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LEI SURE ENTERTAI NMENT CENTRE, |LCRIN
APPROXI MATELY 16km QUTSIDE |LORI N
Along the Airport Road. Area of the site

is approximately 14 hectares.

SPONSCRS: PRI VATE ORGANI ZATI ONS

BRI EFS

A MODERN LEI SURE CENTRE

Catering for 800 people on peak days.
Provi si ons should be made for future
Expansion to a Tourist Resort. The
design will consist of the follow ng:

A, Anusenent Park

B. Motel

C. D scot heque/indoor Ganes

D. Shoppi ng Arcade

E. Anmphitheatre

F. Restaurant/Bar

G. Administration/Maintenance
H. Picnic Grounds

. Swimming Pool

APPROACH: Proper site planing incorporating extensive

use of landscape elements. Organization is

along a Main Axis with variations in Movement

Patterns and creation of distraction as top

Priorities,.



INTRODUCTTION

Generally, the world over, people are working feauwer
hours per day although this is more pronounced in the
technologically advanced countries, the trend is beginning
to shou up here in Nigeria. This becomes aoparent when one
compares the number of working hours spent by a farmer 50
yaars ago with that spent by an office worker today. This
in effect means that people now can have more leisure time at
their disposal than did their forebears. From 2ll indications
this trend is likely to continue as machines and computers
gradually replace human labour and time consuming choros.
There is thus a need for a place where people can spend this
leisure time. The typse of leisure and entertainment facilities
available in most parts of the country is however no longer
adequate. Technological advances in commupication and
transport have contributed to an imense alteration of pecple's
tastes and valuesj; more and more people travel cut of the
country and come into contact with better organized systems.
They can therefore no longer be satisfied with anything less
than what they see in advanced countries or on the television,
Radio and in Books. The need for sophistication in design and
available facilities is further emphasized by the need to look
ahead and prepare for the future. Walt Disney once said,
"The only problem of anything of tomorrow is that at the pace
we are going right now, tomorrow would catch up with us before
we got it built" (A.D. October 1982), Wwithin the next 10
years the sophisticated things of today will have become

mundane, everyday things.



CHAPTER ONE

EFINITION, BACKGROUND AND HISTORY OF LEISURE

v——

DEFINITION OF TERMS

This problem of definition EF laiéure has always been a
fundamental and recurrgnt ong, When is a person at leisure?
What constitutes leisure as opposed to worky These are some
of the gquestions this Chapter sesks to answer in relation to
leisure specifically and other related terme such as play
recreagtion and entertainment. After gxamining a Few
definitions put forward by various ls~rnad persons, it should
be possible to dafine lsisure, or in the aslternative, te
determine whether it is possible or even necessary to
differentiate precisely betwsen leisurs, work and other
related terms. This gsarch for & definition is essential
because it is necessary to know what constitutes leisure

before one bsgins to consider the desigh of a leisure centre.

LEISURE

——

Stanley Parker {1976} wfctc "GF”*MF maﬁ soeniciwang the
game activity, say playving golf, or a muaiesal) instrument, ono
will be at leisure and the othsr sarning a2 living." This
implies that thore ars many activitiss vhich arg part of both
work and leisurg. Thus work 1s nct neéassarily the opposite

of leiaure, The difference clearly does not lie in the king

of activity but rather in the attituds to the activity.



The International Study Group on Leisure and Social Sciences
(1972) put forward a definition as followss~

Leisure consists of a number of

occupations in which the individual

may indulge of his ouwn free will -

gither to rest, to amuse himsslf,

to add to his knowledge and improve

his skill disintersstedly and to

increase his voluntary participation

in the life of the community after

discharging his professional family

and social duties.
One problem with this is that it is rather difficult to
differentiate betueen what constitutes social duties and
voluntary participation in the life of a community. Another
problem is with terms such as 'Disinterestedly,' or 'Of his
owun free will.' It is possible to increase one's skill
interestedly and yet be at leisure, for example when playing

a musical instrument.

The Funk Dictionary defines leisurae -ae= T"zcodom
from the demands of work' or time available for recreation
and relaxation.,' “rom this definition it is possible to
say that unemployed people are at leisure, whereas this is
not necessarily sc. So far it will be seen that the definitions

seem to be tied tc only two main variables i.e. Time and Work.,



Some definitions, however have gone bayond this to speak of

an TAttltudey' i.8. A state of mind. J. Pleper (1952) wrote

of lelsure aéna mental and spiritugl attitudes ... it is

not eimply the inavitable rasult of spare time, A holiday,

A week-and or A vacation. It 18 .... an attitude of mind

~a congdition of the scul." This type of definition more or

: less ties in with the Greek ideal of lelsure or contemplation -
ir the sense of both baing statgs of the mind.

Some exports have oven tried to list out whaf constitutes
lepisure. R. Maw (1969) tried to solve the definition problem
 '_by constructing a table of activities (Table 1.1) which
differentiates between Qork and leisurs by the degree to
which time has baan committed. Isabsl Cosgrooves (1972)
saya of this tabulation",,.s.. Does little more than illustrate
the complexity and variety of choice of activity, and the

difficulties invelved in trying to categorise them at all.®

Fram.the faw dafini£ions pressntsd hefa we see the problem
in trying tu determine exactly what lelsure is. 1t secms it
may not be necessary eince for any individual, leisure is anly
vhat one takes it to hs. Houwsver, for the purpose of clarity,
lwisura in this work, will be defined as tiﬁe made fres by an
absence of a necessity to work. Time in which by cheice, one
can pserform activitigge to distract oneself from the demands
of work. Thus the key ingrediants of leisurs are 'choice' and

distrastion. This will be a majler considsration in the process
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of designing the leisurs/entertainment centrs proposed for
this thesis.

RECREATION

'« The same problem applies to this term as with leisurc.
There is disagresment ovsr what it mééns. Tillinghast ( )'
wrote "Recreation is time off wurk that improves working
porformance and useful time™ implying thst it is an aspect of
work. Other definition have tied it in with leisure rather
than work. Thus in this work, recreation is definsd as -
tima off wourk {(and the activities carried on in this timg)
which improves one's working performances It may or may not

be a part of leisura.
PLAY

I; lgisurs is ﬁime made freeg by an absenca of necessity -
to work, then I shall define play as that distractive activity
which takes place during this time. According to Nuemeyer |
{19y¥) Play consists of a series of ".... activities which aro
undertaken For their own sake and not for any reward beyond
themasalves, and which are rolatively free, spontaneous'énd
enyoyable." If ong attempts to be more specifiec than this,

the same fundamontal problems of definition resurface.

. ENTERTAINMENT
The sense in which the word is genarally used today,

connaotes a purely leisure phencmenon from which snyoymsnt and
.. T o



amusement are derived with little or no effort exerted

by the person being entertaineds Musical shouws, Theatrical
presantations, Cinema and Television and Eating. This is
the sense in which the word will be used throughout this
work. In fact provisions for the activities listed will
have to be provided if the thesis is still to called a

Leisure Entertainment Cantre.

In Summary it will be observed that it is practically
impossible to arrive at a concise all gmbracing definition
of any of the given terms, since each situation in which
they are used demands a definition relevant to it, which may
prove utterly useless in another situation, Definitions
have therefore been given which are relevant to the situation
presented by this thesis. Perhaps greater light will be shed
on these four terms and their relationships (as defined in
this work) by the diagram (Fig. 1.1) which 1 constructed to

explain them.

Since it has not been possibls to coms to a concise
understanding of leisure through a definition, then perhaps
through observation of the history of what people do in their
free time, it may be possible to find out what activities
constitute leisure and thereby gain an insight into hou to
approach the design of a leisure centre and what activities

activities to provide for.
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HISTORY AND EVOLUTION OF LEISURE

Having disposed of the issue of definition of basic
terms, it will now be appropriate to gain an insight into
the history and evolution of leisure through the ages.

This study will be on an international scale though specific

reference will be made to Nigeria as often as possible.

PLAY AMONG PRELITERATE PEOPLES

These groups of people exhibit the most basic and
earliest known playforms which have been divided by Mitchell
(1948) intc the following six groupss—

(1) Dancing, and rythmic movement

(2) mimicking and acting

(3) Singing

(4) Conversing and story telling

(5) Arts and crafts

(6) Games and contests.

DANCING AND RYTHMIC MOVEMENT

In Africa generally and in Nigeria specifically, danging,
rythmic movement, singing and story telling seem to be the
dominant aspects among prelliterate peoples. They all had
crucial roles to play in viytually aXl our leisure activities.
That this characteristic of play is parvasive is emphasized

by Mitchell (1948),



It is not surprising to find
response to rythm and particularly
dancing, a salient characteristic
of play of preliterate man. For
humankind the world around and in
every period of recorded time, has
found rythm contagious and a

stimulus to participation.

This is why when one attempts to find out hoy our forebears
in Nigeria spent leisure time. UWhat immediately comes to

mind {is dancing.

SINGING

Singing in pregliterate societies was prob-~hly Jjust as
pervasive as dancing and in fact might have been virtually
synonymous. In Nigeria, one would be hard pressed to find
any traditional dance routine not accompanied by singing.
Among the plains Indians of North America, the words '0ance’
and 'Song' were oftgn used interchangcably (E.D. Mitchell
1969) such was the relationship betwsen the two. Howevar,
it is pertinent to tiiat singing was not restricted to dancing
alone, but alsc featiu'rad as an intecnal part of asveryday life.
For instance, quite ~ number of stories and legends of the
Yoruba of Nigeria, are accompanied by songs and refrains.
They usually aid the .intensification of emotional thrills

derived from the stor .es. Women would sing while cooking or
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weaving cloth. Communzl farming saeseions among the Hausa

were never without a contingent of singsrs and drummers.

Tty

MIMICRY

Yhis was oftan.£ie; £D déncing a; well., Certain
sometimes performed in which the chief intersst is mimicry
in representation of epiritual or sarthly beings and animals,
When cne aexaminas thae dances parformaed among the various
ethnic groups of Nigeria, we one again find this to he so.

For example the 'Egungun' Masquerade dancers of the Yoruba,

STORYTELLING

Although this actigify was used basically as a means of
gducation, religiocus trsining and of transmifting social lore,
it also had its place as an important leisure activity-
eapecially among children. Very often these stories would
be Interwovan with scngs and rythmic movement teo add to its
gppeal. In fact many dances among preliterate people are
simply anothar farm of storytelling, where lagends and
folklore are actad outs. The eminence of storytelling becomas
understandable when we consider that the spoken word was the

ohly means of perpotuating legends and historical happenings.

a0

ARTS AND CRAFTS o

Thess, (thougl: not strictly forms of play) were found

to be common leisure-time activities.



GAMES AND CONTESTS

Being similar to those found in present day literate
societies, they included, wrestling, running, boxing, riding,
swimming etc. Among the various ethnic groups of Nigeria,
wrestling, boxing, FPishing and boating of sorts, wers but a

few of the playforms of this categorye.

