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ABSTRACT

Phi | osophy

The legal profession is one of the few profession in
N geria that has been highly internationally ranked. In
attaining this platform the |legal practioners have al ways
emul ated the | aw school as a doyen of their know edge. This
on the other hand has enhanced the hierarchy of N gerian
| awyers on the international scene. A Ngerian at present is

presiding over the Wrld Court, a standard schoo

that will represent the dignity of the |legal profession is

therefore a worthwhile thesis project.

Goal s and (bj ecti ves

The N gerian Law School started in 1963 on a tenporary
site with a student intake of 20, but at present the student
enrol ment has risen to 1,6500. The prinary objective of this
thesis project will therefore be, To evol ve a design that
will satisfy the owner/users requirenents by obviating the
existing architectural problens in a viewto create unity
in the diversified functions of each architectural space
abnormal Iy existing in such an institution. The mai n goal
however, is to create a new social, functional environnent
condusi ve for |earning, guidance and nutual interaction between
the staff and students by evolving a pragmatic | andscape design
taking into consideration the provision of adequate car-parks,
pedestrian routes, greenery, good accessibility, conscientious

use of specified trees and outdoor spaces.

(viii)



Scope
The scope of this project will be restricted to the

macroscope while the microscope will be dictated by the

owner /users requirements through thorough research studies.
The mécroscope (design area of concentration) is the academic/
administrative section which includes classrooms, admini-
strative offices, conference hall, Auditorium, Tutorial
classrooms, Audio-visual classrooms, courtroom, Resturant/

Bar/Cafeteria and Library.

Contribution

In achieving the objectives of this thesis project, the
student would have contributed to the architecture profession
in enhancing the slogan "Unity in Diversity", evolve a
pragmatic landscape design for future design of institutions
of higher learning, To Nigeria as a nation, a building
complex worthy of recognition and emulation for future design
of such academic institutions in other third world countries,
and To the Legal Profession by uplifting the dignity of the
profession in training well baked lawyers.

Thank you
BABALAKIN OMOTAYO MUFUTAU

M.Sc. II ARCHITECTURE
1985-86 ACADEMIC SESSION

(ix)
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PREFACE

The writing of this dissertation was undertaken
primarily to meet the regulations of the post-graduate
school as regards to the award of M.Sc. (Architecture)
and more importantly to offer my colleagues, and other
students of architecture a concise general description
of project reporting.

The write up is divided into four parts and eight
sequencial chapters. Part I - "Design abstract" sets
out in defining the problem, proposal and project in
Chapter One while the second chapter briefly describes
the history of legal Education in Nigeria. The second
part - "Design Appraisal" evaluates the various case-
studies in the development of the project in chapter
three thereby making necessary deductions. Part III -
"Design Analysis" as the name implies, analyses all
perimeters, required in accomplishing a worthwhile design
solution in four chapters - brief/schedule of accommoda-
tion, Design parimeters, landscaping, and site analysis,
The final part - "Design Content" explains the concept
derivation and design report in chapter eight, followed
by the conclusion.

It is not possible for a work like this to be up-
to-date in every respect. Everyday brings some change
in National and Educational policies, in public
attitudes and in professional theories and methods.
Nevertheless, the fundamentals of present day planning

will remain valid for a very long time.

(xvii)
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1.0

CHAPTER ONE

PROBLEM/PROJECT DEFINITION

INTRODUCTION

The present day awarness for the need of Legal
aids in the Nigerian society demands that lawyers
must possess a good pratical professional training
to compete favourably in the community and on the
international scene.

The Legal Education act of 1962 established
a Council of Legal Education charged with the
responsibility for providing suitable legal
education for persons seeking to be admitted to
practise Law in Nigeria. 1In pursuance of this, the
council established THE NIGERIAN LAW SCHOOL for the
purpose of providing a systematic course of profes-
sional training suitable for a legal practioner
in the fused Legal profession of Nigeria. The Legal
Education act of 1962 was repealed in 1976 and
replaced by the Legal Education (consolidation e.t.c.)
decree of 1976 which revised and consolidated the
previous act and amendments.

