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ABSTRACT

The study ascertained the impact of various poverty reduction
strategies on women in three local government areas ( Zaria, Kaduna
North and Jema'a) in Kaduna slate. Data was obtained through the
administration of 600 questionnaires to women with age range of 18-
65 years. The aim of the study was to investigate and ascertain the
extent to which these various strategies by the government have raised
the consciousness, encourage, stimulate and improve the status of
women towards improving their standard of living, their family and
their communities. The evaluation was based on data generated on a
micro-scale from both primary and secondary sources. The Analytical
Technique involves graphical representation of data and the use of Chi-
square to test the relationship between two variables .A Chi-square test
carried out between level of awareness of poverty alleviation
programmes and women participation shows cha awareness is not a
yard-stick for women to participate in these programmes. It also
revealed there is no association between Level of Education and
Women participation. The results show more women participated in
the urban areas, women have to belong to an organization to benefit.

The patriarchal nature of our society hindered many women from
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participating. Rural women participated minimally due to their
ignorance of what these programmes are all about, and who it was
made for. Many women and secondary school leavers benefitted in
terms or skills acquisition. It was concluded that there should be
fairness in designing poverty alleviations programmes and it must

consider women's multiple roles, needs and aspirations.

Vi



LERTIFICETIMN.... ... s isiinn o ninsihions ssriis GG r i s a4

TABLE OF CONTENT

DEIRCRTROIO ..o cnammn sevnunsesimnn as
NIV L BN NI .coorcconecmnrencs sesomarm conmmmnmnsns

TABLEOP CONTENT ... .o v simusssp sanmnasiss s
LISTORETFIRIRES. ... o0 005nnons siassnaisasdas 5095 Saiama s sies

Page

i1

LIV

L IX
L. X1i
. XV

.. XV1

CHAPTER ONE: BACKGROUND AND CHARACTERISTICS
OF RESPONDENTS

1.1
1.2
1.3
14
1.5
1.6

B TR OIS . ccnscnsonrcn ek A R S CRREE S VA
B T T S ——
163 Sumpling TooRmsW... . oo sosvvin v sasisasss &

Statement of the Research Problem... ... .. ... . .. ... .. ... ..

Aims and Objectives of theresearch..... ...........................
Justificationof thestudy................... ... ... .. ...

Reconnaissance Survey......... ..

Sourceof Data.....................

X

—_—

© W © % p W

.10
.10



1.7 DO ARRAYERE. .. . «osnonis c auin s wom s hian s ¥ Samssinns <an e a s iass

CHAPTER TW0: CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK AND
LITERATURE REVIEW

21 Coulept el BOWCENY .. ... covoiinns svaia Gasv v R iR e
2.2  Absolute and Relative Poverty .......... ...................

2.3 Measurement Of Poverty... ......................ccooviiiiinnnnn...
2.3.1 Poverty LIme... ... oottt et e et i e e e e e e e
BAI3 TG ST IO .. 5nscision s sn e A A 35 AR B
2.3.4 Poverty Profile...... .. .ooooo oot
24 Concept of Poverty AlleVistion... ... ... ... ccccoeecunannen vos vuepmnns
25 Lueootuie ROVIEW. ... oo oo svinoains ssss sanmsmnns 5o fonb dnsisaiimigiss
2.5.1 Approach to poverty Alleviation in Nigeria... ......... ............
2.5.2 Women and Poverty m Kaduna State... .. ... ... ... .
2.5.3 Poverty and the Gender Dimension... ... ........................

14

15

o {
17
17
.18
18
A8

19
19

22

24
26

2.5.4 Millenium Development Goals and Poverty Dimension......... .28

2.6 Urban and Rural Women in Development.........................
oo T T TS

28

..30

CHAPTER THREE: BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY AREAS

3.1  Haaowichl DevehOneimiet. .. ... oo i saanion snanas ssieas S
32 Locationofthe Study Area......................cooooiiiiennnn..

3.3 Physical SEting ... ......ocevveoeeereceeerene e

3.3.1 Rehefand Dramage.....................ooo i,
I MR .o A BN
TB B TTIONR cscnosscin s m e B A W ST R S S

32
..32
I
33
.34
-



34
33
3.6
3.6.1
3.6.2
3.6.3
3.6.4
3.7

R T4 T+ . b
Population Growth and Distribution ... ... ... ..........36
Transport and Communication.............. ........................40
Socio — Economic Activities... ............. c.oeveeeenvvnveeeen veenn . 40

CHAPTER FOUR: DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS

4.1

42

421
422
423
424
425
4.2.6
427
43

43.1

432
433

General Characteristics of the Respondents... .....................42
Age Distribution of Respondents........... ......................42
Educational Qualification of Respondents ...................... 43
Occupation of respondents.... ..................cooeii .. ... 44
Marital Status of Respondents.............. ........................ 45
Distribution by Religion Affikiation................................45
Ethnic groups of Respondents. .. ............ oo ciiiievane.. .46
Distribution by Number of Chaldren................................46
Poverty Alleviation Programmes and Women's Participation..47
Level of Awareness of Poverty Alleviation and Women’s
PRGN .. o i snses sva sosimd sam issiaasins sinissusassmnses il
Women Organization in the Study Area... .........................50
Nature of Work in the women Organization and form



4.3.4 Government Projects to Assist women in the Study Area/Project
44 Level of women Participation.................ccoocoieeienieennn.an. 58
4.5 Impact of Poverty reduction Strategies on Women............... 59
4.6 Perception of Poverty Reduction Strategies........................ 61
4.6.1 Rating Poverty Alleviation Programme Performance............ 63
4.6.2 Problems faced with Poverty Alleviation Progarmmes....... ... 67
47 Management of Poverty Reduction Organization................. 69
4.7.1 Forms of Financial Support to orgamization on Rural and

Urban WOmMeN.... .......coie oot iee e e ees aen e v eeveee e 1]

4.8 Topart ol Poverty Progiomimne... ... . ... seamasssswnss oxi b

CHAPTER FIVE: SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND
RECOMMENDATION

