be encouraged to serve as a
source of our strength |, prowess and understandmg anstead ol bemne used 1o
divide us as bemg the case now which further weakened retard and castrate
CCOnONIC activities parhicipation ;Imd developiment.

The mibitary wing of the ECOWAS  (1HCOMOG) shall comprise soldiers
from all the member Countrics, properly  lunded and be  encouraged o
discharee thew tunchions accordmgly That 1s (o say it should be redefined
and be given all necessary cooperation, support and mandate to function

withun the stipulaied rules and other laid down procedures that would

culminate into gingering, peice.
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Allhough ECOBANK was established, the problems highlighted 1 the text
.*?'houll:l be. properly addressed - That is o say, there is the need Tor a hitch
free movement of goods, services and people in the whole of the sub-

region. Currency harmonization is another mmportant aspect to be resofved
and other pressure and hostile attitudes particularly [rom the seeurity.
Govermiments in the sub-region should proseribed any organization or
association that is - not national i outiook ¢ cthimie vanguard channelling
the course of cthnieity / wouble bigouy and other seetional interest should be
proscribed and the trrate youthis that 1s used in wagmg gummilla war should be
cmploved or provided with what would keep them busy at all tme, rather
than continue (o be deceived.

The military in the sub-region should i the interest of peace and walfare of
the generality of the people  allow  democracy o grow e all the different
countries ol the sub-region 1.e.the manner 1 which the military interfere 1nto
~politics is subverting  demovracy that sigaificanily contributed 10 political
mstability that 1 plaguing West Alrica today.

At anytime there crupted a conflictit did not just happencd like that i.e.there
are inmost cases some forees behind,that pormally  directly  or  indirectly

engineered it Therefore, those found Lo be mvolved shall be made to face (he
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wrath of the law no matter thew siaiis o the society. Through this.those
normally deceived and take part would be told a lesson and lrigthened as
well. This would led 1o the cutting of I the ambhical cord of poliical deceit in
the sub-region.

Governments i the sub-region should fashioned out a constitutional

ramework that would encompass or contam and cater for all the varymg
dcgrcc of mtrects i the cametv canahle o hli.lnill‘::_l, about dissention 1.e.the

conshitution shall be such thal Would addressed the eliicachgio-poliico and

Kl*fuhi’l'l IBR A
t ERAHIM LILRAR

cconomic disparities i all the West African countries. -
The question of continuity or 3rd tenure as the case may be. through

constitutional panel beating to suit the mierest ol the memmbent and

denving other political opponents the right (o use the natronal medi m order

W scll thew menidestors o call for pohitical rally and or redesicnmy the
constitutional clause (s) in order (o prevent others espectally popular

politicians from contesting and other forms of political vicumization,

blackmail and intimidation should be avoided Similarly. pertodic elections

should be allowed to hold and be madc free and L.
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The habit of military translormning to civilian president while stifl on
powcr.tlrough the manipulation of the constitution and (he political

scene,even where such a person is nol popular aod that the decision is 1ol
wisc should atso be checkmated as it ruin and cniminate to conflict that mmay
at the end cause acute cconomic problems that would haimpare developnent.
The military in the sub-region should be made to know that military ruie is no
_1011;_:,01‘-‘ fasl'hionablc in the glebal poltitical scene or dispensation and should
therctore allow democtacy to grow and mature in the mterest of developmient,
“and that.should there be  any military putsch in the sub-region should jointly
be condenned by all LCOWAS counteies amd the juatas be made to face
tougher and hostile cconomic measures by placing sanction on it and il
possible it should be jomntly fouglit and broaght down undil the ousted
government 1s restored.  The United Nations can also be brought i this
democracy crusade to complement West African effort.

‘The judicial process m the whole ol West Alvica should be always fell (o
‘decide and 1aterprete all political 1ssucs and other related problems.ie the
suprcmacy of law.  Also all forms of rumours should be abandoned and
appropriatly tickled to avoid it {rom degenerating into voilent .striﬁ:..

Similarly,the pervasive poverty syndrome among the people i the sub-region
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should also be tackled because a hungry man is always an angry man and
gasily engineered. )

That religion,ethnicity or tibal bigotry and other sectional diflcrence should
not be the yardstick preventing. the evolving ol a stable and peacetul

polity. This would uphold the virtues of economic integralion and

development.

The system of governance prevalent in the sub-region of concentrabing too
much power at the centre especially among people ol diversed mlerest i
almost all respect is given a lot of headache, The cenure should theretore,be
made less attraclive m order that competition and desive o always controls 1t
would be less.hence the possibility of  confhict in West Alrica would be less
100.

The military while m their barracks should always be engaged with one or the
other activity as this would reduce the possibility of thinkimng W stage a coup.
Stnlarly premature retirement of militwy base on any ground should be
avoided i the sub-region and even where military happen 10 be reured their
entitfements should be paid o them in time as well as be adequaiely catered

for during the retirement period for the rest ol thar life.
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. Govénu_ncnts n the sub - cegion should as a matter of necessuty control the
rampant prolifceration of arms as part of measures o curve doswn tension and
conflict.

The question of challenging the nationality of some prontinent opposition
politicians 1n the name of campaign shall be o past issuc in the present
dispensation as one of the ways of dverling contlict in the sub-region,

Even during democracy people should abways muard their wtierances by not
throwing or vokilg words or statements that wouldd hiuet and provoked the

- anger of other people, which may lead to conflict espeetally amony, | alvendy

o

o _. T
frustrated and agerieved people, bowpcHiM o

Politictans shoulhd always be allowed to sort I.hing,;uut lor whalever problem and
even where the situation warrants military come baek in the .suh-l_'cgion aiving
the nature of third world countrics, its stay shall be very briel or pending the
restoration of peace and order or the returning of nomaley and calmness,

Shall the above recommendations be strictly upheld and adhered w0 by

ECOWAS countrics, would definately changed  and redirected the course of action

and history and this would led to cconomic development badly needed or reguired by

these countries to forge uhead. This may however, resull to restoring the denunishing

hopes i.¢ wounld bright the existing doom thereby returnimeg smile back (o the Laces of
p g g ) 2

[
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the faces of the people of this great part of Alrica, particularly the downtrodden masses
who were hited most by this trauma of econoniic uncertaintics and lack ol development
as a result of the bleak and unfortunate condition they were [orcelully thrown into duc
to unprecedented waves of conflict experienced, particularly from the tail end of the
20th century to date.

To sum it, all, BBC Focus on Afiica, third qu:-u‘lcrl_v.cditi(m ol July - September,
2001 optned that; -

- “Today we have reasons to [ace the {utwre with some oplinusin. The world has
changed and Afitean states must scek a new relevance in it.  Without the avtificial
system provided by the superpowers during the cold war, Alrican llallit);ls will have to
band together, cspecially if they want to influence the batile over ceonomic
globalization. Turthermore, poverty, war and other iumanitarian disasters have proved
that it is not possible {or any single African country o remain an oasts ol peace and
prosperity if its nieighbours are m chaos. This ts why regional oragtuzations have been

morc proactive i the past decade™ (BBC Focus oo Altica, 2001 48).
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