The present system of Legal Education is briefly,
the acquisition of an approved law degree or equivalent
qualification, attendance at the Nigerian Law School,
Lagos, and obtaining a qualifying certificate therefrom.
Subject to good character and a citizenship qualifica-
tion, the applicant is CALLED TO THE BAR by the body

of benchers. -1 -



THE PROBLEM
The existing Nigerian Law School on its permanent
site in Victoria Island, Lagos, started in 1970 with a

student intake of about 158, then the facilities pro-

‘vided were adequate, thereby, well baked graduates

with sound practical training were enrolled with Nigeria
Bar Association. This in turn gave Nigeria an inter-
national recognition as one of the few countries
blessed with brilliant lawyers. By 1985-'86 session,
the student population had grown to 1650 just within 16
years and this rendered the facilities unable to support
the student demands, consequently, it led to discomfort,
congestion, over-stressing of available facilities
because expansion was impossible on site. The School
environment therefore became uncondusive for learning
rather, it epcourages poor academic performance.
Considering the nature of the school being a
specialized institution and the highly formalized nature
of the law profession, the Council of Legal Education
need to maintain a high quality academic standard
which will encourage order, competition, sense of
belonging and efficient practical training of students
so that the school will compare favourably with the
Law Schools of first world countries. To achieve
this objective, student population need to be stream-
lined with facilities available and the nation's require-
ments because "Small is Orderliness, Reliability, and

Accountability".



1.2

THE PROPOSAL
(a) That the Federal Government of Nigeria in collabora-
tion with the Council of Legal Education and Nigerian

Bar Association should establish a new Nigerian Law

- School in Abuja, Federal capital to decongest the

existing one in Lagos, thereby restricting the training
of lawyers to two favourable locations in Nigeria.

{(b) The Council of Legal education should set out
guidelines relating to the student population density
according to the number of facilities/utilities to be
provided for the achievement and maintenance of an
effective and economical institution. However, other
locations of the school might be necessary in future

in case these schools exceeds their effective or econo-
mical level of operation due to rapid population growth.
(c) The placing of students in each location will be
totally devoid of ethinicity in order to maintain the
unity of Nigerian populace and to discourage the north-
south dichotomy.

(d) The Nigerian Law School, Abuja will serve as the
main administrative centre considering its locational
merits while the existing one in Lagos will serve as

an annex.



1.3 THE PROJECT
TOPIC: NIGERIAN LAW SCHOOL, ABUJA
SUB~TOPIC: JUDICIOUS APPLICATION OF LANDSCAPE DISIGN

I AN ACADEMIC ENVIROMMENT

- The Goal
- to develop a new socio-functional academic
environment that is friedly, intimate, pleasant,
and condusive for guidance, mutual interaction
and practical training of a future legal

practioner in Nigeria.

Objectives

- to evolve a design that will satisfy owner/users
requirements by obviating the present architectural
problems of the existing school in order to unite
the diversified functions of each architectural
space.

- to consider the school environment as a "total
achietectural space”" and an integral part of
education" thereby evolving a pragmatic landscape
design solutions desirable for people engaged in
the learning process.

- to develop in students, the social understanding
and sensitivity to repect others, and to acquire
ethical values and principles related to the
legal profession by the development of social

achitectural spaces.
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Scope o

The projectuﬁill cover the

(a) Macroscope:- The overall planning of the institu-
tion including the residential, recreational and
academic areas; but the design will concentrate

on the academic section of the school.

(b} Microscope:.¥ Théselare facilities provided in the
academic section which are general facilities,
-~ aublitorium, lecture theatre, clinic¢, snack bar
'and open area, Academic core facilities - tutorial
and audiovisual classrooms, court, library and
lecturer's cffices, Administrative facilities
comprising various departments like council of
legal education, policy and management, admissions_

or student affairs e.t.c.

Limitations

The authdf is.cbnstfained ih £erms df time and
finance to travel overseas to visit, appreciate and
decument foreign case-studies; therefore the design of
the instituticon is limited to personally acquired ideas

and lessons from the local case studies.

Project Finance

The project will be solely financed by the
Federal Government of Nigeria in collaboration with the

Nigerian Bar Association and Council of Legal Education.

Ca e P
Loy




CHAPTER TWO

HISTORY OF LEGAL PROFESSION

THE ENGLISH LEGAL PROFESSION

The legal profession in Nigerian derives its
origin from the English legal system and legal profes-
sion, which were introduced into this country in the
second half of the nineteenth century. Therefore, in
order to appreciate some of the characteristics of the
profession and, to the layman, the conservative beha-
viour of members of the profession in this country
(and, indeed, in most common law countries), a histori-
cal sketch of the English legal profession is necessary.
Although, the English legal historians are uncertain
about the date professional lawyers first appeared
in the English common law system, but a group known
as the narrators came into existence in the thirteenth
centruy. As the name implies, they narrated the case
by conducting the pleadings and arguing questions of
law on behalf of the litigants. By the fourteenth
century, some of these narrators were appointed "sergent-
at-law” and, it was from the ranks of these narrators

or pleaders that barristers came.