B IR s o i s SR g
3.3 LRI oo s cmmsmsi s snwin g rss s s SR SR SESR T T
24 ReCOmmBEEIOR ... ... vviisians sivias i ssiisi s 18



Table

1.}

1.2
1.3

1.4

4.1
42
43
44
4.5
4.6
4.7
4.8
49
4.10
4.11

4.12
413

LIST OF TABLE
Description
Distribution of Local Government Areas by

Senatorial DIStrICt. .. oo oot e i e e e e e e e eraaeraana

page

Selected Districts for Question Admimistration................... 11

Distribution of Local Government Areas by

Senplod Populaion... ... ... ..o ccoceriassns sissnnsis siveswwsn soves

Total Number of Population and Respondent

T BOEER WAL ... ccroee mammammm St sk mpatas ohis 45 waossdinsalli
Age Distribution of Respondents... .................................
Educational Qualification of Respondents .........................

Distribution y Occupation of Respondents... ... .................
Respondents Rehigion Affiliation... ....... .......................

Composition of Respondents by Tribe......... ... ... .. ...
Percentage Distribution by Number of Chaldren..................

Awareness on Poverty Alleviation Programmes..................

Beneficiaries of Poverty Programmes. ..

Objectives of some Organization in the Study Area

Types of Machme Supplied to study Areas... ....................

Tools/Equipment to be procured by government in the

Project Carried out by Ministry of Women Affairs.............
Opinions on the Poverty Project ......... .......................

X1il

12

51

54

e
.56
. §



4.14
4.15
4.16

4.17
4.18
4.19
4.20
4.21
422
423

424
425

4.26
427

Source of information on Poverty Alleviation Programmes. .. .58
Level of Women’s Participation in the Study Area...............59
Assessing Poverty Alleviation Programme on

Woman in the Study Areas. ........oocooiiiniiiiiniii il 60
Programme and Poverty Reduction... .............................6]
Income Level among Woman after joining PAP................62
Ratimg Poverty Alleviation Programme in the Study Areas.... 63

Chi-Square Test Rating P.A.P by monthly Income...............
Chi-square Test on women Participation by Education..... ...

Chi-square test on Religion and Level of .Awareness...........

Relationship between Awareness of P.AF' and

Women Participation. .. ... .......ccovieuiiiitcoriat cac e e acn e

Roles of Organization in Alfeviation Poverty among

RV T4 111« DR

Constraints Impeding Smooth Operation >f Programmes
In the study Areas........c...cccoeeviennns

69

... 70
Source of Aid for Women Organizations. ..........................
Contact between Official in the Study Areas..................

71

e 12



LIST OF FIGURES

Figure Description

1.1
4.1
42

4.3
4.4

4.5

Map of Kaduna showing the study arca

Poverty Alleviation Programme Implemented

Women Organization in the Study Areas.. ......................

Types of Assistance to Women in the Study

B s covioisssinvenavains sosiad i i sis SoRaei S o SRR

Problems Faced with Poverty Alleviation

IntheStudy Area........ ... ...l

XV

page

45

49
50

33

...68



Appendix A
Appendix B

APPENDIX

81

89



CHAPTER ONE

BACKGROUND CHARACTERISTICS OF RESPONDENTS

1.1

INTRODUCTION

The term poverty alleviation can be used interchangeable
with poverty reduction. This represents the attempt to reduce the
incidence of poverty in a country. According to Abubakar (2002),
poverty alleviation is like giving a cancer patient panadol, which
temporarily reduces pain, as long as the cure is not found, the pain
will later bounce back, perhaps more vigorously (Abubakar
2002:136).

A compromise definition depicts poverty as a state where an
individual is not able to cater adequately for his/her basic need of
food. cloths, shelter and is unable to meet social and economic
obligations, lack gainful employment, skills and self esteem; and
has limited access to social and economic infrastructure, such as
education, health, potable water and sanitation, and consequently,
has limited chance of advancing his/her welfare to the limit of
his/her capabilities (CBN, 1999). As such, poverty can be defined
as condition in which one is in short of, or lack those basic
necessities that make life worth living.

Women constitute half of the world’s population and have
contributed significantly to the well-being of the human race, yet
the world’s poorest people are women. Global evidence has shown
that about 1.3 billion people are living in poverty i.e. those who
earn less than $370 a year (World Bank, 1990). The global profile
on poverty shows it to be more prevalent in developing than the
developed countries.



In African countries and Southern Asia, women are said to
account for more than 60% of agriculture labour force and
contribute up to 80% of the total food production, yet receive less
than 10% of the credit provided to small farmers (UNIFEM,
1997:7) vicious cycle of poverty among African Women continue
due to lack of access to credit and employment.

National Economic Empowerment Development Strategies
2005 shows Poverty rate in Nigeria increase from 27 percent in
1980 to 66 percent in 1996, by 1999 it was estimated that more
than 70% of Nigerians lived in poverty With a Human poverty
index (HPI) of 46.1 in 1998 an estimate of 50% of Nigena live on
less than one dollar per day .By 2015, it is estimated that between
30.1 million and 40.4million people would still be living in
poverty(NEEDS 2005).

Poverty among women is associated with unequal access to
productive resources and control of assets, together with poor
health, lack of education, personal insecurity and limited
participation in public health. Given the crucial role women play
and will contmue to play in the socio-economic development of the
country, any effort at poverty eradication in Nigeria must target
poor rural women specifically in development programmes
(Oladipo, 1977).

Women in Nigeria control the informal sector of the
economy. They remain poor for several reasoms, but notably
because, they do not have ready access to investment capital or are
completely unaware of the procedure of securing such capital.

Single parent households especially female headed, face a lot
of difficulties because they do not have two adults who can work
and contribute to household task (Whitepaper, 1997). Economic
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empowerment of women does not lie only in providing them with
employment opportunities, since many are already in agriculture
and other informal activities, there is need to encourage them to
maximize their potentials in their chosen endeavour, for this.
women capital may be a problem since the credit market requires
some form of collateral, which most women do not have. Besides,
women’s small scale informal enterprises do not qualify them for
considerations for large credit opportunities.