In summary therefore, its important to note that the
ma jority of these activities had their religious as well as
playfull significance. More often than not, the religious
aspact was given more emphasis than the play aspect. This
is not surprising when one finds that at such a stage of
cultural development, man, in his everyday life, was closer
to the spiritual realm than he.is today. Dances vwere used
to worship geds, or to purify offenders and even heal
psycopathse The North American Indians had their rain dances.
Therafore, early socleties, (Those of Nigeria inclusive)
having fully intergrated play into everyday life and religion,

had no need for specialized leisure pastimes.

EVOLUTION OF LELSURE

Man, by nature, is both active physically and mentally;
thus when he had met the basic needs of self preservation,
he temporarily enjoyed lelsure and freedom for self

gratification. This self gratification however, could not
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be totally setisfied just by resting and sleeping alone,

he thus invented plays In sll probability, this play
eohslsted of play-fighting, play-hunting, dancing, singing,
storytelling etc. Children then probably imitated these
adult activities turninhg them intc play. Each generation
of ehildren then, through imitation, absorbec thess play
patterns. A background of play forms thersby emerged among
both adults and children which was handed down from generation
to geheratioh acquiring small chang-e along *he way. These
playforms gradually evolved in much the same way as other
pUstoms and folkways of pesople. Thi- was the eitu~tics of

play among praeliterate pacpla.

As societiee developed, emerging from the primitive ages,
mahkinds struggle for sUrvival became less eritical and
attitudes towards leisure began to chahge. The Greeks came
¥p wlth their ideas on lelstre. For them, lelsure was an
$deal situation vhich was the opposite of work or any activity
for that mattur. Aristotle spoke of lelstire as being unrelated
to any occupation whatscever other than muslc and contemplation.
This this is what probably consti¢nded =~ 7 tgyrg to them.
The Romans impraession was different. Lelsure was for a certain
class of people and it was more akin to what obtains today.
Wrestling, chariot races, Gladiator fights ete. They had
Amphltheatices and cocllosae for musie, dance and festivals.

The Forum andpublic baths all oPfered lelsure dlversons.
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By the middle ages however, things had changed again
due to the influence of religion, leisure becames a negative
things, It implied laziness which was a cardinal sin and was
therefore to be avoideds. With the coming of the renaissance,
thought trends began to revery back to Greek and Roman periods
and thie in turn aleo affected leisure patterns.

The biggest change came with the industrial revolution,
Previously, though attitudes were changed at different stages,
leisure was still not a specialized activity divorced from
evaryday life. Even the Roman fights and races were to gear
people towerds the conditions of war in uhich Rome constantly
found herself, When the industrial revolution came, work
habits changed and one had to work for many hours a day.

Even at home one was forced to contend with hopelessly
overcrowded slums, noisy environments and little or nc peace.
The need for leisure was heightened. Industrialists also
discovered that people work better if given a little time off
from work for recreation. Organized sports were encouraged
amang workers, paid holidays were introduced, drinking became
commercializeds As the general standards of living slowly
rosey, workers began to be more aware of their rights, formed
unicns and Trade CGroupe and got the work week reduced and
working hours shor tened. As a phenocmenom of its own, which
was Not necessarily related to everyday life. Amusement parks

and industries began to bocm. Pecple now took holidays farther
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away from home and there emerged a set of people, who, not
having any need of work, engage themselves almost entirely
in leisure pursuits. i.e. The leisure class. This trend
continues up till the present where leisure and play have
become so important that we now have experte on leisure and
entire villages and complexes devoted solely to leisure

pursuits, Places such as the Waly Disney World.

in summary, one has been able to briefly trace how
leisure developed from its earliest stages to what it is now.
As was mentioned before, the study has bsen on an international
scale, but it would now be appropriate to consider leisure in
Nigeria specifically. Since one now has a better grasp of
vhat constitutes leisure, it should be easier to identify

the various playforms already existing in Nigeria.
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CHAPTER Two

LEISURE IN NIGERIA

From the previous Chapter, it has been possible to trace
the development of leisure in other parts of the world. Uwhan
one attempts toc apply the process to Nigeria one comes to a
dalemma. Aside from the fact that up until very reacantly,
there were no written records from which one could look for a
trend, even those available noy, do not sesm to correspond
with observed trends elsswhere. The reason for this may be
that leisure as a major activity in Nigeria never really
evolved far from the primitive stages described in the last
Chapters The process by which we arrived at what obtains
today was not an evolution but a revolution. Within a
relatively short pericd, leisure practises have ! jumped! from
the primitive stage to a very advanced one. This was brought
about due to the contact with mors advanced countries through
colonialism. The colonialists, apart from the various ills
also brought with them, possibilities of extensive travel,
better communication through news media, telephone, telegraph
etc. All this led to a greatar interaction with different
cultures. Although the level of interaction was and still is
not uniform throughout the society, it's effects were felt by
the greater majority of the psople. Is there any part of
Nigeria which has not in any wzy been affected by contact with
western values and things, where No. 2 Radio, bycycle or

sewing machine exists. Most of the Technology in use today,
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the work habits of civil sarvants, students company workers
etc., are either acquired directly from or are by products of
colonialism. It therefore inevitable that foreign leisure
patterns should also be absorbed all this has taken place
within 2 or 3 generations wherse it took the western countries
nothing less than 3 or 4 centuries to get to thess states.
What took place is a revolution. This revolution is also
responsible for the fact that there are very few modern
leisure pastimes in Nigeria today which can be said to be
strictly original. It is therefore almost impossible to
provide a leisure centre which will cater only for strictly
original pastimes even then, its popularity and usefulness
would be next to zero. This issue is further emphasized by
an examination of the existing leisure situation. Lelisure in
Nigeria today exists on many levels, depending of the levels
of education, exposure to western valuss, and standard of
living. This alsoc true for 'advanced countriss' but the
difference lies in the fact that the range of activities
engaged in by the different levele is wider in Nigeria.
Ranging from primitive playforms to the most sophisticated
types available elsevhere. These different lavels can be
broadly grouped into two sections. Each with its own
sub=groups. The first level will consiet of activities which
ara basad on the old traditional playforms described in the

previous chapter. The class of people which engage in these
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playforms are mostly those in the rural areas where small
scale subsistence agriculture is still a dominant economic
activity, and where aexposure to western values is still
minimal. Their leisure is usually tied agricultural or
religious festivals, though same leisure pastimes could be
played at any season of the year, for example in tne esvenings.
Examples of the later type ares- Story telling, weaving,
plaiting of hair, Ayo' (a Yoruba game played with seeds)
social drinkings. The Pormer (those tied to some sort of
festival) includes wrestling, dancing of various forms,

Boxing (among the Hausa) fishing (e.g. Argungu fishing festival)
canoe races, farming competitions, magic displays and soc on.

TRADITIONAL BOXING

Among the Hausa, this was and still is an activity that
attracts a lot of attention. It's a highly organized game.
Special attires are worn by the boxers. Gloves, consisting
of pieces of cloth wrapped around one hand. Each boxer has
to go through ritual preparation for protection from his
opponent. Boxing matches are always accompanied by a group
af singers and drummere who add to the festivity of the aresa.
Usually food is prepared by the host village and boxars and

spectators alike eat at no cosy to themselves.

DANCING
This is the most prevalent activity engaged in by all

age groups. They are usually accompanied by musical
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instruments. €£ach dance usually has a special significance
with specific dance steps and a unigue attire or body painting

technique.

MAGIC DISPLAYS (YAN HOTD)

This is also another popular Hausa activity. It usually
takes place in the village grounds and is engaged in by peopla
from all walks of village life. A man would step out into
the open, shout and sing his praise names and Titles and then
perform some magical feat to the astonishment of the spectators
gathered round. This pastime usually takes place at the and

of harvest periods.

WRESTLING
This, like boxing, attracts a lot of attention and also

raequires special dress and hair styles tc be worn by the
participants. It is accompanied by musicians who urge their
various protegess on to greater feats of strengths Such
competitions were usually organized between neighbouring
villages and a lot of prestigs was attached to winning. At
the end of the match, the spectators and musicians would

of ten poke good natured fun at both the winner and loser.

From the foregoing descriptions, a few salient
characteristics of the 1st level of play activities are
evidents Virtually all these activities, are accompanied

by musical inetruments and singing - g@reating = generally
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noisy festive atmosphsre. Secondly, most have & special

attire which is worn by the participants and are usually
vigorocus and energy sapping. It is thus not surprising that
food and drink are always consumed in large quantities on

these cccasions. Finally, a large proportion of the activities
ire of tho spectator type. That is only a few poeople

participate while the greater majority watch.

The first level of leisure thus described is rapidly
decreasing in popularity as education and standards of living
increase, thereby opening up an awarcness of outside influences.
This often results in a modification of tastes. Especially
among youths who have not had the opportunity of being reared
into such pastimes, inevitably, they lean more towards western

values of laisure than did their forebears.

The second level of leisure angaged in by Nigerians
have gone through formal education or some othar form of
contact with Europe and America. consist mainly of activities
aquired from these places. People who participate in such
activities are usually resident in towns and cities where the
ma jority of the population is not involved in the primary
sector of the eccnomy i.e. Agriculture and the extractive
industries. N brief account of the type uf activities

comprising this lsvel is given belou.
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MES AN OMPETITIONS

This form of leisure hae captivated the attention of
a large proportion of Nigerian people especially among the
middle and low income earners, who spend a lot of time and
mongy following the various sports competitions and festivals
around the country. Football features prominently on the
list « others includs table tennis, wrestling and boxing
(international) vollsyball, lawn tennis stc. Any Nigerian
will attest toc the vast number of sports festivals perpetually
in progress around the country. More air time on television
is alloted to sports than any other programme excepting News
and Current Affairs on N.T.A. Channel 2 Lagoss In August 1982,
the following sports programme were on the air once a weeks
Brazzilian Soccer, Mid-week sports, Saturday sports, Lawn
Tennis, l.W.sAs Wrestling. In fact wrestling seems to have
become a very popular T.V. programme, Therefore, any leisure
cantre in Nigeria, depending on the local situation canncot
really be successful without at least one of these activities,

especially those which do not require much skill and learning.

SO URSIONS

This is also very popular among all Nigerians but the
Prequency at which it's undertaken depends to a large extent
on the money available and mobility of the individual., This
pastime includess Social Drinking (At Hotels, Night Clubs,
Local Bars)s Going to partiss, eating at restaurants, going

to beauty salwons, cinamas, beaches etc. By far the must
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popular of theses i; scciai ﬁrinking, In some parts of the
country sspecially in the south, there's hardly a street that
doss not have a beer parlour. ar hotel of some sort. Breweries
are some of the fastest growing bussinesss converns in Nigeria.
We have 19 states and more than 20 Breweries. This aspect would
thus play a vital role in any laisﬁre gntertainment centre.