1The majority of this chapter is based on extracts from

J. Ola Orojo LLm(London,L.L.M.,Ph.D.(Lagos) book-con-
duct and etiquette for Legal practioners.
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The sergents organised themselves into an exclusive
group which had the monoply of appearance in the Court
of Common Pleas and Judges wefe appointed from among
them while they retained their membership of the guild.
- Other pleaders whatever their ability were ranked to-
gether with students as apprentices. The apprentices
belonged to one of the Inns of Court. The life in the

Inns was described as follows%

"Their life centred in the Inns of Court,

which, like a university, provided for their
general education and common life. Here they
studied law and many other things- history,
music and dancing, for example - and this

full and fashionable education made the Inns

a great resort for the youth of wealthy and
noble families, eventhough they had no intention
of practising law".

Describing the organisation of the Inns of Court and
the legal education given there. Plucknett said:

"In time, the Inns acquired a roughly uniform
type of constituion. The benchers3 formed a
governing body somewhat similar to the fellows
of a college at Oxford or Cambridge, while the
readers conducted an elaborate system of legal
instruction. It was from the readers that
sergents were chosen. Next below the readers
came the utter barristers, who were the most
notable rank among the apprentices and were
priviledged to argue in the mock trails or
moots which were staged for the instruction of
students. Below them were the inner barristers,
who soon were known simply as students".

The promotion from student to utter barrister
was known as a call to the utter Bar, later simply
called a "call to the Bar". After being called to the
Bar, an utter barrister served a probation of five years

(later reduced to three years) before the judges allowed

2See Plucknett - A concise History of theCommon Law
Law (5th edition) p. 225.

3They acted as judges on the bench in the moots at the

Thnna
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him to appear in court on behalf of the litigants.

By the middle of the 15th century, another class
of legal professionals appeared. These were the soli-
citors. Their rapid growth stemmed from the need for
their services in the courts of equity-chancory, Star
Chamber and Court of Requests. Attorneys were not
recognised in these courts and so the duty developed on
the solicitors of acting as "a sort of law agent who
would set the complicated machinery in motion by engaging
with the various branches of the profession as occasion
required, and doing other duties of a legal and some-
times of a business character.

Thus, before the end of the 19th century, there
were only two classes of legal professionals in
England, namely, the Barrister and the Solicitor.

This division has become perpetuated and no one can

practise in England as both a barrister and a solicitor.

2.1.1 The Differences Between Baristers and Solicitors

The requirements for admission for each class
were different. While a barrister qualified by
enrolling in one of the Inns of Court and being called
to the Bar after a number of dinners and a pass in
Bar Examination, the solicitor was articled for a
number of years in addition to passing the prescribed
examination.

The barrister's business consists mainly in
advocacy's. He has the right of audience as an

advocate in all the superior courts such as the House
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of Lords, the Privy Council, the Supreme Court of
Juduature and also in most of the inferior courts,
tribunals, and inquiries. In addition to advocacy, his
other ordinary duties include the drawing up and prepara-
‘ tion, "for or in expectation of reward" of instruments
relating to real or personal estate or any legal pro-
ceedings and advising on questions of law. His
priviledges include the change of appointment both as
a judge and to some other specified judicial offices
reserved for barristers.

The solicitor, on the other hand, is generally
excluded from audience in the superior courts, but
has a right of audience as an advocate in the inferior
courts such as the country courts, crown courts, and
magistrates' courts, before coroners and before tribunals
of inquiry if the tribunal permits. solicitors are
often commissioners of Oaths and their best knwon area
of operation is in non-litigiocus work. This includes
the drawing up of various documents such as conveyances,
contracts and wills, administering estates and trust
and advising clients generally. Even in litigious
matters, the solicitor instructs the barrister, makes
all preliminary enquires and prepares all preliminary
papers needed for a brief. It is he who is constantly

in touch with the client.

THE LEGAL PROFESSION IN NIGERIA
The history of the legal profession in Nigeria

dates back only to the latter half of the 19th century.
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The first part of Nigeria to come under British
administration was Lagos, which became a British colony
on August 1, 1861. 1In January 1862, a police court

was set in Lagos to deal with cases which had arisen

" as a result of growing commercial transactions in the
colony. This was quickly followed the next year by
Supreme Court Ordinance 1863 which constituted the
Supreme Court of Her Majesty's Settlement of Lagos with
effect from April 9, 1863.

