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ABSTRACT

This is a study of the acquisition, organization,
preservation and i ndexi ng of newspapers in seven sel ected
University Libraries in the eleven Northern States of N geri a.
The purpose of the study was to find out if the poor state
of newspapers in University Libraries is related to the
acqui sition practice, the way in which staff organize,
supervi se, maintain, preserve and i ndex them or due to
har dened m nds of readers, with a viewto suggesting
alternative approaches to the methods of acquisition
or gani zi ng, supervising, naintaining, preserving, and i ndexing,
newspapers. The significance of the study is that University
Libraries are | ooked upon as the |ast hope when other types
of libraries fail to cope up with information needs of
readers. Related literature was reviewed, Data were
col | ected through questionnaire, interviews and physica
exam nation of acquired newspapers, and anal ysed.

In the main, the study found out that nost |ibraries do
not acqui r e newspaper s publ i shedi nt hei ndi genous | anguages,
and nost libraries nake little effort to fill gabs created
as result of theft or mutilation. Going through current
i ssues of newspapers by heads of sections before passing them
to readers is nore of current awareness purpose than checking
for possible inperfection. Many libraries | eave current issues
of newspapers on tables for readers to consult at will, a
practice that encourages theft and multilation. In nost
libraries, staff of other sections have direct access to back

sets. However, sone staff abuse this privil ege by renoving
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or nutilating newspapers. Newspaper indexing in University
Libraries is generally | acking, and none of the two libraries
i ndexi ng has produced a thesaurus for the purpose. There is
a general lack of adequate space for newspapers use and
storage. Libraries are yet to start preserving newspapers
in mcroforms. Despite accunul ated experiences of staff of
old University Libraries, they have not performed any better
than staff of young University Libraries in terns of

acqui sition, organization, supervision, maintenance,
preservati on and i ndexi ng of newspapers. There is no
significant difference in their perfornmance. The poor state
of newspapers in nost libraries is due to poor acquisition
practice, organization, ineffective supervision, and | ack of

adequat e space for proper storage.

In the light of these findings, several suggestions were
made in the form of recomrendations for the inprovenent of
newspapers acqui sition, organization, preservation and i ndexing

in Uiiversity Libraries in N geria.
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Chapter 1
1 INTRODUCTION
Te1 Background to the Problem

The Newspaper is in essence a vehicle for transmission
of information, Within the context of the newspaper,
informgtion may be defined as facts or data presented in a
manner which renders them meaningful and useful to the
reader, This information adds to his knowledge, However,
because of the varied needs of newspaper readers, it is
difficult to assess the value of each item in print, A
newspeper therefore can survive only in an enviromnment

receptive to the type of information it carries,

The most important members of the community, as far as
newspaper is concerned, are its subscribers, the people whe
think well enough of the paper to buy it and to supply it
with much of the news and many of the features that make it

interesting,

According to Moghdam ('19‘?2.5)-I "It is up to the nowsmancr
to remair nlert to, and rei‘lect the needs of the comrmuity in
order to maintain its readership, This interaction between
the newspaper and the community completes a cycle of
acquisition, storage, processing and dissemination of

information®,

Penna, Fosket and Sewell (19’?’?)2 hold the view that the
extensive provision of newspapers is comparatively more
important in a develeping country, than in one that is more

developed, According to them, poverty often makes it
‘.\.Abh.ll“ i€ avia
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difficult if not impossible, for the individual to purchase
his own copye At the same time the format and presentation
of this type of material make it particularly attractive to

new literates,

University libraries enjoying good budgets spend
substantial amount of their budgets yearly for the
acquisition of newspapers, Although the economic situation
in Nigeria has made it very difficult,if not impossible, for
University libraries to acquire foreign newspapers, a number
of University libraries still acquire some foreign newspapers

in addition to various newspapers published in the country,

University libraries normally identify vendors they
consider efficient and place standing crderc with them,
The advantage of this practice is that it ensures that all
issues of any newspaper subscribed to are received,
Newspapers have now become so costly that the ordinary
University staff cannot afford to buy them daily, Students
who used to buy them daily when the economic situation was
fairly good can no longer afford to do so. ‘'hen a cony oo ¢
newspaper was sold at 20 kobo, a number of University staff
and students did not bother to ge to the newspapers section
of the library. They could buy 2 tc 5 copies of various
dailies, Since the time the price of a copy of a newspaper
rose to 50 kobo, the number of staff and students queing for

newspapers in the University libraries has greatly increased,

University libraries which enjoy good budgets and which

acquires a good percentage of newspapers, have now pilled up
several copies, This calls for improved organizational and
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supervision techniques, Similarly, the increase in the
demand for newspapers by staff and etudents demands new

techniques in the circulation of newspapers,

12 Statement of the Problem

Many writers have written a. lot about newspapers
organization, supervicion, preservation and on security of
library materials in general, Others have written about the
handling and use of newspapers in libraries, Lyle (1974)3
advocates handling of current issues of newspapers on
slopping racks, on vertical newspaper racks or simply shelved
in flat horizontal shelving, Gracy (19‘?1)“ and Vhatmore
(1970)5 review the storage problem of newspapers in 1\braries,
and conclude that damages to newspapers are inevitable, and
therefore, microfilming of newspapers is the obvious answer,
Broadus (1973)6 feels that only libraries subscribing to
many newspapers need to preserve files usually in microfilms,

but that small libraries could preserve newspapers in files,

For sometime, the writer has ebserved that a number of
newspapers acquired by Nigerian libraries in general, and by
University libraries in particular, have been mutilated, some
pages cut or removed, certain issues either misfiled or
missing, The extent to which newspaper issues are mutilated
or cut, was noticed when the writer used the New Nigerian
Newspaper for an indexing assignment in Kaghim Ibrahim Library,
Ahmadu Bello University Zaria, between the months of January
and March 1986, One tends to wonder whether the poJr state
of newspapers is not related to the acquisition practice, the

kind of organization, supervision and preservation techniques
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empleyed by the staff of the newspapers section of the library,
In other words, could the poor state of newspapers be
attributed to poor acquisition, crganization, supervision

and preservation or to hardened minds of library clientele,
despi te good acquisition practice and organization,

effective supervision and goed preservation?

1.3 Significance of the Problem

There is growing demand for newspapers in University
libraries now than ever before, In addition to the need for
current news and general information, there is growing
demand for newspapers because of the feature articles they
carry, University &8 highest institution of learn’ 1g,
University libraries provide materials including newspapers
for the advancement of scholarship, In Nigeria some also
act as depository of published worlB. The significance of
this problem lies in the fact that if issues of newspapers
which have been acquired continue to disappear or some of
their pages get mutilated, cut, torn or removed, it will be
difficult, if not impeseibie, for University llbraricc to
meet the demand for information that newspapers conwain.

They will alse fail in carrying out the function of depository,
Where public and school libraries fail to meet the demand for
information cattied by newspapers, University libraries are
lecked upon as the last hope, It ic important to find a
solution to this problem, sc that newspapers remain intact,
and the information they carry is retrieved whenever the

need arices,
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The Eu_rpgae of the stqu

The purpose of this study therefore is to examine the

acquisition practice, the organization, supervision,

preservation and indexing of newspupers in University

libraries with a view to finding out whether or not the poor

state of newspapers in University libraries relates to poor

acquisition practice, poer organization, ineffective

supervision and poor preservation by the library staff, The

finding thus will emable the writer to suggest how best to

improve en the techniques of acquisition, organization,

supervision, maintenance and preservation of newspaper

collections in University libraries, and or to suggest

alternative methods of organizing, supervising and

preserving newspapers in University libraries in Nigeria,

1.5

The Significance of the Studx

The significance of this study is as follews:~

Te

Se

It will be a contribution to research in areas of
newspaper librarianship with special reference to
University libra:iies,

The study will provide bases for decision malking
to people concerned with newspapers supervision in
University libraries,

The study will be useful for policy making by
people responsible fors planning library services,
with specific reference to the provision of staff
and storage facilities for newspapers,

It will provide areas for further investigations in

the field of newspaper librarianship,
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146 Assumptien
The writer assumes in this study that the poor state

of newspapers in University libraries is attributed to pscr

erganizatien and ineffective superviesion,

17 Scope and limitation of the Study

The geographical coverage of this study is the eleven
Northern States of Nigeria, The population of this study is
the ten University libraries, including a library of a
University College, which was initially established as a
University library, The writer restricted himself to the
Northern States of Nigeria for two reasons, Firstly it is
for the personal convenience of the writer, Secondly., the
cost of travelling in the Northern States is cheaper than
travelling in both the Northern and the Southern States ef

Nigeria,

Considering the geographical extention of the eleven
Nerthern States, and the spread of the ten Universities and
University College, enly seven libraries are covered in this
study, These libraries are Kashim Ibrahim Library, Ahiacdu
Bello Umaversity, Zaria, University of Jos Library, Bayerc
University Library, Kano, Usman Dan Fodio University Librery
Sokotas, University of Maiduguri Library, Abubakar Tafawa
Balewa University Library Bauchi, and Federal University of
Agriculture lLibrary Makurdi, A common feature of these seven
Universities is that they are owned and funded by the Federal
Government of Nigeria, Seven out of ten libraries (70%) were
considered a very good representation to allew a more

generalizeable conclusion,
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Libraries of Institutes of Fducation, Institutes of
Administration, Institutes of Agricultural Research,
Colleges of Agriculture, Colleges of Education and Advanced
Teachers' Colleges affiliated to Universities and Polytechnics
offering degree programmes are excluded from this study,
These libraries are parts of the University librery complexes,
They are performing the functions of special libraries and

are therefore not of University lihrary status,

The study is restricted to the acquisition, organization,
preservation and indexing of newspapers, It does not cover
the organization, preservation and indexing of other serial

publications,

The study covers both national and local newspapers

published in the indigenous languages of Nigeria,



Figure 1: University Libraries Used for the Study.

KEY

A.T.B,U. = Abubakar Tafawa Balewa Universitz, Bauchi
A.B,U, = Almadu Bello University, Zaria

B.U.K. = Bayero University, Kano

F.U.A, = Federal University of Agriculture, Makurdi
UNIJOS = University of Jos
UNIMAID = University of Maiduguri

U.D.,U. = Usman Dan Fodio University, Sokoto.
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Chapter 2
2. " REVIDW OF LITERATURE - i
2471 " 7 The Rele of Hewspapers -

Newspapers have as their primary purposé the
dissemination of information to the whole publice The.
public wants ite news as it happens ~ fully covered, well
printed, attractively and accurately presented in a form
whereby it may be preserved to become a public record, Every
rewspaper is an éncyclopedia of local history and world

movement,

Williams (1978) identifies four services of the
newspapers to the public as follows:ie :
i, A bulletin board: As a bulle*in board, the _{

newspaper announces the time, places and topiqséf
meetings, chronicles of birth, deaths and marriapes,
aﬂd.gives vital facts about current issues, It
warns when taxes must be paid, when voters must
register, preclaims election and announces when
schools open, It alse stimulates ypublic intercst
i1 holidays and special days and thelr programmes,

and heralds coming spoerts events, :

ii. An educator and promoter: The newspaper ingtructs in
all subject areas, Through the newspaper columns
the doctor talks about common diseases and points
sut ways to aveid or treat tth. The weather men
couveys information to farmers about rainfall and
weather conditions, Persons prominent in national

and world affairs are brought close to all through
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biographical facts, Most newspapers invite people

te express themselves on matters of general community
interest. Through the editorial columnz the editor
interprets the thought of the eommunity. The

editor speaks and the readers talk back, Thus the
public receives the opinion of both, The newspaper
also produces news, advertises and builds regicnal

business,

A protector of freedom: In communities where the
newspapers have a large circulation and exerts a
strong influence for community betterment, it is as
important as a telephone exchange, a light ar-
power company, a water company or a gas service.