This form of leisure is not so widespraad in the North because
of the greater influsnce of religioua restrictions in that

areas | B

DISCOS, PARTIES, PICNICS

Also a popular pastime especially in bié .urbéﬁ-:entrea-
A predominantly Night=time activity which affords an opportunity
for paopla to dress attractively and to sase tension. One of
the basic Factors which attracts party gosres i{s that they
environment at such vccassions is sntirely d4ifferent from any
other day~to=dmy social sctivity. Loud music, pulsating
multi-goloured lights, the crowds and fashions on display,
heavily interior decoration helps to sareate an atmosphere
totally removed from reality. It provides an escaps from
everyday problems. It is especially prevalent among the youngsr

ganerations, batwesn the ages 15 - 27,

BESTAURANT o o o .
Yet another popular leisure time centre. On public
holidays and occasfans {invalving scme sart of celebration poople

would often go out tov sat in a restaurant - for a chanps of
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eating atmogphere. In Nigeria, any abundange of fopd usually

implies some festival or celebration of a sort,

GEAUTY SALOONS, SHOPPING o

This activity, I believe, is also a leisurp activity.
Though partially sssential {(for women especially) they are
doftg in time away from aﬁy need to work. MoruGver, Beauty
Salogns are fast becouming social cantres and meeting grounds.
Added to this s thes fact that they serve as distractions
from day-to~day activitige., Llkowilse, shopping, nc longer
.baing restricted to particular market days,'is also bucomning
a leisure activity four those who ecan afford it, The riech in
Nigeria often travel out of the country just for luxury
inessential shopping. Some Nigsrians snjoy just plain window

shopping = to relax and day dream.

.

CINEMAS

This ia stili é.popular lgisure place thnugh its
ponuiarity is somewhat reduced in extent beczuse uf a
standard of living which affords more familiss gpportunities
of cwning a T.V. wHich reduces the attraction of spending

bl

money tu watch a film at a cinama.

BEACHES

Vary few in the country since only s few cities are

located close to the ssas Howsver, the few availabls are
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all very popular spots on Sundays and public houlidays.
Visitors to the Beach include people from a wide range of

income groups.

HOLIDAY RESORTS, AMUSEMENT PARKS

This category consists of facilities which are relatively
new in the country. They are very few and in the case of
Amusement Parks, located in Urban centres, and geoared towards
children. There's only one popular major holiday resort in
Nigeria = Yankari, Game Reserve. Unfortunately most of these
facilities are inaccessible to lower income groups. Peak
times for these centres are on the numerous public hclidays
that abound in the country. The major Amuscment Parks are at
Apapa and lkeja (Lagos). Enugu, and Ilorin, Most are either
not functioning or inadequataly supplied with facilities and

attractions,

CONCLUSIONS s

Leisure in Nigsria is basically western oriented
especially in the cities - though a few older leisurec
pastimes still persist today, but on a very small scale and
in predominantly rural areas. Thus any leisure centre in
Nigeria has to cater more for aquired western habits than
any other. Howsever Nigerian preferences and attitudes should
be respected. e.g. one needs to make provisiong for adequate
eating and drinking and for a noisy festive and distracting
atmosphore, and somz spzctator, and competitive games e.g.

table tennis cr dances and theatrical productions.



. CHAPTER THREE
ASE STUBIES

Ae EXPERIMENTAL PROTOTYPICAL COMMUNITY OF

TCMORROW
LOCATIONg= WALY DISNEY WORLD,
| | FLORIDE U.S5.8.

ARCHITECTS2= WALY DISNEY ENTERPRISES
Thé experimental prototype community of tomorrow {Epcot Centras
Fige 341) is onag of the most rgesntly constructed leisurs
contres today. As the name implies, it was originally intended
ﬁu be a place where "peaple actually live a life that they can't
find anyuwhere slse in ths world today. Epcgot will be a living
blugprint of the futurssssss a Fully operating community with a
population of mora than 20,000, Here American Pres enterprise
will constantly introduce, test and demonstrate new chncapts and
technologies years ahead of thelr application slsswhere."
Unfortunately by opening day in October 1982, the centrs had not
achisved this alme 1% had beeome in essence, Just a gigantic
themapark.

The entire 550 acra site was divided betwesn 2 major thoems
areag. The first was the future world {Focus of this case study)
- gxhibiting all the latest tachnology in photagraphy, transport
agriculture, communication stc. The second theme arsa is the
world showcasp consisting of full size models of important places
anhd buildings from all over the world, arranged around a man-made
lake. At the entrance ko the centre is the Flrst major

presantation in the futurs werld, called the spaceship earth.

L
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This 1s a huge 18 storey stesl geusphore. Here the hist0r9'
of communication is traced from the first cave images to
computers whose electronic pathways take you to the very
edge of spaco, This structure is the flrst gecdesic structure
to achieve a vomplete sphere with a diamater of 165 feet. The
sphere rest on tue supporting tlegs! which contain the sarth
station {The 'City Hall' of the coemplex), and its key
information systems The spheré is actdally two seperate
spherical structures. Ong inside the octher. The cuter sphers
ieg held 2ft. away from thse inner one, and eoniains aluminium
support frames for 954 trianqular aluminium pansls., The inner
core is mads v of stesl structural members arrangesd in typical
geodesic foerme Its multilevel decking houses the spiralling
route for the vide system. The uppsr portiocnh of tho sphere is
a glant projecticen screen where a planetarium effect is achieved.
The ride system consists of a reil track which epirals around
the intarier surface of the globe, and seaveral cars which carry
a total of 228 guests. Around this primary monumental structure,
arp arrangad all cther presentations of ths future world, sach
in a3 seperate building. | |

‘The Univcrse of anerg? takes one fhrough the great geological

upheavals th-t enfolded fuseil fuels deep within the sarth up to
the present and on to sxaming the enaerqy sources ¢f the future.
The presentation invclves the most complex film system ever
developed. £ven smells are simulated to give the viswer a

feoling of actually being prusent in the film gcenas.
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The roof of this pavillion carries a six acre area covered
with 80,000 photo vcltail cells producing power tu drive the
six clectric passenger vehicles carrying a total of 600 people
within the world of motion housed in a building shaped like a
wheel is 3 shcus in one = an interesting ride through the
history of transportation takes guests to the centre core, a
six storey high keleidoscope view of a futuristic city. Then
on to trans=centre, the showcasing of advanced concepts in
present and future transportation systems.

The jcurney into imagination presented by kodsk is in
two parts. A ride through the creative processes in photography
and participation in an electronic centre where one can drau
colour pictures on o screen with a finger. Second is the magic
Journey theatre which screens the world's largest 3=dimensional
mution picture ever produced. The landscaping at Epcot was also
on a monumental scale. Millions of cubic metres were moved to
create hills, rampsg, valleys, berms and su on. Over 12,000
trees ware transplanted and thousands of flowering plants were
nurtured. (Readers Digest, August 1982).

This cnsa study presents a really gigantic and interesting
picture of an educative, entertaining exhibition centre. 1Its
relevance to this thesis will, along with that of other case

studies, bo examined at the end of the chapter.
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gven guess its size, shape, colour or sconic distance, since
it would be constantly changing. The actual concrete naver
being visible wither from outside or inside.

It was discoversd that the optimum space and structure
suggested & circle that was covered by a concrete domes
This space will be buried in the ground and covered with
landscaping. A steel gantry ie suspended from the dome to
form a ceilings It alsu supports a crane which does the
rearrangement for various purposes. Service outleys are
located in the floor and ceiling on a 6m grip. These ocutleys
in the roof supply the open paruland above the dome so peopls
can plug in electrical appliances e.g. radio, air cocler,
fans, airbed, telaphones etc. Projection televion is provided
80 that major events going on can be reprojected onto a huge
screen so that minute details may be observed and instant
roplays showns The large number of configuraticns which the
place can underqo is astoundingj added tu this is the fact
that several esvents can go on at the same time. This gives
each individual a choice in determining what toc watch at any
given time. The salient innuvation however, is that within
this shecll, many different environments can be simulated thus
gnsuring great flexibility. Each individual wculd be able to

Pind at least one item to entertain himself with.
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YONDER WORLDs Corby, Northamptonshire, England.
(Fige 644)

This is a gigantic themepark proposed basically as a
tribute to British Heritage. It's scale and approach to
design are very much =kin to that of Disney world, Though
it is expected to play a much mcre important rolz in everyday
lifes It is a multi=-themed leisure place set in beoutifully
landscaped surrcundings which provides a wide ranoe of
facilities and attractions. The project includes a vast
weather projected centre which housss a wide variety of
attractions, each based on a particular theme such as the
technology of the day, social or environmental matters cr
even folklcres. It works like a gigantic exhibiticn centre
with the biggost omphasis on participaticn. In this respect
it's different from most other themeparks. Cne learns about
the digestive process by taking a boat ride through a huge
replica cf ths human ailimentary canal. Restautant/Bar is
provided which is shaped like an any and is capable of being

shifted around this is the British answer to Waly Disney.

SUMMARY

From the prucceding case studies, a few salient points
may be observed cuncerning the general approach to leisure

centres arcund the world.
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They 2l1ll provida toc differing extents, environments w
which arc different and distractive from what ohtains in the
sveryday life of its visitors., The Herringthorpe leisure
cantre provides a tropical climate and vegetation which is
totelly remuved from normal British climates. This scerves to
increase interest in the centre = thereby contributing to
its success. The shuuwcases at Epcot centre brings cne out
of the present into the past or into the future by simulating
conditicons which obtain at such periodse. This ies total
distraction wvhich as menticned earlier helps one to relnx

bettsr.

Secoundly, there is an air of innovation and inventivensass
about them all. Something new and different is guing one At
the Epcot centre, latest technologies are on exhibition, the
worlds' biggest 3-dimensional screen is constructed, plunts
are being grown in zero gravity, and the world's first complete
geosphere. At the features, Monte Carlo, a new extensive
flexibility is introduced. Things can now be coumpletely
changoed round ot will. The wonderworld unique space simulators
and ridess They all give a fesling of man's unlimited
creativity ac well as making visitors subtly aware of all the

latest improvements in various fields cf endesavour,

Thirdly, they all present projects which are closely
connected to landscapinge. At Epcot, landscaping was done

gxtensively and was a major consideraticn,.
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Lastly,' there's a wide range of activities provided.
So that all age groups will be catered for = an abundance
of facilities. Thus the arecas of amphasis in the design

have been brought to light.
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CHIPTER _FOUR

THE CCONTEXT = ILORIN

Ilerin, capital of Kwara Stats, has a population of
over 400,000 an: is tho biggest urban centre in the state.
The indigencus pecple are the Yorubaz, Hausa, Gobir, Nupe and
Fulani but by far the largest group is the Yorubas, in fact
Ilorin can bs conveniently called a Yoruba city. Despite
this predominance of Yorubas, the city still maintains strong
cultural and religious ties with the old Northern region.
For axample, the majurity of the pecple ares moslems (Fige 441)
and since 1831, Ilcrin has been an emirate. Islam has a

great boaring o©n the festivals in Ilorin are meostly moslem

festivals, such as the groat Beiram Kabir and Maulud Nabiyi.

Regarding tho cities economy, there exists a diversity
of occupational types and participation in the variocus ssctors
of the sconomy. Agriculture is no longsr a major economic
activitys~- Manufacturing, commerce, construction and home
industries alsc fzll within the city's aconomic spherc
(Table 4.1)e Thus Ilorin is not rural but urban in character
since agriculture no longer carriass a large portion of the
labour forcee. It can thereforc be considered, taking all the
facters mentioned above, to be big enough in terms of available

services and infrastructure to support a large leisure centre.