The Ordinance of 1876 provided for three categories
of people who would be admitted to practise law - (i)
Those who ere entitled to practise law in Great Britain
(Section 71 of the Ordinance), (ii) Those who had
served articles (Section 73) and (iii) The Local
attorneys (Section 74). The attorneys were under the
strict control of the Chief Justice, who was entitled
to discipline or remove any erring persons. Although,
the Supreme Court Ordinance 1876 was introduced into
this country at a time when the legal profession in
England was clearly divided into two classes, namely,
barristers and solicitors, both necessity and convenience
dictated a different approach here.

Section 76 of the Ordinance provided that "Every
barrister shall be entitled to practise also as a
solicitor and protor, and every solicitor shall be
entitled to practise as an advocate”". This means, in
effect, that from the earliest period of our legal

history the legal profession in this country was fused.
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By 1908, when the last local attorney was licesed,
only about 30 persons had been entered on the roll in
the country as legal practioners, and by 1915 there
were still only 28 of them in private practise, most

- of them in Lagos and a few in Calabar. To be admitted
to practise law in Nigeria, a person had to be called
to English, Scottish or Irish Bar or be enrolled as a

solicitor in one of these places.

2.2.1 The New Scheme

The situation whereby a person who had qualified
in England without any opportunity to study either
Nigerian statue law or the customary law and consider-
ing that, practically every Nigerian legal practioner
was trained in the Inns of Court as a barrister and
was without any training as a solicitor, and yet
practised as both, it was beoming clear that the high
standard required of a fused legal profession in an
an expanding economy could hardly be archieved. These
were among the considerations which led to the appoint-
ment by the Federal government in April 1959 of the
"Committee on the future of the Nigerian legal profession".

The Committee's report was published in October
1959 and after close study and consultation with the
legal profession, two acts were passed to give effect
to the Committee's recommendations. These wére the
Legal Education Act 1962, which provided for legal
education for admission to practise, and the Legal

Practioners Act 1962, which provided for the



- 12 -
comprehensive regulation of the legal profession.
The Legal Education Act 1962 established a Council
of Legal Education which later established the
Nigerian Law School for the purpose of providing a
'systematic course of professional training suitable
for a legal practioner in the fused legal profession
of Nigeria.

From the above historical sketch, it is evident
that the Nigerian legal profession cannot easily get
away from its past completely. This is made more so
by the fact that all legal and judicial institutions
in this country are either derived from or influenced
by English Law and Bnglishllegal system. It will,
therefore, be appreciated that there had to be constant
reference to these English Legal Institutions in

building our own system,






CHAPTER THREE

CASE STUDIES

There are many methods of evaulating buildings.
Some are very formal requiring a team composed of a
variety of professionals, numerous interviews, questionnaires
and observations, and they take as many as five years to
produce a veoluminous report. Others are very casual
requiring a minimum of criteria and they involve maximum
subjectivity. Some methods emphasize only one of the major
factors which influenced the design of the building. For
example, it is commen to evaluate a building from the
standpoint of its function alone i.e. how a building works
to do the job it is supposed to perform. Although, the
peformance of a building is important, but so is the design
quality of its space and form, the response to the clients
pocketbook ,and the building's time-quality.

What is needed, then, is evaluative criteria which is
comprehensive in terms of the major contributing factors:-
FUNCTION, FORM, ECONOMY, and TIME. The citeria should be
fairly consistent while the evaluation process must remain
subjective, therefore, the value measurements should be
quantifiable in order to tell at a glance the guality profile
of a building. Questions are set and the case studies are

evaluated by denoting to each question a value number from

1-10: Complete

Complete failure -1, Good 6
Critically bad w2 Very Good - 7
Very poor - 3, Excellent - 8
Poor - 4, Superior - 9
Acceptable 8, Perfect -10
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The lesson to learn from each case study are denoted as (+)

and the ones denoted by (-) are to be avoided in the design

considerations of the thesis project. The graphic profile

formed by the final values shows the relative strengths of

each of the four factors (fig. 3.0).

3.0 THE NIGERIAN LAW SCHOOL, LAGOS

The Nigerian Law School came into existence in
1962 on a temporary site at Igbosere Street, Lagos
Island. In 1964, the Council of Legal Education
commissioned the firm - J.G.L. Poulscn, Ponterack,
United Kingdom, (Chartered Architects, Town-planning
consultants and Surveyors), to design a new permanent
building complex for the Law School at Victoria Island,
Lagos. The building was completed and handed over
to the client in December 1967.