It is just as necessary for families to receive on
the happenings and issues for the day as to receive
light from the community power plant, The newspaper
guards the peoplel's interest, warns the public on
criminal activity, helps police apprehend criminals,
A pood newsparegy §3 am guick te oxiposz incompetence

in office as it is to commend efficicucy.

Communications leader: The tremendougs speed with
which news must be obtained from great distances, the
accuracy and fairness with which it must be handed,
and the promptness with which newspapers must be
circulated impose great obligation. The public
relies upon newspapers for counsel and guidance in

o~
community improvement, in the shaping of better, ,arxﬁzb
3\

o

W
N

N
more efficient government, and in the generz,b‘}ak\\\%g ‘:g@-‘b'
o

§$
N
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promotion of better living. In the field of
advertising, great service is demanded of the
newspaper by retailers, wholesalers and manufacturers
whe recognize the neﬁspaper as an effective sales

producing agencys

The importance of newspapers has heen so stressed that
librarians have started putting lecal newspapers on tapes
for the benefit of the blind and the mentally retarded
children and adults who would never be able to reads Sturt
(19?0)2 and Leach (1979)3 report that such services are being

effered in Sweden, Britain, and Ayrshire.

Craddock (19?8}“ strongly feels that public libraries
have generally neglccted the nced to serv the blinds and
partially sighted, Mo is of the view that when public
libraries recognize that the blind and the partially sighted
need to have the information newspapers contain, and attempts
made to satisfy this need, talking newspapers will be scen as

a natural adjunt and communication service ts be supported,

Discussing the rolc of nwwepapers as au information source,
Rotstein (19?8)5 warns that in treating newspapers too
casually, libraries are overlocking a source of major
information, Despite frequent association with triviality,
sensational news and advertisiﬁg, newspapers record, with
immediacy and impact, historical events and socie~cultural
attitude and biases. He stresses the need for clear
guidelines for the develepment of a comprehensive newspaper

policy, without which collections become unmanageables
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Although all libraries carry newspapers, objectives are
ill-defined with the result that the potential of ncwspapers

has not yet been fully realised,

Smith (19’?9)6 sees the 19th and the early 20th century
French newspapers as a major source of information on African
history. He concludes by saying that if newspapers are
carefully used and balanced against other sources, French
newspapers can be a valuable source for African history

during the period of imperialism,

Lyle (1974)7 shares the @same view when he says that
"Newspapers are not solely of current importance, when back
files are preserved in substantial runs, they form a p-imary

historical record that is unsurpassed".

Newspapers have very important role to play in the
technological advancement of any nation, Dukes (-19'."9)B
while discussing the role of the newspapers in the year 2000,
links the future of newspapers to the future of techneclogy
and the future of sorie*r, Aceotding Yo him *heutwic of
the newspaper industry dcpends ou waeluer the newspapers
grasp the fact that they are in information industry, The
newspaper future will be shaped by market considerations - a
demand for sound business information and for reliable
informatien conveniently packed in a form compatible with

decision-making procedures,

Newspapers have important roles to play in adult
literacy, Marshall (1981)9 reports that a national paper

features adult students' writing from the various literacy
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centres in the United Kingdom, He feels the needs for such
publications in Canada, and examines the machinery needed to

establish it,

The comit:tee en‘Inter-African Relations (1960) ™ in
its report on the press in West Africa, prepared for the
international seminar on press and progress in West Africa,
holds the views that the press is to inform, to educate, to
entertain and amuse, to examine fairly and critically and
to make constructive contributiens to thought and discussion
on matters of public policy and to provide a ferum for the
airing of ideas and opinions, whatever their origin, and
however controversial, According to the committee, i{ is
not unreasonable to expect a good newspaper to have a high
percentage of factual news, to strikf_ a fair balance
between local and foreign news obtained from a variety of

independent sources,

Commenting on the roles of the early newspapers in
Nigeria, Kitchen (1956)"" holds the view that "virtually all
papers devote more space to comment than to news and aimed at
influencing their readers as well as conveying information',
According to her, the Zik chain in particular has played a

major part in extending political awareness,

Coleman (19&))12 asserts that there can be little doubt
that nationalist newspapers and pamphlets have been among the
main influences in the awakening of racial and political

consciousness,
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According to Omu (‘19'.7'8)‘13 it is not surprising that the
early press was essentially a political press. He asserts
that because Africans werc denicd effective participation in
government and wanted to influence the trend of events and
to realise their dignity, their anxiety centred on the demand

of political and natiocnalist persuation and propaganda,

242 Organization and Supcrvisicn of Newspapers

Although newspapers can be used for historical research,
and for answering questions of the day, traditionally, they
are difficult to exploit dircctly., This ig hecause of the
limited amount of cataloguing afforded them, Their handling
tos has not becn given serious thought in many librar’ :s. A
number of libraries, after processing, leave newspapers on
reading tables for readers until at the end of the day.
There is no record as to the nuvber of readers who have used
a particular newspapers., Lyle (19?4)1h feels that "Current
issues of newspapers are best handled en slopping racks, cn
vertical newspaper racks, or simply shelved with the current
periodicals in flat horigoatal shelving', Asccsding 4o
Hagelwelde (19?4)15 a wucih useu alvernative 1s precs-cutting

fj.lec

Discussing the problems facing libreries seekdng to
establish and expleoit a newspaper collection, Hagelwelde
(19?4}16 outlinesthe following problems:-

1. T%aditionally, newspapers are regerded by libraries

ag ephemersl,

2, They are on sale only bricfly and issues missing

for any reason are hard to replace,
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3« Newspapers are noted for title inconsistences,

Lk, The daily appearance and large format create
filing problems,

5e¢ Newspapers are of interest toc a wide variety of
readers and so are subject to considerable wear
and tear,

6. Collection of newspapers for binding is time
consuming,

7« Cost of newspaper collectiorscan be high,

8+ Stack storage of bound volumes creates handling
problems,

9« Microfilming also brings difficulties as well as
solving them,

10. Newspapers are not available through inter library

lending,

23 Preservation and Maintenance of Newspapers
Newspapers are widely and extensively read by librery

clientele, In University ljbraries, most students first go

to the nevwspapers section Gud pousibly spend he firsl one

hour there before moving to other parts of the dbrary to

read and to borrow materials, Because of the interest to a

wide variety of readers, newspapcrs are subject to

considerable wear and tear, After an exhustive check on the
conditions of each issue of Belfast newsletter and the Lisburn
Standard and of missing portions of the run of Linen Hall
Library, Gracey (1971)17 concludes that disintegration and
damage to newspapers are inevitable, and therefore, microfilming

of newspapers is a neccssity.
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Wha tmore (19‘?0)‘18 reviews the storage problem of
newspapers libraries and concludes that microfilming of
newspapers is the obvious answer, Once the newspapers have

been filmed, nothing is ever lost or damaged, he stresses,

Piscussing briefly on how to organize an effective and
efficient newspaper clipping services, Bavakutty (1980) 19
recognizes the value of newspapers as a source of information
in social science rescarch, He notes the difficulty of
preserving newspapers in their physical form, The difficulty
he says can be solved by making microfilm copies of newspaper

cuttings,

Lyle (1975)® feels that the maintenance problem; which
librarians face with newspapcrs files is becoming a thing
of the past, According to him, ""The tremendous growth of
runs of newspapers in microfilm and the general acceptance
of this format because of the savings in binding and storage,
have solved this problem", Without making microfilm copies
ef newspaper cuttings, a libra.y would have no other choice
than to discard the old collections to give room for the

most recent collections,

In his paper, Whatmore (1970)2] reports that a company
decided to remodel ite newspapers libra.y before moving to a
new building, The library had fewer than a million press
cuttings stored in vertical filing cabinets of shallow
drawers, The company decided to freeze the old collections
and to start new sequences, The frozen of the old collection

was not done at will, It was necessitated by the conditien
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of the newspapers and lack of storage facilities, The
frozen of the old issucs however failed to take cognisance

of the retrospective value of these newspapers,

Broadus (19’?3)22 feels that newspapers are unfortunately
considered a nuisance in many libraries, becausc they are
difficult to house, get badly hauled, and pored over by
people who, so it seems, have nothing better to de, He
suggests that newspapers could be preserved in files by
small libraries, larger libraries subscribing more newspapers

will need to preserve files usually in microfilme,

Mannerhein (1980)23 reports that the Government o-
Sweden decided that the Sweden Daily Press should be ‘ilmed
by the Royal Library in 1978, Three copies of all editions
and news bills were to be legally deposited, two of which
will be reserved, Copies of the film would then be
available at four other libraries, The filming of these

newspapers was to help solve maintenance and space problems,

The New York Library Task rfoerce on newspapuers
bibliographic control and preservatiou (198'|)9'h whicn was
set to propose the compilation of a state wide -
bibliography, identifying titles and lccations of newspapers,
identifies two main problems associated with newspaper
collecticn@e These are the rapid deterioratien of newsprint
paper, and the lack of adequate bibliographic aids for
identifying them, The bibliography would eventually be
converted into computerised form and made available as a

data base, It was also proposed that a comprehensive
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propgramme for micrefilming newspapers would be established as

a means of achieving long term preservation, 5

2k | | Mewspaper Indexing ! E
" The index is used daily by all librarians and nuterous
laymen, Aside from the individual boeke index, other types

of traditional indexes include periedical indexes, general
and subject, and newspapers indexes, However, there is
Hmited newspapers indexing all over the world. This lack

of indexing is made up for, by individual libraries indexing
local newspapers, According to Milstead (1980)25 newspapers
indexes aré ﬁery few, with more unpublished. This, he says,
bas made resiropsective access to current events very =t

gifficult, S

The importance of newspapers hag led to a number of
livraries embarking on internal indexing service of all
lecal newspapers. Dewe (19?2)26 attempts to leok at scme of
the difficulties these librariec face in their effort to
index some local newspapurs. Thesc problems includes what
is to be indexed, the manner of eniry, compilation of
standard subjeoct headings, whether to index individuwals
copnected with organization under their personal names or
under the organizations. According to him, the traditicnal
card posed a number of problems to the indexer who will be

concerned with keeping it to a manageable proportion,

Newspapers, especially loeal enes, could be under-
utiliged if an index te it is not available, Armstrong and
Fenell (1982}27 stress on this when they report the setting

up of an index preject for a amell town newspaper becauce

L]
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access to information was limiied by both availability of

papers and the lack of suitable indexes,

Similarly, Vieria and Trice (4980)28 report and
describe the development and operation of a local newspaper
project at Nape City county library in California, Twe
sets of newspapers i.dexes were produced, one for 1357 ~ 1900
and the other for current daily newspapers. Although the twe
indexes differ in scope and housed seperately, they sharc a

common gubject authority file. It is an indexer manual

develsped to provide a portable file znd to instruct ! f
indexers sn ind.sding principles, scopa rules and difficﬁlt
components, _ o : j
When newspapers articles are indexed, articles beccme
simple to trace and ihe time of the rcader is saved ; -
tremendously. The researcher could search directly, it;ms
of news in the newspapers that interest him, Alogbeleiye
(1984)29 gives three imporiant reasons why a librarian or
an archivist needs to corpile 2n index to his neowspaper

i

holding as followss:- o b

8., An index t> the back files <of newspapers is useful
for the anxious, intclligent layman who uses aJ
library or an archive,

be When indexec to newspapers are properly compiled,
they are particularly useful to specialists like
researchers, historians, scientists and so on,

¢ The availability of a good index would serve to

bring users to the library or an archivdl

institution.
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Ak nwumi (1988)30 reminé® libraries indexing

newspapers of the existance of different editions of some

newspapers in Nigeria, The indexer should know which edition

he is indexing, There are Southern and Northern editions of

some of the Nigerian newspapers and any indexer that does

not take this into consideration may likely mislead the

users of such indexes,
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Chapter 3
3, RESEARCH DROCEDURES
-5'1 Sampling Pregedure

Having considered the geographical extention of the
eleven Northern States, and the spread of Universities in
the 8tates, i1 became obvious that a thorough study cannot
be carriéd out if all the ten University libra.ies are used
to carry cut the study. Rather than using the ten University
libraries namely, Kashim lbrahim ILibrary Ahmadu Bello
University Zaria, Bayocrd University Library Kanc, University
of Jos Iibrary, Usman Dan Fodie University library Sokoto,
University of Ilorin Library, University of Maiduguri Tibrary,
Federal University of Technology Library Minna, Federal
University of Agriculture lLibrary Makurdi, Abubakar Tafawa
Balewa University Iibrary Bauchi, and Modibbo Adama College
Lib¥ary Yola, the researcher took a sample of seven for a

thorough study,.