To-r,f. -
[(ronomic ™ T ;4 ' £ NUMBER DISTRIBUTION
| ACTTY MAFE | Femare - BIRBUTIN
A(:IZ(C 3700 _I’_r‘:': - 53_‘5_ 5__2:-*__“
Mwwg 125 o i .1.25 O»_J_
SO —-
FAJosz\l 1250 ] _ls_ ) l‘iprﬁ o I-_b . ﬁ
C‘“P‘”T“‘f 1975 25 | 2000 | I'7 |
home "
-**990_%1&4,._15_76 4650 | tozs | re |
TaiLorING | 2675 2125 400 | 40O |
[oTwex . 2050 6025 | O
| Worksuops | 2975 L
| ELECR®CITY, 50_0 )
jGas | °%° ) © | 3° | o%
ConsIRUCTfON| 271715 25 2.%00 | 2D
 TRADE ‘.45;;;1 """"" o 1 |
£ = 15100 i T4
eesjameny| WITS | 2125 | 1800 | lTe |
| STREET] TRAPE, — 43425 4—%3_&5-“'__%6-?-_ |
Trans por-T 4. Boo . 40
| commezce | 479 50 | 4200 | 4o |
FINANCE 500 215 ‘72-: e *O G
{ZC&EJ;;}\; ' 36 _
AT L "."_o__ _?__ _fe-e
| o7H#ers 175 50 215 ©-z |
L‘IO‘JA'— £o, 875 1 (,o 17 el o550 :aci__c?__/“_q
LAasour Forc_c& ﬁcoﬂ&mtoz\l

TARLE

4 -1

_For ILomiA



- rc]?.l OWAl -I_"'l_t-w'-v}f.-. FAMILY "

. EMPLOYEL oTAL
STATUS SERVANT | ACOUNT ' EMPLOYED | MEMBER
Nouszz | 14:350 | 93,325 | j¢25 | 0175 | 175 [12050
Pem.e.u-f' in-q b 3y o 2 9T 06 oo
Hours 45 -2 56715 | 60 81 5521 |59 a9 | 552
INCOME | B1.09 | 2846 | 75 7T | 37142 - 35 -89

- 4 S S [—
5
Emp oveD TorutaTioN By EcoNomic STATUS.
| AVECAGE HOURS [WEEK AND AvemAGE INCOME
f
TARLE 4.4
DTHERS
CHRISTIA N
MOSLEM

Porutation By Reuocion

FG 4.1



31

MEED FOR ¢ LEISURE CENTRE

Despita the size and urban nature of Ilorin, it has
only ong amusemsnt park which does not adequately cater for
the population. The facilities provided are minimal - a
snack bar, six swings for children, and about four cages
containing mocnkayss The rest of the park consists of just
landscaping which is well maintesined. Houwever, because of
a lack of better alternativaes people still come there in
large numbers. On any of the numerous Islamic Public helidays,
in ssarch of a different environment, other than their homes

in vhich tco celobrate, to mark 2 special occassion. Recontly

however, attendance has been deelininy because tihe park has
"> bouring sinca there are not enough facilities to keep

ong entertained for an ~ppreciable length of time.

From this, there are very few places of interest to jo
t7 when visiting Ilcorin and often are the times when visitors

to the ecity complain of any data lack of interesting places

to visit. This neced is further emphasized by the fact 47.7%
of the entire population are beluw the age of 14 years of age
(Table 4.2)s These aga groups need and have time for
amusement; which sheuld be properly organized. There arec
also the students of ths various secondary schocls, the
University, and other higher institutions whose tastes,
aquired through formal education would not be satisfied by
the existing amusament park. However, cther leisure
facilities and activities Jo exist in Ilorin and these aro

daserited in thi» Following sections
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he AT TICS [ND CRCAN D _GCAMES

(Footbell, Boxing, VollayBall, Hockey etc.)
Thnese are adequataly provided for at the new "ultra modern®
stadium preposed for Ilorin, a part of which has baen
constructod and is now in use. Participants are usually
gsgmi-proffassicnals or school teams ongaged in organized
contests. This type of leisure activity will nct be

considerad as part of the thesis for the follcwing reasons.

1« Thesse sports are bescoming less of leisure activities
and more of a prcofessional and economic one.

2. They require a substantial amount of skill and
training before one ecan enjoy playing them.

3. As stated above, these activities are being
adequately provided for already at the new complex.

4 A lot of entertainment is often derived from
watching thiese games, but nowaday', one needs only tc switch
on the television sst to gst that satisfaction and these will
be provided in adoquate numbers at the proposed entertazinment

centre.

Be INDOOR GRMES
(DRAUGHTS, LUDO, TrBLE TENNIS)

These are very pupular leisure pastimes which usually take
place in front of one's house or by the roadside in the late

afternoon with a few spectators gathered round.
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C. EATING £ND DRINKING

There, oxdsts an abundance of hetols, bars and
restaurants in llorin, cotoring for various tostes and
penplaos. This cuuld be said to be the most prevalent leisurse
facility here. This indicates the importance of this aspect
te the people daspite their islamic backgrounds. The pronnsea

centrg will contain provislons for this.

D. TREEATRICHL AND MUSIC.L PRODUCTIONS

fttending these is another popular pastime here as in
mcast cther parta of Yorubao lands Travelling Theatrical
Companivs such s Baba Salo, Jacob Papy=Lolo ond Traditional
as well as modern musiciang uften visit tho city.
unfaertunately no facilities for them exist. Thoy aluays.end
up perfurming in Hotel Lobbies, the stadium =nd ot times the
Cinema housas 4 major Fault which ecan be corrected hy the

New centro,

Ee DISCOTHEQUES, PrRTIES, PICNICS

is in uthor parts of tho country, thuse are basic
leisure pastimgs, but morg so among the Yoruby who necd only

ths smallast aexcusc to throw huge perties.

Fo SUIMMING
A very pupular activity among students and the main pool

in town (at Kwara Hotel) is often crowdsd on hct dayse
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G. AMUSEMENT PiLRK

This has already been discussed in the preceding sections.

He SHOPPING

This too is an important leisure activity, as was

discussed alsc in the previous saecticn.

The above are some of the popular leisure pa-times in
Ilorine One may ask if the city really needs an entertainmant/
leisurse centre if 211 of these facilitiec described alraady
oxiste The answer to this would be that, though quito a few
fecilitios exist. They are scattered all ovver the city.

Each providing for only one or two leisure pastimes. Thus in
ordar tu et a complete rongs of activitiss, one would nesd
tc do a lot of shuttling around towun from one place to the
other. There is therofore s necod to have » centre where
these activities can take place within a relatively small
radius ¢f movemant, Such a centre would alsc incorpurate

facilities which have buen left out unwittingly.

SOCIO~-CCONOMIC SURVEY OF ILORIN AGE = SEX DISTHIBUTION
(FIG. 4.2)

From the Bar Chart shouwn in Fig. 4.2, it will be observed
that there is a predominance of children under 14 yoars of agae
They form 47.7% almost half the entire population in 1975.

This percentage is expected to decreasc to about 40.5% by 1990,
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dua to batter family planning =nd ccnsequent low birth rates.
The ages bstunen 15 = 28 scem to be much smaller than expectede
This has becn attributed (Ilorin Faster Plan) to miss emigration
tr schouls of higher learning and in scarch of better jobs in
Lagus, Ibadan, Ife and toc the Northe However, with the
astablishment of 2 University and Collegas of educaticon,
tachnology, the various secondary schools and an increasc in
guod, well paying jobs. This trend is likely to boc reduced,
thus increasing the percentagc of ycuths (15 = 28) which remain
at Ilorin. Thus From tho 1980 chart, percentage of ycuths From

8 - 24 is 38%,

Thus it cen be safely said that sbout half of the total
numbor of visitors to any amusement centre will bo 2B years
and below. This will affect ths design and planning of the
leisure facilities since age often dictates the type cof
activities cngagos in. Youthfull activities are more energetic
and involve a greater range of mobility than the clder age groups
whose leisure becomes progressivecly less energetic, localized and
more contemplative with increasing age. Thus the yosunger agas
beging more in number, and mocre mobile, would require bigger
spaces and more energetic games than the ulder genaration.
Youth aru also better able to absorb innovations. Play
structures fFour them necd not be treditional, new ideas can

be intr.lucsd,
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PROJECTED DISTRIBUTION OF EMPLOYMENT

(ThBLE 4.2)

This table highlights a trend which indicates a general
decreasc in the urban participation ratio, os well as a shift
in the distribution cof labour between the three major sectors,
both the primary and tertiary sectors shouw a docrease while
the secondary sescturs, shows an increasej absorbing the excess
from tho othor sectors. This has been attributed (Ilorin
Master Plan) to an increase in education lavel attained by

the working population. The decrsase be duc to the following.

Ae An increase in the pace of educational opportunities,
implying that people spend more years at educational
institutions before being released to the labour force.

8. Married immigrants with steady employment tend to
bring their families with them thus increasinn the non-working
population.

What this implies is that since a smaller proportion of
the population will be engaged in active econcmic work a
groater number will be free from werk and therefore free to
engage in leisure pursuits.

INCOME DISTRIBUTION (Table 4.3(a) 4.3(b)

The table shown in table 4.3(a) showe the distribution of
inceme betwoon the various income groups of Ilorin. This
protection indicates an increase in the share of income taken

up by tho medium and low income groups and a corresponding
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decrease for the higher incomaes. Table 4.3(b) shous the
projection monthly income per housshold (in Naira) for 1980
and 1990, The table shows an increase in the average monthly
income of household in llorin,

These two tzbles together indicate a risc in per capita
income and consequently living standards, which is expected
to lead to more people having no need to work (especially women)
and to early retirement. This means an increase in the number
of people most likely to be interested in a leisure centre
were free time can be pleasantly occupied. 1t also indicates

a possibility of people having more money to spend on leisure.

This projection is, however, not entirely accurate as it
does not take into consideration the rising inflation and cost
of living., The inflation will have a negative effect. Thus
neutralizing the positive aspects of an increasing per capita
income. This doues not mean Iloring people will no longer
spend on leisure or gven that this money will be substantially
reduced from onag's observation, people often spend huge amounts
of money on pleasures {e.g. drinking, parties) despite the pinch

of inflation = especielly in Urban areas.

EMPLOYED PDPULATION BY ECONOMIC STATUS (T/BLE 4.4)

from the table, the majority of the working population
works between 45 = 59 hours a week (approximately 9 -« 12 hours

per day) civil servants work the least number of hcurs and yet
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earn the highest salaries. Civil servants will thus probably
form the biggest proportion of working class visitors to any
lgisura centre at Ilorin, since they spend less time at work
{more free time) and have more (average cf %81.,09 per week)
to spand in this time than do other workers.