However, another contract was signed with another
architectural firm - Anobem, Twigg, Brown and Partners,
Lagos in 1978 for the expansion of the existing faci-
lities in order to cope with the rising student/staff
population. Working drawings were tendered in 1979,
but work commenced on site in 1983 and the buildings
are still under construction targeted for completion
in November 1986. The cast study has therefore been
divided into two categories namely:-

(i) Nigerian Law School, Lagos (1969-'86)

(ii) Nigerian Law School, Lagos (1987~ to the future).
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3.1 NIGERIAN LAW SCHOOL, LAGOS (1969-'86)

3.1.1 Function - Poor (4)

(a} How well expressed is the overall organization idea
and how effectively are the spaces arranged and
shaped to respond to functional relationships and
goals?

(b) To what degree do the spaces allow people and/or
things to circulate efficiently and the extent in
which adequate space has been provided?

(c) To what degree does the building satisfy the
requirements of the user - physical and social?

Comments:-

(+) concentration of student facilities commended, how-

ever the improper zoning of general facilities is noted.

(+) zoning criteria noted-noisy areas at the back,

quiet areas in front.

(+) single loaded corridors for easy circulation,

ventilation and expansion commended.

(+) academic expansion program introduced by the

provision of two shifts (morning and afternoon) in order

to cope with rising student population and the shortage
of facilities noted.

(=) entrance lobby not pronounced

(-) waste of open courtyard - if adequately landscaped,

it could have been utilised as a sit-out/relaxation

area for students as a form of relief from academic

pressures and to reduce the overcrowding of the covered

walkway before and after lectures.
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(=) lack of social spaces except a shabby snack bar
located away from the student activity zone,

(=) inadequacy of spaces in all respects - car parks,
student/general/lecturer's facilities and administrative

offices.

Form - Very Poor (3)

(a) How imaginatively concieved is the building as an
expression of originality and excellence and how
well does the building respond and relate to the
nature of the site in which it is placed?

(b) How well are the building systems (structural,
mechanical, and electrical) integrated or expressed
and how well is the physical environment enhanced
by controls to provide physical comfort?

Comments:

(=) building fails to express the nature/function of the

school - law is highly formalized profession and the

schools of law should both uphold and emblemize this
tradition.

(=) the harmony created in unifying the building complex

by the contrasting vertical and horizontal direction is

destroyed by the low horizontal direction of the dining
hall.

(-) the overall landscape has been limited to green

lawns, hedges, without provision for tree shade in

car-parks.

(=) poor natural lighting/ventilation in classrooms,

theatre, and morstcourt caused by indirect openings.
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(+) wvitality is achieved in the building complex by the

use of repititive arches and screens.

(+) plan laid on geometric grid enhances the stability

of the building structure.
(+) single a.c. units for mechanical ventilation and

good artificial lighting highly commended.

3.1.3 Economy - Very Good (7)

(a) How well does the building embody appropriate
lean simplicity or rich complexity.

(b) To what extent do the materials and their connections
respond to climate and activities in order to reduce
maintenance and operational costs?

(c) To what extent is the building a good return for the
investment - "the most for the money" idea?

Comments:

(+) lean simplicity achieved by the rectangular forms

and shapes of the building complex

(+) well treated concerete flat roofs, accoustic board

crelings, élass windows with steel frames, wooden flush

door (1 hr fire resistant) well coasted ceramic/terrazzo
floors are all durable materials.

(+) all sections of the building complex completed

according to the proposed relatively low cost as

compared to present days.

3.1.4 Time - Good (6)

(a) To what extent does the building respond to dynamic
changes in function through convertible and ne-

gotiable spaces (i.e. flexibility) and to what
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extent does it respond to growth over time (expansibility)?

(b) To what extent does the building embody the spirit
and expression of the times in the use of materials
and technology available at the time?

Comments :

(=) spaces are rather static and fixed.

(+) materials and techniques of construction adopted
still widely used.

(+) the expansion provided on site now been utilised for
the new facilities.

Plates 1 - vy

3.2 NIGERIAN LAW SCHOOL, LAGOS (1987 - to the future).

The new Law School will provide expansion facilities
to the existing one for a designed population of about
1,300 students and 300 staff members. The new facilities
are categorised into
(i) Academic facilities:- offices, tutorial classrooms,

conference room, auditorium and dinning hall extension.
(ii) Residential facilities:- senior staff houses and

student hostels.