The regional imbalance of poverty as analyzed by the World
Bank Report (1996), shows that Northern Nigernian has over one
third of the total population of poor people, out of which almost
half are living in extreme poverty. The report shows that Kaduna
State has 45% of their population living below the poverty line as
at 1992. Yet little research has been carried out on the actual
situation of women poverty in the northern part of the country.
Thus, there is inadequate information on the depth, extent and
severity of poverty in northern Nigenia.

The Federal Office of Statistic (FOS, 1999) gave a “poverty
profile for Nigeria”. In the report, Kaduna had 67.7% poverty
incidence as at 1996. This makes the state rank among the first ten
poorest states in the country. The report revealed that in Kaduna
state, the poverty Head Court as at 1996 indicate 44% of the
population as non poor and 50% as poor. The most affected in this
case are women.

The dictum “whoever takes the women out of poverty, takes
the entire family out of poverty” must have had Nigeria in mind.
Gender sensitive non-governmental organizations and government
programnmes have taken upon themselves the task of helping
women to overcome the problem of poverty in the hope that the

3



1.

moment the women are taken out of the poverty, the whole family
and nation 1s liberated.

In Nigena successive governments over the years, have in
recent times under various programmes tried to improve the
standard of living of the people. Some of these programmes have
targeted women specifically with the aim of empowering them and
alleviating their poverty situation. These programmes include
Family Economic Advancement Programme (FEAP), Better Life
For Rural Women (BLFRW), Family Support Programme (FSP),
National Poverty Eradication Programme (NAPEP), Women In
Agriculture (WIA), Community Banks (CB), Peoples Bank (PB)
etc.

These programmes set out to achieve similar aim, which
include to encourage and stimulate women toward improving their
standards of living, their family and environment. To encourage
Nigerian women to work hard, thus dissuading them from being
idle and being liabilities to their husbands and to also inculcate the
spirit of self-development particularly the rural women in the areas
of education, business, health, childcare, and agriculture and to
create greater awareness among the populace about the plight of
women.

The common factor in respect of these programmes is that
they have as their objective the protection of the rights of women,
enhancing their position and the development of women.

With all these specific tasks these programmes set out to
achieved the following objectives. This study will focus on:-

Those poverty alleviation strategies targeted on women in
Kaduna State.
To assess the nature of women participation.

4



1.2

iii. How has these strategies improved the living condition of
women?

Some non-governmental organization in the country. which are
oriented toward empowering women at different levels, include:-

Country Women’s Association of Nigeria (COWAN). National
Council Of women’s Societies (NCWS). International Federation of
women Lawyers (FIDA). Women farmers of Nigeria (WOFAN) etc.
Federal Government Initiatives Include, National Commission for
Women (NCM), Better Life for Rural Women Programmes (BLRW),
Agricultural Development for Projects (ADPS), Family Support
Programme (FSP), Family Economic Advancement Programme
(FEAP) etc.Kaduna state government strategies includes Millennium
Hope Programme, Literacy and Vocational Training Centers, .People
Banks and Community Banks, Skills Acquisition for Women. Women

Economics Empowerment.

STATEMENT OF THE RESEARCH PROBLEM

Kaduna state i1s among the northern states in Nigeria and is
listed as one of the states with a high rate of poverty among
women. This is attributed to non-recognition given to women due
to culture, norm, value, religion or sex. Women are deprived of
their economic empowerment but used as an economic or sexual
tool. Even in our present day some women in Kaduna state are
deprived from getting western education and not given access to
opportunities as regard to gender equity and access to investment
capital; many are forced into early marriage.

The National Demographic Health Survey reports in 2003
shows males have higher literacy rate of 55.7% to 20.9% of
women, and this has been attributed to numerous factors, which

5



include cultural problems such as early marriage, teenage
pregnancy, domestic responsibilities, religious interpretation . No
meaningful development can be achieved without the education of
the citizens, therefore level, intensity and effectiveness of
education among women in Kaduna State can affect the quality and
productivity of the labour force, quality of childcare and reduction
in her fertility rate. The imbalance in female participation in
secondary and tertiary education is cited as an obstacle in reducing
poverty.

Another issue is the increase patronage of the informal
sector. Women in Kaduna state predominate in the informal sector
because employment in the formal sector required some minimum
level of education which many women do not posses. Informal
sector can be easily combined with domestic responsibilities, and
little capital is required to set up business in the informal sectors,
thereby they earn their living primarily by selling their labour, and
work long hours for low wages. By implication, this means women
in Kaduna state would continue to be economically relegated.
Capital is a major problem, since the credit market required some
form of collateral which most women do not have, and the small
scale informal enterprises do not qualify them for consideration for
large loan. There is therefore need to strengthen strategies to open
credit opportunities for women in Kaduna State.

The National HIV Sentinel Sero-prevalence Survey
conducted in Nigeria in 1999, indicate Kaduna State as a “hotspot™
in the Northwest geo-political zone of Nigeria. With prevalence
level of 11.6% second to Benue State with 16.8% (Laah ,2003).
Women in this regard are the most effected. The rapid spread of
HIV and Aids in Kaduna State is contributed by sexual networking

6



practice such as polygamy, high prevalence of untreated sexually
transmitted disease, low literacy, poverty, poor health etc.
Therefore the needed resources are diverted for caring for
themselves or relation thereby little is left for personal use. The
gender divisions of HIV/AIDS prevalence in Kaduna State
indicate that females are more affected with 52% to 48% for
men(Laah,2003).

In the last 10 years Kaduna State had witnessed communal
and religious crises which led to the destruction of live, properties
and means of livelihood. These also effect and aggravated poverty
level among women.