The largest group of workers are own account workers,
mostly street traders (Table 4.1) who spend 56.75 hours working
per week for meager incomes. These are not likely to have
gncugh time or money to spend on leisure as they guite quite

often work on public holidayse.

LIMATE, VEGETATION, GEOLDGY

Ilorin falls within the hot humid climatic zone with
high temperatures and rainfall the year round. Temperatures
range between 21 - 24°c uitﬁ the hottest period being February
and Marche It then decreases from a peak of 24°C to a low
of 21°C in the months of June, July, August due to the
moderating effect of the peak rainfall in June. It then begins
toc rise again, falls in October = November and picks up again

until it reaches its climax in February.

The rainfall follows a similar pattern and the months Just
after peak rainfall show the lowest temperature readings.
Ilorin has a double rain peak the first being June - July and
the second in September/October. However the rain persists
virtually all year round and the effect of the harmattan winds
isn't felt until December and January even then it's very short

lived.
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VEGETATION

Because of Ltt's climate, thé uegetétion typg of Ileorin
congists entiraly of the south Guinea Savannah vegstation,
This is cherecterised by a predominance of grassss and shrubs
interspersed with trees, mostly of the svergrean type. Common
tree types are shea butter and nim tres. The climatic and soil
type (lateritic) are however, conducive to a much wider range
of tree typs than are found in the area. Trees such a
fragipant flamboyant and parkla clapertoniata would do guite
well in this zone, : ' : " _i”:j

GEOLOGY

The basic suhetratum here is the ;racambrian basemant
complex. It is an old sturdy rock type consisting of granitic
rocks with high structural capabilitins and thus a high load
bearing capacity., Foundations gensrally need not bo specially
treated as a major constraint. The scil type produced by the
waathering of this basament complex is mostly of the acldic

lateritic typa which has good structural capagbilities as well,
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CHAPTER FIVE

DESIAN_GNA' S

From the previous chap“~=, oRA can séa that Ilorin
lacks an interesting and enteiraining lsisure place, uvhich
ieusually neceseaxry for any urbea centre. These which exist
are by natura of their location (37 the city centre) and
facilities provided not capable of cdeguate distraction from
the buay city onvironmant. Yet distraction is g basic
ingredient of leisure -~ distrsction "rum various preseures,
distraction from work and the work snvirorment. It is only
in this stato that vne can truly beo ~* lefen-g to immerse
oneself in whatover leisure activity one desires. The major
dasign goal of this thesis would therefore be to create an
environment gearsd towarde total distraction from everyday
life and its attendant pressures, This can be achieved by

various means, some of which are outlined bealows=-

LEHD&CQPIHG“

Lanscaping pllows for a wide —~~mna 0® nnegibilitios to
ereate an interssting environment: flills can be created from
excavated soil, sarth berms, man made lakes, waterfalls stc.
can turn the land itself inter a arnlpture piecs. By using
.~ trees and shrubs, vietas can be creatsd v. R 2hlight interesting
. features of the site as well as adding to scenic beauly. Trees

can alen bn nend ge cznamentsl chl-~*2 grneaially flowsering trses
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such as frangipani or the flame tree. Variations in light
and shade over the park is also possible by altering the
density and form of the trees. Flowsrs, shrubs and grass
enhance the beauty of the environment when they are well
treated. Other landscape Hardware such as benches, footpaths,
sign posts, fountains, steps and sculpture pieces also offer

means or creating interest.

ARCHITECTURE

The buily environment can also be used to create interest
and to distract attention. To successfully achieve this goal,
the form of Architecture should be different from whatever
may be common in the city. Forthermore, psycholcgists have
bgen able to determine the kind of shapes and forms uhich
promote feelings of festivity and playfullness (A«R.G. Isaac,
1971)«. These forms are basad entirely on curves and circles,
while straight lines and acute angles are said to be more
rigide This assertion sesms to hold some truth when one
considers the fact that very may games and leisure pursuits
contain or are based on cirgular or spherical objects and
areas. A ball is spherical, a racket is circular, stadia
and theatres are often based on circles or curved forms,
when dancing we think of a dancing ring or "ball"™ room
dancing. This consideration will play a very impertant role

in the thesis. 1In fact, as much as possible, the
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Architecture of tho centre will be based on the circle and

curved lins.

COLDURS

It is generally known that colours do influence the
behaviour of people though to extents (Neuferts 1970:
published) these could alsc be brought into play to enhance

the beauty of the place.

FACILITIES

Ultimately these are what would determine the success
or failure of the centres They will alsc have to be bsautiful
and interesting enough to absorb attention. This will also
require that they be innovative to some extent or at least
provide different experiences from everyday ones. Mcvement
between facilities is another avenue for creating the totally
distractive environment. Usually in parks and centres of
this nature, (in Nigeria) the various facilities are provided
such that as you lsave from one to another, the entertainment
ceases until one gets to the next. 1 propose to make this
movement interesting cuch that even while moving from one
point to another, one is being entertained. Passing throuch
tunnels, along ramps changes in level, creatiocn of vistas,
the use of mechanical passenger conveyors, escalators and

the like, are some of the ways by which this can be achieved,
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LOCATION

This is alsc a factor affecting a leisure centre, and
it contributes to the amount of distraction which ean be
achieved. Where the centre is located in the heart of the
city, and cluse to a very busy traffic node (as in the case
of Ilorin Amusement Park) noise from the surrounds will
prevent adequate relaxation. Moreover, the fesling of "Going
Out" or "Getting Away" is drastically reduced compared to
when the site is farthaer from the city centre. Perhaps a
site a 1littls out of toun cr, in the least, secluded, would
be best for such a projecte This was taken into consideration
when selecting the site.

In order to maximise the entertainment derived, it would
be advantageous if provisions are made such that one could
spend -a whole day on the site. The most basic provision in
this regard would be food, then a place or places for rest
and calm occupations,

Another goal, rglated to the first would be to arrive
at a design which accoumodates all age groups. This implies
a very wide range of activities where each group can be
pleasantly amused. For the younger children say thouse under
7 years of age. Supegvision for their play is essential,
though their radius of activity i{s limited. As age increases,
mora open spaces are necded. Accomodation af.auch a wide
range of age groups is perhaps essential since people spend
a whole day here and are thus more likely to bring children

along with them rather than leave them untended at home.
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Safety should also be an important consideration for any
age group but more so for the younger ages.

Night-time activities among the youths and young adults.
The need for this has already been identified in the last
chapter.

Everyone will admit that Nigeria as a whole, is
technologically backwards campared to other advanced nations
despite the fact that we have quite a few creative minds in
this country, in addition to the abundant universities
colleges of science and technologye. Perhaps one reason for
this is that we as a nation are afraid of being inventive,
but more than this, the greater problem is probably that
the greater majority of Nigerians are not aware of just how
far behind we really are.

People do not know about technological advances going
on elsewhere around the world, since we spend all our time
locking back at our past. Maybe its time to stop cultural
dances festivals and the like and open ouwr esyes to the
twentieth century. Mankind is reaching out making achievements
and we have to expesc ourselves to these advances in order tc
gain from them or at least tu secure an awareness in pecple of
the need to sit up and do something positive for a change. I
believe a leisure centre offers an opportunity to expose
people to higher technology in a relaxed atmosphere = which

is the best atmosphere in which to absorb innovations.



45

from the case studies presented in chapter three it
has been pointed out that leisure centres are usually mediums
for trying out new idoas, structures and building types. new
machines and processes. The sphere at the entrance of the
Epcot centre, Flerida, is the first completely spherical
geodesic Dome in tho world. New methods of image projection
were invented (3 Dimensional projection). At the features
project, Monte Carlc, an egxperimental structure with almost
total Flexibility of function and form was introduced. The
fun palace project by cedric price proposes numerous
technological Feats, the wonderland project in England
(Construction begins this year) is another astounding feat of
science and Architecture. The Audio~animatronics at the E
Epcot centre are another innovation; Robots which speak, move,
have facial expressions and can respond to various situations,
All these go to show that leisure centres can often be used as

means of exposing people to these new advances in science

I propose to attempt to broaden the awareness of Ilorin
people and the nationh leisures technology Architecture and
80 One Nigeria cdoes not yat have the infrastructure to support
the very advanced tochnology, but within our limits, it's still
possible to try a faw things. However, there is the fear that
if taken too far, the purpose may be defeated when the provisions
become so futuristic that it begins to disoriente~leading to a
phenomenom described by alvin toffler, as 'Future shock'

(Toffler - 1969)
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This is one of the reasons which have led me to conclude
that it may not be necessary to consider a centre which offers
vltimate flexibility as it may lead to complete
disorientations Slight disorientation in my cpinion, is
good, for short periods of time, for leisure centres - to add

to interest and stimulate curivsity.

But where is exceeds a certain limit (as I believe
would happen in a chanaing, totally flexible unit) it becomes
a negative factor. The environment becomes rapidly changing,
unfamiliar and unpredictable one, taxing the minds' tolerance

for change to the limit.

"Just as the body cracks under the strain
of environmental overstimulation,

the mind and its decision making
processes behave erratically when

overloaded" (Toffler, A. Future shock 1969)

CONCLUSIONS

The main design goals can now be identified as being
three-fold, sach containing its' various smaller ideas and
objectives. Thay aret-

A CLreation of an environmant geared

toyards distraction from pveryday

activities,
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Accomodation of all age groups =
implying the provision of a wide

range of activitiaes,

Introduction and exposure, to higher
lovels of technology and differant

ideas in Architecture and landscaping.
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CHAPTER SIX

S1TE

CHOICE OF SITE

On consultation of maps of Ilorin and a general physical
survey of the city, two alternatives for sites presented
themselves. (Fig. 6.1) Alternative (A), the Agba Dam, located
behind the Government Reservation Area, is a possible location
for an entertainment centre of the sort proposed. There's
the presence of a water body, adequate space and proximity to
a residential area which would imply that people would not
need to walk too far to get to the site. Howsever, considering
the design goals (especially the need to have it loccated a
little way out of town) and the fact that the area would socn
be overgroun by the city and thus bacome part of the city
centres. (Fige. 6.2) (Ilorin Master Plan, 1980). At that
point it would no longer be suitable. Moreover, the site is
designated as an open green area by the planning authorities
and the propcs:ed centre would be in diract contrast to this.

Alternati ve (B) the Asa Dam Area, about 16km out of town
was thus chosei' as the site to be used for the thesis. It is
out of town, as stipulated by the design goals, and also
contains an ext ensive water body (Asa Dam) which is the biggest
in the city. A:lready the town planning authorities have
designated the : rea as a zone of "Recreation and spacial uses."
In fact, plans 2 re Being made to turn the area into a Tourist

Resort. Apart f:-om this, the site is located near the
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International Airport and the proposed Expressway junction
from Lagos to Kaduna thereby opening up the area to visitors
from other parts of the country. A major intracity transport
terminal has also been proposed, very closs to the site. This
makes it gasier for those whu do not own cars, about B0¥% of
the city population (Ilorin City Survey, 1975) to get to the

site by public transport.