The present existing facilities that will be provided
in the Nigerian Law School, Lagos by the year 1987 are
therefore as follows:-

(i) General facilities: - Library for 200 readers with

3,000 vols of book, Dinning hall to sit 702 persons

at a seating, snack bar, 400 car packing spaces,

and clinic for staff and students.
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(ii) Administrative facilities:- offices, conference
room for 50 people, storage facilities and services.
(iii) Academic facilities:- Auditorium to sit 1,000
people, 9 tutorial rooms of 60 students each,
Lecture theatre for 250 students, 2 classrooms
(150 - 200 students each) with audiovisual facilities,
Moot court (115 students) with audio facilities.
(iv) Residential facilities: - Accommodation for 700

students and 15 senior members of staff.

3.2.1 Function - Poor (4)

Comments:-

(-) the total organization concept is based on the linear
concept probably due to the nature of site and this is us
satisfactory in many respects - poor circulation,
ventilation, lighting and makes project lack identity
(fig. ).

(-) the whole organization idea has been disrupted

since the expansion facilties were concieved as a
totally new complex.

(=) Jjuxtaposition of spaces all over the site, however,
the student facilities zone is still maintained.

(-) building still fails to satisfy users requirement
due to inaccurate population projection/forecast.

(+) building encompasses a fairly adequate amount of
space thereby enhancing fairly efficient circulation of
people and things.

(+) deceleration lane provided to allow entry into the

site at a speed to safeqguard pedestrian users while also
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3.2.3

- ) -
avoiding possibility of accidents on the expressway

caused by fast moving traffic.

(+) good views from the new complex to the lagoon.

Form - Very Good (7)

Comments:

(+) the strong horizontallity of the new complex breaks
up the verticallity of the old complex creating a contrast
which is an expression of a good architectural composion-
harmony, magnitude, vitality and balance (fig. )

(+) the imposing auditorium partially depicts the
magnitude and subjectivity of law to the people.

(+) adequate comfort provision in the new complex

and better conditions been introduced to the old complex.
(-) landscape still limited to shrubs, trees, and

lawns without interplay of activity spaces.

Economy - Acceptable (5)

Comments:

(=) Rising cost of building construction and the delay
in project execution increases the value of the building
far above projected cost - therefore, building is not
most for money.

(-) water-logged site conditions also affected total
building cost.

(+) fairly lean simplicity achieved in the complex

(+) fairly good economy of space in the whole complex

but subject to better improvements.
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3.2.4 Time - Good (6)

3s

3

Comments:

(=) expansion impossible because the site has been
over stressed,

(}) the open ground-floor plan of the new complex
gives an impression of fairly flexible and directional
spaces.

(+) good use of materials and technology applicable to

present day development (Plate vI ).

MANAGEMENT INSTITUTE, SANDYFORD, DUBLIN

The choice of this cast-study has been due to
certain reasons, - the formalize nature of the management
profession compares favourably with law profession. The
incapability of the author to collect adequate/relevant
data on the Inns of Courts in England and most importantly be
was over-whelmed in the way the landscape features intro-
duced to the surrounding have brought the whole building
alive.

The Irish Management Institute has a dual role.
It provides a corporate headquarters of a large membership
involved in advisory and information services on one
hand, and on the other, a highly specilized training
centre for managers. The brief consisted of a schedule
of accommodation for 150 staff and 480 participants per
day with department such as - Conference areas, Teaching
laboratories, Library, Computer room, Resturant and
Office accommodation for management and executive staff

with their respective secretarial back up.
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3.3.1 Function - Very Good (7)

3.3.

2

Comments:

(+) the approach is a very pleasant invention - the
visitor of the building is brought up to the middle level,
where the main entrance is, by ascending three short but
wide and grand flights of steps and by crossing two
equally wide and grand intermediate landings.

(+) good placing of functions - the general facilities
(library, resturant) located near the main entrance and
adequate privacy is maintained

(+) access to building complex totally pedestrian -

carparks divorced from the complex.

Form - Excellent (8)

Comments:

(+) the building depicts its purpose - for managerial
and educational purposes. The marriage between the bright
white boxes of the corbusian architecture with the sweep-
ing stratifications of "organic architecture" produces

an effect which is undesirable grand while still remain-
ing human, giving us the joys of monumentality.

(+) good architectural landscape design achieved - the
site was more or less flat, but the placing of the
accommodation has turned it into the semblance of a
hill.

(+) the building has also been crubled in the sense
that the constituents parts have been disposed separately
on the site to give the impression of a building which

has"grown" rather that one which is the outcome of a
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single sophisticated act.

(+) the detailing is adequate and the interiors are
comfortable with good views.

(=) there is an aesthetic gap between the landscape

complex and its immediate surroundings.

Economy - Acceptable (5)

Comments:

(+) the corbusian white boxes and well composed land-
scape makes the building rich and complex-rich comple-
xity achieved.