Little research has been carried out on the actual situation
of women poverty in Kaduna state. Thus there is inadequate
information on the depth and extent of poverty among women in
the study area. This research is first attempt on the impact of
poverty reduction strategies on women in Kaduna state. The
research intent to fill the gap and assess the impact of these
strategies on women and with all the attempt made by the Kaduna
government, the research intend to find out if poverty level has
decreased or changed among women. The research set out to assess
poverty alleviation strategies targeted at women, focus on women
participation,and find out if these strategies had provided
opportunities for a lasting income generation to the women. The
outcome of the research will help in quantifying the impact of these

strategies on women in the state.



1.3 AIM AND OBJECTIVES

1.4

1.

1ii.

1v.

The amm of this research is to assess the impact of poverty
reduction strategies on women in Kaduna state. This aim was
achieved by the following objectives:-

To determine the level of poverty among women in Kaduna
state.

To 1dentify poverty alleviation strategies that are targeted on
women in the state.

To assess the pattern of women participation on these
programmes.

To assess the impact of poverty alleviation strategies on the

socio-economic well being of women in the state.

JUSTIFICATION OF THE STUDY

Poverty alleviation is an important criterion to be taken into
consideration in raising the living standard of the populace and
attaining sustained socio-economic development.

This study is of importance because by any measure Nigeria
as a country is richly endowed in both human and material
resources. In spite of this majority of the people still suffer under
object poverty. Also despite various programmes undertaken by
successive government to alleviate poverty, poverty has tended to
deepen and expand over the years. Some of these programme were
targeted at women.Examples, Befter life for Rural Women
(BLFRW), the People Bank, Family Support Programmes (FSP).
These are programmes initiated by government aimed at turning
the table of pervasive poverty and enhancing the well being of
women. The impact of these strategies varies, buf they have

8



succeeded in generating more awareness about poverty and to
some extent mobilize the poor for development. This research is si
gnificant because to tackle the problem of poverty among women
effectively we need to understand and know the nature of women
participation.

1.5 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY
Reconnaissance survey of the study area was taken by the
researcher i order to be conversant with the study areas, to
determine sample size, select the sampling frame or techniques to
be employed in selecting the sampling communities and the
research instrument for data collection and sampling population for

the distribution of questionnaires.

1.6 SOURCES OF DATA
Two main sources of data was used for these study:-

1.6.1 Primary Source:- The primary data was obtained from the field
with the aid of questionnaire. The questionnaires elicit information
on the following.

a.  Basic demographic data: Sex, age, marital status, number
of children and level of education.
b.  Information on standard of living, income size and
gainful employment among women.
C. Information on poverty alleviation schemes that have
been put in place and level of women participation.
Both the open-ended and closed-ended questions would be
used. This is because in the later answer from the respondent are
restricted by the extent of the response, while the open-ended



1.6.2

1.6.3

question allows the respondent to offer her response with no
restriction.

Interview method was also used in this study to enable the
researcher gather sufficient information on the opinion of the
respondents. This method give room for first hand information and
allowed for flexibility.

Secondary sources: - these include written literature in form of
books, journals, magazines, maps relevant to the study and
previous thesis. Information and materials was source from
national population commission, women organization, poverty
reduction institutions and non governmental organization.
Sampling Technique

In this study systematic and purposeful random sampling
techniques will be adopted. Kaduna state 1s made up of 23 Local
Government Areas. These local government areas are classified
under three senatorial zones of Kaduna Siate (Kaduna
North.Kaduna Central and Kaduna South) see Table 1.1

Table 1.1 Distribution of LGAs by Senatorial Districts

} Kaduna North | Kaduna Central Kaduna South i

| Tiara B/Gwan Jaba

h(ubau Chikun Jama’a

Kudan [Giwa T [Kachia

| Makarfi ' Kaduna N Kagarko

"Sabon Gari KadumaS | Kaumu l
Soba Kajuru Sanga |
Zaria féaFEI* - Zango kataf J
Lere Kaura |
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From each of the senatorial zones, one local government

area 1s purposely selected as study area and for the application of

questionnaire.

These are Zaria, Kaduna North, and Jema’a( see Fig 1.1). In

each of the local government area, two districts will be selected.

The selection is done through a systematic sampling by drawing

list of all the district in each local government as it appears in the

National Population Commission (NPC) 1996 of Kaduna state( see

Table 1.2).

Table 1.2: Selected District for Question Administration

Local government  Districts District selectedi
| area urban/rural
| Zaria Zaria and Kewaye, waje, | Waje (Urban)
 Gyellesu, wucicciri, dutsen ' Tudun Wada,
| Abba, Tukur-tukur | Tukur-Tukur
| (Rural) Kufena
Jama’a Asso, Godo-godo, | Kafanchan Gan
KafanchanGari, {Urban,) Asso
KafanchanKewaye, | (Rural
Kagoma, Ungwan Fari.
Kaduna North ll\flanc'lo, Kawo, Ungwan | Ungwan Kaji
| 'Dosa, Badarawa, Malali, (Rural) Ungwan |
]i ' Ungwan kanawa, ungwan | Rimi (Urban)
i shanu, Abakpa, Ungwan ;
| | Rimi Doka I.
Source: Federal Republic of Nigeria Population
~  $RRA4N
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The random sampling techniques was used to select urban
and rural areas:- since some of the districts have more urban/rural
communities. For district that have more urban settlements, close
clusters were identified and used for the selection of the
respondents, while districts with more rural settlements, villages
will be identified and selected for the purpose of questionnaire
administration at the household level.

A total of 600 questionnaires was assigned to the total
population as it appears in the National Population Commission
(NPC 2006). To calculate number of respondent for each area, the
formula "/x x total female respondent is used.

n= Population for each area

N = Total female population in the study area

Table 1.3 Distribution of LGAs by Sampled Population.

| L.G.A Total Female Population ' Total Respondent
| Selected

| Zaria 194,141 234

E Kaduna 171,431 206

| North | _

: Jema'a i 133,068 LIGO

'ﬁotal - L498,640 1 600

il i s s g

Source: National population Commission 2006
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Table 1.4 Total number of population and respondents in each

wards

'L.G.A | Selected wards | Female population | Total  female |
| 2006 projection population "
‘Zaria | Tudun Wada 16,448 225 !
Kufena 685 L09 |
iT Total 1' S %IF“ - l 234 |

' Kaduna { Ungwan Kaji 161 | 03
| north | ' [
I ~ TUngwanRimi | 11292 203
Total | 11,453 206 T
Tama'a TASSO 301 0 ‘"‘“‘{{
| LTakau 1,308 130 |
Total N 1,609 160 J

Source: National population commission 2006

To arrive at the individual respondent in the selected
towns/village the house were counted and numbered from the main
street and every third household was selected for questionnaire
administration. The questionnaires were administered to women
with age range from 18 — 65 years. Also women organization and
poverty reduction institutions that are situated in any of the district
were interviewed.