Moreover, the site has, within the last few years become
a popular picnic spot, especially on easters and summor
vacation periocds. A few rich people in town own sail boats
and can sometimes be seen sailing on favourable days. The

water works lhas become a minor Tourist attraction as well,

SITE ANALYSIS (FIG, 6.3)

The sit ot present contains no built structurcs.
It consists of just open bush (predominantly grass and
shrubs) with » few trees of the parkia variety dotted
around. The wegetation is evenly distributed though not
dense« Soil it.ype is the same as the rest of the city
(Lateritic Clay). The only difference being a greater
percentage of gravel and sands especially close to the dam
itself. A small area of the site close to the existing
cleared area fur parking is used for storage of huge asbestos
water pipess The site is serviced by a small road leading to

the existing parking area adjacent to the main works building.
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Proceeding from the parking is a big path which leads onto
the walkway over the dam. The dam itself is 400m wide, 13m
deep and approximately 108,000,000 litres at pesk volume,

1t is thus adequate for sven medium sized sail boats. The
Ministry of Agriculture intends to start a fish Farm on a
part of the dam, and as such it may not be available for
swimming. Boating and fishing can still take place however.
Referring back to the existing park, it consists entirely of
cleared ground and has not been specially treaterd as such.
About 100m from this parking area is a small natural pier from
which sail boats are launched. There are good views from the
site to the opposite bank of the rivers To the south is a
clear view to unspoilt natural landscape for miles around.
The site is well aired by local breezes from over the lake
created by differences in the heat storing qualities of esarth
and water. The area of the sits is about 14 hectares (5.6
acres) though just portion will be used = depending on the
facilities provided = and the rest will be left for future

expansion to a Tourist Cuntre.

GENERAL DESIGN REQUIREMENTS

From the review cf leisure practices in Nigeria and

Ilorin (Chapters two and four) some general design requirement

were made. Provisions for the following should thus be made.
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LODGING

There's the possibility of people wanting to spend the
weekend at the site. In addition to this, the site being
close to a major expressway junction and to an internationeal
airport, would be a natural place for a stopover for long
distance travellers. This provision would alsc make it
easier for the area to be turned into a tourist resort which

is the long term planning goal for the area.

BOATING AND SWIMMING

Since the Dam is already being used for boating, this
will be incorporated into the site and spscial provisions
for swimming will have to be made as the dam itself will not
be used for this activity as explained in the previous

sections.

THEATR

The need for this has been identifisd in the last
chaptar.

INDODR RECREATION

Activities and small games such as table tennis,
draughts, watching television etc. will be provided in

addition to video games and the option of watching 8mm films,
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S PIRTIES
Provisions for this will also be made as it is a most
essential leisure =activity at Ilorin.
STARURANTS fAND SHOPS

Theso are also sssential if people are to spend
appreciable lengths of time on site and also to serve lodgers

at the proposed Motel.

ADMINISTRATION AND MAINTENANCE

The necessity of providing these is obvious.

AMUSEMENT P/ARK

This is the highlight of the entire projects Ths

site would be incomplete without it.

PICNIC GROUNDS AND BAMBOO GROOVE

This is alse needed as it incorporates uses for which
the site is beimng put already. It will be a quiet zone which
will most likely be very attractive to the clder generation
whose leisure is more contemplative = especially the Bamboo
Groove which will contain facilities for rest and calm

occupations,

SUPERVISED PLAYPEN/PLAYGROUND

This provision is for the smaller children (below 7

years) whose activities need supervision, Parents visiting
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the centre can leave their kids here and go on to enjoy

themselves.

5 NCEPT

Based on the site analysis, design coals and genernl
design reguirements the site concept shown in Fig. 644 uwas

arrived at after several attempt.

The parking and built of zone are put as close to the
existing parking as possibla. This was to limit the access
of motor vehicles to the green areas, and to leave as much
open space as possible, This arrangement also serves tc

define the entrance to the centre.

This built up zone will be made up of restaurant, shops,
indoor recreation, administraticon maintenance and childrens
playpen and =swimming pool. As nne moves further into the
site, the next zone is the amusgmant zone since this will be
the focus of attention on the site, I intend to raise this
area above the ground, with accuss by ramps, so that it is
visible from sll sections of the site. The picnic area,
Bamboo Groove are further into the eitc. But quite close to
the lake for gouod view and breezes. Thus landscape becomes
more open ancl activities less energetic. Boating and fishing
should naturally be close to tho water body. The lodging
facilities are» located just outside the main access to the

site« The arr.angement makes it possible for gate fees to be
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collected at the entrance and it prevent people sneaking

into the site through the Motsl, as would be the case if it
were incorporated into the site. The Theatre falls into the
built up zone but will be an open amphitheatre to emphasize

the opannaess of thoe site.

This is a brief summary of the eite concept. The

details can be made clear by refering to the thesis drauwings.
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CHAPTER SEVEN

LANDSCRPING

In accordance with the design goals (Chapter five)
and to the precedence supplied by the case studiss, Landscaping
will be used as a means of creating further interest and to
relate the Architectural structures to the site. The concest
for the site is given in (Fig. 7.1). Since, the site is
practically flat (Gradient -~ one in one hundred and thirty)
interest can be created by altering the gradient of the land
at certain points, and the use of planting and water bodies
to create a sequence of views thereby ensuring a lack of
monotony. The basic landscape technigues and elements to be
used can be classified into the followings-~ Earth works,

plant material, hard landscape, water and lighting.

Re R ORKS

The major use to which earthworks will be put is in the
creation of mounds and hills rather excavations to form valleys.
Part of the reason for this is that the site itself is a valley
bottom and creating more vallays would be simply a repetition
of an already existing feature. More importantly however, is
that being a vallsy bottom, the water table will be very high
and excavations below it would lead to flooding or seepage thus
creating greater drainage problems. The factors affecting

ground modalling are briefly described as follows.

287727
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(i) Soil type

It is essential to approach the design bearing the
limitations of the available soil types in mind. The bearing
capacity refers to the structural abilities of the soil.
Normally, there's a differencs in volume between soils and
subsoils in their original states and during and after
removal.to a new situation. The designh will have toc make
allowance, depending on the soil type, for a difference of
betusen 5% = 10% uvhere compaction, the allowance should be
15% - 25% (Weddle, 1979). The angle of repose of soil is
another important factor. Each svuil has its own particular
angle of repose or stability. Depending on the amount of
moisture in the soil. Ffor earthworks made up of mounds

angles of repose for various soils are as follouwss=

Very Wet Clay and silt S sns 1323
Wet Clay and Silt sae sss 182
Ory sand and Gravel _— ees  TINR
Dry Clay ses e S8 1213
Meist Sand R sn e 1313

(ii) Angle of Slopes This refers to the optimum
angle needed to maintain a slope against the forces of
serosions "It is virtually impossible to lay douwn an
accurate picture of erosion resistant slope. Angles for
different soils, because of the great variations in weather

conditionse" (Weddle, 1979) However, a few measures can be
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taken to prevent a slope from eroding away. These include

terracing and benching, as described in Fig. 7.2.

(111) \Water Tables

The need for taking this into account has been mentioned

at the beginning of this Chapter.

(iv) Type of Machinery

The type of machinery available alsc limits the size of
the project and the kind of landforms to be created. This will

be taken into account when designing the landforms on my site.

GRADING PRINCIPLES AND METHODS
Stripping Topao&l

The top soil is removed after site clearance and stored
in a suitable part of the site for use in making mound and r
ramps in later opperations. Soil and other fill material can
be brought in from other areas and stored on site to form a
'Soil Bank' should the amount available on site be insufficient.
The scil Bank should be properly sited to prevent compaction by
machinery and workers and ercsion by surface water and rain.

Filling

A decisicn whether the filled arsas should hold true to
level or not should be made. Especially in the case of
artificial hills and mounds. The extent to which this would
be poussible will depend on the material used and the compaction

procedure. For largs projects the best method would be to
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achleve very high compaction in the first few layers of fill
and to decrease it as one proceseds upwards. This allouws for

good soill drainage.

WEAYHER CONDITIONS

Operations have to be planned in relation to the likely
weather conditions prevailing in diffaeren: seasons of the
year. Long comperit even dry pericds, ars . .<oly %o simplify

the opsrations and thus reduce costs.

WATERTABLE

Where an excaveticn cuts ~ecroes thy wale: “:9 ¢
attention should be given to an ad.gu-te mo' . hagoe
fn the casa of mounds and hills, the effest i: ... Ll water

level may become out of reach to vegetation proposed on the
mound. The water t:Lle can be artificially elevated by means
of flat saucers foraing an impervious topping to the lower
layers of fill,

COMPACTION

The various ways in which comp.cieun 4o achieygd niould

depend on the machin..ry usced. Ths varin's L, pds i cludet--

(1) The Smocthe 4 whsel Rollex
Compaction reaclwes up to ZJ0mm per layer and i% is best

for hardcore materia . such as crushed stone, sand and gravel.
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{ii) PNEUMATIC - TYRE ROLLERS.

Compaction can be achisved up to 450mm and almost

any type of soil will respond though sands are the most

 raesponsive.

(1i1) 7THE VIBRATING ROLLER

This is similar to the Tandem type smoocth wheel rollesr,

but with a dovice for vibrating the rollsr. Greatost

consolidation is achieved with Granular Soils, .j'f%jyp

=0 (4v)  HAND aND PNEUMATIC TAMPERS

Used for very small areas e.g. Trenches, compaction

is not very highs

TOPSDIL REPLACEMENT

.

After ths naw landscape has been creatsd, the topsoil
earlier removed can nowy be replaced and planting on the area

commenceds This is the last stage in esarth moving procedures.

Be PLANT MATERIAL

Plant Material aé trees; shrubs and herbs are éoma of the
fﬁnaamantal landscape materials., The uses tu which they can
be put are numercus ond they includes o | |

- Protection againet wind, noise or bad fumes
.- Yo scresn undeslrable vieus

« Privacy
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= To frame vigws or form focal points
= To give shadse
- To form space division
~ Site ornamentation
= Visual or ecologicel link with the surrounding
landscapa. '
| Plant material will therefore be extonsively used at the
proposed centro Tor the purposes already mentioned abovs.
In order to arrive at a successful design cerefull selection

of the materisl hias to be made. Selection will ba based on

the following criteriazs

(1) HARDINESS

The tres, shrub or flowsr must bg able to survive in
the region proposad. Hardiness depends primarily of the
ability of the plant to withstand a wide rangs of climatic
typss. To a lesser extent, it alec depends on temperature,

.precipitation, and spil proparties of the area.

(id) FORM AND STRUCTURE

The height and spresd of the trse or shrub, tho lenath
of time it takes to mzture, and its shading propertiaes are
important, Also important is the nature of the tree all year

rownd. 1l.e. Is it svanrgreen or decluuous.

FOILAGE, FLOWERS AND FRUIT

One should know what the foilage size form, texture and

 eolour ares, Does it bear flowsrs anu fruite. UWhen do they



61

occur and how long do they remain on the treoe.

MAINTENANCE

This too is a criterion for selecticn., It is important
toc know how moch care the plant would need to make sure this

would not exceed what can be providead.