(+) the architectural intentions are reflected in the
choice of materials - the materials which figure as
ground are of in-situ concerete while the parts which
figure as building are of precast concrete, cast in
storey and double storey height frames and panels.

(=) cost of changing nature of site and the use of
precast concrete on a small scale increase the building

cost.

Time - Good (6)

Comments:
(+) the building incorporates a considerably inbuilt
flexibility and has the facility of expansion on a

large scale as future requirement.
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NIGERIAN LAW SCHOOL.LAGOS.
(1989 - 1986)

PLATE | :— view of the open courtyard
from cgve,rad FLJU(.Jlkwcrg_; 9

PLATE If :~ view of the snack par.
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NIGERIAN LAW SCHOOL, LAGOS .
(1969- 1986 )

PLATE Il1:— approach-main entrance’s
view from the access road.

PLATE Iv:i— front fagade - south elevation
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NIGERIAN LAW SCHOOL, LAGOS.

(1969-'86G /87 TO THE FUTURE)
———

PLATE V:- back view-north elevation.

PLATE Vi :-view of the new expansion

facilities.
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CHAPTER FOUR

BRIEF DEVELOPMENT/SCHEDULE OF ACCOMMODATION

4.1 POPULATION PROJECTION

4.1.1 Analysis of the Graph

1964-74 Session;- Unstabilised population growth due to

(i) Less awareness about the law profession.
(ii) Limited number of universities producing law
graduates.,

1975-83 Session:- Stabilised population growth due to:-

(i) awareness about the law profession led to
(ii) increased rumber of universities producing law
graduates thereby the graph follows

(iii) a straight line graph (A) of gradent 480 = 74
6.5
and equation y=a+bx where a=110 and b=74

1984-86 Session:- High population growth rate due t©

(i) high percentage of failures in bar examination
because of
(ii) indadegquate number of facilities to cope with
increased student population which led to the
(iii) introduction of two streams (merning - 9.00 a.m. =~
1.00 p.m. and afternoon:~ 2.00 p.m. - 6.00 p.m.)
and
(iv) the graph follows a straight line graph (B) of

gradent 600/2 = 300, Fig. 4.1,

4:1.2 Conclusion

The straight line graphs (A) and (B) is combined
to form a single straight line with gradent

b=74+(0.45x300) = 105 = (45% influence
2
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of (B) on A and a= 110)
1975 (when x = 0), y(population of students) = 110+105%(0)
= 110 students
1985 (when x = 10), y = 1104105 (10) = 1160 students
1995 (x = 20), y = 1104105 (20) = 2,210 students
2000 (x = 25), y = 1104105 (25) = 2,735 students
2030 (x = 55) y + 110=105 (55) = 5885 students
Design Population:- (1995 - 2030)
Capacity of Nigerian law school Lagos = 650 students,
and max. student population with introduction of two
streams = 650x2 = 1,300 students.
Proposed law school in Abuja should accomodate between
(2210 - 650) = 1,560 students in 1995 and (5885 - 1300)
= 4,585 students by the year 2030. For effective,
economical and reliable institution, designed population
= 2,000 students and max. capacity = 4,000 students.
All these calculations are based on as;umptions
and the actual number of students population may likely
change, the posslbility bheing in favoutr of a reduction
than of an increase in population due to the following
factors,
(i) changing educational policies in Nigeria.
(i) expected reduction in Universities producing law
graduates by the council of legal education in
association with Nigerian universities commission
by the end of 1987.
(iii) the proposed rationalization of courses in each
University expected to be introduced by the
Federal Government by the beginning of 1988.

(iv) the need to justify the rising demand of legal
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i.e. supply should meet demands.

4.2 BRIEF DEVELOPMENT CRITERIA

It is a common saying that "buildings live longer

than their brief". This is also applicable to

‘educational buildings, therefore in developing the

brief, I have consulted quite a large number of
dignitaries and pracitising lawyers who are partially
invovled in the educational field (apart from the
director, staff and students of the Nigerian law school,
Lagos) through qguestionaires and interviews.
(questionnaire in appendix).

My major criteria has been in the "economy and
flexibility of space”., The peak utilization period of
each space is considered and adequate space is provided
while still adapting the space to other form of

activities or functions.

General Facilities
Auditorium
The auditorium will be utilised for multipurpose
functions involving the institution and the community
since it is an expensive school facility, therefore its
economic value should be achieved by exposing it to
constant/thorough use. Activities that will take place
in the auditorium include:~
| (i) Lectures:- involving large student participation
or otherwise involving external/duest/part-time
lecturers will necessitate the accomodation of
all the students in one or two halls.