The sample size is considered representative of the entire
population. Findings from the study will be generalized for the

population in making inference and valid research conclusions.
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1.7

DATA ANALYSIS

The computer was utilized for data processing. The
computerization of the survey questionnaire used for the study
involved the coding of input to the questionnaire and the analysis
of data.

Descriptive and inferential statistic was employed in the
Analysis of the research findings.In descriptive Statistic tools like
.eraphs, tables, figures, charts and percentages was used. Tables
and figures are used to present information in summary form..

The chi-square (X°) a non- parametric test was used to test
the relationship between two variables. The x* was considered
suitable for this because the data sets are nominal and ordinal. The
x* helps to determine whether a relationship exist between two
variable. Poverty Alleviation Programmes, Income level,
Education, Religion and Level of Awareness are Independent
Indices used, while the dependent variables are Women
participation in the Study Areas.

Calculated as X=X (f,- f.) / f,

Finally, information from the field survey is summarized in

graphs, tables and figures.
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2.1

CHAPTER TWO
CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK AND LITERATURE
REVIEW

CONCEPT OF POVERTY

Poverty cannot be described using only one or two variable.
Rather, a great diversity in poverty manifestation is the rule and the
many different definitions available reflect the heterogeneity which
is found in real life. The diversity of definitions all shows that
disciplines and different interests favor different definitions.
However the choice of definition in this study will rather employ a
holistic term.

Most poverty research is about the poor, i.e. their numbers,
their characteristics, their modes of lives, and their spending
patterns. In this context, the notions of marginality, participation,
blockage and exclusion are significant for thinking about and
studying poverty.

Again poverty can be analyzed in relation to society cultural,
economic and political structures. Indeed this thinking is going to
form the theoretical base of this study. In addition; the study will
attempt to contextualize poverty by analyzing the role of
institutions in creating sustaining and reducing or eradicating
poverty.

Generally, poverty is defined in terms of deprivations, lack
of amenities, lack of capability, insufficient consumption and
inadequate income specifically, poverty is defined as a condition
of deprivation which prevents an individual or household from

attaining a minimum standard of living. In order words, poverty is
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2.2.

that condition where income is incapable of acquiring basic needs
of survival (World Bank, 1994).

In an attempt to broaden this definition, Greenwald and
Associate (1965) described poverty as a condition in which income
1s msufficient to meet subsistence needs, where subsistence needs
is defined as, food, shelter, education, clothing, transportation and
health care. Mabogunje, Onimode and Dudley (1975), also argued
that beyond a person’s mere ‘lack’™ of certain basic subsistence
needs, ‘poverty is the physical, pathological and more importantly
economic deprivation that denies an individual or household from
attaining a mmimum standard of living.

Poverty i1s indeed a multi-dimensional concept which 1s
better described than defined. Following this, the poor have been
identified as individuals or households who are unable to consume
a basic quantity of clean water and who are subject to an unsanitary
surrounding with extremely limited mobility (World Bank, 1994 )
Added to this is an identification of the poor as a person who is
deprived of the means of attaining self esteem and self
actualization due to their limited access to food, clothing health
care, shelter, education, social security and political participation.

ABSOLUTE AND RELATIVE POVERTY

Poverty can be defined in absolute and relative terms.
Relative poverty is said to exist when the subject under
consideration are poor in relation to others In this case, poverty is
comparative and subjective.

Absolute poverty is however a condition characterized by
severe deprivation of basic human needs of food, safe drinking
water, sanitation facilities, health, shelter, education and

16



2.3.

2.3.1

information. It depends not only on income but also on access to
social service (United Nations 1995).

The basic needs, absolute and relative poverty concepts are
subsistence approaches to poverty. Their basic defects inform their

difficult for specific empirical substantiation.

MEASUREMENT OF POVERTY
The first attempt to measure poverty was intended to identify
poverty lines. It was only later that poverty profile and indicators
came in to use. It was Sen (1976) who introduce the first
axiomatically based measure of poverty. The measurement of
poverty is therefore necessary in order to capture the actual effect
of poverty in a particular society and it is a fundamental step in the
formulation of anti-poverty policies and programmes.

Three major instruments have been identified in the
measurement of the extent and effects of poverty. These are:-
(a) Defining a poverty line between the poor and the non-poor.
(b) Constructing a detailed picture of the characteristics of the poor
by use of a poverty profile.
(¢) Defining a poverty indicator that would determine the living

standard and social condition of the individual or household.

Poverty line (PL)

It estimates the cost to the individual needed to escape the poverty
situation. It is the first step in determining the extent of poverty and
is based on a comprehensive data which gives an indication of the
level of income from which point a categorization is made in to
poor and non-poor. The world Bank (1993) shows that poverty line
can be set in relative or absolute terms: whereas absolute poverty
line is fixed along the living standard indicator being used over the
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2.3.2

2.3.3

234

entire domain of the community under study. Relative poverty line
assesses the position of an individual or household in comparison
with the average income in the country. Poverty lines thus provide
indices which help in the analysis of the extent and effect of
poverty.

The Headcount Index (HDI)
This is used to measure the proportion of the population with a
standard of living below the poverty line. It is the most common
used index due to its simplicity and ease of computation and
interpretation. Its short coming however is that it says nothing
about the depth and severity of poverty (Ravallion and Bidani,
1994).

Under the HDI, a minimum income level is determined
through a computation of the basket of basic needs.