Having considered the criteria for selection of trees
planting, I have made a sslection of trees toc be used 3

basic functions.

- Ornamentation
= Shading

~ Framing views

Trees for ornamentation will be used fFor the colour
of their flowers and fruits in large numbers at specific
points on site, Those for shading will be predominant in
areas where people would have to stop or wait for some time.
For example in the picnic area. They will alsc be used for
shading of walkways and footpaths. Trees for framing views
and forming vistas would be of the tall slender type and are
goeing to be used extensively along walkways in conjunction

with the other functions mentioned above.

ORNAMENTAL TREES (Fige 7.3a = d)

- Delonix Regia

- Flame Trese.
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i handsome branching tres with 2 wide spreading crown.
The flowers are bright red, sbundant and contrast well with
tha light greson laaves. It is a fast growing tres which
thrives well in Ilorin ares. Flowering pericd fzlls around

April -~ June/July. It can also be used as a shading tree.

- PLUMERIA SP

FRANGIPANE
This is widely grown in the tropics, Its a loy gpreading
tree, decisuous but bears large heads of highly fragrant flouars

in the rainy season. CLolours are white, yellow, pink, and rad.

- LCARSAURINA EQUISETIFOLIA . i

WHISTLING PINE - R
R hardy tree which can grow in poor soils. This is a
rapidly growing tres with slendst branches and tiny, needls

like leavas.

- JACORANDA MIMISIFO.IA T e
Grous very waell ir the savannah region., This is a
spreading tree with smalil round leaves and evenly digtributed

flowering. Flowers come in wvhite and purple.

— SHADING TREES (FIG. 7.3e-h}

- AZADIRACTA INDVICH
NEEM TREE

.....

A drodght resistant tiee wldely cultivated in llorin. It has

a dense crouwn, glossy leaves and white, scentsd Flowers.
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DELONIX REGIA
Pc‘:-‘mcimn, Flame (ree

Widely growm,
decorative trre

A handsone tree,
branchtics formigg a
wide crewn, fjowers
Lright searlec(mar-
‘2:y ), aburcant,

Tast growling tree,
thrives YSoes=t under
Tairly dry conditions,

Fla 7 3 @)
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'CASAURINA EQ 1SFTIFOL?
Yhistling Pinse

" Wide Airtriv:ition,
grove often »n poor ~0.ls,

. A rapidly g:iving ‘ree,

*. with plende: branc.es ad

,tiry, nidle- like l¢aves,
Z&keﬂ useful hedge«t anc
9tands clip:ing +all,
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AZADIR\CHTA INDICA
Neem tree

Drought rgsistent specis,
widely caftivated, |

Crown denge, leraves glosey,
crowded qn the end of branchaes,
Flovesrs white, scented, (decw
may). . . . -
Very endurable tree,

: Fice 7- W)




63

Its a very endurable tree. It also has its ornamantal

characteristics.

- SAMANEA SAMAN
RAIN TREE

1t has wide spreading branches, a broad form and

flat crown. A very good shading tree.

- PARKIA FILICDIDEA

LOCUST BEAN TREE
Its widely distributed in the savannah regicns.
The branches spread into a large crown with pendulous balls,

It's a partially deciduous tree.

- SIAM

This is a large, quick growing tree with dark leaves
and bright yellow flowers. Its evergreen. Its spread ie
not very much but the poilags is dense and it provides geood

shada.

TREES FOR FRAMING VIEYS

Trees for this purpose should be slendc: .nd tall with
their foilage resching close to the ground. Close plar’ing
would therefore give the effect of a wall directing cnew
eyas towards the desired direction.

~ EUCALYPTUS ROBLSTA (FIG. 7.3i)

R tall slender truae, with linear leaves capable of

growing in very moist soils.
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EUCALYPTUS ) Aovedaline

A huge tree with narow cruwm,
stringly bark , leaves liviar,
odour peppsrmint.
Dry regions, '

b) Maculaua

A tall slender tree, onrk
peeling off in patches,
lauves linear, with stroun:
Paucalyptus”™ codour,

Hot and dAry regtons,

¢ JRobusta

Mostly near sea coest,

Fie 73
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- CASAURINA EQUISETIFOLIA
This tree has been described previously.

Briefly, thess are the basic tree types which are
recommended for the site. Other plant material such as
shrubs hedges and flowers will also be usad extensively to
enhance the function of the trees. The various types availables

are discussed as followss=

BAMBURSA SPEC - BAMBOD (Fig. 7.4)
This also belongs to the 'shrub' group of plants yhich

can sometimes grow to great heights (up to 30m or more) with
huge stout stems. It was used as a shading plant at the
University of Ibadan Zoo and planted in large concentration
such that it formed a small forest or grocve. Its particularly
good because it grows high then bends downuards thus forming

an unbrells shape. It will aleo be used in this thesis in a

similar manner.

HIBISCUS ROSA~SINENSIS
(RED HIBISCUS)

This is a popular vigorous much branching shfub. 1t can
grow up to 4m metres high. The leaves are dark green with
large numbers of short lived trumpet flowers. Tolerates full
sun or partial shade. It is easily pruned and forms a good

decorative hedge.
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NERIUM OLEANDER

DLEANDER
A dense BVEBrgres, qdick growing shrub., Leaves are
grey=green and pointed with pink, white or red flowers.
Widely tolerant of soils, it can grow to heights of &m.

Can survive in full sun or partial shade.

BNRRIER HEDGES

Hedges of shrubs like the Agave and Cacti may be used
as restrictions to movement in certain Jdirections, They ara
prickly and spiny and are thus very effective without spoiling

the besuty of natural landscape.

GROUND COVER
This will alsoc be specially treated for certain poarts
of the site, especially in the built up areas. In the Bamboo
Groove and picnic grounds, The natural ground cover will be
left untouchsd and little or no zadditions made. UWhere lawns
are nesdsd, star grass (Cynodon Dactylon) or Kiri~Kirl grass
will be used eince 1ts @gesily avallable and forms an even,

mogsy looking groundcovgr.

The problem with Landscaping is the time it takes for
the plants to grow to maturity, especially trees. Ih the
advanced countrioes lastest tschniques to solve this involve

the transplanting of ssedlings and semi=-maturs trees for



66

'instant? gffect. The trees are orown in nurseries and at
a certain stage in gruewth is transpl.ntod Lo the site where
growth is completed. Thoere ara several grades of trees Por
tronsplanting. The sldest of vhich are semi-moture trees

which are almost full grown, and give the <ite a planted air.

ill thesc techniques have not yet, to¢ my knowledge, basn
used in this country—-— Flanting is still from seed or young
sesdling stage. However effurts towsards this can be startede
Largo Nurseries exist at Ibadan, 2 hours drive from Ilorin,
in nddition to the Botanic=l Gardens at Ilorin, Possibilities
cf transplanting semiemature trees from these places can be
examined in conjunction with experts in /griculture and
Betany frum Universities of Ibadan and llorin wvhich have

renuvwned Faculties of fgriculture,

In the alternative, should the s,ons~rs be innovation =chy,
the centre can ba develaped in stages. The first stage would
be the built up ares and .rchitectural Structures at the
entrance to the site, UWhile thesc are in cporation, the
landscape will be prepared and nutured to moturity. This should
take about 3 to 4 years or mere dopending on the type of plant

material to be usced.

C. HARD LANDSC/PE

Thie includes olements such as pavings (:r footpaths,

playgrounds, rrof torraess, flower boxss littcr bins, sign
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pcsts atce The major function of paved surfnces is to provide
hard, non=slip dry surface t~ carry the roguired load for
pedestrisn uses Thoy may alsc be used t: indicote direction
and to indicate sreas of diffcrent activities. They should

be designed to conform with the general desion concept for

the sitee A wide range of pavings ars av-ilable in

different colourse Paving around tree bases should be leoose
and porous to areate the roots ¢f the trroe. Sonts as alements
of londscaps should have a background of planting, walls or

traes and should be related to the other elements of landscapees

The general principles behind seat design »re¢ expressed
in Fige 7e¢5« Materials nurmally used are timber, concrete,
metal and stonse Uss of each would depens very much on
suitability to existing local climatuse. ~lcont containers may
be uscd to emphasise spaces or pedestrian woys nnd also as
crnamantal pileces themselves., They are not normally used in
areas where its possible to grouw plante naturally in the
ground, Plant holders should contzin o sufficient body of
soil to nuture plants (Not less than 30Umm dopth), have
adequato wator retention and be well dreined by use of large
broken aggregate and a hole, at the bottom. Materials used
fer plant holders aret Stone, concrete, tarrcgotta timber,

fibrao glass and metals Fig. 7.6,

LIGHTING
To beautify the site at night for safety, as an

amgnity or decor=ative element. Cutdoor lightino can be
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classificd inte 3 types daefsnding on the function,
(n) Lighting four carrisgcuays
(b) #Pedestrinn or amenity

(c) ODecorntive lighting

The omphasis in this design will be placed on the last
twos. Vandalism has to boe taken into cunsiderntion here with
respect tc the materials useds Glaoss would be of little
economic uee, acrylic or polycarbonate is ofton used as an
alternatives Lighting can be direct where light falls
directly from the source onto the plant materinl, in which
case the scurce should be hidden, or indirect lighting where
a reflecting surface directs the light to the arcvs or ob ject
to be lit, The light itsclf can becoms an objoct in itself
rothur th=n for lighting sther objects or areas, In this

cascy the use of glow lamps is most approprinto,

D. u ,’,!ER

Water is »n good material for outdoor use. It is often
usaed to creates
= Sungastion of coolness
- ¢lay of lights Water's a good reflector
of light and acts as a mirror.
-~ lioving water (uwater falls and fcuntaing)
hos interesting swund effocte.
= It can bo usaed to delineote zones of

diffording activities.
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LRTIFICIAL CANALS, FOCLS /ND FOUNTLINS

DEP CF_POCLS

Cnre should be takan tu docide the corruct depth, which
depends on the purpcsa. Non=paddling noocls in public places
however, should not ba laess than 525mm in order to discourage

children, but should not be too deep for safety.

Flocurss Raflections are one of the main pleasures of
static water, its therefore necessary to design the pool
floor to give added interests Painter surfacoes, lorge pabbles
and patterns incised into the concrete before it sets are some
of the means by which this can be achieved. Construction of
small pools is affected by any variation frcm the rectangle,
in terms of material. Curved shuttering tc concrete is very
expensive and small units such as bricks are often used
insteade. Fibre glass in cone piece may also be used, Detail
of a pocl is given in Fige. 7.6. The use cof water in fountains
is another interesting landscape feature to be used in the

desione.

