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ABSTRACT 

The relationship between the government and the press is complex. 

"Those who do (policy-makers) need those who report and comment (the press) on 
what is done or should be done." 

"The Power of Comment," by Douglas Hurd, British Foreign Secretary, in a speech at 

the Travelers Club, September 9, 1993. 

This work examines the role of the Nigerian press as a domestic source of foreign 

policy in the final decision by the Nigerian government to intervene in 1990, in the 

Liberian civil war. 

Many factors contributed to the final decision, some of which were external, but 

the debate in Nigeria as to whether the administration of General Ibrahim Babangida 

should spearhead a military peace-keeping force or not was largely led by, and conducted 

on the pages of the Newspapers. The leading ones being the ten that were selected for 

this work. 

Their editorials were divided between outright support and round condemnation 

of government. 





















































































































































































































CHAPTER FOUR 

THE NIGERIAN PRESS AND 
THE LIBERIAN CRISIS 

4.1 GENERAL OVERVIEW 

The Nigerian press became interested in the Liberian crisis as it 

increasingly took a dangerous dimension on both the humanitarian and 
_ 

regional security aspects. This is clearly evident in the news reports and 

editorial commentaries that the newspapers splash almost daily about the crisis. 

The crisis came to the public through the medium of an international 

broadcasting service, the London-based British Broadcasting Corporation 

(BBC) when Charles Taylor phoned on New Year's Day in 1990 and 

introduced himself as the leader of the "National Patriotic Front of Liberia 

(NPFL) with the aim of overthrowing president Samuel K. Doe."1 Later, a 

British journalist, Mark Huband, was abducted by the NPFL forces in a train 

ambush, and his subsequent release "gave the world the first eye-witness 

account" of Charles Taylor's operations and the strength of his forces.2 
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