Poverty Gap Index
The shortfall of the HDI is however taken care of by the poverty

gap index (PGI). PGl measure the amount required to bring the
poor above the poverty line. It provides us with information on the
depth of poverty (Ravallion and Bidani, 1994).

Poverty profile

This is an analytical tool which can be used to summaries
information on source of income, consumption patterns, economic
activities and living conditions of the poor. it simply gives us a
picture and characteristics of the poor. Data for analyzing poverty
profile among a group or within a location is based on a

comprehensive household survey.
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2.4

In Nigeria, two poverty lines are set at one-third of the mean
per capita household expenditure. The core poor consist of those
household below the lower line. The non-poor on the other hand
are those household above the two-third line, while the moderately

are those household between these two lines.

CONCEPT OF POVERTY ALLEVIATION

These represent an attempt to reduce the incidence of
poverty in a country. According to Abubakar, (2002) poverty
alleviation can be considered as a capitalist approach toward
solving the problem of poverty among people. Most capitalist
states provide what essentially could be called palliatives for
addressing phenomena instead of eradicating it.

LITERATURE REVIEW

A compromise definition depicts poverty as a state where an
individual is not able to cater adequately for his/her basic need of
food, clothes and shelter. He is unable to met social and economic
obligation, lack gainful employment, skills, assets and self esteem,
and has limited access to social and economic infrastructure, such
as education, health, potable water and sanitation, and
consequently, has limited chance of advancing his/her welfare to
the limit of his/her capabilities (CBN, 1999). As such, poverty can
be defined as condition in which one is in short of or lack those
basic necessities that make life worth living.

The Millinlum Development Goal 2004 shows that poverty
rate in Nigeria increased from 27 percent in 1980 to 66 percent in
1996, by 2000 it was estimated that more than 70 percent of
Nigerians lived in poverty. By 2015, it 1s estimated that between
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30.1 m, and 40.4m people would still be living in poverty. The
most affected are women.

Awosika.. (1986) observed that women make up about half
of the total population, they form only 36 percent of the total
labour force and majority of women are in the agricultural and
informal sector, accounting for about 60 percent of Nigeria’s farm
labour and producing over 90 percent of the domestic food supply.
Yet their nutritional status is below average, women constantly
struggled to meet the cost of providing basic needs for their
families.

Olajide in 1993 observed that poverty continue among
women due to lack of baseline data and clear understanding of the
issues, thereby poverty alleviation programmes have not been
properly targeted and they have ended up benefiting the elite rather
than the poor (Olande, 1993).

Williams, (1990), Drabo and Yahie (1992), also hold the
view that the poor, who are mostly women, are in widely dispersed
areas in Nigeria, which makes them difficult to reach for
implementing federal Government programmes thus, in the
literature, NGO’s like Farmers Development Union, Country
Women Association of Nigeria etc. are seen as one practical
measure to improve quality of life at community and grass root
level.

Moshen(1991), was on a different view. He observed that
70% of women of 25years of age and above in Africa and Southern
Asia are illiterates. Women often do not have the skills for formal
employment, and therefore, eamn their living primarily by selling

their Labour, and work long hours for low wages. Their lack of



collateral limits their ability to obtain institutional credits and other
modern inputs and adopts new innovations

Data on education showed a disparity between educational
attainments of females compared to males. Women’s educational
level can affect the quality and productivity of the labour force,
quality of childcare and reduction in her fertility rate. Lack of
access of women and children to basic amenities increases the
incidence of mortality, which in turn increases the desire of larger
families as a means against social insecurity and old age, leading to
a spiral vicious cycle of poverty.

According to the (NPC and UNICEF 2001), women in
Nigeria are more likely than men to be poor. They also have fewer
options than men for escaping poverty. These are due to traditional
property rights and inheritance practices, widows are more
vulnerable to poverty than widowers, partly because they have less
formal education than their male counterparts. Women generally
benefit less from using employment to fight poverty.

Afonja (1996), observed that poverty is pronounced among
the non-literate, household headed by older people, wage earners,
self employed and those in communities with poor access to social
service.

In Nigena, poverty was seen as a rural phenomenon in the
late 1970s and 1980s. The World Bank saw poverty oriented
projects as a rural development project.However the long held
assumption about poverty as a rural phenomena in developing
countries has change. Urban poverty in Nigeria became endemic in
the last three decade due to rural urban migration and the continued
breakdown of infrastructural facilities mn cities and urban centre
(Abiodun, 1998).



From other literature. no studv has been conducted on the
impacts of poverty alleviation strategies on women and the extent
of poverty among women in Kaduna State: because of this gap the
researcher intends to carrv out study m such area

Approaches to Poverty Alleviation in Nigeria
In Nigeria the state institution does not provide condusive
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in an attempt to address poverty. attempts to provide rura!
areas with mfrastructural facilities as m the urban cities were made.
it should be noted however that the theoretical premise of this
infrastructural approach to poverty alleviation is predicted on the
modernization theorv or what some people refer to as tnckle down
approach. Consequently apon the use of the modermization theory,
government attempt to achieve its ohjectives thromgh the
establishment ol various kinds of agencies. imtially. 1t was thoug!:
that asricultural development could be svnonvmous with povertv
alleviation, hence emphasis was placed on agriculiural production
in this regards we had the operation feed the nation advocated by
the government of Obasanjo m 1977. This was followed by the
Cireen revolution approach by President Shehu Shagari in (1979) a«

well as the operation back to land programmes by President Buhan
in 1983,

Cither programmes geared toward the alleviation of poverty
among women 1n Nigeria was, the better life programme (BLP) for
‘ural dwellers. m general and rural women n particularly luitinted

Ll

by the wife of former president Mrs. Marvam Babangida in 1985
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This programmes was aimed at harnessing the creative energies of
women for higher and achievable goals both as individuals and as
groups. The programmes has the following strategies. women co-
operation society for credit delivery and saving, food storage,
processing. pieservation, packaging e.t.c. development of cottage
industries, rural banking and literacy programmes.