Stratified random sampling was considered best sampling
method ¢ the study., Libraries were stratificd by agee.
Those established between 1962 and 1977 were cﬁnsidered old,
while those established alter 1977 were considered young |
University libraries. The old libraries are those of Ahmadu
Belle University Zaria, Bayere Universitly Kano, University of
Jos, Usman Dan Fodic Unjversity Sokote, Universiiy Ilorin,
and University of Maiduguri, The young libraries are those
of the Federal University of Technology Minna, Abubakar Tafawa
Balewa University Bauchi, Federal University of Apriculture
Makurdid and Modibbo Adama College Yola, All the young

University libraries were established in the 1980s,
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Five out of .the aix old University Libraries were
sanpied out for the study., Thege are Xashim Ibazabim Library,
Ahmadu Bello University Zeria, Bayero University Library, Kano,
University of Jos Library, Usman Dan Fodio University Library
Sokoto and University of Maiduguri Library. Two out of the
four young universiiy librarics were also sampled out for the studys
fhoeﬁdﬂrei; Abubakar Tafawa Balewa University Library Bauchi,
and the Federal University of Agriculture Malurdi, The
rationale for including both old and young libraries in the
sample was to find cut if the experienceasof staff of the old
libraries malke a difference in the acquisition, organization and
supervision of newspaper collection® . Seven ocut of ten
university libraries viere considered a very good repres-mtation

to allow a more generalizeable conclusion,

32 Instruments for Data Collection

The researcher used three instruments to collect data
for the study. The main instrument wes a questionnaire sent
to all the University libraries under study. The second
instroment was an examination of some of the newspopers
adquired. The researcher also carried out unstructnred
interviews in some of the Libraries used for the study. The
interviews were hased on the responses to the gquestionnaire

adninistered, and the cbaervation made Wy the researcher,

34241 UQuestionnaire

The questionnaire was the main instrument for dota
collegtion, Apart from basic information about the library

like its name, year of eastablishment and the number of
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newspaper titles subscribed to, the questionnaire contains

thirty-seven items, organized intc four sections as follows:=-

A, New

Te

e

D

ke

Se

7

8a

e

10

.

rs Acquisition and Orpganization:

Whether the library receives all issues of
newspapers subscribed to,

What the library docs if a vendor is unable to
supply a newspaper issue,

Whether the library subscribes to morc than one

.eopy of a ngwspaper title,

If the library subscribes to more than one copy

of a newspapér title, whether all copics are
circulated, .

If all copies are not circulated, what are the
reasons.

Whether head of serial or newspapers section
goes through'the newspapers of the day before
they arc pasged to readers,

Reasons fer head of section going through
current issucs of ncwspapers,

Whether the library staff on duty checks back
issues before passing them to readers,

Reasons for checking or not checking back
issues befgre passing them to readers,

Method of storing currcnt issues of newspapers.

B, Borrowing Préccdures:

T

Ze

Se

De

Vhether current issucs of ncwspapers are left
on the tables for rcaders, or passed to them on
request,

Whether readers who request for newspapers fill
request forms,

Whether the request for issuc is made by giving
only the issue or the file halding all issues
of the month,

Whether a reader deposits his identity card
before he is giyen a newspaper title,

If no identity card is deposited, how is the
return of the newspaper issue guaranteed,
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If a reader is required to deposit his identity
card, what are the reasons,

Whether library staff from other sections of
the library have direct access to back issucs,

Reasons for allowing or for not allowing library
gtaff from other scctions direct access to
back issue¢s.

Displinary measures taken against rcaders whe
remove, or cut shcets of newspapers,

C, Newspapers Maintenance and Preservation

1
2e

Je

ha

Se
6o

7e

8,
%%
10.

Any routine check on newspapers,
How often newspapers arc checked, if any,

What the library does, if it finds a newsr..per
issue or its pages cut or removed,

Adequacy of storage facilitics,
Binding of newspapers,

Whether copies that have been circulated are
those bound,

Reasons for not binding newspapers, if the
library does not,

How unbound newspapers are preserved,
Weeding of n-wspapeo—s collection, if any.

Period of newspap.ic usage before ey wre
discarded,

Do Newspapers Indexing

Ts

2e

Je

be
D

Whether library indexes local newspiperss

Reasons for indexing or for not indexing local
newspapers,

If the library indexes local newspapers whether

“it uses ceontrolled languages

The controlled language used, if any,

If the library indexcs, whether it publishes
the index,
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6, If the library indexeg but does not publish the
index, what are thc rensons,

7« Problems of indexing,

8¢ Problems of newspaper. librarianship wiih
regards to staff, rcaders and preservation,

Je2e2 Validation of the Questionnaire

The questionnaire was used as the main instrument feor
data collection, The researcher took time to construct it,
It was revised and tested for validity and reliability,
The result of the test together with supervisors comments
were used to further revise the questionnaire, With this
further revision, a valid and a reliable queationnaire was

ObtainQd.

3e2¢3 Intervicws

The interviews were intended to gnther more
information and to verify certain responses, The interviews
were not restricted to the staff of the newspapers section -
enly, but extended to other staff of the library and students
who use the library, The interviews were unstructurcd for two
reagons, Firstly the researcher did not want to restrict
himself to specific questions, Structured intervicws would
have restricted the researcher to specific questions,
Answers which were given to unstructured qucstions gave the
researcher the opportunity to ask many more questions,
Secondly, because the interviews were unstructured, the
researcher was able to reframe some of his questions, and in

some cascs completely changed them,
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The researcher also visited somc binderice and gathered
information through interview§ about the conditions »f

newspapers brought for binding,

Fe2edt Examination of Newspapers

A rumber of newspapers were examincd to ¢ :termine
how intact or otherwise the pages are, Two ewspaper titles
were examined thoroughly, covering 1986 ani 1987, Other
newspaper titles were just examincd at re.dome The
examination of the newspaper issues by 'he researcher
further helped to verify some of the responses given by the
respondents, and brought to light, the physical condition

of newspaper collections in University libraries,

LB Subjects

A copy of the questionnaire was scnt to every University
library used in the study for complction by the newspapers
section of the library., It was intcnded that a library staff
who is directly concerncd with the processing and or cngaged
in the day to day charging out and recoiving back nowcpeper
issues would be given the cgpy of the questionnaire to
complete, Since he is engnged daily in the ncwspapers section,
the researcher hoped that the questionnaire was completed
with every details, Bindery staff who actunlly receive,
arrange and bind newspapers were also interviewed to find out
the condition of newspapers they rcceive from the library for

binding,

p Administration of Questionnaire

One copy of the questionnaire was sent to each
University library used for this study., A total of seven

copies of the questionnaire were sent out, six by post and one
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was delivered by hands All the participating librories
were provided with stamped sclf-addressed envelopRSfor
returning the completed copics of the questiomnaire to the
researchar.

Two libraries returncd thelr completed questicmmaire
after three weeks, two returned theirs after five weceks,
one returncd its cwn after six wecks, while one refurnced its
own after three months. The researcher wrote and sopt
letters of reminder to two librarics, All the letters of
reminder sent had copies of the guestionnaire attached.
The researcher also enclosed atamped svlf-addressed ervelopis
so that if the first copics got lost in the posty these ones
could be completed and returned. Although the researcher
scnt letters of reminder, onc library did not return its copy
of the questionnaire until the researcher visited the library
and discusscd with the librarian, Iven them, it took three

weekes before the completed questionnoire was reburncd,

A total of seven copies of the guestionnaire were sontg
out for conpletions A1l the seven copius sent out wWere

returncd, completed,

The rescarcher's earlier plan Yo use research assistants
to assist him in the collection of data did not work, The
assistants the rescarcher wonted to employ were cut of Zaria
as & result of the long closure of Ahmadu Bello University
Zaria, The researcher's earlicr determination to complete data
collcction within twe months using research assistants could
not materialise, It took the resenrcher three months to

complete the task of data collection,
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In addition to the¢ questionnaire used to collect data,
interviews conducted and exanination of newspepcrs carried
out, the researcher also took time to observe borrowing

procedurcs in some of the librarics under study.

3e5 Checking the Reliability

At times respondents cithor consciously or
unconsciously leave certain questions unanswered, Somectimes
incorrect information is intentionally supplied, cither
because the respondent wants to protect his interest or that
of the organization, The researcher therefore decided to
check the reliability of all the information given by
respondents. The rescarcher visitced four of the sevel
libraries used in the study, and observed how newspapers are
organized, handled and preserved, This enabled the
researcher to compare the information got through the
questionnaire with what is actually obtainable in the

libraries,

3,6 Proccdures for Troating Data

Date -ollccted through questionnaire, interviews,
observations and examination of ncwspapers have been

analysed using the following mcthods:=

a, Descriptive method,
be Tabulation of data toc give ease of compariscn,
ce Convertion of raw fipure to perccntages,
de Graphical presention where applicublq.
The researcher commented obje;tively on the findings, pointed

out the strength and weakness of cach administrative
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practice employed by the librarics, The researcher also made
suggestions for improvement where existing practices scem
inadequate, Alternative approaches have also been suggested
where data showed that the present approaches seem not te

be effective,
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Chapter &
'™ ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION OF DATA

This chapter is devoted to the presentation and analysis
of data collected through questionnaire, interviews and
examination of newspaper collsctions in seven mniversity
libraries, The researchcr hac analysed the datn using tables,
percentage, and in some instances, descriptive methods have
been employed, ©Gomments made by the researchcr are besed on
the weakness and strength of the organizational practices,
preservation techniques and indexing practices engaged by
libraries covered by this study, The researcher has also
made suggestions for improving practices which seem '
ineffective, and offered alternative approaches to some

practices,

be News r Acquisition and Organization
Data collected revealed th:ot not all the libraries

jncluded in this study receive all issues of newspapers they
subscribed to, Responses showed that libraries toke different
approaches whenever their vendors fail to supply certain
issues of newspapers for one reaSon: or the other, When
some libraries endeavour to get issucs of newspapers not
supplied by vendors, others simply take no steps. This can
be seen in table one overleaf,

KASHIM IBRAMIM LIBRARY

"l“'p.n'l PJ&I...r. ::f'“lep‘"-"
Y ALGERR
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Table 13 Steps taken when vendors do not supply newspaperss

Insist on Ask for Contact ILiaise with Total no
vendor to copy from other individual of steps

Iibs, supply publisher depts, staff taken
1 - - -~ - 2
- - - - - 0
3 - 1 - - 1
K 1 1 1 1 %
) 1 - - - 1
6 - 1 - 1 2
7 - - - - 0

The table above shows that two libraries take no step to
acquire any newspaper issue that the vendor is unable to
supply. Two libraries talke only one step each, out of the
four steps shOwn in the table, while one library takes two
steps, It is only one library that takes all the four steps

indicated, to see that it acquires any issue its vendor cannot

supply. ..