In summary, it will nuw be clear that Landscaping forms
an extensive part of my thesis and has thus been treated in
a little detail. High quality Landscaping implies o necd for
the provision of much maintenance and care for the plants,
A virtual army of gardeners will be necded on sitee. This

simply means fFor job opportunities.
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CHAPTER EIGHT

THE DESIGN
The Design Schedule is given as follows:-
(The prceess by which this was obtaincd has been describad
in Chapter six)
* Shopping Arcada
%  llestaurant/Kitchen
8ar/Lounge
Fast Fcod Restaurant
* Administrative Facilities
*  Maintenance Buildings
* Inducr Games
% Discotheque
* Supervised Playpen
*  Amphi theatre
# Swimming Pool
* piecnic Grounds
# Bamboo Groove
* Buat House and Pier
* Fishing Pier
*  Amusement Park
-~ Go = Cart Racing
- Simulation Room
- Maze

- Astrowhesals
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- Mezrry=Go=iound
- Bycycle Hire
Sculpture Carden
w [Motel
A1l the facilitiaes montioncd have been dasigned. But

the emphasis was on only the first eleven items on the list.

DESIGN CCNCEPT

The gencrsl Jdesign concopt for the entire design wos
based on the Ffollowing statement by Isacc (1971). "Gaiety can
ba created by FPlcwing forms and spaces; tho use of lorge and
emall scale: the use of tumbling, swirling induced maovement
and rhythmss the lack cof Apstricticns s..e" #Added to this
is my cwn cbhsorvation of forms For leisure. Very many games
and leisure activitics arc bnsaed on the circle, as mantioned
proviouslys HBolls are round, most Bats and Packets are rcund,
when dancing we think of a dancing ring or going tc a ballj
a bottle of wine or a plate of food; even a record disc is
roundes Thus I boelicve leisure is synonymous with cireles and
flowing forms, This concept was cventually translated inte
thoe Architecture in the fourm of Domes, Circular Building Plans
and Free forms. Even the working of the Landscape reflects

thise This concept is summarized in Fige 8.1.

DESCRIPTICH
Un entering the site, the visitor is confronted by o big

three storey high circular building whick constitutes the



b3 9i4

r&wuzou NOTST TVHINT

MOV OvWe)  3adosd
wdaax | Ligoram

_.,,... o
Indanve Gadvis awauomf Iy o_./ﬂ. /
TVNSAND aml anve - Lsa3aln ﬂ_

(9) Qv o] awy

~ Gmvdy NI 3._52

A ——, S —

rrZ?i &o

$9NM33d 3aMond saAL ANy $INZAY

s TIndAYId = 320937 w01 Waod

; () \ I A A RN o .._ 700 OV T
LR F S » o U R\f_....



72

entrance buildinges It also forms the major Architectural focus
of this Thesis. The building design concept is explained in
Fige 842, The Ground floor contains the Restaurant, Bar/Lounge,
Bulk Storage and Storage facilities. It has two main accessesj}
ong leads ocut to the site behind and the other to the front and
parking areas. This latter entrance which is expected toc serve
mainly as an emergency exit is hidden from visw by a series of
steps leading from the parking area to the first floor. The
stalrway is supported on an artificial earth mound. The first
floor, which is the main floor houses the shopping arcade.
Facilities provided include; a minimarket, 2 Boutiques, a
Hairdresser, Souvenir shop, Fast food Restaurant, Airways
booking and Postal services (For Lodgers at the Motel) and

a central information desk which keeps people aware about the
whole site. In order to accomodate large crowds in terms of
extending the 'space' faeeling, (even though the horizontal
space provided is adequats) the area in the centre extends two
stories high to pierce into the space above natural lighting
comes through a lucite guater Dome which alsc helps to increase
the vertical spaoce over the central area. Ffrom this floor one
can either go down to the restaurant below, via escalators at
the rear, cor up to the floor above. A service staircase at the
West side of the building serves as fire escape as uwell as a
route for the transportation of materials for storage from the
service yard and kitchen below. Another exit next to the

ascalators connects the building with the indoor games room
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on the first floor of the adjacont Luilding via a horizontal
passenger conveyor that passes ome throuch & 10m long Tunnel.
The interiur of this Tunnel is uguipod with cuekes, lights
and a projection systam tu creste hallucinatory offects,
popularly callaed the Tunnzl of Horrurse The sccond floor
containg the administrative secticen with spicaes yrovided For

the fcllouwing.

A DBirectur, 2 Secrutaries, 2 hssistant Dircctors, an
iiccounts Dopartment, Sales, Theatre, Catering, Ludging and
Parks Departments. There alsou a Gaeneral (ffice, Stores,
TJoilets and Labour Fool for messengers. cccss tec this floor
from the Pirst Plcor is by Escalator and service stairs,
Above this floor is the roof top which houses the water tank
and an opon terrace with good views cnto the park and to

Ilorin Touwunship in the distance.

fis cne leaves the main building the footpath is divided
into threes Cne arm leads to the Amphitheztre on the West
sidu, one to the swimming pool to the east and the third
leads straight to the childran's playpen to the souths This
playpen consists uf the main play ground and o resting area
for children and supervisors. It has an cpen Peceling as
about 50% of the space is not walled but is roofed over by
the floor above (Refer to Thesis drawings) extending from this

indour open space to the right is grassy lawn for running
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around cycling and so on. It glso furms o part of the
children's play areas Tho Fluor above houdses the indoor
Games/Discotheatro. The plan is based on a circla (as with
the flcor below) and its Form vaguoly resembles that of s
flying saucer, It 1s connected by a raised tunnel to the
shoppring arcade on the first floer of the main bLuilding

as previously daseribed. The Thuaatre tu the east of this,
is an open air amphitheatre built intu and supportad by an
artificial hill e¢reatsd for that purposce Jfccoss to the
Theatre from the steup side of the hill is Ly o staircase
and a ramp which curves round the indoor games building.
Thus further definition of the children's play spnce is
actiievad in addition to providing an zlternative exit routae

in e¢ase of emergency.

These three buildings in addition to the maintenance
building adjacent to the parking lot form the main omphasis
of the Architectural Design. PRettur insight inte these and
the octher facilitics provided (Discussed In Chopter six

under site planning) will be gatned by studying the drawings.

Anuthor major consideration 1n.the deaign is that of
movement and the use of surprise ns tocls for crounting
Intercst. For instance the Tamp way leading to the Theatre
from behind the indoor Gameé area 1s curved such thot as one
leaves the main building on the ground Floery vnes view Gf

e
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the Amusement Park beyond is totally blocked by the ramp,.

Ais one begins to move round the indoor games area towards the
Amusement Park, the ramp slopes down and reveals more and more
of the park until, at the opposite side of the building, where
the ramp way joins the footpath, the park is completely in
viewe A huge series of steps leads one straight from the
parking level to the firet floor level thereby preventing the

pattern of monotonous horizontal movement through the site.

SPRACE _REQUIREMENTS

In order to arrive at usefull data concerning space
requirements, an estimated number of expected users has to be
founds Methods of arriving at this are many but it will be
observed that all, even the most sophisticated ones cannot be
accurate. They are just educated guesses because | fesl that
where a large group of people are councerned, it is extremely
difficult to predict their collective behaviour in any situation.
Too many factors are involved and there is also the problem of
new unforseen factors which can demolish and postulations.

Thus what follows in the next section is nothing more than an

educated guess, no better or worse than all the rest.

ESTIMATION OF EXPECTED ATTENDANCE

On peak days (Public Holidays) visitors to the Ilorin
Amusement Park number approximately 400 -« S00 (This figure was
obtained during field observation since no recorded figures

were available)e Since the facilities provided at the proposed
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leisure centre by Far qutnumher those of the existing park,
and are more intaresting, éftandance iz not expected to ba
lesg than 500 despite 1lts distance out of town. The site is
close tao major transportation modes and the touwn is expected
to grow closer to the area (Ilorin Master Plan 1980) nlso,
considering its ulterior function as a stop over for
travellers (Due to proximity of major expressway intersection
and intesrnational ajirport). As well as its novelty and rangs
of functions, attendance on peck days, are expected to be
between 700 = 4000 peoplg. A midrange figure of 800 was then

usad as the Design Number.

Restaurants: 1.7 = 2.0m2/persun

= 437.4m%
2 a

Kitehens D.64m° /Oiner

400 x 0.64 :

= 256m° é
Storages 25% Kitchen farea '

= 25 x 256

100
= 64nZ

Bar/Lounges 0.6 = 1.0m>/Person

D.61 x 400

‘= 245m2



Shoﬁs & Boutiguess 486.7m>
Hairdressers | _ 45@2 ______
; T .
Air Baoking, Kiosk:  40m2
Fast Food Restaurant: 80m>
Managers e 25m2
Secretariess ... o 1jm2 .
Assistants: .., J .2Um2 B ‘%?
General Offices . *.  26m>
Parks Dopartment } | -
Accounts M ; |
Catsring " ; 150m2
Commerca " i | ’
. Theatre " .. )"1 d
Maintenance/Fira Truckss 50002
DiscothaqUE/Danciﬁg; 145 = 2.5m2/c0uble
128 x 2.5
__ = 31im2
Tabls Tenniss W;i.. - 9 x 43
Badminton | ,j{-' o 13.4 x 6a1m
Space Around Courts = 6,5 x 8.5m
Intinate Spacses 1.2 - 1,502 fPaix
| 20 % 1.5

77
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fudio Visuals o Te5 X D.?GZmZ/Person

10 x 1.5

= 15m2
Equiptment Stora: 1EIUm2
Changing/Toilets: 30m2
Kiosk/Stores 12m%
Reading S 16m2
Bookstore - I 30m? ; :-;I_f;
Children's Flaypens 400m? f :. f{. ' 1'%; 
THEATRE . | "
Auditoriums .7 D.65 = 0.84/Saeat

D.B x 625

. = soom’
§taget 2% .. 0419 - 0.65/Seat
R 0419 x 625
P |

Eackstagas.. é;_; 4DDm2 |
Workshops, Bhanq‘ng, _
offices T i
Control rooms: L 24m2
covCLUSION ~- .: R °

I have beeh able tc arrive at a design snlution to the
problem presented by the contaxt. My underlying motives of
introducing innovations to increasa the awarsness of

tachnoelogical advances around the World by our peoplse has
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only been partially fulfilled. The major innovation in
design (in Nigaoria) was the Landacaping Yechnique propossd.
In 211 but a very few designs (Nigerian) Landscaping has
always beaen left out when Budgets are being discussed.
However, by making it an essential part of the dasign, theré
tah be no runing away from it. The facilities (such as the
simulation chamber) should be an inspiration to budding
inventors who may feel discouraged by the numerous limitations

which abound in our contry. _
—

All in all, I ééa this ﬁroject as a challenge to all
people involvad in construction in Nigeria tu get away from
rigid approaches and methods, and to try something innovative,
something different for a change. & challengs to more forward
in the field of construction tschnology. 1 do recognise
though, the limitations presentaed by the very slow rate of
industrial development of the Nation as a whole, but perhaps
the construction bueiness could act as catalyst to this by
presenting problems which have to be solved within our

context,

'5; to-leisdfe a&& enterﬁainment, more research needs to
be done to find out more of the pecucler tastas uf NMigerians
and to see whether these are jJjust mimics.of westorn ideas or
if in the long run it might sventuglly be poessible to come
up with specifically Nigerian leisurs =~ though 1 doubt if
this will ever bs possible, The world ie moving at breakneck

speed towards a uniform Global culture.
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