Since alleviation of poverty has remained the focus of
Nigeria’s economic policy, and since women constitute 2 vibran
productive force in the economy, BLP aimed at stimulating and
mofivating women in rural areas towards achieving a better and
higher standard of living and thus mproving and enriching family
life (Awoseyvila, 1990). The family support programme (FSP) later
replaced the BLD in 1993 with hittle change in content and thrust.

Family economic advancement programme (FEAP) aimed at
boosting the productive capacity of rural arcas by given credit
faciiines to support 1 establishment of cottage mdusines fo rase
their income and reduce poverty. It was mtroduced by former wifc
of Head of State Mrs. Marvam Abacha. The Nauonal Poverty
Eradication Programme (NAPEP) was established in (2000) by the
Oluscgun Obasanjo administration. The Natonal Poverty
Pradication programme consists of schemes, and projects that arc
aimed at eradicating absolute poverty among Nigerians

These programmes have been classified into four schemes.
These are vouth empowerment scheme (YES) the Rural
Infrastructure Development Scheme (RIDS). the Social Weliare
Service  Scheme (SOWESS), and the Nationai Resources
Development and Conservation Scheme (NARDCS ).

Despite the introduction of these programmes in Nigena,
poverty has continued to grow and the standard of living has

23



contimued to dechne. Bardhan (1996) has argued that even when
the state allocates a significant part of it budget for anti-poverty
programmes, often very little reaches the real poor. He argues that
this anomaly occurs because there is no organized pressure from
the intended beneficiaries the poor and the progranunes we
administered by a distant, uncoordimated and corrpt hireancracy
vhich is unaccountable 1o the rural people and msensitive to their
needs Tt annears that no anti-poverty programmes can succeed
without the active and vigilant participation of the poor, who must
he empowered to demand the benefits of the programme as part of

their minimum social and economic rights

Women and Poverty in Kaduna State

The Millinium Development Goal Report of 2004 revealed
that by 2015, about 130 mullion Nigerians will be living below
noverty line of these 130 million poor Nigenans, about 65% or 84
milhion will be women.

The repional imbalance of poverty as analvzed by the World
Bauk Report (1996), shows that Northern Nigeria has over 1/3 of
the total nonulation of poor people. out of which almost half are
living in exireme poverty.

The Federal Office of Statistic (FOS, 1999) gave a poverty
profile of Kaduna State as 67.7%. The poverty head count as at
1996 indicate 50% as poor. The most affected in this case are
WOIREn.

The National Demographic Health Survey of 2003 shows
males have a higher literacy rate of 55.7% to 20.9% of women in
Kaduna State This has been attributed to numerous factors. which

include cultural problems such as ecarly marnage. ieenage
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pregnancy, domestic responsibilities, religious interpretation. No
meaningful development be achieved without the education of
the citizens; therefore level, intensity and effectiveness of
education among women in Kaduna state can affect the quality and
productivity of the labour force; quality of child care and reduction
in her fertility rate.

“nother ssuc is the increase patronage of the informal
sector - Women in Kaduna State predominate in trading,
scamstresses, food selling etc. because employment i the formal
sector required some minimum level of education which many
women do not posses. Informal sector can be easily combined with
domestic responsibilities, and hitle capital 1s required to set up
husiness in the informal sector thereby they earn their living by
sellimg thewr labour and work long hours for low wages By
implication, these mean women in Kaduna State would continue to
he economically relegated. For these, capital may be a problem
since the credit market requires some form of collateral which most
women do not have, and the small scale informal enterprise do not
qualify them for consideration for large loan. There 1s therefors
need to strengthen strategies to open credit opportunities for
women m Kaduna State.

The National HIV Sentinel Sero-prevalence Survey
conducted m Nigernia m 1999, indicate Kaduna State as a “hot-
spot” i the North West Geo-political Zone of Nigeria with
prevalence level of 11.6%, second to Benue State with 16.8%
(Laah. 2003) Women m this regard are the most affected The
rapud spread of HIV and AIDS 1in Kaduna 1s contributed by sexu:!
networking practice such as polvgamy. high prevalence of
untreated sexually transmitted diseases, low literacy. poverty. poor
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health etc. so needed resources are diverted for caring for
themselves or relation, thereby little is left for personal use. The
gender division of HIV/AIDS prevalence in Kaduna State indicates
that females are more affected with 52% to 48% for men.

In the last 10 years Kaduna state had witnessed communal
and religious crises which led to the destructive of live, properties
and means of livelihood, these also affect and aggravated poverty

level among women.

Poverty and the Gender Dimension

Studies have indicated that umiversally, poverty is
predominantly gender bias. For instance, a recent study by
UUNTFEM (1997) shows that women earmn only 10% of the world’s
income and own less than 10% of the world’s property. The study
also indicates that the absolutely poor, 900m (more than 70%) are
women. Again more than 60% of the more than [ billion world
adult popuiation that are below the poverty line are women
(UNIFEM Micro credit Summit quoted in Odejide, 1970

in Nigeria, there is not yet a gender specific data on the
spread and sevenity of poverty. What 1s available however 1s a
pender disagprepated data (FOS, 1999) based on Female Headed
Household (FHH) and Male Headed Household (MHTT).

The absence of gender comsideration m many studies of
poverty means that gender differences in the expenences and
incidence of poverty are vet 1o be adequately documented. Though
there 1s a growmmg range of literature on poverty and the dearth of
literature gender poverty interface 1s an indication that the two
have not been adequately delineated and analyzed.
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Truly, the relationship between gender and poverty is a
complex and rather controversial issue which has recently
generated a lot of debate and interest (Cagatay. 1998 Razari, 1998:
Odejide, 1997).

This controversy need not continue for too long, considering the
emerging new approaches to the conceptualisation of poverty and
the recent popularization of a participatory approach to poverty
assessment. The approach shows how women are poorer in a
multiplicity of dimensions and how thewr experience of poverty
differs from that of men.

Other ways of problematizing poverty — gender linkage need
to be further explored and elaborated. This process shonid explain
how the Gajectories that lead to poverty and the anti-poverty
policies and programmes become a gendered phenomenon
Therefore a gendered understanding of poverty will raise some
issue on the specific poverty antidote required for men as
differently for women.