ILibraries should leave nc stone unturned to see that no
gab is left unfilled in its newspapers collection, In
addition to liaising with publishers, departments, and
individual staff, members of the public outside the

university, and other libraries should be contacted,

Findings revealed that the 7 libraries (100%) used in
this study subscribe to more than one copy of a newspaper
jssue, On whether or not all copies are circulated, 3 (42,9%)

said they circulate all the copies, while 4 (57,1%) said
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that they do not circulate all the copies, subscribed to,
Reasons given for not circulating all copies subseribed to
vary from one library to ancther, One library caid it uses
one copy for newspaper cutting, another library said that

one copy is used for collection development, while one said
that & copy is sent tc the university ljbrarian for consultation,
and then subsequent binding, The reasons given by the
libraries for not circulating all the issucs of newspapers

do not include binding, Investigation revealed that the copy
which is meant “or consultation and binding is actually
circulated, I* is circulated because it is consulted "y
researchers and the university librarian before it iz sent for
binding, It is the researcher's view that copies of newspapers
intended to be bound, should not be circulated, During the
period of circulation, pages may get torn , marked, cut or
even removed, An issue can even disappear, Any newspaper
issue sent to the bindery should be intack, clean.and free

from mutilation,

. While one library (14,3} rcported thot ig buyr itis
newspapers on “cash and carry" basis, six (85,7%) reported
that they place order with vendors, Only one library
(14,3%) has since July 1985, started baying 3 titles
directly from publishers, and the rest from vendors, Buying
newspapers from local vendors on ‘‘cash and carry" basis
implies that once the library does not get one of the
newspapers from the vendor, it may not get it again, ner .
press on the vendor to get it for the library, It implies
that the library buys what is available, Libraries which have

. b,‘,f“

~mo- standing orders with vendors alge stand the risk of

]

ol
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missing certain issues ocnce th: vendors are unable to get
enough copies to go round its customers, University libraries
should re-examine their acquisition practices, wath a view

to ensuring that all newspapers subscribed to are received

and preserved, It is strongly suggested that university
libraries should acquire newspapers from vendors for circulation,
and from publishers for the purpose of preservation or for
binding. The acquisition should include all local newspapers

published in theiddigenous languages, like Gaskiya Tafi Kobo,

Zuma, Amana, Alkaimi, Albishir and the liks, _
A gt

—
o —

Many university libreries scem to incline more tc. .rds
the acquisition and preservation of national and intermational
newspapers, and seem to ignore the role of local newspapers
published in the indigencus languages, Out of the 55
newspaper titles (See Appendix 7) held in the 7 university
libraries used for this study, only 8 (14,9%) are published
in the indigenous languages, The distribution by library is

shown in figure 2,0overieat

:nsp;te of the fact that these local newspapers are
published and sold around, only two university libraries hold
local newspapers, One library holds 7 titles, whilc the
other holds 3 titles, None of the remaining 5 libraries holds
a single local newspaper, The local newspapers published in
the indigenous languages hcld by these libraries are Gaskiya

tafi kobo, Zuma, Yanci dan Adam, /mana, Alkalami, Albighir,

é;{;di; and Magana Kano,

Newspapers holding varies considerably from one library

to another, This is clearly shown in figure 3,
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Figure 2: Number of local Newspapers held by University
Libraries Under Study.
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A complete list of newspapcr titles held by the 7 univereity
libraries can be seen in Appendix 7, While some titles have
ceased publication, others are irrcgularly received, Some
libraries have stopped acquiring somec titles due to financial
difficulties, While 3 libraries hold between 29 and 34 titles,
one library holds 18 titles, While 2 libraries hold between

8 and 11 titles, one library holds only 4 titles, Four
newspaper titles are not adequate to provide the needed
informmation that newspapers carry, Figure 4 overlcaf~shows

surrent - titles actually being held by the ? libraries,

Local newspapers provide information on local history
that national and international newspapers cannot prov- de,
In other words, they fill gaps in information on local
history, University libraries in each area has the
responsibility of collecting, organizing and preserving local

newspapers in order to supplement information from national

NeWsSpapers,

As to whether or not the heads of th¢ serial or
newspaper rections go through all the newspapers before they
are passed to thc readers, 5 (71.4) said that the headp
of sections go.through the ncwspapers before-they are passed
to readers, 2 (28,6%) said no. is t;: why heads of sections
have to go through the newspnpers before the library clients
read them, reasons given include checking for recent
journals that might have been anounced in newspopers,
checking for possible imperfection, for indexing and for the
purpose of keeping abreast with the world heppenings, Table
2 clearly outlincs thcee reasons. ~ &



40

Figure 4: Number of Current Newspaper Titles Held by

University Libraries Under Study,

354

30

&
1

i
3

e BT 14

2
o
A

Fu_

o

. 2
-
o0

I

Number of Current Newspaper Titles Held,

L%, ]
Jd

°'"‘mru'm
BUK FUA WNTIJOS UNIMAID

University Libraries




k1

Table 2: Why heads of newspapers sections go through

current newspapers before they are passed to

readers,

Why head reads current No of libs,

newspapers before readers which gave
reasons %

To check for recent jourmals

announced 1 20%

To check for possible

impecfection 2 hog

For indexing 1 2006

For current awareness 2 hos

The analysis revealed that only two (20%) out of 5 libraries
which actually go through current issues of newspapers before
passing them to readere do so for the purpose of detecting
poesible imperfection, During thc interview seseion, a
senior library staff in one of the university libraries used
for this study pointed out that a number of newspapers are
received with imperfection, According to him one often finds
some pager torn, illegible or wrongly folded thereby
resulting into partly printed pages or double printing of
pagese If the head of the sericlSor newspapers section or
any staff assigned to do the job does not go through the
current issues of newspapers, hc will not know whether or
not any mutilation seen later was done at the publisher's

end or by library users, Mutilation of newspapcrs, therefore,
cannot solely be attributed to poor handling by students,

Imperfection and mutilation could be caused by the publisher,
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Findings showed that all the 7 (100%) libraries used
in the study take time to check back issuee befeore passing
them to readers, When asked to say why library .taff do
check back issues of newspapers before passing them to
readers who request for them, 6 out of the 7 libraries covered
in this research work (85,6%) said that they check because
they want to identify possible ripp off or mutilation and to
be sure thot all pages are intact, and so that they can
identify a reader who mutilates or removespages. One
library (14,3%) said that it only lends materials that are
in good physical condition, In other wordey, thc purpcge
of checking through back issues before lending them out is
to decide whether or not to lend them to readers, If a
nevspaper issue was checked before it was passed to, also
réchecked after tho reader had returncd and found to be in
perfect condition, any mutilation, damage, or thcft of some
pages later on found in newspapers, may not be unconnected
with library staff and other University staff who have direct
accese to back issues, libraries therefore should intonsify
its check for possible mutilation not only before passing
newspapers to readers, but also after receiving them back,
They should also endeavour to identify those who mutilate and

take appropriate action,

Checking back issues beforc lending them out, should
not only be for the purpose of deciding whether or not to
lend them, as it is practised by one of the libraries, The
library should be able to detect who mutilates, cuts or

removes sheets o newspapers,



b3

Newspapers cannot be shelved ordinarily like books
because of their formmat, Current newspapers arc therefore
kept variously by University libraries as can bc seen in

table Z,below.

Table 3: How current issucs of newspapers are kept,

No of libs, % (to the

Keeping of current issues which use nearest

of newspapers the method decimal
point)

They are kept by titles on shelf 2 28,,6%

Displayed on ta»les 2 28 .66

Kept in newspapers stands for

readers to consult 1 143

Current and back issucs arc kept

together in a room 1 1he 3%

Kept together with back issucs

in the reference section 1 14,3%

Total 7 100%

The analysis shows that 2 librariee (28,6%) keep their
current is-ues of newspapers by titles on shelf, while one
library (14,3%) keeps them on newspapers stands for readers
to consult, By keeping issucs title by title cnables staff
to retrieve any issue on demcond, By leaving them on
newspapers stands for rcaders to consult would certainly
result into rough handling, It would be difficult, if not
impossible, to detect who mutilates, Thc one library
(14,3¥%) which keeps its current and back issues together in
the reference section of the library certainly would have no

control over the users.s Two libraries (28,6¥) simply display
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their current newspapers on tables, By displaying newspapers
on tables means that rcaders arc free to consult them at will,
And when ncwspapers arc consulted at will, no one can be
held responsible for any mutilation, Findings rcvealed that
one library (14,3%) keeps both current and back issucs

together in a designated room,

The study revealed that ncwspapers arc gencrally not
organized like books, In most cases, ncwspapers are not
catalogued or classificd, What obtains in the libraries is
that only the bound volumes are classificd, What libraries
do is to stamp the newspapers, enter them either in a
cardex or in a record sheet, or in an index to thc.new:paper
and journal holdings, In some libraries, records of ncwspapors
held by the libraries are not m2de in the general catalogue
of the library, The library catalorue should show what the
library has, both within and outside thc library building.
Entries should be made in the general catalogue for all
newspapers, in addition to entmes in the catalomue of
serial publications, ecardex or index te newsprper and govial

holdings,

Since unbound newspapers cannot be shelved like books,
there is need for a more realistic approiach to newspapers
storage, libraries should avoid thc practice of lcaving
newspapers cither on tables, on newspoper stacks for users to
consult at will or keeping both current and back sct
together, Ideally, unbound newspapers should be arranged
title by title, data by date and month by month, If

newspapers are arranged date by date and title by title,
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readers requeats can be made by consulting that particular
title, and less time will be spent in locating a particular

issue, Checking through fewer copies reduces wear and_ tear,

L2 Borrowing Procedures

After newspapers have been received and processed,
libraries have different ways of lending them to readers,
Because of current nature of the information they carry
many students rush to the newspapers section as soon as they
have lectures free hours, library staff also try to glance

through them as soon as they are processed,

Asked to say whether current issues of newspapers are
passed to readers on request or just left on reading tables
for the readers to consult, 6 (85,7%) libraries said that
as soon as the heads of sections have gone through, the
newspapers are left on the tables for readers to consult
at will, On the other hand 1 (14,3%) library said that the
newspapers are not just left on the tables for readers to
consult, Rather, newspapers arc filed in folders in closed
access, They are only passed to readers on requests,
Further findings revealed that this one library does not
entertain verbal requests, Readers fill request forms

before they receive newspapers,

The practice of leaving current issues of newspapers
on tables for readers to consult is a major source of
mutilation and theft of sheets, The library cannot
identify who actually mutilates or cuts pages {rom newspapers

if they are just left on tables for readers to consult,
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If readers are made to fill request forms before newspaper
issues are passed to them, the library will, in addition to
detecting mutilation and theft, know the actual -umber of
readers who consult each newspaper issue daily, the calibre
of readers and the frequency of request of a particular
newspuper, Supervision of newspapers handling must start

right from the time they are received and processed,

A number of students and staff do not get to read
newspapers on the day they are published or received into
the library until after some days, Some may only glance
through without bothering to read them thoroughly, Others,
because of the lengthy nature of scme featured articles,
come back to the library to read them whenever they have
enocugh time to do so, By the time they come back to the
library teo request for such issues, the copies would have
be filed and stored away.: When asked to say whether a
reader's request for a back issue of a newspaper is made
by giving only the issue reouested for. or is made by
giving the file holding other isenes. 3§ (42,9 Tibggeies
replied that they give only the issue requested for, while

L (57,1%) libraries said that they give the file holding

other issues of the month,

When a reader requests for a back issue, it is safer
to give him only the issue he has requested for, unless
the issues have been hound into a volume, Giving a reader
the file holding issues for the month will lead to
mutilation, theft and rough handling, The reader does not

need to go through the file holding almost 30 issues in
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order to find only an issue which is of interest to him,
In fact when a reader returns the file holding issues for
the month, it will be very difficult for the library staff
on duty to check all issues to sce if any damage has been
made, With a single issue or two, the staff on duty can

-

easily check throughs e

Of the 7 libraries covered by this study, 6 (85,7%)
said that readers who request for back set of newspapers
have to deposit their identify cards with the ljbrary staff
on duty at the newspapers section before newspapers are
given to thems Only 1 (14,3%) does not demand the rer ‘ers
to deposit their identify cards before they are given the
newspapers, As to how the return of a newspaper with all
the pages intact is guaranteed, the library said that

library staff on duty will be vigilant,

The 6 libraries which demand for the readers'! identity

cards advanced reasons for doing so, as shown in table 4,

Table 4: Why readers have to Jepasit their idculity cards

hefore they collect newepapers.