(ii) Moot trials:- the auditorium should be flexible
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enough to accomodate this activity. Although a
seperate court is provided for the frequent
utilisation by tutorial classes, but there would
be need to accomodate large audience (staff, students,
public, lawyers etc.) during ceremonial moot trials
involving the public.
(iidi) Ceremonial activities:~ in such an architectural
space are diversified, ranging from small activities
like law meetings, symposia, conferences, and debates
etc. to large activities like the call to.the bar
ceremonies, film shows etc.
The brief

Considering the various activities that is expected
to take place in such a hall, one would have proposed
an auditorium that will occupy the student/public/staff
population but this is not economical because such large
halls would evolve more architectural problems like e.g.
necessity for a very good and strong acoustics, lighting
and service systems. The brief is therefore developed
from the following considerations.
Peak utilisation period:- cerwmonial activities (call to
the bar ceremony).
Seats to be provided for:-
85% student population = 85% x 2000 = 1700
body of benchers = 25
academic staff 45
guests/student ratio = 3:2 = 3/2x2,000 = 3,000

Total 4,770
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anticipated call to the bar ceremony on two oceasions

therefore, designed no of seats = 4770 = 2385

2
Inconclusion;
auditorium to sit 1,400 persons
Lecture theatre to sit 600 ™
Over flow arena " " 400 - 1,500 pers
Total 2,400 - 3,500 persons

The lecture theatre and overflow arena audience will
follow the proceedings inside the auditorium by the
use of audio-visual facilities.

The overflow arena will be properly landscaped
for other activities like, relaxation, sit-out for

snack bar, outdoor reading for library etc.

€:2.2 Lecture theatre - Capacity = 600 pers

This facility will be adaptable for the following

activities.

(i) Lectures:- daily use of this hall for
lectures involving large groups or composition

of tutorial classes.

(ii) lMeot trials:- serve .as a large mock court for
both students and staff and as rehearsal hall
for the ceremonial moot trials.

4.2.3 Snack bar - Capacity = 240 persons.

(i) For general relaxation, serving of refreshments.

Peak Period - 10% student population
= 200 (0.10 x 2000)
15% staff population = 7(0.15 x 45)
5% addition staff = 30 (0.5 x 600) i

TOTAL = 240 persons 37
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Parking
There are 3 kinds of parking areas within the

academic section of the school namely:-

(1)

(ii)

(iii)

Staff:~ Senior, Intermediate and junior.

Senior staff:- parking spaces = 1:1 i.,e. 100%
population = 120 car parking spaces.

Intermediate staff = 2:1 i.e. 50% population.

= 0.5 x 180 = 90 car parking spaces

Junior staff: parking spaces = 1:5:1 or 3:2:= 67%
population = 0.67 x 360 = 240 motocycle/bicycle
parking spaces.

Students:~

Allow 1:7 i.e. car parking space to student number.
i.e. 14.3% student population

= 0.143 x 2,000 = 286 = 300 car parking spaces.
Visitors:~

Allow 1:4 = ratio of visitors to senior staff

population = 0.25 x 120 = 30 car parking spaces.

Academic Core.

4.2.5
(1)

(i1)

Moot Court-Capacity-300 students

Moot trials:~- for the purpose of teaching and
learning the practise, conduct and etiquettee of
the legal practioner in a court room. Tutorial
groups are organised into large groups of 300
students and are enlightened on the conduct of
legal practioners in the court.

Lectures involving small groups of students,
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Classrooms

The classrooms will be flexible and adaptable to

accommodate the following activities

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

Lectures:- Anticipated number of students in each
lecture room will be 120.

Tutorials:- Each lecture room/classroom will accom-
modate two tutorial classes of 60 students each.
Audio-visual facilities:- This will be shared by
two classrooms or provided in 50% of the classrooms
Peak Use:- During lectures

Total student population = 2,000

Lecture theatre accommodates = 600

. .No to be accommodate in classrooms

= 2,000 - 600 = 1,400 students

Classrooms of 120 students each will produce

1,400
120

.« 6 with audio-visual facilities and 6 without

= 11.67 classes = 12 classrooms

audio-visual facilities
Expansion is provided by the utilisation of the

Moot Court which seats 300 students,

Library

The Nigerian law school is a totally research

institution and according to standards, the percentage

of students for which seating should be provided = 55%

student population

=

{0.55 x 2,000) = 1,100 students at a sitting.

The library is divided into

(i)

General Section