A look at the dynamics of the relation between poverty and
power in Nigeria shows that the unequal access to power arises
' ! tive social deprivation of the group under focus.
Consequently  the mass poverty experenced in Nigeria has a
higher configuration of women thereby pushing them o a
relatively inferior and disadvantage position on the politieal power
scale. So they remain the poorest of the poor in Nigeria.
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2.5.4 Millennium Development Goals and Poverty Dimension

2.6

The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) set a powerful
agenda for a global partnership to fight poverty, offering a shared
vision of a better world by the year 2015. After the global women’s
conference in Beijing in 1995, the government agreed at the
millennium summit on the importance of “promoting gender
equality and empowerment of women as an effective way to
combat poverty, hunger and disease and stimulate development
that is sustainable (United Nation, 2000).

One of MDGs goals is to halve the proportion of people
living below poverty line i.¢. less than one dollar a day by 2015
Women are still the world’s poorest. To empower women to meet
up with the challenges of extreme poverty, the issue of girl child
education, her access to employment and improving her sources of
income need to be addressed. Also the provision of productive

uch as land, fertilizers, provision of credit facilities
which increase agricultural productivity (World Bank, 2000)
(riven equal access to resources and human capital, women farmer
can achieve much or higher vield to that of men (1ISAID
Newsletter, 1997).

URBAN/RURAL WOMEN IN DEVELOPMENT

Women features far more promanently m the mformal
activities in urban areas, these sector includes a wide range of
activities which fall outside the boundaries of social and Labour
legislation. These activities include small scale manufacturing,



self-employed such as stall holders, or they engaged in personal
services such as seamstresses, domestic servants, hairdressers, food
sellers etc. The reasons for this varied and each has a different
weight at different stages in the life cycle (Effa, 1999).

Women in developing countries, including Nigeria, with the
advert of Western education women in urban areas have been
playing a great role mn national development. They are found m
fields as medicine, law, politics, admimstration, teaching, and
engineering etc. statistics taken in 1999/2000 indicates women
share of paid employment in industries and civil service is low
compared to the men (61.28% to 79.99%, NEEDS, 2004).

The economic crises and structural adjustment policies
introduced in Nigeria have had a dis-proportionate impact in the
urban poor. The estimated poverty level in Nigeria urban areas had
risen from 17.2% in 1980 to 1996 (FOS, 1996).

Recent researchers in 1990 have revealed great extent and
depth of poverty in the urban areas in the third world. In Nigeria,
urban poverty extends beyond lack of income. Despite the fact that
most women in urban areas are into formal sector, poverty among
women in urban areas has specific spatial form ie. in form of
concentration in specific locations with its environmental
dimension associated with terms as “shum’, “ghetto’ “shanty town’
etc. These terms describe areas of the city identified by their
advanced stage of physical degradation and occupied by individual
experience various forms of social deprivation in terms of
unemployment and adeguate welfare services.
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Two third of the world 8.76 million illiterate are women_ with
many living in rural areas. It was estimated that 30% of the food
for family consumption in Africa is provided by women Rural
women provide 60-80 percent of agriculture labour force carrying
out activities like planting, transplanting, weeding, hoeing,
fertiizer  application, harvesting, threshing, winnowing,
transporting, preserving and marketing of the produce (Oladipo.
1997).

In Nigeria, according to Agbale (1988), as far back as 1929,
rural women had proved their potential as vital factors in the social,
political and economic development. It was noted that the major
obstacle to development cannot be eradicated without the full
participation of women. Development planners are now becoming
aware of the work carried out by women and agreed that
development programmes should consider the roles and needs of
women. It is therefore a welcome relief that both international and
private development agencies, government and community groups
have made support for women in development a top priority, such
programmes have implication for all aspect of agricultural
development including related issues such as nutrition, population
planning, land and legal reforms and education.

CONCLUSION

Much of the focus on the status of women in Nigena and
many of the development projects that have been designed in
recent years to serve the needs of women include FEAP, BLRW,
WIA. Abolition of poverty cannot be achieved until men and

women have equal access to the resources and service necessary o
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achieve their individual potentials and fulfill their obligations to

household, community and the society.

Effective poverty reduction requires policies which
recognize women’s multiple roles. Recrganization of women’s
informal and unpaid social as well as ecomomic work when
designing poverty programmes will help in improving their

livelihood.

The foregoing review of literature shows that women are
imvolved actively in all categories of socio-economic and political
development, even though, development programmes have
marginalized them and are mostly male biased. Therefore, this
research is worth investigating to see whether poverty reduction
strategies targeted on women m Kaduna State had been effective

on their status and socio-economic well being.
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3.1

3.2

CHAPTER THREE

BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY AREA

HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS
Before Sir Lord Lugard came into Kaduna, the town had

served as a trading station and a labour camp with a few scattered

Gbagi small farm steads. In 1912 Kaduna state was selected by

Lord Lugard as the most strategic place for her administrative and

military headquarters for the new protectorate of Northern Nigeria.

The major factors that determined his choice of location:-

1. Was the location on River Kaduna a tributary of River Niger.

. Kaduna is slightly fast free from the influence of the
Northern Emirate.

1.  Kaduna was then served by the newly constructed railway
line (1911) stretching from Lagos to Kano with the west and
linking the Northern with the East as well.

iv.  Finally, it has a field administrative and military center.

In 1976 General Murtala Muhammed administration created
seven new states in Nigeria. The North Central State with capital at
Kaduna, was renamed Kaduna state. It was made up of two
colonial period provinces of Zaria and Katsina. In 1991, the
number of states in the country was increased from twenty-one to
thirty. Katsina province became Katsina sate, while the old Zaria
province became Kaduna state. There are twenty-three local

governments area in the state.

LOCATION OF THE STUDY AREA
Kaduna state lies between latitude 9° 02” and 11° 32” north
of the equator and between longitude 6°15™ and 8"50” east of the