—

Reagsons for depositing No of 1libs that
identity cards gave the reasons %
To identify the patron 2 28,6%
To ensure material is returned 5 71 4%
To identify mutilators 2 28,6%

As can be seen in table 4, two (28,6%) libraries out of 6

that demand . readers to deposit- their identity capds, do
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80 in order to identify the patrons, while 5 (71,4%) do so
to ensure that the materials lent out are returncd after
useJ Two (28,6%) libraries demand that the read-rs deposit
their identity cards because the identity cards will help
to identify those who mutilate or cut some pages of the

»
-

newspapers lent to them,

Identity cards should not only be for the purpose of
identifying the patron, Similarly, returning newspapers
after use, does not imply that they are returned in good
condition, Asking a reader to depoeit his identity card
should be for the purpose of identifying, whether or rnt
he is a member of the University community, ensuring t.n~t
newspapers are not only returned, but returned in good
physical condition, and should also help to determine who
mutilates or cuts what, and should be meant to ensure that
a patron pays for any lost. or damage made to newspzpers

before the identity card is returned,

Asked to say whethcer or not library staff from other
sections ~f the librt_try have direct access to back issues
of newspapers, 6 (85,7%) libraries said that they do, while
1 (14,3%) library said that they do not, The librarics
that allow all library staff direct access to back issues
of newspapers and the library which dces not allow staff
from other sections direcct access to back issucs gave
reasons for doing so. The library which does not allow
staff of other sections of the library direct access to

back issues of newspapers said that it does this to ensure
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the saftey of newspapers, It does not think that
newspaper mutilation and removal of pages is restricted
to students alone, The 6 librarics that allow ail staff
direct access to back sct of newspapers advanced some
reasons for doing so, Four (66,6%) livraries said they
have confidence that thec staff will not mutilate, remove
pages or steal any issuc of the newspapers, Out of the 6
libraries which allow staff of other sections direct access
to back set, 1 (16,6%) librgry said that it allows staff
direct access because it wants them to be conversant with
the overall system and to be current with local, nation.l
and international happenings, One (16,6%) library said
that newspapers are kept in the serial section, and that

the serial section is opened to all staff,

It is observed that disallowing direct access to back
sets of newspapers is a rirht step taken in the right
direction towards preserving ncwspapers in their physical
condition, It is not true thot vawsporars theft. cutting
or matilation is done by studer*s 2lc.c, No ¢. - zan - hel’
responsible for any damage done if every library staff is
allowed direct access to back set of ncwspapers, particularly
issues that are yet to be bound, Sometimes library staff
become students, and so go in search of articles published
like other students, Since they know that they will not
undergo search like other students, they can remove or cut
pages of newspapers, The fact that newspapers are kept in
the serial section does not mean that staff of the library

should just have direct access to back sets, particularly
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~ issues yet to be bound, Libraries ghould endeavour to
restrict direct access to ncwspapers so that newspapers

can remain intact,

When a law or a rule is made, those who breach the
law or rule get punished accordingly. Those who breach
library rules and regulations shoul;:l be punished, Asked
to state disciplinary measurcs taken against rcaders who
are confirmed to have removed or cut sheets of newspaper,
various measures were stated, The measures depend on the
gravity of the offence committeed, Four (57,%) libraries
said that the matter ie referred to the disciplinary
committee for necessary actionj 1 (14,3%) said that the
student is expelled from the librarys 2 (28,.6%) said that
the disoiplinary committee chaired by the Vice Chancelloer

suspends such a student for one semester,

The researcher endorses the expulsion and suspension
of any student who, knowing fully well that his action is
criminal, yet goes ahegd To mutilate, i1cmove or cut pages
from newspapers, It is not enough to expel or suspend a
student who has com:iéted such criminal acts, All students
who are confirmed to have committed such offences should,
in addition to suspension or expulsion from the library, be
made to replace or pay for the replacement of materials
stollen or damaged, If a student is merely expelled from
the library, or suspended from the University library without
paying for the damaged or lost material, he¢ will probably
not feel much, since the faculty or departmental library is
there to serve him, The researcher is of the view that any

student who has been suspended or expelled from the library



51

should write an undertaking to abide by the library rules
and regulations before he is allowed to use the library or

borrow the library resources,

L3 Newspaper Maintenance and Preservation

There is difficulty in preserving newspapers in their
physical form, Because newspapcrs are of interest to a
wide variety of readers, they are subject to considerable
wear and tear, Librarics are therefore saddled with the

task of maintaining volumes of newspaper collections,

Data collented showed that 4 (57,1%) libraries out of
the 7 covered by this study carry out routine check on
newspapers acquired, while 3 (42,9%) do not check routinely
to see if all issues of newspapers acquired are in the
library, and are intacty As to how often ncwspaper
collections are checked by libraries who actually check,

3 of the 4 (7?9%) libraries reported that they carry out the
check once a month, while one (25%) library said that it

carries out routine check once in six months,

Materials acquired must be scen to exist in the
library. The library needs to know whether or not matcrials
it has acquired are available in the library, Unless the
library periodically checks back sets of newspapers, it
cannot know whether or not all issues are in the library
and intact, The findings revealed that not very many
libraries carry out periodic check on newspapers, Further
investigations revealed that the monthly chcck which the
three libraries carry out does not cover all back sets of

newspaperss The monthly check is intended to confirm
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whether or not all issues of the previous month are
available, and to tie them up, It is the researchers view
that libraries should extend the check to other aonths
issues as long as they remain unbound, This is very
necessary especially in libraries that allow staff of
other sections direct access to back scts, This will
enable the libraries know thc condition of their ncwspapers

before deciding to send them for binding,

Routine check on newspaper collections would be
meaningless if the routine check is done for doing sakes
When asked to state what the libraries do when they £i-d
issues of newspapers missing, some pages of newspopers cut
or removed, the four libraries that actually carry out the
routine check gave various steps they take, as shown in

table = below,

Table 5¢ What libraries do when they find issucs of

newspapers missing, pages cut or removed,

Noe of I1ibc,
Steps taken to replace missing which took
or damaged newspapers steps %
Fill the gab with a copy from
VeCe's office 2 50%
Fill the gab through photocopying 1 25%
Liaise with people within and
outside the University 1 2%
Request for a copy from
publisher 2 50%
Weeded out, if unable to replace 1 25%
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Aa gan be seen in table 5, 2 (50%) out of the & libraries
that check their newspapers try to get copies from the
Vice Chancellor's office to fill gabs that mipght be found,
Only 1 (25%) library resorts to photo-copying 4in other to
£il1l any gab. Similarly, 1 (25%) library liaises with people
within and outside the University to et copiem to enable
it fill gabs that might have been creatod due to theft or
damage, while 2 libraries (50} go to the extend of contacting
the publishew of such newspapers, so that the pgabs might be
filled. Omne library (25%) said that if it camnot find

another sopy to fill the gab, it weeds that ismuc outs. .

The researcher wishes to observe that no one sing.e

step can solve the probdlem of filling pgabs created through
theft or damage, Libraries must therefore take different
approaches to enable them fill any gab in their newspaper
¢ollections. Por libraries that do not carry out periodic
check on newspaper collections, satisfying information needs
of library users will ke difficult, since they do not know
whether or not materials renders may r-='= for rrm available in

the libraries.

Adeguate storage facilities have a lot to bear on the
maintenance of newspaper collections, A libraxry that lacks
adequate space would obviously not be able to maintain its
newspaper collections properlys Asked to assess the
nevwspapers storage facilities, responses were either very
adequate or inadequate, Findings revealed that 1 (14,3%)
library described its newspapers ctorage facilities as very

adequate, while 6 (85,1%) libraries described their own
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storapge facilities a8 inadequate, The overall picture
therefore is that most libraries lack adequate =pace for
the proper storage of their neﬁspaper collectious. It is
due to this lack of adequate épace thaﬁ caused some
libraries to storelcurrept and back gsets of newspapers
together, Some libraries, aslhas been noted eaflier, have

no separate sccliion for newspapers,

Data collected revealed thal 6 ef the libraries
covered by this study, (85.7%) bind their newspaper
collections. Five (71.4%) libraries said that thé copies
sent for binding are those that have already been cir~ulated,
while 1 (14.3%) said that the copies sent to the bind..oy
are not the very copies that have been eirculated. Copies
that are sent for kinding are those kept for research
purposes or those received directly from the publisher,
The researcher wishes to cbserve here that copieg kept for
research have been used by researchers, and arce in any way
not different from those *hat Fave besn circulated. Thef
have actually been circulated rince - <seorchors Dave vsed
them,

Although €& of the libraries covered by this study bind
their newspapers, findings revealed that 1 (16.6%) library
binds only fivé.scts of its newspaper collections, and the
rest are kept in one of the campus libraries, while another
library (16.,6%) binds only four scts, and the rest tied up
month by month and stored in cupboards for refercence
purposes. One library (16,6%0 said that it does not bind

its newspapers because it lacke binding facilities, and that
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it ties its newspapers by title on a monthly basis, and
keeps them flat on shelves,

It has been noted earlier that newspapers ure of
interest to a wide variety of readers and so are subject
to considerable wear and tear, Collection of newspapers
for binding is also time consuming, Stack storage of bound
volumes equally creates handling problems, The obvious
answer %o these problems is the microfilming of newspapers,
Once newspapers have been filmed, nothing is ever lost,
Therefore, microfilming is the best answer for newspapers
storage and preservation, It is the best answer for
fnter-library loan, for bibliographic control and foi
information storage. The University Microfilms
International (‘1986)‘l outlines rcasons why serials should

be in microforms, which include the followingss-

1, Space conservation: Microforms require less than

one-tenth the space of bound volumes,

2. Cost savings: They cort substantially less thar
binding current voluma~ znd *wo to thivteer timep
less than lithographed reprints of back files.

3e- File integrity: They do not get clipped, torn or
written on. 31 ”“34
4k, Performance: When stored under proper conditions,
they last almost indefinitely,
5 Ease of handlingz: They are readily accessible and
easier to refile than paper issues,
Microfilms are therefore the best answer to all problems

VoL
* associated with newspapers with particular vﬁw"m‘ﬂﬂ U

MADU .
their preservation, ?Rmh s NIGER\P
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The Concord Press of Nigeria has recently acquired
equipment for filming its ncwspapers and other publications,
University libraries can now purchase the Natioral Concord
newspaper in microfilm, The management of Concord Press
has recently sent an open invitation to all libraries on
newspaper microfilming, University libraries interested in
microfilming its newspapers and other serial publications
can now approach the Concord Press, Since microfilms of
Nigerian newspapers are not available commepgizlly,

University libraries should accept this invitation.

