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Abstract 

Sorghum genotypes were screened for resistance to Sporiosorium sorghi in the screenhouse and in the field. 
Scrccnhousc trials showed ICSV 2 and 1CSV 1049 to have considerable resistance while ICSV 1002 was 
completely immune. Field trials in 1994 and 1995 confirmed them to be resistant. 
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R e s u m e 

Les genotypes dc sorghum dtaicnt croiscs pour la resistance au Sporisorium sorghi dans la scire ct dans le 
champ au Nigeria. Les essais en scrre et au champ ont montre q e ICSV 2, NSU 74 et ICSV 1049 dtaient 
rcsistants tandisquc ICSV 1002 etaittres resistant. Les essais menfisau champ en 1994 et 1995 ont confirmd 
leur resistance. 

Mots cles: Sorgho additionnels, le charbon, la rdsistance 

Introduct ion most damaging panicle diseases in Nigeria 
esDecially on unimproved cultivars, although a 

Sorghum, Sorghum bicolor (L.) Moench is a lew improved cultivars (e.g. J / V J>:2, to-
very important cereal crop in Nigeria. It highly susceptible to covered smut (Marley, 
occupies 6 million hectares which is about 46% 1995a). 
of the total land area devoted to cereal Covered smutcausedby Sporiosorium sorghi 
production within the savanna zone of the Link occurs throughout sorghum-growing areas 
country. of Nigeria with grain losses of up to 50% 

Diseases constitute an important production (Keay, 1968). However, with the advent of 
constraint under both traditional and improved cheap thiram-based fungicides, seed treatment 
farming conditions with losses estimated at is practiced by progressive small scale farmers 
about 10- 12%(Selvaraj, 1980). Smuts arc the in certain sorghum growing areas thusreducing 