Findings reveeled that 3 (42,9%) oui of 7 librar :s
weed out their unbound newspapers, While 1 (14,3%) 1 brary
weeds out its newspeper collections after 2 years, one
library weeds out the foreign newspepers after three months,
and the local newspapers only when a microfilm of same
issues have been received, The third library has no

gpecific period for weeding out newspapers,

It is observea that ihe piuctice of binding certain
newspaper titles and leaving others unbound amounts to
value determination, Every newspaper title has its strong
and weak points, It amounts to censorship when certain
newspaper titles are chosen for binding cnd others left
only to be discarded after two ycars or so, University

libraries should bind and keep all ncwspapers they acquire,

b ol Newspaper Indexing

Commercial indexing of newspapers in Nigeria is
nonexistent, Where fifteen to twenty titles of newspapers

are recieved daily, it will be very difficult if not
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impossible to-trace featured articles and other items of
news after one month., Libraries which want to ease search
for informetion by readers and by library staff. noed to
produce indexes to local ncowspapers they acgquire,

Newzpaper indexing is of paramount importonce to University
libraries. Where public and otlier special libraries fail
to meet the information needs of clientele, University

libraries are looked upon to saticfy such information needs,

Data collected through the adminisatration of
instruments revealed that out of the 7 libraries included
in this study, 2 (28,6%) libraries index thc nowspaperg they
acquire, while 5 (71.4%) libraries do not, The objec ive
of indexing newspapoers, according te the livraries that
index, is to control articles of information and to reduce
gimless gearching for articles by readers, which increascs
newspapers mutilation, The 5 (71,4%) librarics that do not
index newepapers advanced various reasons for not indexing..

Tatle 6 vutlines reasons wiven fov not indexing newspapers.

Table 6: Reasons for not indexing newspapers by University

librarics,
No. of Libs, % of Libs,
vhich pive which give
Reasons for not indexing reasons reasons
Inadequate staffing in the unit 2 Lo
Inndequate facilities 1. 2065
Lack of standard subject
headings ' 1 206

Lack of initiative 2 hoss




58

It is observed by the researcher that newspaper
indexing in Nigerian Universities has not been piven
serious thought, Inadequate staffing, inadequa‘c
facilities and lack of standard subject headings are not
convineing reasons for lack of newspaper indexing, A full
time indexer should be able to do all the indexing work
that is needed, The indexer does not need a special room.
As at now a thesaurus exist for indexing newspaperse
Afolabi (198?)2 has produced a thesaurus which University
libraries and other libraries could use as a bases for
indexing newspapers, since it has provided guidelines “or
creating new subject headings, bearing in mind that index
terms arc limitless, Librarics can alsc produce their own
thesaurus, relying on the existing subject headings like
Sears List of Subject Headings and the Library of Congress
Subject Headings. For effective bibliographic control

-
of newspaper. articles, indexing is preferable,

As to whether or not the two librories which index
their newspopers use anv controlled 'onprapge, nrg go'd 9%
does not, while the other said that it uses Libroary of
Congress Subject Headings. They have also not attempted to
construct their own thesaurus for the purpose. Lack of a
controlled language or a thesaurus for indexing would
obviously result into lack of uniformity in entries,

Different indexers will use diffcerent headings,

Although 2 (28,6%) out of the 7 libraries covered by
this study index newspapers, data collected revealed that

none of them publishes its index, In other words, the index
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is merely meant for internal use, Asked to give reasons
for not publishing the index, one library said that it
lacks financial resources to embark on such a venture,

while the other said that it wants a sizeable index,

On the general problems of newspapers indexing, the
libraries reported that the lack of standardization in
entries is a major problem, Because the libraries do not
use a controlled language, the index is bound to lack
uniformity in ontries, The libraries also reported lack
of adequate sta”™f in the sections to do a thorough job,

A staff responsible for indexing in one of the two
libraries said in an interview, that indexing work i:. just
a part of his schedule, He said, he would have beon doing
a better job, had he been assipned only indexing duty,

He ended by saying thot University libraries should see
the need for newspoper indexing, and not only make it a
full-time schedule, but that all indexes produced be
puilished,

University libraries should coownerate together to
produce & thesaurus for indexing newspapers., An index
can ordinarily be put on stencils, University libraries
do not have to engage printers to be able to publish the
index, Libraries can also cooperate to produce a thesaurus
for newspapers indexing, just as some Nigerian University

libraries have cooperated to produce the Nigerian Periodical

Iwu.

University libraries which do not index newspepers could
adopt other methods to provide readers with information

contained in newspapers, Newsprper clippings and the
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development of vertical files are other means of making
readers aware of the contents of newspapers, As revealed

Aho
by this study, it is only one University library, provides

A
newspapcr clippings and maintains vertical files, The

only library which devcloped vertical files for its -

newspoper collections, is the Ahmadu Bello University

Library., These vertical files can be seen in its Africana
collection, The importance ef mewspaper clippings and vertical
files cannot be overempnasised, Newspaper clippings and
vertical files contribute a lot to information dissemination
as well as reduce the constant handling of newspapers.

The Institute of International Affairs Librery in Lagis

engages in this practice,

A number of problems associated with newspaper
handling ° were identified by the libraries covered by
this study. The problems identified relate to staff,
readers and preservation, Out of the 7 University libraries
covered by this study, one livvary (1%,%%) pergorted that L&
has adequate staff in ils newu~ipers scciic., The remaining
6 (85.7%:} reported that they lack adcquate staff in the
newspaper sections of their libraries., In addition,
bindery staff delay work sent to them, The library staff

in general, expect preferential treatment in the vse of

newspapcers,

The overall picture, as rcvealed by the study, is
that newspaper sections in University librarics are poorly

staffe d. .
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It is observed that the problems libraries face in
newspaper: libraricnship with specific reference to staff,
readers and preservation, would be greatly redused if not
eliminated, if more rcalistic approaches are tnken by
management to provide adequate staff, space and other
storage facilities for newspapers, The best answer to

these problems is to microfilm  newspapers,

The essence of including both old and young University
libraries in the sample was to find out if the experiences
of staff make any significance difference in the acquisition,
organization, supervision, preservation and indexing rr
newspapers, Findings revoaled that there are no sign ficant
differences between the old and the young University
libraries in the way they acquire, organize, supervise,
preserve and index newspapers, It was found out that none
of the old and young University libraries, binds copice of
newspapers that have not been circulated, Whereas the
2 (100%) young libraries have their current issues of the
dailies checked by the heads o ‘o grctiong 3 (CO) of
the heads of old libraries do check through current issues
of newspapers before passing them to recaders, DLoth old and
young libraries check back issues before passing them to
readers., WYhercas 4 (80%) of thc old libraries simply
stamp and lcave current issues of newspapers on tables for
readers to consult at will, 1 (50%) of the young libraries
leave current issues of newspapers on the tables for readers
to Consult at will, Findings also revealed that 4 (80%) of
the old libraries allow staff of other scctions of the

library direct access to back sets. This was said to be
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caused by lack of space, In otherwords newspapers are in
open access. Not all the old and young libraries carry out
routine check on mewspapers acquired, While 2 (4O%) of the
old libraries carry out routine check on back sets, 1 (50%)
of the young libraries carrics out routine check on back
sets. Both of them check only at the end of the month,

This is done at the end of the month to ensure that all
copies reccived in the month are available in the library.
It wag also found out that only 1 (20%) of the old libraries
indexes its newspepers, while 1 (50%) of the young librariecs
indexes its newspapers, Neither the old nor the young
libraries have attempted to construct or modify an ex:sting

subject headings for newspcper indexing.
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Chapter 5

5. SUMMARY OF FINDINGS, CONCLUSICN AND RECOMMERDATIONS

541 Supmary
This study was designed to find out if the poor state

of newspoapers is related to acquisition practice, the kind
of organization, suppervision and preservation techniques
employed by staff of the newspopers section of the library.
In other words the study is an attempt to find out if the
poor state of newspoapers is due to poor acgquisition,
orpganization, supervision and preservation or due to
hardened minds of library users, despite pood acquisition
practice, good orgenization, effective supervision and cood

preservation of newspapers.

The findings were to enable the writer su;rest how best
to improve on the techniques of acquisition, orrmnization,
supervision, preservation and indexing of newspapers in
University libraries, and, or sugpest alternative methods
of acquisition, orgmonizing, preserving and maintaining:

newspaperc rollections in University libraries in Nijeria,

The study covered the Northern States of Nigeria,
Because of the pgeopraphical extention of the Northern States,
and the mumber of Universities in them, the writer felt
that a thoroupgh study could not be carried out if all the
Universities are used. A total of seven University libraries
were sampled out for study out of the ten, Five of the
seven Universities were considcred old, while the remaining
two were considered young., The old ones are those established
between 1962 and 1977 while the younp ones were established

in the 1980s. The old University libraries inclucded in the
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sample are Kashim Ibrahim Library, A,B.U, Zaria, Bayero
University Library Kano, University of Jos Library, Usman
Danfodio University Library Sokoto and University of Maidupguri
Library, The young University libraries included in the
sample are Federal University of /Agriculture Library Makurdi
and Abubakar Tafawa Balewa University Library, Bauchi, The
essence of including young and old University libraries in

the sample was to find out if accumulated experiences of

staff of old libraries make a differcnce in the acquisition
practice, organization, supervision, maintenance, preservation
and indexing of newspaper collections. Seven out of the ten
University libraries were considered adequate to allow the

generalizability of the findings.

The literature reviewed was sub-divided into four
sections, namely, the role of newspapers, organization and
supervision of newspapers, preservation and maintenance of

newspapers, and newspapers indexing,

To facilitate the investipgation, 2 27 items questionnaire
was develeved for data collections One copy of the
questiommaire was sent to each of the 7 libraries for
completion by staff enpgaged in the day to day charging out
and receiving back newspapers, All the 7 copies sent out

were returned completed,

To enable the researcher collect adequate data for the
study, the questionmaire was divided into four sections,
Section one dealt with newspopers acquisition and

organization, section two concentrated on borrowing
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procedures, while section three dealt with newspapers
maintensnce and preservation, The last section dealt with

newspapers indexing.

Although the writer sent out copies of the questionnaire
together with stamped self-addresse! envelopes, some
libreries failed to return the completed questionnaire until
letters of reminders were sent to them, Two libraries had
to be visited before the completed copies of the questionnaire
were returned, All the 7 copies of the questionnaire sent
out were returned within a period of three months, Data
collection was affected by the closure of Ahmadu Bello
University. The assistants that the researcher wanted to
employ to help collect data were not in Zaria during the

period of data collection because the University was closed.

Apart from the use of questionnaire to collect data,
the researcher also conducted unstructured interviews and
examined some back sets of the newspapers in some of the
libraries. 8ome staff and students who use eoch of the
librarier were interviewed. The unstructured intervicus
gave the researcher room to ask many more questions and to
reframe or modify some questions, Some binderies were also
visited, The examination of newsp:pers brought to light,
the physical condition of newspcper collections in University

libraries,

Data so collected through questionnaire, interviews,
observation and examination of newsprpers were rnalysed

using grephs, descriptive method, tabulation of data to give
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ease of comparison, and conversion of raw data to percentapges,
Comments were made ohjectively on the strength and weckness
of each of the practices employed in the acqusition,
organization, supervision, preservation and indexing of
newspapers, Suggestions for improvement were made, where
existing practices seem inadequate. Alternative approaches
were also sugpested where data showed thot the present

approaches seem not to be effective,

Below is the summary of the analyses and findings:-

S5¢1s1 Newspopers Acqusition and Organization
Findings revealed that only one library (14.3%) takes

as many as 4 approaches to ensure that any issue of a
newspaper not supplied by a vendor is acquired, While one
library takes two approaches, two libraries take only a
step. Out of the 7 libraries covered bty this study, 3
libraries do nothing to obtain newspcpers not supplied by

vendors.

The result showed that all libreries subscrile :
to at least two .. icsuc of a newspoper title, While 3 of
the libraries circulate all thc newspapers acquired, &4
(57.1%) do not. Reasons piven for not circulating all the
newspapers include consultation/research, newspaper cutting,
and collection development, None of the librorics reserves

a pet for binding,

Findings revealed that one library buys its newspapers
on "cash and carry” basis. It does not place standing order

with a particular vendor, :The other 6 libfaries place
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standing orders with vendors. Only one of the 7 University
libraries buys 3 titles directly from publishers for the |

purpose of binding or preservation,

Many University libraries seem to incline more towards
the acquisition and preservation of national and internntional
newepapers, Of a total of 55 newgpaper titles 'ield in the
7 libraries, only 8 (14.3%) are published in the indigenous
lanpuapes, Some of these 55 titles held have either ceased
publication, or thc libraries have stopped acquiring them,
either because of financial problems or because they are

irrepularly received,

The analysis revealed that not all heads of serial
sections po throuph newspapers before they are passed to
readers, Of the 5 (71,4¥) libraries that go tlhrough
newspapers before they are passed to readers, only 2 (4O%)
actually check for possible imperfection, One (20%) checks
for the purposc of indexing, while 2 (4O¥) check for current
awarcness or for recent journnls thot might have been

amncunced,

All the libraries used for this study check back
issues before passing them to readers. Six (85.7%) libraries
do this in order to identify possible ripp off or mutilation,
and to be able to identify any reader who mutilates, cuta or

removes pages.

Libraries lack common approach to keeping current
issues of ncwspapers, Two libraries keep them on shelves,

two display them on tables, onc keeps them on newspopers
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stands for readers to consult, one keeps both current and
‘back sets together, while one keeps the current and back sets

in the reference section,

The study revealed that newspapers are penerally not
catalogued or classifieds In most cases they are just
stamped, entered either in a cardex, record sheet, or in
an index to the newspaper ' and journal holdings. The
general catalorues do not have records of 2ll the newspapers
held, In some libraries both current and Laek scts are

kept togethery while in some, newspapers are Just left on

tables for readers to consult at will,

5¢1e2 Borrowing Procedures
Out of the 7 libraries covered by this study, 6 (85.7%)

libraries reported that as soon as the heads of serial or
newspapers section go through current issues, they are just
left on the table for readers to consult, Readers do not
have to make any request. On hov the request for a back
copy ic made, 4 libraries (57,1%) said that the file holding
other issues of the month is passed to the reader, and not
just the issue requested for, while 3 (42,9%) libraries pass

only the issue requested for,

Before any newspaper is given to a reader he has to
deposit his identity card, Six (85,7%) librarics do this,
According to the findings, 5 (71.,4%) libraries do this to

ensure that newspapers are safely returned after use,
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Ag revealed by the study, 6 (85.7%) libraries allow
staff from other gections of the library dircet access to
back sets of newspapers. Four (66.7%) of the 6 llbraries
sald that they allow other staff of the 1ibrafy direct
access to back sets because they have confidence that the
staff will not mutilate, remove poges or steal any issue of
the newspapers, While one (16,6%) library said that it wants.
all staff te be conversant with the overall system and to
be current with local, national and internationai happenings,
one (16.6%) library said it does this because back sets of
newspapers are kept in the serial section, and that the

serial gection is opencd to all staff,

The result showed that most libroaries have not direct
power to discipline rcaders who damage, remove or cut pages
or steal newspapers and other moterinls, Four (71,4%) out
of the 7 libraries said that &l]l cases are referred to the
University disciplinary committce for appropriate action,
while only one {(14,3%) said the library expels the student
from the library, Two librarics (28,6%) said that the student

is expelled for one semester,

5e1s3 Newspapers Maintenance and Preservation

Only 4 (57.,1%) of the 7 libraries used for this research
work actually carry out routine check on newspapers.
Although the checlt is done every month, it covers only the

previous month's issues,

As to how missing issues are replaced, finding
revealed that only 2 (50%) of the 4 libraries request for

missing issues from the publishers, or fill the pgap with
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copies from the Vice Chancellor!s office. Only one library

lisises with people within and outside the library to fll

any gape

Most of the libraries covered by this research work
lack adequate storage facilities for newspopers: Six (85,7%)
libraries described their storapge facilities in terms of

space as inadequate,

Although 6 of the 7 (85,7%) libraries bind their
newspapers, 5 (71,4%) said that the copies sent for binding

are those that have been circulated,

Findings revealed that althoupgh University librar .es
suffer acute shortage of storage facilities, and lack of
adequate professional staff to handle newspaper collections,
they have not thought it better to embark on newspaper
microfilming, which is the best answer to all problems

associated with newspapers,

Selskt Newspaper Indexi..;
The analysis revealed that only two (28,6%) of the 7

libraries used for this research work index newspapers,

As revealed in the study, two (40¥) of the 5 libraries that
do not index local newspapers said that they have not yet
thoupght of indexing newspepers, In other words, it is lack
of initiative, Others pgave reasons for not indexing as
inadequate staff and facilities, lack of standard subject

headings, and because newspaper cutting is carried out,
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While one of the two libraries that index newspapers
uses the Library of Congress Subject Headings for indexing,
the other does not use any controlled languapge, None of
the two libraries has attempted to construct a thesaurus
for the purpose, None of the two libraries publishes its
index, While one library said that it lacks finance, the
other said that it wants to publish a size:ble index, which

is yet to be published.

Findings revealed that one of the 7 University
libraries engages in newspaper clippings to make readers
awvare of the information newspapers carry, This one library

keépy ito newepaper clippingg. inrthc Africana section of the
dibrary. 2

General problems associated with newspaper: indexing
included lack of standard subject headinzs and lack of

full-time indexers.

Three major problems in newspaper. librarianship were
identified by the 7 libraries used for the¢ resecrch vork,
S8ix (85,7%) libraries said that they lack steff, and that
the poor state of newspapers ic not only caused by students,

but also by some staff,

The problems of newspaper preservation, to a large
extent is caused by lack of space, OSix libraries (85,7%)
said that they lack adequate space, and therefore,

newspapers are eagily accessible to readers,
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The essence of including oth old and young University
libraries in the study was to find out if the experiences
of staff make amy significant differcnce in the ccequisition,
organization, supervigion, preservation and indexing of
newspapers, Findings revealed thot there arg no sirmificant
differences between the old and the young University libraries
in the way they acquire, orpganize, supervise, preserve and

index newspapers,

52 Conclusione,

In the light of the findings in this study, the

following conclusion may be drawni-

1, Most University librarics buy theoir newspapere
from vendors, both for circulation and for
preservation,

2. Very few University libraries buy local newsprpers.
Libraries which actually Ty local newspapcrs buy
only a few titles, .

3« Most libraries dno act mrke entries nf newapapore
in the general cataleopm~, Heowspapers =ooe onlky
entered either in a cardex, record sheets or in an
index to newspaper holdinpsm.

L. Most librarios make little or no efforts to acquire
issues of newspapers not supplied by vendors, Only
one library was found to be making efforts to
acquire newspapers not supplicd by vendors,

5. Most heads of newspopers or serials sectionc ro
through currcent issues before they are passed to
readers for current awareness and not feor the purpose

of checking for possible imperfeciion.
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Many libraries check throupgh back issues before
passing them to readers in order to identify
possible ripp off or mutilation.

Most libraries leave current issucs of newspapers
on the tables for readers to consult as soon as
the heads of newspapers or serialg sections have
gone through. Readers do not have to request for
them individually,

Many libraries do not pass to readers just the
newspaper issucs they request for, They pass the
file holding other issues of the month to the
readers,

Most libraries require readers to deposit thear
identity cards with the staff on duty before back
sets are given to them, to ensure thot newspapers
are safely returned,

Library staff in general have direct access to
back issues of newspapers, Libraries are of the
view that staff will not mutilate, cut, or remove
neges from newspaperse

Quite a good mumber of libraries do not carry out
routine check on their newspapers. Those who
actually carry out the routine check only do so at
the end of cach month, for t;-.e purpose of finding
out if all issues for the months are complete,
Most librarics do not take mony steps to fill paps
created as a result of theft or mutilation, Most
of them search for copics within the University

environment ,
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13« Most University libraries lack adequate space for
newspapers storape and preservation,

1., Newspapcrs in microfims are lacking in "niversity
libraries.

15, Newspapere indexing s lacking in University
libraries, This is attributed to lock of initiative,
lack of standard subject headings and lack of
full-time indexers, No University libroxy has
attempted thesaurus construction for newspapers
indexing.

16, The rough handling of newspapers, including tr ft
and removing of pages are the handiwork of buh
students and staff.

17« Most newspapers pget damaged before they are sent
to the bindery.

18, Newspaper clippings and the maintenance of vertical
files are lacking in University librariea,

19, There are no significance differences bhetween the
o0ld amd the young University libraries in the woy
ir whirh they acquire, orponize, supervisce,
preserve and index nevspapers.

. The assumption made that the poor state of newspapers
is related to the acquisition practice, the way
in which staff orpganize, supsrvise, maintain

prescrve and index newspapers holds,

a3 - Recommendations

The findings in this study call for rccommendations,
which, if implemented, will bring akout an improvement in

the acquisition, erpanization, supcrvision, maintenance,
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preservation and indexing of newspapers in University

libraries in Nigeria. The following recommendations are

advonceds -

1.

2e

S

S

6a

University libraries ghould hwiy newspapers from
publishers for preservaticn, and from vendors for

circulation.

Whenever a vendor ig unable to supply o newspaper
issue, and whecnever an issue of newspaper is
confirmed missing, or cut, effort should be made to
fill the gape Search for copics to fill gaps ghould

go keyond the University cnvironment,

Copies of newspnpers intended for binding should
not be circulated, This is to avold mutilation

and theft of prges,

University libraries in each ares should acquire,
orponize and preserve nll laeal newspopers

published.

The prime purpose of heads of sections pgoing
through current newspapers before they are passed
te readers should be to identify possible
imperfection, The purpeose should not only be for

current awareness or for indexing.

Libraries should endeavour to check for possible
ripp off before possing newspapers to readers, and
also after roceiving them back, This will help to

identify thosc who mmtilate, cul or romove pagess
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7s The practice of leowving current issucs of
newspapers oh tabkles or on stands for readers to
consult should be discoursged., If current issucs
of newspopers are left for renders to sonmlt at will, no
render can be held responsible for mutilation and
theft of papges. ALYl newspapers should he consulted

on rcqucet,

8, Whenever a reader requests for an issue of o
newgpaper, he should be pgiven only the issue he
hos request for and net the file holding other

issuecs of tl: monthe

9« Thc purposc of asking o reader to rdeposit his
identity card before o newspoper issue is (fiven
to him should not only scrve ns o4 gucrnatee for
the return of the newspaper, but also to ensure

that the newspaper is returned intoct,

1We All requeste for crrrert ad boek issues of
newspapers should be madn on vemest Fore, - V@rt:al

requests for newspapers should be avoided.

M. Librory stoff wﬁo arc not working in the nowspapers
section. , and other Unaversity staff should not
be allowed direct access te back sets of newsprpers.
Newspopers theft and cutting is not restricted to

students alone,

12, Readers who are caught stealing or cutting pages
of newspnpers should not only be expelled from the

library, but sheould alsc be made to pay for
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replacements Their readmission into the library

ghould be through written undertakt‘enﬁ

134 Librarics should continue te carry out routine
check on nowspopers asquired, as leng o8 they
remain unbound, and any missing issuce should he

reploced,

1, The practice of bLinding certain newspnper titles
and leaving others unbound for subscquont
Mscarding, amounts to voluc juidgeticnts IT the

library binds boack sets, it should bind 211 tilles,.

15 University libraries should stort to index
newspapers, University librarics could use
Yhesaurus Nigeriana® recently constructed for
indexing Niperion newspopers, Since this
thesaurus was compiled based on newspaper terms,
it ecould be uscd for indexing purposcs, New
terme can be adldent ng i~dexing proresses, A
newspaper index will reduceo pliysicnl Londling of
newspapers by readers, thereby reducing mmtilotion,
thef't and removing of pages.

16. University libraries should bepin to preserve
newspapers in microfilms. This is the best answer
to all problems associated with newspoapers. They
can use the Concord Press to microfilm their
NeWSPOPErSe

17« HNewspapers section$of University librarics should
be adequately staffed, and librrries which index

newspapers should make inlexing a full-time schedule,
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184 There is need for adequate space to warrant

proper preservation of newspapers,

19, University librories should embork on newsprper
olippings and the maintenance of vertical files
to roduce the constant handling of newapapers,

which results in wenr and tear,
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APFENDTX 1

List of University Librarics in the

Fleven Northorn States

University of Jos Librery, Jos,

Bayero University Library, Kane,

Kaghin Ibrahim Library, Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria,
Usm~n Dan Fodio University Library, Sokoto.

Fedoral University of igriculture Library, Makurdi,
Abubaknr Tafowa Balewa University Librory, Bauchi.
Fedexral University of Technolory Library, Minna,
University of Iiorin Library, Ilorin,

University of Moiduguri Library, Moicupuri,

Mocibbe Adoma Collepge Librory, Yola,
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APPENDIX 2

List of University Libraries Wsed fer the Study.

University of Jos Library, Jos.

Bayero University Library, Kano,

Kashim Ibrahim Library, Ahmoadu Bello University, Zaria,
Usman Dan Fodio University Library, Sokoto,.

Federal University of Apriculture Library, Makurdi,

Abubckar Tafawa Balewa University Library, Bauchi,
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A Letter of Introduction to thg Researcher

Faculty of Education,
Deportmont of Library Science,
Ahmadu Bello University,
Zoria,

15th December, 1987,

(A A AR R R AR R NEE SRR ER RN EREREENERNSN)
R A R R R R R N R N

LA A R R R A R Y]

RE: R, ¥, GAJI

Mr, Re ¥, Goji is a post-pgraduate student in the
Department of Library Science, Faculty of Education,
Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria,

I wish to introduce him, ond to request you to allow
him use your librory facilities for the purpose of
collecting data for his thesis, and or help him with such

information that will assist him write his thesis.

Your kind assistance to him will be hipghly appreciated,

AR R A L RN R R A RN R R R RN N

Dr., M, Afolali
Research Supervisor,
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APPENDIX 4

A Leticr Requesting for Permission to
Administer Questionnaire
Faculty of Education,
Department of Library Science,
fhnadu Bells University,
Zordo.

19th Jammary, 1988,

The University Librarian,

Lear 8ir,

Reguest For Permission To Administer Questiomnaire

I am o postpgraduaste student in the Deprrtment of
Library Scicence, Faculty of Lducation, ihnadu Belle
University, Zarin., My thesis is on the Aeguisition, organi~
zaticn, proserwvdtion and indexing of mswspnpera in University

Libraries. Your library hrs becn dnelu’2d in the stulye

The attached questiomaire is intended to eollect lato
for the thesis. I an requesting that the questionnoire be
conpleted Ly the Newspaper Scection of the Library. T
aenclescd herewith a stamped self-addresged envelope for

returning the conpleted guestionnaire to ne,
Your kind assistonece will be hichly appreciateds
Yours faithfully,

Re Yo G-ﬂjio
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APPEMDIX 5A

A Letter of Reminder

Foeulty of Education,
Deportnent of Librory Scionee,
fhriadu Bello University,
Zoria,

st March, 1988,

The University Librarion,
University of Jos,
Jos,

Sir,

Return of Questionnalre

I wish to refer to ny letter dated 19th January, 1988
(a copy attached) and to inform you that the questiennaire

gent to you for completion has not yot been recoived,

If it hos not yet been sent to me, will you pleasc
return it to me, to ehable re complete my thodis woaks.
IT however it got lost in the post, a copy 1s hereby
enclosed topether with a melf-addvessed stomped ~nvelope,

so thot it can be returned to me when completeds

Your kind assistonce will be highly appreciated,

Yours faithfully,

R. Y. Gaji.
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APPENDIX 5B

A 1 tter of Reminder

Foculty of Edueation,
Department of Library Science,
Ahnadu Bello University,
Zaria,

21st Moxch, 1988,

The University Libraricn,
Abubakar Tafawa Balewn University,
Bﬂuchi.

S8ir,

Return of Questionnaire

T wish to refer tc my letter of 19th January 1988,
{2 copy attached® amd to inforn you thot the questiomnaire

sent to you for compleiion hag not yet been received.

If it hnas not yet becen sent to me, will you please
return it to me, to onoble me complete my thesde.worit.
If however it pot lost in the post, o copy is hereby
enclosed topether with a selfweddrasset strumpesd envalaope,

so that it can be returaed to me when completed,

Your kind ossislonce will be hishly appreciated.

Yours faithfully,

R, ¥, Gajil
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APPENDIX 6

Questionnaire Used to Collect Data

Bagic Information

1¢ Name of University or Collepge Library.

2¢ Yeoar establishoed

Je¢ Number of newspaper titles sulscribeld to

Instructions:-

Kindly tick (¥ ) as appropriate, fill the gops or

complete the blank spaces with the correct responses.

A, Newspoper acquisition and orpanization-

1. Does the library receive all the newspopers
subscribed to?
{(a) Yes ( ) (b) No ( )

2+ If the library does not reccive ar issue cf -

newspaper, please state bricfly what it doecs

%« Does the library subscribe to more than one copy of a
newspaper title?
(&) Yee ( ) (®) No ( )



Se

6.

To

8‘

9

&%

If the library subseribos to more than one copy of a
newspaper title, Joes it circulnte 212 the copies?
{a) Yes ( ) (B) ¥o ( )

If the librory dces not ¢irculate all copies, pleose

cive reasons for this.

Doos the head of the seria® or newsprpers section o

throuph the aewspoapers of the day before they are passed

on to readers?

(o) Yes ( ) (L) No ( )

If the head of the seriods or ncewspnpers section roos
through the newspepers before they are passed on to

readers, please state reasons,

When a reader requesie for o back issue ot o
newspoapery . does the libraory check the newgpaper before
paesing it on to him?

() Yea ( ) (b)) No ( )

Pleasc pive reasons for your answer in number 8 aboves
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Flease state how current issues of newspnpers are kept.

s — . .

Borroving Pro.oduresi-

AMter newspapers have bLeen processed, are they left
on tho table :or reuders or passed on to readers on

request?

If newspapers e given io readers on request, do they
fill rcequest form?
() Yes ( ) (b) No ( )
When o reader requests for a Lack issue of a newspaper,
how is his recicst made?
{a) Be is given only the issue he requests for ¢ )
{(b) The file holédiuag icsues for the month is piven

to him ( )
Is w reader remired to deposit his ildentity card
befors & newspaper is given to him?
(a) Yos ( (L) No ( )
If a reoader ims not required to deposit his identity
card bofore he is (iven a newspapeyr, please state how
the return of r newsprper with its papes intoet = -

is ruaranteed.




a1

6s If a reader is required to deposit his identity card,

please pive reasons for this requiremeht.

7. Do librayy staff have Jdireet access to back issues

of newspapers?
() Yes ( ) (b) Ne ( )

S, Please give reasons for your answers in rumber 7 eabove,

9 If a reader is confirmed to have removed or cut a

gheet of a newspaper, pleape state disciplinary meamures

that are taken against the reader.

C. Newspapers malntenance and preservations-

1, Does the lilrary carry out routine check or survey of
newspapers?
(a) Yes ( ) (v) No ( )

2« If the library zarries out routine check on newspapers,
plense state how of ten,

{(a) Once in a month { )
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(b) Once in three months ( )
(¢) Once in six months ( )

(d) Please state any other period

If the library carries out routine check on newspapers
held, state what it does if it finds an issue or issues

miseing, some papges cut or removed?

How will you assess your newspapers storage faci’ ‘ties?

(a) Very adequate ¢ )
(b) Adequate ( )
(e) Inadequate « )
(d) Very inadequate ¢ )

Are back issues of newspapers bound?
(a) Yee ( ) (B) No ( )
If the library binds its newspapers, state whether or

not the copies are those thiat hanve Tcen circulzted.

If the library does not bind its newspupers, please

state reasons for this.
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8, If the library does not bind its newspoperd, plogec

gtato how the newspapers are preserved?

9, If the librcry does not bind its newspapers, does it
weed the newspoper collccticne?
() Tes ( ) (1 M ()

10, If the librery weeds its newspoaper collections,
please state how lon( they arce kopt wefore they aré

discarded.

D, Newspapers Indexingi=
1, Does the library index its newspapers?
(e Yes ( 7 (o, Wo 2

5. Tease rtate reasons for your answer in mmber 1 abovea

%, If the library indexes its newspapers, does it use
controlled lanpunge?

() Yes ( ) (B No )
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7.
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If the librory uses controlled language, plemse state

the controlled lanpuape usged,

If the library indexes its newspapers, dove it publish
the index?

{a) Yes ( ) (B No (

If the library indexes ite newspapers but does not

puulish the index, please pgive reasons.

State problems the 1lilrary faces with repurds to

newspaper : indexinpg,

Please state problems the librery faces in newspaper-

librarionship with specific references toi-

Staff




25

Readers

Preservation

D, List of rewspapers held in the library and the p riod
covered,

Please provide a list of newspapers held in the library,
including those published in the indipgenous lanpuapge,

showing the period covered,

List of newspapers
held in the library Period covered




nppendix 7¢ List of Newspapers held in the Libraries uged for this Study.

Lacatic: ..  vewspapers and Period Ceovers

ATBU BU BUK FUA UHIJOS UIIHAID DU
Newsonaper Titlese BAUCHI ZaRLi K N0 MAKURDI JOS $LIDUGURI SOLOTO LS
._.—..\ - -
1e HNigerion Stondord 1981~ 197 3= 1977-1987 1981~ 1974 (976~ -
2, New Nirericn 1981- 1966 1968w 1981~ 1973 1972 1984
3. Daily Times 1981- 1949~ 1978 1981- 1975~ 1972~ 1954~
b, National Concord 1981- 1980- 1980~ 1981- 1985 1980~ 198k
5. Guordion
- Nirericn ~ .
edition) 1983 - - 1983 1981~ 1985~ 1983~ 1984
6, QGucrdion :
{London edition) - - - - 1975 - -
7« Daily Sketch 1981-1986*% 1973~ 1977~ - 197 4= - - *irrepular
m._ Niperian a&cauw 1986~ 1982~ 1982~ - 1985~ 1655~ -
9. Punch 1681-1986* 1977~ 1977~ - 1974~ - - *irrepular
10, Vanpuard - 1985~ 1985~ 1981- 1985= - -
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Location of Newspopers and Pericd Covencd

LIBU LBU BL - i UNIJOS UIMAID [$1816)

Newspoper Titles BLICIH ZARIA KANO MAKURDI Jos i JDUGURI SCKOTO ML
11. Satellite - - 1982-1984 - - - -
12+ Comemnity Concord 1986- - -~ - - .ﬁ.wmml -
13, The Niperiaon

Voice - 1986~ - 1981~ 1985~ - -
14, Daily Ster - 1978~ 19761987 - 1976= - -
15, HNigerion

Observer - 197 3 1981-1987 - 1974~ - -
16, Herald . 1981~1986* 1974~ 1978~ - 1986~ - - *irregular

3

17. Yanei Dan bhmsq. - - 1980-1984 - - - -
18, Nizerien

Statesman - 1980~ 1981-1987 - 1986m - -
19, Gasgkiya ta fi
20. Democrat 1984 1985~ 198k4— - - - -






